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THE JULY/AUGUST MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR from the Salesian Bulletin 
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB  

“Three Stoles, Three Wonderful Stories: and a Heart that Doesn’t Forget” 

My dear friends 

and readers of the 

Salesian Bulletin,  

I’m delighted to 

meet you again in 

this monthly ap-

pointment that we have in 

the magazine that Don Bosco 

founded and loved so much. 

Through the Salesian Bulle-

tin Don Bosco wanted to 

make known the good that 

was being done in our Salesi-

an houses, especially in the 

Salesian missions; as he also 

hoped to find many who 

would want to help him carry 

out his mission among the 

young. 

I’d like to share with you a 

simple reflection about two 

things that happened to me 

during my visits with Salesi-

ans around the world. The 

protagonist, in each case, is a 

stole. 

Certainly, I need to begin by 

explaining what a STOLE is 

since not all our readers may 

be familiar with this term.  

The stole is the distinctive 

element of the liturgical vest-

ments that the priest wears. 

The priest puts it over his 

shoulders, behind his neck, 

and lets it fall down past his 

belt. It marks the priest’s 

distinct dignity and consecra-

tion as one who is to serve 

the People of God; it brings to 

mind the sweet yoke of our 

Lord, the obligations of the 

priestly office, and it symbol-

izes in some way the sheep 

whom the Good Shepherd 

bears on his shoulders. 

In recent months, I was given 

three stoles that hold great 

significance. 

The stole of an anonymous 
woman  

The first stole was given to me 

during the feast of Mary Help 

of Christians, May 24, at Val-

docco. It’s a beautiful stole, 

hand-embroidered with gor-

geous gold thread, which had 

to have taken hundreds of 

hours of work. A lady devoted 

to Mary Help of Christians 

and to Don Bosco wished that 

it be worn for the celebration 

of Holy Mass and in the great 

procession of Mary Help of 

Christians that evening. It 

had been made with great 

sacrifice, simply, and with 

such great generosity and so 

much love for the Madonna. I 

celebrated the Eucharist 

wearing that stole, and I 

prayed in the procession with 

that stole, offering all the 

prayers of the thousands and 

thousands of people who were 

there, and my own in particu-

lar, for that woman (whom I 

didn’t know because the gift 

had been made anonymously), 

whose heart overflowed with 

love for the Help of Christians 

and with faith in the Lord. 

The stole of the youths under 
bombardment 

I received the second stole at 

Damascus, Syria, on an after-

noon when hundreds of boys 

and girls were gathered in the 

oratory. We celebrated Holy 

Mass that afternoon with 

more than a hundred young 

university animators. At the 

end of Mass, believing ardent-

ly that peace was near, just at 

the moment when we released 

a white dove as if to say to 

everyone that they could re-

joice for peace, some mortars 

fell very close by.  

So that afternoon those won-

derful young animators, with 

solemn faces and a faith that 

they really lived, gave me a 

handsome stole on which 

was embroidered in Arabic, 

“Remember us whenever you 

celebrate the Eucharist.” 

The stole of the young pris-
oners 

I received the third stole a 

month ago, during my visit 

to Mato Grosso in Brazil. At 

the end of a meeting with 

the young, one of the teach-

ers gave me a stole bearing 

on its back, written with in-

delible ink, the first and last 

names of the 56 young peo-

ple in our Salesian house. 

These aren’t young people 

with just any story. They’re 

young ones who are sen-

tenced to what once was 

called juvenile detention, a 

reformatory; they’re young 

people deprived of their free-

dom, because of some of-

fense, who after a hearing 

have been entrusted to us.  

They couldn’t come to our 

meeting, but they’d sent me 

the stole with their names, 

asking that I not forget them 

and promising that they in 

turn would remember me. I 

can assure you that every 

day I remember them at the 

Eucharist. 

I believe 

I believe heartily in the at-
tunement and communion of 
hearts. I believe strongly in 
prayer, especially when we 
pray for others. Praying for 
others is an expression of 
true love, whether we know 
them or not, people who 
come to dwell in our hearts 
at the moment that we re-
member them.  

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

 Aug. 5 - FMA First Profes-
sions, Hawthorne, NJ 

 Aug. 17 - SDB Perpetual 
Professions, Stony Point 

 Sept. 8 - FMA Jubilees, Mon-
treal 

 Sept. 21 - SDB Jubilees 

 Sept. 28 - SSCC Provincial 
Congress, Canada 

 Oct. 10-15 - FMA Provincial 
Chapter, Newton, NJ 

 Oct. 10-13 - SSCC Delegate 
Gathering & Regional En-
counter, Puebla, Mexico 

 Nov. 2 - SFDay, Montreal 

 Nov. 7-10 - ADMA In-
ternational Congress 
VIII,  Buenos Aires 

http://mariaauxiliadora2019.com.ar/
http://mariaauxiliadora2019.com.ar/
http://mariaauxiliadora2019.com.ar/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SF-SAINTS-MAX-SIZE-POSTER-2018.jpg
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In these years, I’ve come to under-
stand ever more clearly why Pope 
Francis implores us with insistence 
to pray for him. 

