Fifth Family Gathering on Amoris Laetitia and We Are Family
Chapter 4 of the Apostolic Exhortation
I. WELCOME and OPENING PRAYER


We gather as faithful sons and daughters of the Church



And as faithful sons and daughters of Don Bosco



To live the call being made to us by the Holy Father and by the Rector Major

LECTIO DIVINA AND FAITH SHARING: I CORINTHIANS 13*
Invocation to the Holy Spirit: Pray a prayer invoking the Holy Spirit to illumine you
1. Lectio: Read passage once (either aloud for all or in silence)
1 If

I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
4 Love

is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8 Love

never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13 And

now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Share a word or phrase that touches you
2. Meditatio: Read passage again; Allow that word/phrase to speak to you in your heart and gather its meaning to you
Share the reason why it touches you; Read the passage a third time
3. Contemplatio: Allow yourself to live in a loving, silent, adoring presence with the Lord
4. Oratio: Express a prayer in response to this loving encounter with the Lord in Lectio Divina
5. Actio: Share an action you will take to live what you have understood
Conclude with the Hail Mary, invoking Our Lady’s help to live your resolution
*Opening Prayer if gathering is begun outside of Holy Mass
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I. INTRODUCTION, from Don Roggia’s reflection
In his encyclical on the Joy of Love, Pope Francis chose as a love song the words of Paul in his first letter
to the Christians in Corinth. It was a 'family-community' with many problems - including very serious
trouble in terms of family relationships. Nevertheless, Paul believed they were capable of love, a love
that never ends. This means that it is possible for everyone to be transformed in love, in Corinth or anywhere else, in any era. And in our day nobody believes that more than Pope Francis!

II. STRENNA PRESENTATION BY DON ANGEL
In this chapter the Pope presents a theological vision of love in marriage and the family, commenting on
the hymn of love from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, highlighting some essential attitudes.
“Love is patient, love is kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way, it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong but rejoices in the right.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1 Cor 13:4-7)
Patience is not simply a matter of putting up with everything; it does not mean letting others ill-treat us,
accepting physical aggression, or allowing others to treat us as objects. Patience is a characteristic that
also defines the God of the Covenant. He shows his patience through mercy. Therefore, for us patience
ought to be an experience of compassion and self-control, in not reacting with violence in the face of the
weaknesses of others, and thus an experience of not allowing ourselves to be overcome by evil or be discouraged from doing what is right.

The Pope also speaks about an attitude of service as a dynamic and creative approach in the face of other peoples’ needs, as that kindly love that seeks what is best for others; a generous love that does good
because love is not a question only of feelings but also of the ability to do what is good.
Love rejoices in the good of others because where there is love there is no room for unpleasantness toward others. True love appreciates the success of others, not seeing it as a personal threat; it sincerely
values all human persons, recognizing their right to happiness. Envy, on the other hand, means being
sad about another’s good and an unconcern for others’ happiness.
In this list of Gospel vital attitudes, there is also reference to pride, which certainly is not compatible
with love, because pride is a desire for glory by someone who considers himself superior to others. Love,
on the other hand, does not exalt itself before others; on the contrary it is attentive, constructive, and
understanding; it takes care, protects, and helps the weak; the Pope goes so far as to say that arrogant
people are unbearable.
So that there can be a real encounter with the other person, a kind bearing is necessary – looking at the
other with a kindly eye. Loving-kindness builds new bonds, cultivates connections, creates new networks of integration, knits together a strong social fabric. Someone who loves is able to speak words of
encouragement, build up trust and strength, console, and energize.
Jesus was like that. He encouraged people. He would say: “Take heart my son; your sins are forgiven” (Matt 9:2); “Great is your faith!” (Matt 15: 28); “Arise!” (Mark 5:41); “Go in peace” (Luke 7:50); “Be
not afraid” (Matt 14:27). His were words that infused courage and hope. In our families we can learn
much from the words and especially the friendly attitude of Jesus.
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Detachment is another component of love. To love others we must first love ourselves, but not with a
love that seeks its own interests. “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Phil 2:4).
Practicing forgiveness means not taking account of evil; it is a question of adopting a positive attitude,
trying to understand other people’s weaknesses and finding excuses for them, as Jesus did: “Father forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). To be able to forgive we need to have an experience that is liberating; we need to feel the embrace of the unconditional love of God – who loves without limit.
Love rejoices with others, rejoices in the truth, rejoices in the good of others. It recognizes their dignity
and their good works. Love gives of itself, is able to take a risk – because “God loves a cheerful giver” (2
Cor 9:7) and “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
Love excuses all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. This brings out strongly
the countercultural power of love, which can face anything. Love does not damage the reputation of others and does not unload its feelings of resentment. Love also welcomes someone who causes one inconvenience, knows how to live with imperfection, excuses, and remains silent in the face of the limitations
of the one loved.
Spouses, the Pope writes, need to learn to speak well of each other, highlighting the good points of their
partner and not making so much of the weaknesses. This means watching what they say because sometimes the tongue “is full of deadly poison” (James 3:8).
RIGHT CLICK ON PICTURE TO HYPERLINK TO VIDEO:

