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SF Groups & Social Justice

“With the Strength that Comes from Hope”
Greetings, dear You would gradually come to Dear friends, even amid the
f rie nd s
and understand how to bury the tears of this year, 2020 - one
readers. Today, weapons of your internal so difficult, strange, hard,
on the eve of struggles so that your life and painful for us and,
Christmas,
I would produce Peace for you above all, for so many famiwant to share will see things that you lies and elderly persons - it
with you a dialogue between would like to change until still makes sense to look
a grandmother and her the day you die. You would forward with Hope. The Life
granddaughter. This is a learn how to dance with the and the Light that the Lord
grandmother who knows winds and tides of change of Life continues to hold out
and understands the human while keeping your feet firm- to us is where we must
heart from the wealth of ly planted on the ground, ground this Hope.
experience she has gained rooted in your intention, Even though poverty has
from walking the road of your dream, and your desire gripped the lives of so many
life:
“Grandma, if you were my
Fairy Godmother, what gift
would you give me?” asked
the little girl.
“If I were your Fairy Godmother, I would not give
you dresses or a carriage,”
said the old woman as she
smiled at her granddaughter. “Instead, I would you
give the gift of KNOWING
HOW TO LIVE WITH
HOPE.
With
this
knowledge, you would understand from the earliest
days of your youth that time
passes quickly and, once it
is gone, you cannot get it
back. You would know never to spend the time you
have on anything but a full
and meaningful life with
those whom you wish,
whom you love, and who
need you the most.

to be very human and very
divine at the same time. This
way, you will never turn
against that huge heart
within you which is capable
of receiving everything that
has life and everyone who
comes to you.
That is what I would give
you, little one... but you already have a “Fairy Godmother”! It is the very LIFE
and LOVE THAT GOD HAS
GIVEN YOU.”

people during this year, it
has been accompanied by
the generosity of many others. Even though people
have had to look on silently,
“saying” painful goodbyes to
loved ones and “embracing”
them only with their gaze,
it still makes perfect sense
for us to wish each other a
life built daily on smiles,
dreams, and Hope amidst
these tears and fatigue.
continued on the following page
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S. F. Snippets

(Rector Major Letter, cont. from p. 1)

This is what the grandmother
taught her granddaughter.
A stranger in the night
The feast of Christmas returns laden with Light and with Hope. Even
in this year, one most unfavorable
to gathering for celebrations thanks
to this COVID-19 which does not
seem to want to leave us, the crib in
Bethlehem appears before our eyes
and our memory with all the essentials of our humanity. Thanks to
the suggestion of a passer-by,
whose name has remained hidden
for all the ages, Mary and Joseph
find a cave which was being used as
a stable where they could spend
their last night of vigil, awaiting
His Birth. It is here that Jesus was
born in such absolute poverty.
Artistic iconography has surrounded this holy family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph with angels and stars.
Yet how many fears and how much
trepidation were also present! Today, magazine photos show us children alone and abandoned in their
innocence, helplessness, and weakness. Christmas places before each
of us the eternal values brought by
this Incarnate Child to a hungering
humanity, sometimes sick with illness and devoid of attainable goals
and perhaps even seemingly devoid
of a compass that gives direction to
life. It is a humanity that feels
more fragile and powerless during a
pandemic. It is one that needs
Hope, a Hope that is born in the
depths of our humanity for it is
made in the image and likeness of
the God Who is Love.
COVID has forced us to slow the
growth of our relationships, locking
ourselves in, while the Baby Jesus
invites us to open up, to give our
life, or part of it, to others. His is a
Light that is combined with Love.