That’s why I want to leave you this 

testimony of the precious value of 

these three stoles. 

I want to carve into my memory and 

yours the inestimable value of every 

human encounter, however brief or 

lengthy, deep or quick it might be. If 

it is a human encounter, it is always 

special and we have to make it so. 

We will have a much better life if we 

live it this way.  

I want to etch into our minds how 

faith succeeds in moving hearts and 

wills. I have seen this everywhere in 

my journeys around the Salesian 

world.  

I want to state for 

the record that 

every day I under-

stand better what 

Don Bosco wrote to 

the boys at Valdoc-

co when he was far 

away from them. 

He called them 

“thieves.” Yes, 

that’s what he 

c a l l e d  t h e m : 

“ Y o u ’ r e  a l l 

thieves,” he said 

and then added, 

“because you’ve 

stolen my heart.” 

It’s so beautiful to 

feel that one’s heart can be stolen 

freely and in a very oblative way 

when it seeks only the good of other 

persons. 

I bless you all, and I promise you 

that the next time I put on one of 

these stoles I’ll also remember you, 

with whom I have shared the pro-

found meaning they have for me. 

Don Angel 

STRENNA 2020: “GOOD CHRISTIANS AND UPRIGHT CITIZENS” 

In, With, and For the Church Page 2 S. F. Snippets 

Nota bene: While I was presenting the 

commentary on the 2019 Strenna to the 

Salesian Family in Valdocco (Turin), 

some were already asking for the draft 

of the 2020 Strenna so that they could 

have it for the beginning of the educa-

tional-pastoral year in some parts of the 

world. 

I do this with joy, while insisting that 

this is only an outline, a draft, with the 

essential points that I will develop when 

I prepare a meditated, interiorized, and 

calm reflection, one that is, as far as 

possible, profound and understandable 

at the same time. 

I would like the Strenna to continue to 

help us have a central thread for pasto-

ral guidance in the new year in every 

part of the world.  I bless you all. 

After the meeting of the World Council of 

the Salesian Family in Turin in May, I 

decided to propose for the 2020 Strenna a 

theme that, in a paired form, embodies 

the essence of our Salesian education.  

We received it from Don Bosco himself:  to 

help our boys, girls, and young people be 

“good Christians and upright citizens.”  

We need to deepen more and more our 

identity as evangelizers and educators to 

the Faith. 

There’s a growing fragility, and some-

times inability, in being apostles and mis-

sionaries to the young. 

At the same time, there’s the risk of not 

educating our young people to a strong 

sense of citizenship, social justice, and 

Gospel values that lead them to make 

their own a life program based on service 

to others, commitment to public life, per-

sonal honesty, an “allergy” to all types of 

corruption, sensitivity to the world of im-

migrants, Creation and the “common 

home” that has been given to us, and the 

commitment to protect the defenseless—

those who have no say and who are dis-

carded. 

I wonder:  if we can’t educate to these val-

ues, what are we doing?  What kind of 

evangelization are we carrying out in Je-

sus’ name? 

Therefore, this educational commitment is 

today an expression of Jesus’ words:  “Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heav-

en” (Mt. 6:10).  This is and will continue to 

be Don Bosco’s true “politics of the Our 

Father.” 

Intro: What do we mean by Don 

Bosco’s “politics of the Our Father”? 

Since the reference to Don Bosco is so di-

rect and touches 

on one of the most 

sensitive themes 

in his history 

“within” the social

-political-ecclesial 

context in which 

he lived, I think 

it’s important to 

pay attention to 

what our sources 

say on this sub-

ject.  It is neces-

sary to have a 

clear idea of what 

involvement in the 

polis of his time 

was like for Don 

Bosco:  his great 

“yeses” and his most firm “noes,” which 

certainly cannot be transferred directly, 

unaltered, into our context. 

This year’s Strenna allows us to recon-

struct what Don Bosco thought and how 

he acted among the young, with the inten-

tion of preparing them for the society in 

which they found themselves.  Theirs was 

a society subject to dizzying changes in the 

midst of the Industrial Revolution, where 

poverty for many reached extreme levels:  

immense social and economic inequality, 

the growth of the phenomenon of begging, 

the abandonment of “migrant” children, 

and so on—all in 19th-century Italy. 

From the Biographical Memoirs, the ex-

pression “the politics of the Our Father” 

which Don Bosco used when he met with 

Pope Pius IX in 1867 has become well 

known.  As soon as Don Bosco was in the            

continued on the following page            

“Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven” (Mt. 6:10) 
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These are the same “politics” that pushed 

Don Bosco to give effective answers to new 

and persistent emergencies for the good of 

his children. 