Love is motivated by trust. It does not seek to control the other person or follow every step the other
takes to prevent him or her from escaping from us. Love leaves others free; it renounces any wish to
control everything, to possess or dominate the other. Love leaves room for autonomy, openness, and
freedom since where there is no love there is no freedom.
Love hopes all things. It is important to believe that the other person can change and become better; to
believe that a growth in maturity is possible and hidden potential can bear fruit.
Love, sanctified by the sacrament of matrimony or “conjugal love,” is dynamic and continues to grow under the inspiration of grace (since it is God who sanctifies); and if this love does not grow, it begins to
run into danger. It is said that growth in conjugal love is possible through divine grace, but it also grows
with the help of human effort, inner silence, a heart that listens, detachment, dialogue, prayer, the education of the emotions (overcoming a lack of self-control and obsession), and the habit of giving importance to the other person and not underrating the other’s requests and wishes.
Toward the end of the chapter, the Pope refers to celibacy and virginity for the sake of the Kingdom.
Love, the Pope says, shows itself in different ways and different styles of life in accordance with different
vocations. Celibacy and virginity for the sake of the Kingdom are forms of love; they are a gift of God (1
Cor 7:7). There is neither superiority nor inferiority between the different vocations. Matrimony and celibacy are two complementary vocations.
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III. REFLECTION BY DON ROGGIA
It's good for us to sing this love song with Pope Francis. In his pastoral wisdom, he knows how to put
together the height and depth of the mystery: Deus Caritas Est: God is Love... nothing less! In our day-today pilgrimage along the path of love in family life, three words need to be used: ‘Please’, ‘Thank you’,
‘Sorry'... (AL 133). But be careful: this is not a song on the radio to distract us when we are in the queue
at the traffic lights. We need to devote our best time to it, without haste, letting these pages enlarge our
hearts little by little, warming it with the joy of love. Take one verse at a time and don’t try to sing it all
in one breath! This chapter has 54 pages in the Italian edition (published by the Paulines). It is the longest of the nine chapters of Amoris Laetitia. This shows how important it is for the Pope.
Here we limit ourselves to the leitmotiv of the hymn, to charity as interpreted by Pope Francis. Four
phrases say it all. “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.”
Love bears all things
All things! Love and all things go so well together that when we look for something less than all, love is
not found. St Paul sums up the heart of charity in these four phrases. They remind us of the eight beatitudes in Matthew 5.3 – 10 that sum up the whole of the Gospel.
It starts from 'πάντά στέγέι', which is translated as “bears or forgives all things”. “Love coexists with
imperfection. It “bears all things” and can hold its peace before the limitations of the loved one. (AL
113). Pope Francis begins with the way we talk to each other.
“Married couples joined by love speak well of each other; they try to show their spouse’s good side, not
their weakness and faults. In any event, they keep silent rather than speak ill of them. This is not merely a way of acting in front of others; it springs from an interior attitude.” (AL 113)
The inner attitude that is behind this first way of loving all thigs is the starting point. Without it we cannot go on to the other three steps.
The agreement with the first two beatitudes is very clear if we go beyond the surface of the words as
they sound in our translations. Those who are not poor and do not know how to suffer (Blessed are
those who mourn) cannot go further on the path of the Kingdom of God. When we accept our limits
('before God we are all poor' as Mother Teresa used to say) and recognize that we are 'humus', that we
are so much part of humanity and for this reason so loved, then our heart opens to compassion for the
limits of others. Being able to weep together opens the way to consolation, in which the absolute specialist is the Holy Spirit.
It takes a great mind to be able to make room for our poverty and the poverty of others. The first thing
