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L: Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the Sabbath... 
Again he said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of 

God? It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch 
of dough was leavened.” (Luke 13:10, 20-21) 

 

ALL: In this novena, we pray to St. John Bosco whose 

“stature as a Saint gives him a unique place among the 
great Founders of religious Institutes in the Church. He 

is outstanding from many points of view...” (St. John Paul II, 

Juvenum Patris, 5) 
 

L: “He initiated a true school of a new and attractive 
apostolic spirituality...” (St. John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “He promoted a special devotion to Mary, Help of 

Christians and Mother of the Church...” (St. John Paul II, Juvenum 

Patris, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “He displayed a loyal and courageous ecclesial sense 
manifested in the delicate mediation work he carried out 

between Church and State at a time when the relations 
between the two were difficult...” (St. John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “As an apostle he was both realistic and practical, 

always open to the implications of new discoveries...” (St. 

John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “He was a zealous organizer of foreign missions with 

truly Catholic sensitivity...” (St. John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 5) 
ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: “He was an eminent example of a preferential love 
for the young, and especially for the most needy among 

them, for the good of the Church and society...” (St. John 

Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “He was the exponent of an efficacious and attractive 
pedagogical method which he has left as a precious 
legacy to be safeguarded and developed...” (St. John Paul II, 

Juvenum Patris, 5) 
ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 
L: Like yeast mixed in with three measures of wheat flour 
until the whole batch of dough was leavened (cf. Luke 13:10, 20-21), 
we see in St. John Bosco “an interchange” that is “the 
characteristic aspect of his personality: he drew his inspiration 
from a “holy model” – Francis de Sales; he was the disciple 
of a “holy spiritual director” – Joseph Cafasso; and he was 

able to form from among his boys a “holy pupil” – Dominic 
Savio.” (St. John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 5) 
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L: “The parable of the yeast, chosen as the theme of the 

Strenna 2023, is a parable of great evangelical wisdom 
and pedagogical and educational relevance, expressing 

the nature of the kingdom of God that Jesus lived and 
taught.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 1) 

 

ALL: The first advice Don Bosco gave to Dominic 
Savio “to help him become a saint was to set out to win 

souls for God, because there is no holier work in this life 
than to work for the good of souls for whom Jesus 

Christ shed the last drop of his blood.” (W. C. Cornell, SDB, Don 

Bosco: Spiritual Director of Young People, p. 62) 
 

L: “The Strenna 2023 is aimed at two target groups. The 
first are teenagers and other young people in all the 

presences of Don Bosco’s Family around the world – as 
the first “beneficiaries” of the Salesian mission... They 

must be able to know – as Christians or even as believers 
of other religions – the strength of this message of the 
Lord: ‘be salt of the earth and light of the world’, be the 

yeast in today’s human family.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, Introduction) 

 

ALL: “It is a very beautiful commitment, a beautiful 
way of living one’s vocation; and, at the same time it is a 

valuable challenge addressed to us educators who have 
the task of accompanying young people on their journey 

of life, so that it may be lived in the name of 
commitment and responsibility, in the search for 

fraternity and justice for each and every one.” (loc. cit.) 
 

SPIRITUAL VIEWING: What are the psychological effects of being a "kid influencer"? (4:28) /  

Young people and the Church (2:22) 
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L: “Who are these young people? 

What are they looking for? Where are 
they going to? What are they in need 

of? These were difficult questions to 
answer at the time of Don Bosco as 

they still are at the present day, but 
they are unavoidable and every 
educator must face up to them.” (St. John 

Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 6) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: “Today groups of young people 
can be found all over the world who 

are genuinely sensitive to spiritual 
values, and who are desirous of help 

and support in the maturing of their 
personalities. On the other hand, it is 

quite clear that youth is a prey to 
allurements and conditioning 
elements of a negative kind, the result 

of various ideological outlooks.” (St. 

John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 6) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us!  
 