1. GOOD CHRISTIANS 

Living in the Faith of the Lord under 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

There is a passage from the letter to the 

Ephesians that expresses the beauty and 

greatness of the love to which we are 

called; a horizon that we must never lose 

sight of, whatever the context to which we 

are sent. Nothing can take away the dignity 

and divine greatness that lies within and 

before every human life as its destiny. The 

fact that it’s Paul who says this, who had 

before him a world still all pagan, makes 

these words even more encouraging: 

For this reason, I kneel before the Fa-

ther from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth derives its name.  I pray 

that out of his glorious riches he may 

strengthen you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith.  

And I pray that you, rooted and estab-

lished in love, may have power, together 

with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is 

the love of Christ, and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledge—that you 

may be filled to the measure of all the 

fullness of God. (Eph. 3:14-19) 

Living by listening to God, who speaks 

to us; living what is announced, with 

the need to evangelize and offer the 

first proclamation and catechesis 

“This Society’s origins are found in the sim-

ple catechetical instructions conducted by 

Father John Bosco….”3  This brings us 

back to our origins and roots.  From Don 

Bosco we learned the evangelizing passion 

to bring every child, every young person, to 

the encounter with Jesus.  That is why we 

can never stop being evangelizers of the 

young, knowing that “evangelization aims 

at a process of growth which entails taking 

seriously each person and God’s plan for 

his or her life.” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 

160) 

Our being educators and evangelizers of 

young people requires, on our part, above 

all, from personal experience, that we can 

say to young people with words, gestures, 

and actions that God loves them, that “for 

him, you have worth; you aren’t insignifi-

cant.  You are important to him.” (Christus 

Vivit, no. 115) 

True Christians and educators today 

living Salesian Spirituality 

 Emphasizing the spirituality of God in 

daily life 

presence of Pius IX, the Pope asked him 

with a smile, 

“What politics would you adopt to 

overcome so many difficulties 

[concerning episcopal appointments 

for Piedmont]?” 

“My politics,” Don Bosco answered, 

“are the same as yours, Your Holi-

ness—the politics embodied in the 

Pater Noster. When we say it, we 

daily pray that God’s kingdom may 

come upon this earth and spread 

over it, that it may become ever 

more effective, powerful and glori-

ous.  Thy kingdom come!  This is 

what really matters.”1 

In any case, this conviction, which we 

must understand in its depth and full-

ness (as we will do in the development of 

the text of the Strenna), is also illumi-

nated by other thoughts of Don Bosco, 

like the following: 

Truly we do not engage in politics with 

our work.  We respect constituted au-

thority, we observe the laws that have 

to be observed, we pay taxes and we 

keep on going, asking only that they 

let us do good for poor youth and save 

souls.  If you want, we also play poli-

tics but in an entirely innocent way, 

indeed to the advantage of any Gov-

ernment.  Politics can be defined as 

the art and science of governing the 

State well.  Now the work of the Ora-

tory in Italy, France, Spain, America, 

in every country where it has been 

established, working especially to offer 

relief to those most needy young peo-

ple, tends to lesson [sic] the number of 

vagabonds and unruly types.  It tends 

to decrease the number of young 

wrongdoers and thieves.  It tends to 

empty out prisons.  In a word it tends 

to form upright citizens who, far from 

causing grief to public authorities, 

help them to keep order, calm and 

peace in society.  This is our politics.  

This is the only thing we have been 

concerned about up till now and which 

will be our concern in the future.   

It’s precisely this approach that has al-

lowed Don Bosco to do good firstly to you 

and then to so many other young people 

of every age and place. 2 

 Fostering an atmosphere of friendship 

between the educator and the young is 

a great help for personal growth.  In 

the tradition of St. Francis de Sales, 

growing in faith, even with the help of 

a guide, will be impossible if there’s no 

true friendship; that is, communica-

tion, mutual influence - a friendship 

that becomes truly spiritual. 

 Creating that relationship between 

Salesian formator and young people 

which “must be marked by the great-

est cordiality….  Familiarity inspires 

love, and love inspires confidence.  

This is what opens hearts, and young 

people reveal everything without 

fear ... because they are certain that 

they are loved.”4 

Good Christians in the challenge of 

non-Christian environments 

 The witness of Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil, 

our confrere who was a prisoner in 

Yemen for 557 days, attests to how his 

spiritual interiority and faith kept him 

“healthy in mind and spirit” in an ex-

treme human situation, where he gave 

witness, even in silence, by how he 

lived. 

 The ability to live a dialogue and a 

witness that are prophetic. 

Good Christians in the challenge of 

post-believing or post-Christian            

environments 

 A challenge that is, above all, a pre-

cious gift we have to offer the Church 

and that the Church and the world 

ask of us.  Perhaps no charismatic 

family in the Church is more involved 

with such a vast number of people, the 

majority of whom are young, who 

aren’t Christian, belonging to other 

faiths or who are no longer believers. 