For this reason, the Feast of Christmas also helps us to live amidst precariousness, limitations, and illness
and helps us to start over again each
morning with faith and with Hope.
For the Christmas greetings that I
composed to send to some friends, I
chose a very brief and profound text
from Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical,
Spe Salvi. (“In hope we were saved.”
Rm. 8:24) (here in French)

This is the greeting; these are the
beautiful words:
Human life is a journey.
Towards what destination? How do
we find the way?
Life is like a voyage on the sea of
history,
often dark and stormy,
a voyage in which we watch for the
stars
that indicate the route.
The true stars of our life are the
people who have lived good lives.
They are lights of hope.
Certainly, Jesus Christ is the True
Light,
the Sun that has risen above all the
shadows of history.
But to reach Him we also need lights
close by—
people who shine with His Light
and so guide us along our way.
Who more than Mary could be a Star
of Hope for us?
With her “yes” she opened the door
of our world to God Himself;
she became the living Ark of the
Covenant,

I share these words now with you for
they tell us precisely how life is a
journey and a goal and what travelling on the ocean of history is like:
sometimes lived amid storms that
bear the name of the “COVID Pandemic” or some other “pandemic”
that we endure every day and how
much damage they can do. This is a
journey guided by true stars: the people who radiate Light and Hope until
we reach the One Who IS the Light
par excellence, Jesus the Lord, the
Son of God and Son of Mary, Who
pitched His Tent among us on that
very first Christmas night.

in whom God took flesh, became one
of us,
and pitched His tent among us.
(see Jn. 1:14 and Spe Salvi, no. 49)

And so, I wish every family, each of
you, and, especially those who feel
alone and abandoned and yet moved
by Hope, a “Merry Christmas”.
Don Angel
Pope Francis’ Letter ( and in French) on the
importance and meaning of the Nativity
Scene; the YouTube video on Admirabile
Signum; and the Pontifical Council for the
New Evangelization’s exhibition of “100
Cribs at the Vatican” on their website.
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Anchored in Hope: A Joyful Salesian Family Encounter with the Rector Major
On November 15, 2020, the monthly Regional Forum “We're in the Same Boat”, an initiative of a team of Salesian
Cooperators of the Interamerica Region with a strong sense of service, in response to the ongoing global pandemic,
met online with the Rector Major, Fr Ángel Fernández Artime. The joyful Salesian Family reunion, anchored in
hope, echoed the 2021 Strenna Hope moves us: "Behold, I make all things new" (Rev 21:5). Well over a thousand Salesian Cooperators (SSCC) and various members of the Salesian Family within the Interamerica Region
participated in the event via Zoom and Facebook Live. Among the groups included were Salesian Cooperators, SDB
and FMA, the Daughters of the Divine Savior, Don Bosco Volunteers, Past Pupils, the Sisters of Mary Immaculate
Help of Christians, and young people from the Salesian Youth Movement. In their name, Francisco Burciaga, World
Councilor of the Interamerica Region of Salesian Cooperator welcomed the Rector Major to the Forum and expressed gratitude for Don Angel’s taking the time to “be among us as a father in time of his children’s need”.
Don Angel expressed his joy and surprise in seeing this initiative. He said, “Don Bosco would feel great emotion of
experiencing this expression of his Salesian Family from many countries and many groups.” Indeed, Don Bosco was
in our midst in the person of his tenth successor.
A beautiful dialogue between different members of the Salesian Family, representing the countries and Provinces of
the Region (Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto Rico, and the United States) had an opportunity to dialogue with Don Bosco’s 10th successor. We were able to tell him the joys and the reasons that give us hope, as well as the challenges and sorrows. He
responded to each one’s statement, inviting us to have hope in these difficult times. He reminded us to pray with
faith, to pray strongly, to offer the best that we can give to the world as a Salesian Family, and to rejoice for the
good of our neighbor. He shared his conviction that the greatest value and witness that we can offer is the communion and deep sense of Family among us.
Just like Don Bosco, the Rector Major invited us to fulfill what he calls “the Salesian sacrament of presence” - even
more so in these times to youth who find themselves distanced from God in a very secular world. This invites us to
foster an effective and affective presence among and with the young, in communion of life and action. He encouraged the Salesian Cooperator aspirants, and every aspirant to the groups of the Salesian Family, to have great enthusiasm, reminding them that a vocation is not a “strategic plan” and is transmitted to others through the witness
of love in our spirituality. He invited them to not be afraid, to fall in love with Jesus, and to be living witnesses and
a force of hope within the Salesian Family. At the end of the forum, Fr Ángel gave us his blessing. We were all anchored in hope, while re-energized and strengthened in our united commitment. by Mrs. Rosina Di Felice, SC, and
Mr. Gabriel Talavera, SC
(Download here the entire transcript of the Encounter in ENG, FR, and SP)
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Salesian Family Groups Incarnate Social Justice