 

L: “The attentive educator will be 
awake to the practical reality of the 

youth condition and will know how to 
intervene with sure competence and 

wise foresight.” (St. John Paul II, Juvenum Patris, 6) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “At the same time, the Strenna is addressed to all the 
groups of the Salesian Family, invited to rediscover – or 

to discover – the lay dimension proper to our family and 
the vocational complementarity that exists and that must 

always exist among us.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 

Introduction) 
 

ALL: “For Don Bosco’s Family, this is a message that 
strongly urges it to rediscover its lay dimension. In fact, 

it is a family where the majority of the members are lay 
people: men and women of many nations and 
distributed across all continents. This variety that 

distinguishes us is already a gift in itself and is a 
responsibility that we cannot shirk.” (loc. cit.) 

 

L: “The early Oratory was home to Don Bosco’s boys 

because they found mothers there. Don Bosco sought to 
maintain that special maternal touch, for as long as it 
was possible, with his own mother Mamma Margaret, 

her sister Marianna Occhiena, Mrs. Rua, Mrs. Gastaldi, 
Mrs. Bellia, and others... “In those early years Don 

Bosco was almost always absent from the house, visiting 
prisons or hospitals, or preaching missions, triduums 

and novenas in many places. Several times a week he 
also heard confessions in several religious institutions in 
the city... 

 

ALL: Some people could not understand how these 

prolonged absences did not hurt the proper running of 
the Oratory. They were amazed to see how it all went 
on with perfect regularity. The secret was Mamma 

Margaret’s refined common sense, she was truly a 
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treasure. She had an innate ability for clearing 
difficulties, forestalling disorders, and remedying ill-

doings.” (Giovanni Battista Lemoyne, SDB, Biographical Memoirs Vol. 3, p. 266) 
 

SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Who do we serve? (3:40) / The Salesian charism (2:48) 

 

L: “Being so rich in cultures and so widely connected 
and present in the world is the fruit of the history of the 

mission and charism in which we were generated and 
which are a gift of the Spirit.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 

2023, Introduction) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “Being together as a people of God for the good of 
young people from the East to the West of the globe, 
from the South to the North, is in full harmony with 

what the Church has been insistently demanding for a 
long time, and it is what our fragmented world needs 

more and more.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, Introduction) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: “Secularity is already in our DNA as consecrated 
Salesian men and women, because we were generated in 

the family which Don Bosco gave life to in the first 
Oratory and which, from its origins, was made up of 

consecrated and lay people. We were born with this 
intense closeness and sharing between states of life and 
vocations.” 
(Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, Introduction) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “Yeast goes to work silently. Leavening takes place in 

silence, just like the work of God’s kingdom; it works 
“from within”. And indeed, who has been able to hear 
the yeast as it goes to work on the flour and dough it has 

been mixed in with while it is leavening it all? This 
image makes it possible to understand how God’s 

Kingdom acts. 
 

ALL: The Apostle Paul presents the kingdom by 
recalling the essentials: ‘For the kingdom of God is not 
food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit’ (Rom 14:17). This is the inner and invisible 
action of the Spirit; it is yeast placed in the heart. And 

just like yeast, whose activity takes place through 
contact, so does the Gospel.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 

2023, 1) 
 

L: “The processes of discernment and initial formation 

must bring to maturity the conviction that to be an SDB 
at the present day means entering a Family, becoming 

part of a vast Movement, in which lay people play an 

active part, both in participation in the salesian spirit 
and in the sharing of educative and pastoral work, and 

also in shared responsibility in view of the mission... the 
stages of initial formation should have contents and 

experiences of reciprocal and complementary formation 
for the common growth” (GC 24, 142). 

 

ALL: We pray that “young confreres receive more 
efficacious help when, from the period of their initial 

formation, they are introduced to experiences of 
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collaboration with lay people both at a directly practical 
level and in the process of the elaboration of the 

Education-Pastoral Project” (GC 24, 53). 
 

SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Missionary Life in Wau, South Sudan (3:36) / Salesian Volunteer 

Mission Retreat 2012 (2:00) 

 

L: The Strenna presents “yeast as an image and symbol of the 

fruitfulness and growth of the kingdom of God. It is a 
kingdom in the hearts of people, which fertilizes the richness 
of the gift of the call to life, the vocation where God has 
planted us, directing the mission of the laity and of the entire 
Family of Don Bosco throughout the world.”  (Fr. Angel Fernandez 

Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 1) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “A little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough” (Gal 5: 9). It 
is surprising how a small quantity of flour doubles or triples in 
size once a small amount of yeast is added” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, 

SDB, Strenna 2023, 1)... “We know well that Don Bosco, from the 
outset of his mission at Valdocco, involved many lay people, 
friends and collaborators in such a way that they could be 
part of his mission among young people” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, 

SDB, GC 28 Post-Chapter Reflections, 5). 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “Yeast, as Jesus emphasizes, is not the largest element in 
terms of quantity. To the contrary, very little of it is used. But 
what distinguishes it is that it is the only living ingredient and 
because it is alive it has the ability to influence, condition and 
transform the whole batch of dough” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, 1)... It is therefore, in spite of our resistance, a point of 
no return, because, in addition to corresponding to Don 
Bosco's actions, the model of the mission shared with the 
laity proposed by GC24 is in fact the only practicable model 

in present conditions” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, GC 28 Post-Chapter 

Reflections, 6). 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “Even today we recognize that so much good is done and 
that it grows at all latitudes in this Kingdom under 
construction. And we likewise recognize that there is so much 

sorrow and pain... We are called to open our eyes and hearts 
to God’s way of acting that establishes his Kingdom in his 
way. It is by attuning ourselves to his way of being and acting 
that we collaborate with him, as workers in his vineyard. 
Otherwise it ceases to be ‘of God and becomes only our 
work.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 2) 
 

ALL: Don Bosco “was always present for everything; he 

was involved in a multitude of works, always pressured 
by problems, always engaged in checking on requests 
and in consultations… And yet his spirit was always 

elsewhere: always on high, where the weather was 
always clear, where calmness reigned supreme, and he 

was always in control. This is the way by which in Don 
Bosco’s work was indeed effective as prayer. This is the 

way Don Bosco carried out the great principle of 
Christian life: he who works, prays.” (Biographical Memoirs 19, p. 67, 70) 

 

L: “Looking at reality with God’s ‘eyes’ and ‘heart’, we 
will understand that smallness and humility do not 

mean weakness and inertia. There is little we can do in 
the face of much that is required of us. However, it is 

never ‘not enough’ or irrelevant, because it is God who 
gives it growth. It is God’s strength that comes to our 
aid. And it is God who ultimately accompanies our 

commitment, our efforts, our being poor yeast in the 
dough. Provided we do all we can and always in his 

name.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 2) 
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ALL: In 1887 in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Rome, no 
less than fifteen times after he had started the Holy Mass, 
Don Bosco had to stop, overcome by powerful emotion. He 
said: “There appeared before my eyes the scene when at the 
age of ten I dreamt about the Congregation. I could actually 
see and hear my mother and brothers, as they argued about 
the dream. At that time our Lady had said, ‘In due time you 
will understand everything.’ Since that day, sixty-two years of 

hardships, sacrifices, and struggles have passed by...” and “he 
blessed the Divine Providence with tears in his eyes, as he 
lifted his gaze confidently to his imminent rest in the eternal 
peace within God’s bosom” (Biographical Memoirs 19, pp. 288-289). 

 
SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Baker's Dozen Concert at the Salesian Family Youth Center (5:37) / 

For Tomorrow Manifesto (1:13) 

 

L: “‘And he cured all of them’: this is the ‘lay’ face of 
Jesus amid the ‘laos’, the people, where no distinction is 
made between social class or origins. They all seem to 

be united by poverty and the need for help – a 
vulnerability that is not foreign to him as the first verses 

show where the open hostility of the Pharisees is spoken 
of: a warning sign of the cross that is approaching and 
where his becoming poor to enrich us will reach full 

completion (cf. 2 Cor 8: 9).” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 2) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: “Sometimes our human contribution or our little 

effort may seem insignificant, but they are always 
precious before God. We must not and cannot measure 
the effectiveness or results of our efforts by placing the 

value on how much we invest in them, the effort 
required of us, because the ultimate reason and motive 

for everything is God.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 2) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “Let us not lose ourselves in excuses that paralyze the 

mission and construction of the Kingdom. Even for Don 
Bosco the best could be the enemy of the good: it is not 

necessary to wait for ideal circumstances to take the first 
step. Being aware of our limitations, free from sterile 

triumphalism and self-reference, and at the same time 
full of trust – this is the style of the Kingdom lived 
according to the Salesian charism.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, 

SDB, Strenna 2023, 2) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 
 
 

 

L: “‘The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties 

of the men of this age, especially those who are poor or 
in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the 

griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ. Indeed, 
nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their 
hearts’ (Gaudium et Spes, 1)...  