 This puts us on a missionary path 

unique in its potential for witness and 

evangelization.  The Church asks us 

not only to take steps but to be fore-

runners in the Church on this front, 

where the whole future of young peo-

ple is played out.  

continued on page 6 
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“’My politics,’ Don Bosco 
answered, ‘are the same 
as yours, Your Holiness—
the politics embodied in 

the Pater Noster.’” 



Maria Romero Meneses was 

born in Granada, Nicaragua, 

on January 13, 1902. Her 

father, a government minis-

ter in the Republic, was gen-

erous with those who had 

nothing. Mary learned from 

her earliest years what it 

meant to offer practical charity even when it 

was difficult. She studied music, piano, and 

violin. 

When she was twelve, Maria went to the 

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians’ 

school, where she was happy and always 

available. It seemed that Don Bosco's char-

ism had been tailor-made for her. In the 

novitiate, she taught music and worked at 

the Festive Oratory, where she came into 

contact for the first time with the girls’ poor 

circumstances. 

After her perpetual vows, Sr. Maria was 

sent to Saint José in Costa Rica, where she 

taught in a school for rich girls. But she 

was on the lookout especially for "poor and 

abandoned," like Don Bosco. 

Choosing from among her best students, 

Maria set up the 

Disciples for the 

Oratories, "las 

misioneritas”, who 

went into poor 

huts, helped clean, 

brought food and 

clothing collected by Sr Maria and taught 

catechetics. She then began festive orato-

ries for poor children: There were thirty-six 

of them! 

Mary Help of Christians, whom she called 

her Queen, ensured that many people came 

forward to support her works. She set up 

classrooms for catechetics and literacy 

training and a chapel for prayer. Thanks to 

voluntary work by medical specialists, she 

set up a clinic, with various specializations, 

to ensure medical and pharmaceutical help.  

Maria built homes for the homeless, the so-

called ciudadelas de María Auxiliadora, a 

work that the Asayne Lay Association con-

tinues even today. Maria had a Church built 

in the center of San José to spread devotion 

to Mary Help of Christians.  

Like Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello, 

Maria was a contemplative in action. She 

lived in intimate union with God which en-

couraged people to seek her out for spiritual 

direction. Many of her "Escritos Espiritu-

ales" have been printed. She died of heart 

failure on the 7th July 1977. 

Maria’s body is in San José de Costa Rica, at 

the great work she founded as a "House of 

Mary" and "Social Action".  John Paul II 

beatified her on the 14th April 2002.  

Feast Day: July 7 

him as a lad with a stable character, a good 

soul, perfectly courteous, sincere, intelli-

gent, and very religious, but with a simple 

heart. In May 1883, Don Bosco was in 

France and Augustus served his Mass in 

Lambert Palace. Don Bosco said to him: “I 

have wanted to meet you for quite some 

time!” The prince was struck by this en-

counter. Following this, he went several 

times to Turin to meet Don Bosco. He insist-

ed with Don Bosco that he be allowed to 

enter the Salesians. However, the Founder 

was not convinced. Augustus spoke with 

Pope Leo XIII, who invited Don Bosco to 

accept him.  

In July 1887, after having renounced his 

earthly goods, Augustus entered the noviti-

ate against his family’s wishes. He was 29 

years of age. In adapting to the Oratory and 

Augustus Czartoryski was 

born in Paris on August 2, 

1858, in exile, to the 

Polish Prince Ladislaw 

and Princess Mary Am-

paro, daughter of the 

Queen of Spain. From his 

earliest years, Augustus 

showed himself to be a 

good, thoughtful boy. The 

action of grace gave him 

detachment from earthly goods and a seri-

ous spiritual life. 

Augustus’ health forced him to interrupt his 

studies in Paris and Krakow in favor of a 

better climate in the south of Europe. Dur-

ing that time, he was guided by St. Joseph 

Kalinowski not only in his studies, but espe-

cially in the spiritual life. Joseph described 

Our Salesian Saints 

Blessed Augustus Czartoryski, SDB (1858-1892) 
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Blessed Maria Romero , FMA (1902– 1977) 

its lifestyle, he became the humblest of nov-

ices. Don Bosco, almost on his deathbed, 

blessed his religious habit. Soon after begin-

ning his philosophy studies, he took ill with 

tuberculosis. In the house at Valsalice, Tu-

rin, Augustus and Venerable Andrea Beltra-

mi developed a deep spiritual friendship. 

Andrea looked after Augustus during his 

illness. Augustus was ordained a Salesian 

priest at Saint Remo, on April 2, 1892. 

He took on Salesian spirituality fully, espe-

cially its element of sacrifice. He offered his 

life and sufferings for the good of the young 

and the Congregation just as Don Bosco did. 