St Paul says about charity is that it expands: άγάπη μάκροθυμέι. That word μάκροθυμέι needs to be
translated right: it means to enlarge, to become 'macro', to make room and to take time: "Charity is patient". (1 Cor 13.4).
Patience takes root when I recognize that other people also have a right to live in this world, just as they
are. It does not matter if they hold me back, if they unsettle my plans, or annoy me by the way they act
or think, or if they are not everything I want them to be. Love always has an aspect of deep compassion
that leads to accepting the other person as part of this world, even when he or she acts differently than I
would like. (AL 92).
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We start from the cradle, where our poverty is almost absolute and where we depend on other people's
compassion for everything - the same situation that will be repeated at the end of life. The cradle introduces us from the early days of life to the first beatitude that opens the way to the Kingdom of God. The
fact of the manger in a stable in Bethlehem makes the message all the more clear and universal. The
kingdom of heaven is accessible only by the door of poverty.
The family is the cradle of life and love starting with the poverty of spirit, by which we learn to relate to
one another with the “bears all things” of charity.
Mary and Joseph are reliable guides if we want to start off on the right foot to make the family the cradle
of life and love. In other things we are now much more experienced, but in terms of evangelical poverty,
which opens the heart to the love that bears all things, no one knows better or does it better than they
do.
During this month we should make St Paul’s hymn to charity our rule of life. (1 Cor 13.1 to 13). The
braver ones among us might even memorize these 13 verses so as to have them with us forever.
Love believes all things
Trust, have confidence and smile.
This slogan become familiar through the ADMA shirts for World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow. It's like a
training program. The more you practise it the more you grow in confidence.
Trust is the oxygen of love.
Basic trust recognizes God’s light shining beyond the darkness, like an ember glowing beneath the ash.
This trust enables a relationship to be free. It means we do not have to control the other person, to follow their every step lest they escape our grip. Love trusts, it sets free, it does not try to control, possess
and dominate everything. (AL 114-115)
Trust is the most effective way to learn to be faithful. In Lumen Fidei, another encyclical written jointly
by Pope Benedict and Pope Francis, being 'faithful' befits God as much as us (LF 10). “Man is faithful
when he believes in God and his promises; God is faithful when he grants to man what he has promised”.
He is faithful and has trust in us.
If “bears all things” needs to be enlarged, so too the exercise of trust in God and neighbour expands the
heart. It enables us to embrace his will, as we pray in the Our Father, and to do so to the extent we see
exemplified in the first joyful mystery in Nazareth and the first sorrowful mystery in Gethsemane.
Believing is not a yes or no that can be turned on by pressing a switch: It is a workout that makes us
grow day by day, until we desire only what pleases God, hungering and thirsting as in the fourth beatitude.
When we trust, our horizon widens. Mary’s little dream of family life with Joseph, the village carpenter,
is overtaken by the dream of God, that does not exclude Nazareth, or the carpenter's shop, or the humble house in that unknown village of Galilee. Everything becomes part of a greater love, 'sicut in caelo, et
in terra' (on earth as in heaven). Interestingly, in the original text both in Greek and in Latin, heaven is
mentioned before earth. God is the first to trust and he raises us to that measure of greatness if we on
our part say ‘yes’.
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Pope Francis assures us that the same dynamic also applies in the home. If our love 'believes all things',
we begin to discover and share the greatness that everyone carries inside: a family marked by loving
trust, come what may, helps its members to be themselves. (AL 115).
Love hopes all things
There are two part in the beatitudes, clearly recognizable in the Greek text. There are 36 words in the
first part which includes the first four beatitudes, and 36 also in the second part which includes the
words merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and those persecuted for righteousness' sake.
Between the first and the second there is a change. In the first four beatitudes, the poor in spirit are
urged to open their hearts and to be hungry and thirsty only for what is pleasing to God. In the second
part, it is no longer the disciple who is the main agent. It is God himself who leads the dance. The disciples are called to enter 100% into the dynamics of the Kingdom of God, to be merciful 'like the Father’
with pure hearts until they see God and see life and the world with God’s eyes.
Love that hopes all things travels on the same wavelength. The last four beatitudes do not promise any
reward. The limits are pushed to the extreme. And what awaits us there is so infinitely large and magnificently beautiful that anything that smacks of limit, weakness or fragility no longer frightens. Everything
is but a beginning, a cradle of love, of life and joy that are endless and are there for us, our sure inheritance.
This phrase speaks of the hope of one who knows that others can change, mature and radiate unexpected beauty and untold potential. Each person, with all his or her failings, is called to the fullness of
life in heaven. There, fully transformed by Christ’s resurrection, every weakness, darkness and infirmity
will pass away. There the person’s true being will shine forth in all its goodness and beauty. (116-117)
This is the way of thinking of the Magnificat where the protagonist of all that Mary sings is the Almighty
and where the poor and hungry are raised up and filled with good things.
The Beatitudes are in perfect harmony with St Paul’s hymn to love. These eight verses Mt. 5, 3-10 should
be learned by heart and preserved in the memory.
Love endures all things
Panta hypomenei: This means that love bears every trial with a positive attitude. (AL 55). Translations are
capable of conveying the meaning only up to a certain point. Charity that is able to ‘stand under the
weight’ would probably be closer to the original. But rather than from the dictionary we get the meaning
better from the Mysteries of the Rosary. There we see what the true meaning of charity that 'endures all
things' when we look into the face of Love incarnate on the journey from Gethsemane to Golgotha.
Here, too, we need a change of perspective or rather, a true conversion, which means changing our customary way of understanding life. The 'persecution' of which the last beatitude speaks is not an accident
to be steered clear of and avoided at all costs. Rather, it is the culmination or point of arrival. It is the '’it
is finished'’ of that Friday afternoon that changed history forever. Sometimes we are so concerned about
physical pain that we cannot see that beyond it there can be such a magnitude and power of love, of
goodness, of forgiveness, such a force for change, that the pain becomes grace and becomes the mystery
of salvation. "For the sake of the joy that was set before him, [he] endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12.2).
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The 'Stabat Mater': Mary stands beneath the Cross (hypomenei!). This is the culmination or point of arrival of the ‘yes’ she said at Nazareth. This is the culmination of her virginity - total abandonment to the
mystery which enshrouded her life, and the culmination of her motherhood. It is captured beautifully in
Michelangelo’s Pieta: Mary holds in her arms her Son who has been taken down from the cross, the same
Son to whom she gave birth, the Son who took his bodily features from her. She is the young mother in
those infinite pangs giving life to all of us, members of her Son.
To convince us of the power of love that 'endures all things' Pope Francis chooses a long quote from a
modern prophet, to whom he dedicates an entire page. Here I report only a few lines, but it is worth
meditating on all the words of Martin Luther King. Pope Francis says:
“The person who hates you most has some good in him; even the nation that hates you most has some
good in it; even the race that hates you most has some good in it. And when you come to the point that
you look in the face of every man and see deep down within him what religion calls ‘the image of God’,
you begin to love him in spite of [everything]. No matter what he does, you see God’s image there. There
is an element of goodness that he can never sluff off…. (sermon of Martin Luther King at Montgomery,
Alabama, 17 November 1957 - in AL 118).