S. F. Snippets

COMMUNUITY OF THE MISSION OF DON BOSCO (CMB)
Private Association of the Christian Faithful
founded by Deacon Guido Pedroni
The Motivation for the Association
The Community of the Mission of Don Bosco traces its roots to an inspiration that occurred to worshippers during a
Eucharistic adoration service in Rome during the year 1982. Moving on from that original inspiration for missionary
service, Deacon Guido Pedroni formed the first missionary group (1983) from among some animators of the Oratory
of the Sacred Heart. After a few months, some more young people became involved who gave shape and strength to
the new group. Initially, their missionary service was carried out in Ethiopia because the Italian Lombardy-Emilia
SDB Province was entrusted with that nation as part of “Project Africa”.
The Birth and a Brief History of the Association
The Community was established as a Civil Association with its own Statutes in 1994. It was definitively approved by
the Church with a Rule of Life in 2004. It was then accepted by decree into the Salesian Family on January 15,
2010. The “missionary” intention of this developing community turned with great intensity towards educational activity in mission territories. This became more and more a giving “witness with one’s life”. The foundation involved
the work of some people who, in the first years, constituted the core group, or the nucleus, with the Founder. The
Community spread into various countries - in oratories, educational centers and reception homes, forming groups
and “Tents” (i.e., nuclei that animate the entire community-building). The Community has regarded “Unity, Charity
and Essentiality” as the three main pillars since 1983. Within five years, the Community of the Mission of Don
Bosco developed into a growing Community with a charismatic identity based on an original way of living the Preventive System (to believe-evoke-involve-create) and a specific spirituality (“Spirituality of Search”). The Community
has always considered it essential to involve the local people and share with them ministerial activities and solid ongoing formation so as to gradually build up their own sense of responsibility for the mission. Numerous members of
the Community have borne witness in a missionary dimension in their lives by going forth to other countries for service: from Italy to Ethiopia, Madagascar, Burundi, Haiti, and Ghana; from Madagascar to Burundi and Haiti; from
Burundi to Ghana; from Argentina to Ghana and Haiti; from Chile to Haiti. In due course, the Community developed its Statutes and Rule of Life. Of great importance was the organization of two (world) General Assemblies in
2010 and 2016. In the formation process (at least 5 years in length), there are some commitments before God and
the Community, including a “pedagogical” path, but also the gradual acquisition of a profound sense of belonging to
the Community of the Mission of Don Bosco. The first step is Reception, followed by the Act of Commitment, the Act
of Faith and, finally, the Act of Dedication, which the Rule of Life indicates as an intermediate step between promise
and vow. With the Act of Commitment, specific mandates are received from the Group’s Head, according to a particular form of obedience called “convergence”.
Mission and Activities Today

CMB in Madagascar

The Institute has 308 members in 55 Communities in 11 countries: Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, Brazil, Mexico, Spain, Italy, Equatorial Guinea, and Cameroon. The experience of the sacrificial
dimension of Salesian Spirituality is realized in the evangelization of the poor, especially of lepers, children, and
young people. For this reason, the Institute also promotes
health care ministry within the various educational activities it
conducts. There are also some centers for assistance to the sick
and for social and missionary works. The presence of the Community of the Mission of Don Bosco calls for involving young
people and adults to grow in faith along a journey of closeness
and sanctity. This growth is concretized in the commitment to
the poorest children according to the Salesian identity proper to
the Community.
http://www.associazionecmb.it
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SISTERS MEDIATORS OF PEACE (MP)
Diocesan Right Institute of Women Religious
founded by Bishop Antonio Campelo de Aragão, SDB
The Motivation for the Institute
On December 10, 1968, Bishop Antonio Campelo, S.D.B., founded the Institute of the “Sisters Mediators of Peace” at
the “Social Center Pius XI”, in Petrolina, Brazil. This institution was a second attempt to form an institute of women religious in the Diocese of Petrolina. In 1957, Bishop Campelo founded the Association of Messengers of Santa
Maria for the purpose of strengthening the pastoral care offered to the Catholic community in that part of Northeast
Brazil. By 1968, the group grew to one hundred and fifteen Sisters, fifty aspirants, and a large number of novices.
Unfortunately, that institute struggled in carrying out its development in the years after the Second Vatican Council. Half of the sisters were so dissatisfied that they separated from the main group and asked Bishop Campelo to
found a new religious institute for women religious.
Sisters posing with Don Playa, SDB,
World Delegate for the Salesian Family