Fr Augustus died at Alassio on April 8, the 

Saturday of the Octave of Easter. He was 35 

years old. John Paul II declared Augustus 

Blessed on April 25, 2004.   

Feast Day: August 2 

Blessed Zephyrinus Namuncurá (1886-1905) 
Ceferino Namuncurá was born on August 

26, 1886 at Chimpay, on the banks of the Rio 

Negro in Argentina. His father, Manuel, who 

was the last great leader of the Araucane 

Indian tribe, sent his son to the Salesian 

school so that he could more effectively de-

fend his people. Despite having spent the 

previous 11 years wandering free on the 

pampas, he felt at home in the Salesian 

Family Spirit of the school. He loved Don 

Bosco. His spiritual side grew in him and he 

began to yearn to become a Salesian priest 

to evangelize his people. Ceferino chose 

Dominic Savio as a model. Over the next five 

years, he fully adapted to that new culture 

and became another Savio. He was exempla-

ry for his piety, charity, in his daily duty, 

and self-sacrifice.  

This boy, who, at first, had found it so diffi-

cult to "get in line" or "obey the bell," little 

by little became a true model. As Don Bosco 

would have wished, he was exact in the 

fulfilment of his duties of study and prayer. 

He was a referee at recreation: in any dis-

pute his word was accepted. The care with 

which he made the Sign the Cross was 

striking, how he thought about each word, 

encouraging his friends with his example, 

teaching them to make it slowly and with 

devotion.  

In 1903, at age sixteen and a half, Bishop 

Cagliero accepted Ceferino as an aspirant at 

Viedma. Because of his poor health, Caglie-

ro decided to take Ceferino to Italy so he 

could follow up his studies seriously and in 

a more appropriate atmosphere. In Italy, 

Ceferino met Don Rua and Pope Pius X, 

who warmly gave him his blessing. 

He went to 

school in 

Turin and 

then to the 

Salesian 

College, 

Villa Sora, 

in Frascati. He was diligent in his studies. 

But an illness, not diagnosed in time, be-

came life-threatening: tuberculosis. On 

March 28, 1905 Ceferino was taken to the 

Fatebenefratelli Hospital on the Tibertine 

island in Rome. He died peacefully on May 

11. In 1924, his mortal remains were laid to 

rest in his own village, at Fortín Mercedes, 

where crowds of pilgrims come to visit. 

Ceferino was declared Blessed on November 

11, 2007 in the pontificate of Benedict XVI. 

Feast Day: August 26 



The Servant of God Fr. Ignatius Stuchly was born in Boleslaw, in the province of Silesia, at that time part of Prussia, 

on December 14, 1869, into a large family of peasant farmers.  On completing his Higher Secondary studies in Aus-

trian Silesia, Ignatius Stuchly was on his way to Velehrad in Moravia to join the Society of Jesus. By God’s grace, he 

met a well-known priest who was traveling on the same train. That priest spoke to Ignatius about Don Bosco and the 

Salesians. 

Ignatius decided to go to Turin, where he arrived on September 8, 1894. He was accepted as a son of Mary in the 

Salesian presence at Valsalice. After his novitiate, Ignatius did his philosophical studies at Ivrea. He also studied the 

science of agriculture and took a diploma in it. When he asked to be sent to the missions, Fr. Rua told him, "Your 

mission is in the North!" In 1921, Fr. Stuchly was sent to Ljubljana (Yugoslavia) to look after the construction of the 

shine of Mary Help of Christians. It was completed and blessed in 1924.  

Then the superiors destined him for the house of Perosa Argentina in the vicinity of Turin, Italy. It was there that 

Don Rua’s plan of being destined for the North began to take shape. At that time, the Slovakian boys were in that Salesian school prepar-

ing themselves to establish the Salesian work in their own country. In 1927, Ignatius Stuchly was sent to Czechoslovakia to open the first 

house, at Frystak. He was its Rector from 1928 to 1934. From there, Ignatius went as the Rector of the new house of Moravska Ostrava 

(1934-35).  

Fr. Stuchly was appointed Provincial of Czechoslovakia (1935-48). During his time in office, 12 Salesian houses were established with 270 

religious, all Bohemians or Moravians, besides some 20 others who were working in the missions. This extraordinary development of Sale-

sian work amply proved his spirit of hard work, simple piety and goodness to all.  

In 1948, Fr. Ignatius returned to the house of Frystak as confessor. A disastrous persecution started in Czechoslovakia. Forty days before 

the fateful “Night of the Barbarians,” in March 1950, he suffered a stroke. The lively esteem he had always aroused in his superiors, and 

his great ability to love and be loved, flourished more than ever in his reputation for holiness. He died peacefully on the evening of Janu-

ary 17, 1953. Fr. Stuchly spent his last days witnessing the destruction of the Salesian work he had had a hand in building up. 

