
As we pray this novena, may we imitate Don 
Bosco, the disciple of Christ and apostle to the 
young.  
 
We also pray for the Salesian General Chapter 
which will take place in Turin from February 
16 to April 4, 2020.  May the Salesians of Don 
Bosco and the entire Salesian Family grow in 
the gift of holiness that the Holy Spirit has 
given to St. John Bosco and all those called to 
share his spirituality and mission. 
  
For those young people who are discerning the 
possibility of a Salesian vocation, may this 
novena help you discern the path that God is 
calling you to grow in holiness (to be a 
saint).  And if God calls you to the Salesian 
Family to grow in holiness in the style and spirit 
of St. John Bosco, may these reflections inspire 
you, and may St. John Bosco's intercession give 
you the courage to say yes to the Lord. 
  
Format: 
Begin the novena with the Sign of the Cross, 
unless the novena is incorporated with another 
prayer, such as Evening Prayer. 

- The Our Father 
- The novena reading for the day 
- Three Hail Mary’s 
- The Glory Be 
- “Mary, Help of Christians, pray for us.” 
- “St. John Bosco, pray for us.” 

 
Novena Day 1 (January 22): 
Salesian as a person of profound faith 
Don Bosco “the man of God”, whose most 
wonderful characteristic was the faith with 
which he combined his personality, his life and 
his work. The splendid harmony of nature and 
grace he showed in such a magnificent manner 

in his own person helps the Salesian to realize 
just how faith can richly illuminate the whole 
of human life and how life finds its fulness in 
faith. In fact, Don Bosco knew how to 
interpret the circumstances in which he was 
living and which surrounded him in an 
extraordinary manner through the eyes of faith.  
For this reason, saying Salesian nowadays 
ought to be the same as saying a person of 
profound faith. 
 
Novena Day 2 (January 23):  
Salesian as an apostle with zeal for the 
salvation of young people 
At the center of Don Bosco’s life we discover 
“give me souls, take away the rest,” as the zeal 
of an apostle fully motivated and full of dreams 
for his young people.  But the source of all of 
this is the Gospel and the person and the heart 
of Christ, the Apostle of the Father. And it is 
in Don Bosco that we can see how the Holy 
Spirit is the inspiration behind a certain 
“Salesian way” of knowing intuitively the face 
and the heart of Jesus the Good Shepherd and 
his mission.  Don Bosco lived it in a project of 
life that is firmly unified, in which the human 
and the divine aspects are closely united and 
directed towards a single mission: the salvation 
of youth. For this reason, saying Salesian 
nowadays ought to be the same as saying an 
apostle with zeal for the salvation of young 
people. 
 
Novena Day 3 (January 24):  
Salesian as a child of God who knows that 
this is what he/she is and who feels that 
he/she is a parent to the young 
In imitating Don Bosco, the Salesian discovers 
God’s infinite paternal love and tries to live in 
the presence of the Father with a heart filled 

with joyful gratitude and trust. We feel that our 
mission as educators and pastors culminates in 
revealing the Father to the young, and we come 
to understand Don Bosco much better in our 
union with God and our extraordinary sense of 
parental love. And since we recognize that Don 
Bosco’s supreme model is Christ, the Salesian 
has the opportunity to become ever more 
aware that “the world has a pressing need to 
discover this true face of God and this vocation 
to being a child of God that every person has.” 
For this reason, speaking today about a 
Salesian ought to be the same as speaking 
about a child of God who knows that this is 
what he/she is and who feels that he/she is a 
parent to the young. 
 
Novena Day 4 (January 25):  
Salesian as one who embodies a 
charismatic identity in communion with 
the Church 
Being Salesian is our way of being deeply 
Church. “Any kind of dualism between 
Salesian life and the life of the particular or 
universal Church is unthinkable. The same 
Spirit who animates and unifies the Church has 
inspired our Salesian vocation.” Fidelity to 
Don Bosco today asks us as a Congregation to 
be attentive to the signs of the times, attentive 
to the “cry” of the young people we are 
speaking about, without losing ourselves in 
anything that could disfigure our charismatic 
identity. 
 