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute

In 1968, Bishop Antonio Campelo accepted the request of the
separated sisters by founding the “Sisters Mediators of Peace.”
This new Institute was committed to the development of solid
piety and a profound interior life as indispensable elements for
personal sanctification and supernatural fruitfulness in the
apostolate. Bishop Campelo built into this new institute a
strong leadership structure that proved effective in offering the
community both governance and animation for living out the
charism, spirituality, and mission of the institute in communion
with the pastors and the people of God. The mission of the Sisters Mediators of Peace is missionary work especially among the poorest and in most difficult parishes, attentive to
the family as a whole, and applying Don Bosco’s Preventive System. Sisters in this Institute can be found evangelizing among the poorest and in the most difficult areas, especially the slums (tugúrios). They provide catechesis with
families, children, adolescents, and young people in centers of social assistance, in educational centers, in the oratory, and in the hospitals. The Sisters Mediators of Peace are motivated by a strong devotion to the Eucharist and to
Mary, as handed down from Don Bosco: Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament; Mary, Mother Mediatrix and Queen of
Peace; and the Pope, the successor of Peter and the Vicar of Christ.
Mission and Activities Today

MP in Amazonia

Currently there are 71 Sisters Mediators of Peace in 14 communities in 9 dioceses. The current Superior General is
Sr. Lúcia Barbosa de Oliveira, MP. The stages of formation are well-defined: aspirantate, postulancy, novitiate, juniorate, and perpetual profession. The sisters share Don Bosco’s charism and mission with the local Church through
the “Mediators of Peace” Family: Mediators of Peace Sisters, Mediator Youth (JUME), and Mediator Servants of
Peace. These groups live in communion with the Sisters,
living their charism and spirituality, and participating in
their mission, animated by the Gospel and the spirit of Don
Bosco. The Congregation was accepted as the 32nd Official
Group of the Salesian Family by Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, S.D.B., Rector Major, on February 17, 2019. Looking
into the future, these Sisters see the need to deepen their
spirituality after the teachings of Bishop Campelo, to look
after the formation of their formators and the formation of
their Sisters, and to entrust themselves more fully to God’s
Grace and to His Presence.
http://www.impaz.org.br/
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In, With, and For the Church