Seeds to be opened...
Loves bears all things: How do I speak of my family members? How do I speak to each of them? Do
the three words that Francis insists on - 'please, thank you, sorry' (AL 133) - form part of my everyday
vocabulary?
Love believes all things: How much trust do I show in the relationships I have with my family? When
do I trust and have confidence in the Lord and in Mary?
Love hopes all things: Accepting the invitation of Pope Francis I contemplate in the faces of those
with whom I live every day the 'fullness of life' to which everyone is called and destined.
Love bears all things: In prayer I present my small or large “sorrowful mysteries” to Jesus and Mary,
asking them for the strength to live them with greater love.

IV. VIDEO, POWER POINT PRESENTATION, OR GUIDED GROUP READING

Introduction by Fr. Pat Angelucci, SDB* (also on Don Bosco Salesian Portal YouTube Channel)
Power Point Series on Amoris Laetitia by Sr. Theresa Kelly, FMA*
Diocese of Broken Bay Study Guide*
Monthly Reflections of Don Ruggia, SDB, for ADMA*
World Meeting of Families’ Amoris Programme (beginning in the Fall)*
The Joy of Love: Group Reading Guide by Bill Huebsch (will need to be purchased)
N.B. – All of the above come with prepared discussion questions
*Available for linking to/downloading from the homepage of https://DonBoscoSalesianPortal.org
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V. PERSONAL REFLECTION TIME and MEAL & SHARING AT TABLE/SMALL GROUP SHARING

VI. LARGE GROUP SHARING
Bringing back to the large group the discussion held at table or in the small groups

VII. INTRODUCTION TO THE ROSARY AS THE PRAYER OF MARY AND THE HOLY FAMILY (from a
former reflection of Don Roggia)
The form may change, but the essence is the same: the principle and the foundation of family life is the
Lord, through dialogue with him in prayer, contemplation of the mysteries of our salvation in the
text of the scriptures and through the recitation of the rosary.
There is a popular saying in the English-speaking world: ‘The family that prays together stays together’. This is the anchor of the family unit that goes straight to the centre in the mystery of the Trinity, as Pope Francis says in the early paragraphs of Amoris Laetitia. This is the first and ultimate source
of communion, of which the union of man and woman in conjugal love is the closest image.
Mary is our teacher – the one who teach us to pray, to know and live the mystery of the 'Word made
flesh' in a form accessible to all. Don Bosco is a very credible witness, along with all the other saints,
each in their own unique way, that if we go to Jesus through Mary we can never go wrong, and it bears
fruit beyond all expectation.

VIII. APPLICATION TO THE SALESIAN FAMILY
3.4 In the school of life and love that is the family.
This is one of the fundamental keys of Amoris Laetitia and is something of the utmost importance for
the contribution that we as the Salesian Family ought to be offering in response to the call that the
Church is making on behalf of families: awareness of the great mission that families have, from their different standpoints, as schools of life and love.
With other people, groups, and institutions we shall be at the side of families. We shall walk together
with them, but we can never substitute what is irreplaceable in families, namely, their essential vocation
to be “communities of love and life.”


A first contribution to be offered to families will be to help them become aware that they really are
the “patrimony of humanity,” the first and shared school of humanity, in which the vocation to love
grows and is cultivated, since it is in families, at least as long as they have not been too deeply damaged, that things are considered not so much in terms of the individual’s advantage as in their benefit for all. All the members are recognized as being good in themselves and, in general, preferential
treatment is given to the weakest: the little ones, the sick, the handicapped, and the elderly.



Another special characteristic of the family is its being a school of life and love because the family is
the home; it is the hearth. This expression “hearth and home” in some of our cultures is full of affection and human warmth – “making oneself at home’ – because it involves something much richer
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than the house’s physical space. “The hearth and home is the nest, the cradle of life. It is the special place
for life, where it is welcomed responsibly, educated with generous dedication, celebrated joyfully, fed
with the bread of work and tears, healed when injured, and mourned when it is no more.” For this reason, when the family is missing it is very difficult to replace. The social services of the State can compensate for the family only to a limited degree, or mitigate its absence. In fact, “for the infant the family is a
primary, unlimited ‘resource,’ and it continues to be so also for the adult.”