 

ALL: It is an invitation to feel solidarity and enter 

without fear in this time that we are given to live, with 
challenges that seem to grow more and more in 
intensity, that are increasingly global and where the first 

to be touched, often tragically, are the youngest cohorts 
of the population. It is an encouragement to discover the 

meaning of our existence in the awareness that my life is 
never isolated from everyone else’s. The ‘I’ and the ‘we’ 

can only exist and live well together.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, 

SDB, Strenna 2023, 3) 
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L: The Biographical Memoirs of Don Bosco describes 

his canonization on April 1, 1934 by Pope Pius XI: 
“People of both sexes, of all ages and classes… students, 

professional people, blue collar workers, smartly dressed 
ladies and ladies of the working class, extraordinarily 

varied in appearance, in apparel, and language, stood 
should to shoulder… all united, sharing the heartbeat of 
Don Bosco and of Pius XI... Then the royalty came: the 

King and Queen of Thailand with three royal princes, 
along with princes and princesses from Denmark, 

Austria, Belgium, Spain, Piedmont, and many others 
from all over Europe. There was Prince Frederick 

Leopold of Prussia, a new convert: He had gone to 
Rome to attend Don Bosco’s canonization, and only a 
day before he had converted to Catholicism and 

renounced the protestant faith; he received his first 
Communion that same Easter Sunday morning.” 
(Biographical Memoirs 19, pp. 239-241)  
 

ALL: “The parable of the yeast and the proposal of this 
Strenna help us to attune ourselves to the evolution, over 
time, of the processes that shape human history. The 

yeast added to the dough needs its own time to ferment; 
and we too have a responsibility and a commitment in 

building this human family so that the world may be 
more livable, more just, more fraternal.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez 

Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 3) 

 
SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Salesian Service Day 2015 (4:18) / Takashi Tanemori - The World I 

Want to Live In (2:59, White House Student Film Festival) 

 

L: “We know how much good we are surrounded by, 
but also how much suffering, injustice and pain still 
grips the world in which we live... The cry of the poor is 
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growing, the majority of whom are children, teenagers 
and young adults: we face challenges that are as 

widespread as they are close to those we find at the 
beginning of our mission. We are made for this time no 

less than Don Bosco was for his.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, 3) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “Therefore, as members of Don Bosco’s Family and 

inspired by the Gospel dynamic of the yeast, we intend 
to deepen and recognize the richness of being part of this 

human and Salesian Family where so many in this 
Family are laymen and laywomen, and where as 
consecrated persons we must enrich ourselves with this 

complementarity.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 3) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: “Grateful for this, and as an authentic and united 
family, we seek to make the most, in our various 

cultures and societies, of the gift of their lives, the 
strength of their faith, the beauty of their family, their 

life and work experience, and their talents in interpreting 
and living the charism and mission of Don Bosco for the 

youth and the world of today.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, 3) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 
 

 

 

L: “This is how things are: the lay person in the Church 
and in the Salesian Family is and will increasingly be a 
committed Christian who ‘sanctifies the world from 
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within’... They live in the world, that is, in each and in 
all of the secular professions and occupations. They live 

in the ordinary circumstances of family and social life, 
from which the very web of their existence is woven. 