Joseph Quadrio was born at Vervio (Sondrio, Northern Italy) in a family of farmers, rich in Christian life. Already at 

the age of eight, he had adopted a rule of life that concluded with the words, "I will try to become a saint!" 

Joseph became a Salesian in 1937. In line with his abilities, Joseph was sent for his philosophical studies to the Grego-

rian University in Rome. After a few years as teacher of philosophy for the students at Foglizzo, Joseph did his theolog-

ical studies at the Gregorian University. In those years of study, formation and the apostolate, his spirituality, deep 

interior life, and goodness kept growing and began to be more and more evident, in spite of his desire to remain un-

known. Joseph’s success in studies and his high intellectual abilities did not in any way affect his cheerfulness and or 

diminish his helpful character. In no way did he manifest any pride.  

After being ordained a priest in 1947 and having obtained a doctorate in theology from the Gregorian University in 1949, Joseph started 

his career as teacher of theology in the Pontifical Athenaeum in Turin. His precise and clear teaching left a deep impression on his many 

students. In 1960, an incurable sickness cut short his life. 

Fully aware of his sickness, Fr. Quadrio continued to fulfill his duties as long as he could. He was faithful in teaching and taking part also 

in all the community activities. During his frequent and long stays in the hospital, the warmth of his goodness towards the other sick 

patients attracted the admiration of doctors as well as other members of the staff. A few months before his death, Fr. Quadrio wrote: "The 

greatest miracle Fr. Rua has obtained for me from the beginning is the great and joyful peace which makes the days of my long waiting 

the happiest and most beautiful of my life." He died on October 23, 1963.  The diocesan Inquest began on January 21, 1991 and concluded 

on 18 July 1992.  Power Point in Italian. 

Servant of God Ignatius Stuchly, SDB (1869-1953) 
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Venerable Giuseppe Quadrio, SDB (1911-1942) 

CONTEST!  All are invited to submit entries 
TO CREATE THE LOGO AND THE SONG FOR THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FMA INSTITUTE  (1872 - 2022) 

The logo and the theme of the hymn must be relevant to the slogan proposed for the celebrations of the 150th anniversary of the 

foundation of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA): "Mary walks in this house" 

 "House" means the world, where Mary is present and walks with us, supporting us in our mission of educating young people. 

It indicates a "vision" and a certainty rooted in faith and in the Salesian charism as a lived experience. 

 The phrase "Mary walks in this house" is taken from the episode of Don Bosco's visit to Nizza in August 1885, as reported in 

the Biographical Memoirs, vol. XVII, p. 557 and in the Cronistoria of the Institute, volume V, pp 51-52.  

 The logo, to be immediately identified, must appear simple and evident. Although there are many successful logos that mod-

ify these rules, in general, a good logo must consist only of essential elements, in order to be remembered more quickly.  

The deadline for submitting the logo is December 8, 2019 

The song must be catchy and easily translatable into various languages; 

 it should contain stanzas in different languages ( the Romance languages); 

 it must be destined especially to young people. 

The deadline for submitting the song is January 31,  2020. 

FOR FULL CONTEST RULES AND DETAILS, PLEASE CLICK HERE 

https://slideplayer.it/slide/15267745/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/150th-Contest.pdf
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A faith lived together, and in a 

“going-out” of ourselves 

 The spiritual dimension of all Salesi-

an pastoral activity must be lived and 

presented adequately and without 

dichotomies.  It has much to empty 

itself of, to commit itself to, so as to 

see and live our fatherhood/

motherhood in the world, with others, 

as a witness of human brotherhood/

sisterhood, which is the Gospel reason 

for treating others (of every age, race, 

culture, and religion) in the aware-

ness of being children of the same 

God. To call and treat others as broth-

ers and sisters is to recognize God as 

Father, and recognizing God as Fa-

ther means to see others as brothers 

and sisters. 

 In this summary, we identify the basis 

of all Christian spirituality that is 

committed to making the world a 

place of encounter with God and mak-

ing the encounter with Him an oppor-

tunity to build a better world. 

 Pope Francis helps us in this when he 

states:   

When an encounter with God is 

called an ‘ecstasy,’ it’s because it 

takes us out of ourselves, lifts 

us up, and overwhelms us with 

God’s love and beauty.  Yet we 

can also experience ecstasy 

when we recognize in others 

their hidden beauty, their digni-

ty, and their grandeur as imag-

es of God and children of the 

Father.  The Holy Spirit wants 

to make us come out of our-

selves, to embrace others with 

love, and to seek their good.  

That is why it’s always better to 

live the faith together and to 

show our love by living in com-

munity and sharing with other 

young people our affection, our 

time, our faith, and our trou-

bles.  The Church offers many 

different possibilities for living 

our faith in community, for eve-

rything is easier when we do it 

together. (CV, no. 164)  

 This is a real invitation to live with 

ever greater intensity the ecclesiology 

of communion, where the GIFT that 

each one is and has in his or her state 

of life is discovered and valued to the 

utmost only when it’s “given” to oth-

ers, put at their service, in a going-out 

of oneself that begins first of all by 

reaching out to those who are closest. 