S. F. Snippets

“THE SALESIAN FAMILY – IS THAT A FRANCHISE?”
Over the past year, “Salesian Family Snippets” has featured a review of the 32 official groups that make up the Salesian Family throughout the world. This journey through the history of these groups has been an inspiring and instructive experience. The recent publication of the Salesian Family of Don Bosco book has been a valuable resource
for Don Bosco’s sons and daughters in these provinces of the Eastern US and Canada. With the conclusion of this
tour of the groups, we can see the wisdom of the Charter of the Charismatic Identity of the Salesian Family of Don
Bosco in affirming the importance of being familiar those 12 in our province and in our part of Don Bosco’s world.
(ADMA, ADS, CDB, CN, CSMA, EXA-DB, EXA-FMA, FMA, SDB, SMI, SSCC, and VDB)
Just before this project began, Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA, and I had an experience that would place this Salesian
Family review within its proper context. We were travelling on a back road from Belle Glade to Tampa, Florida in
the course of visiting the Salesian Family centers in the Southeastern US. We stopped at a small store that advertised “Coffee and Sandwiches.” The proprietor was surprised to see a religious sister and priest in his establishment
that served mostly truck drivers, farm workers, migrants, and tradesmen. In his South Asia accent, he asked what
brought us to his store in the middle of nowhere. When we told him about visiting Don Bosco’s followers in the
South, his face brightened. “Don Bosco, I know him! There are many good schools with his name back home in Kathmandu, Nepal!” The man told us about the technical schools, the youth centers, and the assistance given to families
and the poor in that impoverished area. As the conversation continued, this Nepalese entrepreneur turned to us and
asked, “Do you own a franchise?”
“No, we said. The Salesian Family is not a franchise. Rather, it is a mission – the mission of Jesus Christ as lived by
Don Bosco, Father and Friend of the young.”
That question helped Sr. Denise and me to understand more clearly the nature of the 32 Salesian Family groups as
we studied their founding, formation, maintenance, and development in all corners of Don Bosco’s world. Part of
that reflection included a challenge leveled at the entire Salesian Family by Pope Francis in his message
to General Chapter 28: to return to the founding spirit of Don Bosco there in Valdocco. Both the words of our Holy
Father on taking “The Valdocco Option” and our study of the 32 Salesian Family groups have a lot to say to us regarding the way we come out of the current pandemic period of fear, isolation, and social distancing. We cannot go
back to the way things were before the pandemic took effect.
It is quite understandable that this young Nepalese entrepreneur would think in terms of franchise ownership when looking at Don Bosco’s works
from the outside. There are some similarities between a Don Bosco foundation and a franchise
ownership. They both have a strategic plan, corporate structure, target audience, financial plan, and
a commitment to growth. However, the franchise
system is based around distributing a product,
making a profit, and developing the market share
in a given area of business. This is absolutely not so
with Don Bosco’s Family as Dominic Savio instantly understood: “His [Dominic’s] gaze fell upon a
poster containing in large letters a favorite saying
of St. Francis de Sales: Da Mihi Animas; Caetera
Tolle. He studied it carefully. Anxious that he
should catch its meaning, I asked him to translate
it with me: ‘Lord, give me souls; take away the
rest.’ He thought for a moment and then exclaimed,
‘I see! Here you don’t do business in money but in souls! I understand. I hope you will deal with my soul!’” (St.
John Bosco. The Life of St. Dominic Savio. 3rd ed. Trans. Salesiana Publishers: New Rochelle, NY. 2005. p. 53)
continued on the following page
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(“The Salesian Family…” continued)



Each of these 32 Salesian Family groups came into existence from within the pastoral experience of Salesian
Family members’ sharing life with and offering ministry to the poorest young people and families in their local
areas. The growth of the Salesian Family came out of the passion of missionary disciples for serving the neediest young in the style of Don Bosco. This growth was not born of the effort to import into the area a Salesian
style program (product) from somewhere else.



The Salesian Family grew as a communal response to the actual needs of young people and families in a local
area. In some instances, the response was in the form of a tried-and-true ministry such as the technical
schools in Kathmandu. In most cases, it was born out of the creativity of the Salesian Family founders within
the circumstances of their location. The Salesian Family groups include those who serve families in their
homes, offer missionary visits to isolated populations, draw urban young adults into informal communal settings, and offer missionary evangelization through social communication.



These groups did not import significant numbers of personnel from afar. Rather, they called forth people from
the local area to provide necessary services to their own people. In many cases, these founders called those
thought to be “unfit” for religious or consecrated life, to live in community, and offer ministry to their brothers
and sisters (e.g., lepers, indigenous people). Instead of forcing Salesian Family members to squeeze into one or
two models of consecrated life, these founders were creative in calling their followers to come together in the
wide variety structures recognized by the Catholic Church (e.g., secular institutes, lay associations of the
faithful, spiritual movements and private associations, and interreligious associations of the laity).



They did not mold their members around the principles of an artificial “corporate culture.” Rather, they
formed their groups and members with the hallmarks of Don Bosco’s charism, God’s abiding presence in everyday life, the Eucharist and Penance at the center, Mary, Mother and Help accompanying us, Don Bosco’s
preventive education, loyalty to the Holy Father and the Catholic Church.