They are called there by God that by exercising their 
proper function and led by the spirit of the Gospel they 

may work for the sanctification of the world from within 
as a leaven.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 4) 

 

ALL: “And, just as yeast in the dough goes almost 
completely unnoticed, so does our collaboration in 

building the Church and a more human, more just 
society and one that is more in accordance with the will 

of God, ask us to consider that it is more important to 
do good than it is to have the good that is done 
attributed to us. The most important thing will always 

be to contribute to the good of society and the world, 
even ‘without copyright’, without confusing effective 

action with being at the centre of attention, also 
recognizing that the good done by others is at least as 

good as ours.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 4) 
 

L: “The dearest, most sacred, and most longstanding 

relationship in his own life was with his mother... He 
has a delicate appreciation of his obligations to women, 

whether older our younger than he, who helped him in 
the course of his life… In women he appreciated 
dedication to charitable works and faith. He did not 

want people to make fun of them by calling them 
‘sentimentally pious ladies’… With women his behavior 

was easy and in line with the etiquette of the day. By 
instincts and upbringing he was on the alert to avoid 

anything that might foster malicious impressions.” (Pietro 

Stella, SDB,  Don Bosco: Religious Outlook and Spirituality, p. 418-419) 
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ALL: “Like Don Bosco, we live with our feet on the 
ground and our eyes fixed on heaven. In this regard, a 

qualified member of our Salesian Family offered us his 
own vital reflection as a lay person in the world and in 

the Family of Don Bosco, defining lay believers in the 
Church and in the Family of Don Bosco as those men 

and women who have a threefold belonging: to Christ, 
to the Church and to the world.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, 4) 

 
SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Working at Salesian College Sunbury (3:13) / Salesian College Sunbury Hall 

of Fame 2018 - Richard Dickmann (1:55) / Salesian College Sunbury Hall of Fame Jonathan Tarascio 

(2:55) 

L: “It is from and in lay life itself, which in many cases 
passes through the specific vocation in the family and a 
professional role in the world, that the laity, and in 

particular the Christian laity, the laity of the Family of 
Don Bosco, are called to establish, promote and support 

the Gospel values in society and in history, contributing 
to the ‘consecratio mundi’, the consecration of the 

world, to the establishment of the Kingdom of God here 
and now.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 4) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: “Don Bosco was a priest of the diocese of Turin who 

founded two congregations of consecrated men and 
women, and two other lay associations; and with all of 
them, and with many others he knew how to involve 

people, he immersed himself very intensely in the 
‘world’ in which he lived, in the life and problems of 

hundreds of thousands of young people, fearlessly 
overcoming great difficulties and borders, with a 

fruitfulness that inspires millions of people today – 
beyond national, cultural and religious differences.” (Fr. 

Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 4) 



16 

 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: “The eyes of faith behold a wonderful scene: that of a 
countless number of lay people, both women and men, 

busy at work in their daily life and activity, oftentimes 
far from view and quite unacclaimed by the world, 
unknown to the world's great personages but 

nonetheless looked upon in love by the Father, untiring 

laborers who work in the Lord's vineyard. Confident 

and steadfast through the power of God's grace, these 
are the humble yet great builders of the Kingdom of God 

in history.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 4) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

 
 

 

L: “Don Bosco was able to involve so many people, 
making them active and enterprising agents of the same 

dream of salvation for young people...  Referring to the 
field and vineyard of the Gospel parables and the 

strength of his personal experience of peasant life, he 
helps young people in Valdocco to understand how 

everyone can play their part, always precious and 
important, in the growth of the Kingdom of God. It is a 
secular, evangelical and ecclesial example of how we are 

called to bring our talents to fruition together, each 
according to his or her life story, ability and calling.” (Fr. 

Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 5) 

 

ALL: “The shared mission with the laity reaches its 
most complete and full development when they are 
members of one of the 32 groups of the Salesian Family 

of whom, as we know, twelve are lay groups” (GC 28, p. 42)... 
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“Today the Salesian Family... form a single vital 
organism, and this explains their convergence with each 

other and also the differences between them... ‘Without 
you we are no longer ourselves’ can be the compelling 

slogan which each group is called upon to make its own 
and express in its daily living... (The Common Identity Card of the 

Salesian Family of Don Bosco, art. 3) 
 

L: “Fr. Barberis takes up Don Bosco’s words: ‘How 

much work there is to be done to see that everyone is 
saved; but the laborers are few... And note well that 

laborers here does not only mean priests, preachers and 
confessors, as some believe, who certainly are put there 
to work and are directly involved in gathering the 

harvest, but they are not alone, they are not enough’... 
We were born charismatically as a community and as a 

communion of people of different social backgrounds, 
states of life, professional profiles... all united by the 

same mission and motivated by the same charismatic 
drive that Don Bosco knew how to pass on.” (Fr. Angel 

Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 5) 

 

ALL: “The Spirit formed in Don Bosco a heart as great 

as the shores of the sea, and made him the Father and 
Teacher of a multitude of young people and the founder 

of a vast spiritual family” (The Common Identity Card of the Salesian Family 

of Don Bosco, art. 1)... “Don Bosco, through his stature of 
holiness, finds a unique place among the founders of 

religious institutes in the Church. His life became an 
epic, his rule a spirit, his holiness a type and model... 

The prodigious fertility of the Salesian Family, a 
significant phenomenon in the perennial vitality of the 

Church, is evidence of this (The Common Identity Card of the Salesian 

Family of Don Bosco, art. 2). 
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SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Simone Srugi, Salesian of the Holy Land, witness of holiness in daily life 

(5:19) / Thousands in Israel protest legal changes planned by Netanyahu government • FRANCE 24 

English (1:44) 

 

L: The Rector Major points out: “It is undeniable that 
we were immediately born as a group of God’s people: it 
is the nature of our charism and our mission. I am well 

aware – and I try to pass on this awareness to the whole 
of our Salesian Family – of a particularly obvious fact: 

only together, only by living in communion can we do 
something meaningful today.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 

2023, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: The Rector Major reminds us: “I launched a strong 
appeal to the entire Salesian Congregation regarding our 
shared mission with the laity – an appeal that serves the 

whole Family of Don Bosco – and not listening to it 
would lead, in the not too distant future, to a point of 

dangerous non-return... for the good of those who 
decide and have decided to enter into this style of 

mission, formation, shared life that opens new horizons 
in the future for the charism of Don Bosco...” (Fr. Angel 

Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: The Rector Major emphasizes: “At the same time 
there is also another dangerous and risky non-return for 

those who instead fail to or do not want to cross this 
threshold and remain locked into forms of self-
referential isolation: no longer in step with the times in 

the way of living and interpreting the Salesian presence 
and destined to become irrelevant and to become extinct 

as the years proceed.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 5) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “From Don Bosco down to our own times we 
recognize a tradition of holiness to which we need to 

pay attention, since the incarnation of the charism that 

had its origin in him found its expression in a variety of 

states of life and in different forms, it is a question of 
men and women, young people and adults, consecrated 
persons and lay people, bishops and missionaries who in 

certain historical, cultural and social contexts, different 
in time and place, made the special light of the Salesian 

charism shine out...” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 6) 
 

ALL: Let Salesian holiness be known. Don Bosco said: 
“This is how a young person will reason, ‘A house, a 
school, a congregation which can turn out such saintly 

youths is worthy of my love and admiration; and if I 
wanted to become a priest (or religious), that’s where I 

would want to be” (Julius Barberis, SDB, Transcribed Minutes, 

General Chapter II, 4 September 1880).  
 

L: “With humility and a deep sense of gratitude, we 

recognize in the Salesian Family a great tree with many 

fruits of holiness. These are men and women, young 
people and adults who have filled their lives with the 
leaven of love, a love that is given to the end, faithful to 

Jesus Christ and to his Gospel.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, 6) 

 

ALL: “Among the 173 Saints, Blessed, Venerables, 

Servants of God of our Family, 25 are lay people who 
have embodied the Salesian charism in the family, in the 
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Salesian house, in secular life, in their profession, a 
privileged space of Christian witness, and in different 

social, historical and cultural contexts... rich in aspects, 
sides, shapes and colors of lay life lived in different 

contexts, in different centuries, with different vocations, 
but full of simple holiness in everyday life – that ‘next 

door’ secular holiness that will always do us so much 
good to discover.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 6) 

 

SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Ceferino Namuncura the way to holiness (2:08) / Argentina: Indigenous 

Mapuches campaign for land rights (2:31) 

 

 

L: In Bl. Ceferino Namuncurá, a young Mapuche, you 
recall to us the value and respect of indigenous cultures 

and the work of inculturation of faith and the charism. (cf. 

Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 6) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: In Bl. Albert Marvelli, a former student of the oratory 

at Rimini, you challenge us to be involved in the social 
and political world especially when gospel values are at 
stake. (cf. Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 6) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: In the Spanish salesian cooperator and martyr Bl. 
Bartolomé Blanco Márquez, layman and engaged to be 
married, you ask us to be engaged in the ecclesial, social 

and associative reality of our environment. (cf. Fr. Angel 

Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 6) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
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L: “Worried mothers often came to Don Bosco seeking 
ways to get their sons out of the corruptive environment 
of factories and shops and to place them where they 

could learn a craft or trade without losing their souls. 
Don Bosco did his utmost to help them – sometimes 

even with jobs outside Turin through his many 
connections… However, Don Bosco realized that he 

would not be able by himself to carry out his plans for 
Christian workshops… Long experience had taught him 
that individual enterprises generally fade away after the 

death of the very men who had created them. That is 
why he never gave up his dream of founding a religious 

congregation designed to achieve this specific purpose. 
(Biographical Memoirs 4, pp. 461-462) 

 

ALL: The Rector Major acknowledges in the Strenna: 
“I want to strongly affirm how vast, extensive and 

demanding is the task that young people have before 
them in the Church and in the world. If they accept the 

challenge of being truly today’s young people, active in 
their Christian and social commitment and true ‘yeast’ 

in the human family...” (cf. Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 7) 
 

L: “While looking after the academic education of his 

students, Don Bosco... not only continued to visit them 
at work to see if there was any moral danger or to check 

on their progress, but he also took the trouble to enter 
into formal contracts with their employees and see to it 
that they were kept… Each of these agreements differed 

in some respects; duration of the contract and wages 
varied according to the age and ability of the boy and 
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the complexity of the trade he was to learn… But often 
the employers were too exacting and the boys rather 

careless, but his love for his fellowmen found a solution 
for everything. Whether they were drafted or simply 

accepted by him, these agreements clearly reveal his 
solicitude for all those entrusted to his care.” (Biographical 

Memoirs 4, pp. 204-206) 

 

ALL: The Rector Major in his Strenna gives this 

“precious proposal for every young Christian and 
Salesian who wants to be a missionary disciple of the 

Lord today”: “Be truly yeast in the human family to all 
of you, dear young people. These challenges demand 

that you say ‘yes or no’ to your commitment to building 
a more just and fraternal world with your life, your 
formation, your studies, your work and your vocation. 

These challenges place you at the crossroads of 
accepting or rejecting a challenging and exciting life in 

which to put all your strength and energies according to 
God’s dream for each of you.” (cf. Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, 

Strenna 2023, 7) 
 

SPIRITUAL VIEWING: Helping families cross the border from Ukraine to Poland (6:21) / This 

isn't a trip This isn't a drill This is real This is war (2:34) 

 

L: The Strenna presents the task given by St. John Paul 
II to young people – “the defense of human life in all 
situations; the promotion of the family and the 

eradication of poverty... the defense of human rights and 
work to ensure disarmament; the fight against major 

diseases and access for all to the most necessary 
medicines; the protection of nature and prevention of 

natural disasters; and finally, the strict application of 
international law and conventions...” (cf. Fr. Angel Fernandez 

Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 7) 
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ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 
 

L: Pope Benedict XVI lists the current challenges that 
today’s young people can engage – “the use of the 

earth’s resources, respect for ecology, the just 
distribution of goods and the control of financial 
mechanisms, the fight against hunger in the world, 

promotion of the dignity of work, human solidarity with 

the poorest countries, service to the culture of life, inter-

religious dialogue and the construction of peace among 
peoples and nations.” (Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB, Strenna 2023, 7) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

L: Pope Francis, for his part, proposes a series of 
demanding tasks that await young people – “there are 

terrible and painful contexts of war... violence that 
manifests itself in many different ways... The pain of 

migration in inhuman situations and the scourge of 
xenophobia cannot be forgotten. The discarding of 

people around the world, racism and the violation of 
universal human rights are other realities of a world in 
which there is also so much pain.” (cf. Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, 

SDB, Strenna 2023, 7) 

ALL: St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 

 

Happy  

DB Day! 



24 

 

 
 