2. UPRIGHT CITIZENS 

The young are waiting for us in the 

“house of life.” 

 The expectations of the young are more 

and more pressing and dramatic if we 

look at them broadly.  Surely, we can 

say that the youth population in the 

world has never been as numerous as it 

is today, and proportionately has never 

been as “poor and needy,” on account of 

the numbers and perhaps also due to 

their living conditions. 

 They remain, nevertheless, “the most 

delicate and precious portion” of socie-

ty, as Don Bosco defined it.  Therefore, 

it is a field wide open for the Salesian 

Family’s attention, but they must help 

us see it. 

 I believe that there is a risk in various 

Salesian quarters of remaining easily 

“within our walls,” satisfying ourselves 

with attending to those who enter our 

doors. 

 For this reason, a great cry from young 

people is that of going out to face the 

“real” problems they have:  the mean-

ing of life, the lack of opportunities, 

formation, job placement, etc. 

To educate ourselves and our young 

people to citizenship and social com-

mitment. 

 As comes out in the documents of the 

synods (all three of them), there are a 

justice and a citizenship of which the 

young are becoming prophets, which go 

beyond that of the countries to which 

they belong.  There is a justice greater 

than the one expressed by national 

juridical systems and our governments.  

There is a citizenship of the world, as a 

common home and the home of the fu-

ture, which undoubtedly belongs more 

to the new generations than to ours. 

 We need to be educated to be coura-

geous in this demanding vision of jus-

tice (Laudato Si’, Evangelii Gaudium, 

etc.) which aims at sustainable devel-

opment (the sustainable development 

goals of the United Nations and vari-

ous global compacts; in particular, the 

recent one on migration that some na-

tions shamefully did not sign). 

 We should also make ourselves heard 

against more short-sighted visions cen-

tered on narrower interests in certain 

categories; for example, the ecological 

sensitivity of the youngest and many 

governments’ being closed to the con-

sideration of these issues. 

 Today there is a lack of credible leaders 

in the world, which compels us to ques-

tion how we go about educating. 

To educate ourselves and our young 

people to political commitment and 

service. 

 Here I believe there is so much ground 

to recover, as Church, as Salesian Con-

gregation, and as Salesian Family. Alt-

hough this is an appeal that comes up 

again and again more or less strongly 

in every document (from synods to gen-

eral chapters), in reality, the “Social 

Justice Doctrine of the Church,” which 

is like the “Magna Charta” of this com-

mitment, is somewhat like a Cinderella 

as regards our educational and pasto-

ral action. 

 There are young people in our houses 

and also young men and women Reli-

gious of our Salesian Family who won-

der whether the ultimate goal of our 

works should really be to “produce” 

graduates with the best qualifications 

for a very competitive society, without 

ever questioning the socio-economic 

model that lies behind all this. 

 It is also the point where the diversity 

in Don Bosco’s approaches will be bet-

ter perceived:  precisely in order to be 

faithful to his spirit, today we must use 

expressions almost the opposite of his.  

The Our Father asks us to teach young 

people, not only as individuals, but also 

as a group, to become more the protag-

onists of the common good, even in ex-

plicitly administrative and political 

fields. 

 We must understand well what we 

mean by political service and how a 

Christian cannot back down. 

 It will be a “long battle,” especially 

with us consecrated men and women 

who have not grown up with this men-

tality; but it’s a cry of the world and of 

today’s young people. 

 One light is the reality of volunteer 

work as a gradual and pedagogical 

path for a greater commitment to the 

transformation of society. 

To educate ourselves and our young 

people in honesty and to keep our-

selves free from corruption. 

 The potential of the Salesian Family in 

this field is truly enormous, especially 

in the reality of the Salesian Coopera-

tors and the Past Pupils who are “in 

the world” through their presence in 

politics and other influential areas. 

 It is a strong call to our internal con-

sistency, especially in our relationship 

with the laity. 

 It will also be an opportunity to take 

steps to create or make more visible a 

culture of social ethics. 



Sensitive and co-responsible in a 

world on the move, a world of mi-

gration. 

 Young migrants were the first bene-

ficiaries of Don Bosco’s Oratory. 

 Most of this migration of peoples, 

never before so great in history, is 

made up of young people.  Is this not 

a direct appeal to the Salesian Fami-

ly, which is so widespread on every 

continent?  Should we not become 

SPECIALISTS in this field (by in-

vesting in “higher education,” as is 

done for technology or philosophy)? 

 If we are not the ones to “create cul-

ture” on this open front of human life 

that will expand more and more in 

the future, who else is?  Who in the 

Church must be more prophetic on 

this front?  Perhaps the Carthusi-

ans?  