The family becomes a school that prepares for life when within it dialogue, communication, and mutual understanding are taught and learned. When these values are being lived in the family,
the children learn to listen, converse, share, and take an interest in whatever concerns their life together, the home, and individuals. And we all know that being able to live together, understand each
other, excuse, and forgive are attitudes that go together.

When such an atmosphere is fostered, the family becomes a place to live where people look out for each
other and think about what is best for the others, whom they respect and for whose ways they make allowances. They learn different attitudes that may seem contradictory but prepare them for life when
they are adopted in harmony:
- dialogue and personal responsibility;
- autonomy and solidarity;
- taking care of oneself and seeking what is best for everyone;
- being assertive about one’s proper place in the family and being able to forgive;
- a readiness to express one’s own opinion, and at the same time being able to listen and observe a respectful silence.

IX. MOVING FORWARD
3.5 Decisive Salesian Pastoral Mission: ACCOMPANYING and DEVELOPING PROCEDURES
Helping families to educate and grow with affection and the heart, with all that this implies in our educational system (Preventive). We know how slow the process of growth to human maturity is. After first
being born comes the second initiation into life, which consists in the transmission of values. For this
“the children need that protected space and that affective security that they find in the love of their parents; and in their turn they strengthen and enrich the bond of love in the relationship between the parents.” In our role as educators and evangelizers, we have to give priority to this aspect. Along these
lines, we have to build permanent bridges with parents for the benefit of their children in order to discover together how to cultivate in families and in our centers a welcoming, listening attitude, dialogue
that avoids being authoritarian without providing reasons, close relationships, giving people the time
they need, personal contact, the affection that overcomes barriers and distances.
In the letter we have mentioned, Pope Benedict XVI, referring to the “educational emergency” [in Europe], stresses the need to educate on the basis of love: “It needs first of all that closeness and trust
which are born from love. I am thinking of the first and fundamental experience of love which children
have, or at least should have, from their parents. Yet every true teacher knows that if he is to educate he
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must give a part of himself, and that it is only in this way that he can help his pupils overcome selfishness and become in their turn capable of authentic love.” We know very well what he is talking about if
we think about Don Bosco, who asks us not only to love the young but to let them know they are loved.
We need to be able to pass on to parents this message in a very convincing manner.
Helping parents and families understand, especially in times of difficulty, that, from the spiritual point of
view, the life of every marriage and every family unfolds on the basis of the law of progression and gradualness, and likewise on a development that is continuously renewed and deepened in the Mystery of
Christ. There are many values that can be shared with parents and children; for example, the value of
constantly exercising tolerance and patience; spending time with each other; giving expression to signs
of love, affection, tenderness, and respect; gratitude and love for each other. Part also of this experience
are family prayers and the celebration of faith. “It is a beautiful thing to be with adult couples who in
spite of their advanced age, show in a mature way that they are in love. It is an expression of a human
experience preserved and made a success from the human and spiritual points of view.”
– Let us not to be afraid of proposing human and spiritual values to our young people and to their families. Families often need this and are grateful for it.
- As far as is possible let us contribute to ensuring and promoting in families the sense of the joy of loving.
– Let us ensure that in our houses our availability is expressed in hospitality and welcome, especially for
those to whom we are sent and their families.


Finally let us tirelessly and decisively return to the atmosphere of Valdocco.
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X. CONCLUDING PRAYER:

PRAYER TO THE HOLY FAMILY FROM AMORIS LAETITIA
“Let us make this journey as families, let us keep walking together. What we have been promised is greater than we can imagine. May we never lose heart because of our limitations, or ever stop seeking that fullness of love and communion which God
holds out before us.” – Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, 325.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendor of true love;
to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again experience
violence, rejection and division;
may all who have been hurt or scandalized
find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God’s plan.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
graciously hear our prayer.
Amen.
Materials necessary:
Laptop, LCD Projector, and Internet
Handouts: Reflection Booklets or Photocopies of Readings/Reflection Questions
Folders, pens, and a holy card with the Prayer to the Holy Family
Copies of We Are Family and Amoris Laetitia (also available on Don Bosco Salesian Portal in multiple
languages)
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