The Salesian Family groups did not operate according to a profit motive. Rather, they followed the example of
Don Bosco in his reliance of Divine Providence as he emptied his pockets to serve the young, lived frugally,
begged incessantly for donations from the local people, and used whatever resources came to him for the good
of the young as stewards of the Lord’s blessings.



Finally, each of these form a charismatic communion with the Rector Major as the head under the principles
expressed in the Charter of the Charismatic Identity of the Salesian Family of Don Bosco. Each group remains
autonomous and responsible for its operations and functioning within the guidelines of that charter.

As we move forward as a Salesian Family, it would be good for us to remember that Don Bosco did not found a Salesian Family made up of
“outposts” that transmit the Gospel message to a secular world. Rather,
Don Bosco’s Salesian Family is a vast movement of people called by God to
inject the Good News of Jesus Christ into the very core of society by its witness of the Gospel in reaching out to the poorest young people and their
family with the spirit of God’s love. In his message to the SDB General
Chapter 28, our Holy Father speaks of this aspect of our common identity
as a Salesian Family by calling us to return to our roots in “The Valdocco
Option,” asking from the Lord the grace of our motto: “Da mihi animas,
caetera tolle.”
A very limited quantity of The Salesian Family of Don Bosco book is still available for purchase for $16.50/copy (plus S&H, if applicable). Please contact Fr.
Thomas Dunne, SDB, at tdunnesdb@aol.com, or Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA, at
Sisterdenise2431@gmail.com.
Pray with the Family: Salesian Ordo & Addenda et Varianda
For more Salesian reading, download this copy of the latest catalog from Salesiana
Publishers.
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Strenna 2020

S. F. Snippets

Final installment of Don Giuseppe Casti’s Reflection on Strenna 2008: “Educating Like Don Bosco”
“This Strenna is in close continuity with the Strenne of the two last years (2006 on family and 2007 on life). Life is the
great gift of God, ‘the lover of life,’ which He has entrusted to us as a seed so that we may collaborate with Him in making
it grow and produce abundant fruit. This seed needs ‘to fall into good soil,’ in which it can germinate and bear fruit; this
soil is the family, the cradle of life and love, the first place where one learns to be human. The family welcomes the gift of
life with joy and gratitude and provides the natural setting suitable for its growth and development. But as with the seed,
good soil is not enough; there is also need for the patient and laborious efforts of the farmer, who waters it, cares for it and
helps it to grow. This farmer who helps life to grow is the educator… We have been called for precisely this mission.. our
vocation as educators in Don Bosco’s style.” (Don Chavez, Strenna 2008)
Editors’ note: To some of our readers, this article may seem to be beyond the customary apostolic response of the Salesian
Family members to the needs of at-risk youth and families in Canada and USA East. Clearly, it challenges us to bring Don
Bosco’s charism outside the usual “safe” apostolates of parish religious education, schools, and the oratory gatherings that
have attracted Salesian Family support over the years. In particular, the lay members of the Salesian Family are called to
bring Don Bosco’s charism to the social and civic spheres of our lives. We must bring the social teachings of the Church to
public policy, civic organizations, political action, service organizations, and public education. While this focus may seem a
bit strange to us, it is right in line with the Church’s teaching on the mission of lay people in the Church (see Christifideles
Laici, #3). It is one with challenge of Strenna 2020 to foster upright citizens and good Catholics. It is right in line with the
call of Pope Francis in the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Chapter V, “The Better Kind of Politics,” on renewing public life.
Throughout the next year, “Snippets” will take this direction when dealing with the Rector Major’s Strenna for 2021:
“Moved by Hope: See I Am Making All Things New”. As Salesian Family, and our lay members especially, let us imitate
Blessed Albert Marvelli, Salesian Past Pupil and apostle of the Church’s Social Teaching. Order a copy of his biography.