 It seems to me that it is not madness 

to think of our Salesian Youth Move-

ment as a movement for young peo-

ple on the move. 

Taking care 

of our com-

mon home as 

young people 

ask of us 

(Laudato Si’, 

no. 13) 

 The commit-

ment to our 

common home 

(the vision of ecology proposed by 

Laudato Si’) is not an extra commit-

ment:  it is a horizon that questions 

the whole of our culture, faith, life-

style, mission—of our education and 

evangelization.  There is not much to 

invent because in this (both in ecolo-

gy and the rights of minors) the di-

rection to follow has already been 

clearly marked out for a long time by 

the magisterium of the Church and 

is now strongly marked out by Pope 

Francis.  How do we let ourselves be 

converted? 

 Integral ecology also speaks to us of 

an integral educational program (in 

its human and spiritual values). 

In the defense of human rights and 

especially the rights of minors. 

 The purpose for which we have been 

raised as Salesian Family by the 

Holy Spirit through Don Bosco is to 

give our whole life to minors, to the 

young, to the boys and girls of the 

world, giving priority above all to the 

most defenseless, the neediest, the 

most fragile, the poorest. 
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 For this reason, we must be experts in 

the defense of all human rights, especial-

ly the rights of minors, and ask for for-

giveness to the point of tears when we 

have not done so.  We cannot be accom-

plices of any abuse, meaning by this the 

abuse of “economic, conscience, or sexual 

power”–as was defined at the Synod on 

Youth, Faith and Vocational Discern-

ment (DF, no. 30). 

3. WITH THE HELP OF MARY, OUR 

MOTHER 

The presence of Mary in Don Bosco’s educa-

tional system has a fundamental im-

portance that we cannot overlook or ne-

glect. 

Don Bosco presented her to his children as 

the Immaculate, as the simple and sweet 

woman who joyfully lives the plan that God 

has for her.  He also presented her as the 

Help of Christians, as a loving Mother, con-

cerned that all her sons and daughters ful-

ly live the dream that God has for each of 

them. 

In the perspective of an education that 

helps boys, girls, and young people, and all 

of us as educators and evangelizers of the 

Salesian Family, Mary’s presence has a 

dimension not only devotional but also 

“political”:  she is the Mother who helps her 

sons and daughters to live fully their com-

mitment to God and to the created world.  

This is the “politics of the Our Father.” 

May our Mother Help of Christians inter-

cede for all of us. 

Rome, July 24, 2019 

Don Angel Fernandez Artime, S.D.B. 

Rector Major 

A CALL FOR YOUR 

THOUGHTS 
Dear Family, 

The Association of Salesian Coopera-

tors of the Interamerica Region and 

the Daughters of Mary Help of Chris-

tians, are requesting your input for 

the following: 

Salesian Cooperators & Delegates: 

“Following the dynamic Pope Francis 

encouraged in the Exhortation, what can 

we say about the youth in our provinces, 

especially those living right near where 

we live and around us? What can we say 

about the young people within our Asso-

ciation and about other Salesian Cooper-

ators concerning these issues present in 

our reality?” 

Please reflect as individuals and as a 

Center on the following: What do you see 

as an area of light and an area of shadow 

as regards:  

 the meaning of life,  

 human dignity,  

 the family and family values 

Please click HERE to download the 

full text of this request, with full ex-

planation. Responses due to your 

Provincial Coordinator by August 

16, at the very latest. 

 

The entire Salesian Family, especial-

ly our young people and those close 

to the FMA: 

What suggestions can you make to the 

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, 

the Salesian Sisters, so that they may be: 

 docile to the Word of Jesus and “Do 

whatever He tells [them]”. 

 communities that are fruitful wombs 

of new vocations. 

 capable of listening and being open 

to the newness of the Holy Spirit 

today.  

 women who have a mother's heart 

with the young and the people they 

meet.  

 immersed in Synodality as Educat-

ing Communities and Salesian Fam-

ily to proclaim the joy of the Gospel.  

Please click HERE to download the 

full text of this request, with full ex-

planation.  Responses due by August 

31, at the very latest to con-

tact@donboscosalesianportal.org. 
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Coming in September: 

Salesian Saints 

Religious Professions 

Salesian Family Visits 

and more... 

Page 8 S. F. Snippets Our Family Album 

Top Row: FMA Jubilarians celebrating on July 14; 

Blessing of Memorial Plaque for Frankie Sickinger 

at Wallace House, Paterson Diocese Group Home 

Second Row: Farewell Mass for Fr. Mark Hyde by 

former MHC Parishioners, NYC; FMA Aspirants, 

Novices, and Temporary Professed 

Third Row: Cooperator Aspirant Retreat, Atlanta, 

GA; FMA 2nd-year Novices & their blessed habits! 

Bottom Row: SDB/SSCC Joint Formation, Stony 

Point, NY; Fr. Donald Delaney, SDB - RIP 

 