Novena Day 5 (January 26):  
Salesian as one who embodies a 
charismatic identity in communion with 
the Church  
For this reason, as the SDB Constitutions say 
already in the first version that Don Bosco 



published in 1875, we need to have at heart the 
passion for being evangelizers of the young, 
and the more so if they are poor. We need to 
pay special attention to priestly and 
consecrated vocations, of being educators of 
the faith for the working classes particularly by 
means of social communication, and 
proclaiming the Gospel to those who have not 
yet received it. The passion of “give me souls” 
does not know frontiers.  For this 
reason, saying Salesian nowadays ought to be 
the same as saying charismatic identity in 
communion with the Church. 
 
Novena Day 6 (January 27):  
Salesian as an apostle of the young always 
faithful, always flexible and creative 
Affirming Don Bosco as our model and 
affirming fidelity to the charism means for us 
also the return to the genuine spirit of Don 
Bosco of the Oratory, not so as to do what he 
did but certainly to imitate the way he did it. It 
is to discover a Don Bosco who was always 
flexible in so many ways but firmly rooted in 
his own mission for the young.  
 
Novena Day 7 (January 28):  
Salesian as an apostle of the young always 
faithful, always flexible and creative 
Clearly we are not talking about the Oratory so 
as to limit ourselves to one particular activity 
among the many that Don Bosco himself 
undertook. Rather we want to grasp that spirit 
that moved and guided him constantly: his 
energy, his educative passion and his creativity, 
his dynamism and his flexibility, always 
accompanied by that clarity of vision and that 
steadfastness of spirit that he possessed.  And 
that spirit for us today represents a magisterial 

lesson in dynamic fidelity to his specific 
apostolic vocation.  
 
Novena Day 8 (January 29):  
Salesian as an apostle of the young always 
faithful, always flexible and creative 
Don Bosco shows himself to us therefore as a 
true model of docility to the original charism; 
docility to the call and to the mission that was 
entrusted to him together with an openness to 
the real situation, to the times and to the 
various demands. For this reason, saying 
Salesian today ought to be the same as saying 
apostle of the young always faithful, always 
flexible and creative. 
 
Novena Day 9 (January 30):  
Salesian as always an educator, always a 
friend 
Having Don Bosco as a model means for the 
Salesian of today having a mind and heart filled 
with the values of the Salesian spirit and of 
the spirituality that is our hallmark and our 
characteristic.  In this Salesian spirit, love is the 
means and the fundamental method of its 
apostolate: untiring affability and friendliness 
are the Salesian names for charity among the 
young.  A welcoming attitude, the ability to 
take the first step, appreciation shown towards 
every individual, optimism and joy, the family 
spirit …, ought to be the distinctive and 
specific features of our Salesian DNA. For this 
reason, saying Salesian nowadays ought to be 
the same as saying always an educator, always a 
friend.   
 
 
 

St. John Bosco, pray for us! 

 
 

Don Bosco Novena 
 

What Kind of Salesians for the Youth of Today? 
 
Introduction: 
Fr.  Ángel Fernández Artime, the Rector Major 
of the Salesians of Don Bosco, convoked the 
28th General Chapter of the Congregation 
with the theme: What kind of Salesians for the 
youth of today? 
 
Fr. Ángel explained that this theme reflects the 
direction given by the Church through Pope 
Francis, the reality of the Salesian 
Congregation, the mission entrusted to the 
Salesian Family, and the needs of young 
people.  
  
These realities "demand that we all turn our 
gaze towards Don Bosco because he is our 
model." 
  
The readings for this novena are taken from 
the second section of Fr. Ángel's letter 
convoking the Chapter, in which he focuses 
on some aspects of St. John Bosco's charism 
and what it means for us to have Don Bosco 
as our model.   
 