TO LOVE
poor young people with fidelity
With Don Bosco’s Heart
“My dear boys, I love you all from my heart; it is enough that you
are young for me to love you very much. I can assure you that you
may find books written by people far more virtuous and more
learned than I, but you will scarcely find anyone who loves you
more than I do in Jesus Christ or who wants your happiness more.
May the Lord be with you and ensure that by practicing these few
suggestions you can achieve the salvation of your soul and thus
increase the glory of God, the only purpose of this book. May you live
happily and may the Lord be with you. Affectionately in Jesus
Christ, Giovanni Bosco, Priest” [translated from Il giovane
provveduto (The Companion of Youth), Turin, Paravia e Comp. 1847, 7-8. Italian only]
“In his sermons and conferences he reminded us that the kingdom of God is a reward for the poor in spirit and that it
was his favorite mission to take care of the young people so loved by Jesus, those who were poor and derelict. His
words had their own effectiveness because we saw they were accompanied by facts. He then went on to say that he was
the leader of the rascals of Turin, not out of vainglory, but to grab the hearts of young people and attract them to the
good. He enjoyed spending time with us and sometimes when coming from a visit to a noble and high-ranking person
he would say to us: ‘I feel much more at home with you; this is truly where I belong.’” Cardinal Cagliero (from The
Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco, vol. IV, p. 455.)
Reflection
At this point it is right to ask ourselves this question: How can one love today “With Don Bosco's Heart” and put the
Preventive System into motion for the sake of the poor children of our times?
"The ‘today’ of Jesus and of Don Bosco continues in our educational mission. We have been consecrated through the
anointing of the Spirit at our baptism and have been sent to young people to announce to them the New Life that
Christ offers us so as to foster and develop it through an education that frees the young and the poor from the
oppression that prevents them from seeking the truth, from opening themselves to hope, from living with meaning
and joy, and from building their freedom." (Strenna 2008, Don Pascual Chavez, SDB)
continued on the following page
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Children’s Rights
The child's primary right to life and to grow up in and be educated within his own family
is a principle that affects all social policies across the boards. It is a constitutionally
guaranteed right. The importance of the family and the centrality of its role in social
development is therefore a strategic point also for education and policies for minors.
Disinterest on the part of the political world, from which the family has suffered in the
past, is mainly due to the influence exerted by the ideology of individualism that has
undermined the history, the tradition, and the culture of [Italian] society. This ideology
has become so pervasive that family-based values are perceived as not being “in step
with the times” and therefore must be completely re-evaluated.
Foundational principles of ethics and morals have given way to impromptu “recipes” for
modern behavior: parents have found themselves "displaced" from their role as
educators due to a misunderstood concept of freedom and of mutual respect that has
contributed to create anarchy in relationships between parents and children. The true definitions of duties and
rights have been lost to a hedonistic and individualistic culture that seems – and increasingly so – to represent the
only valid life model.
Support for parenting
Recalling to mind now a concept that has already been expressed and reiterating the right of children to grow up in
their own family, we want to highlight that it is the task of institutions to put into action all the resources available
in a given area in order to apply this principle in an effective manner. This means that all those working in this
sector must not only check into the condition of the family and its shortcomings but must also put into effect
preventive, helpful, and supportive measures to combat poverty. Support for motherhood and fatherhood must be
stated in the clauses of employment contracts and implemented primarily by local authorities.
Help for inadequate parenting
Up until now, families deemed inadequate or unsuitable have been completely abandoned to themselves and
essentially punished by the removal of the children without having had any policy of specific "prevention,
treatment, and recovery" in place. It is absolutely necessary to reduce the cases of abandonment of minors by means
of an awareness campaign on the importance of the heritage that they represent. Further, there needs to be a
radical change in the method and approach we use to implement prevention. Mothers and fathers who neglect and
mistreat their children have often been themselves victims of violence, degradation, or prejudice. Their situations
must be analyzed with a careful and never a punitive spirit. It is desirable that these parents can be offered forms of
emotional support, sensitizing their families of origin, offering ways out with direct assistance to the heart of the
problem. Effective tools are the forms of "extended family custody" which combine caring for the minor with that of
supporting his parents. These are experimental projects that view this network of families as the main actors. A
family that takes care of another family is the realization of total solidarity.
The priorities
The document prepared by the “National Observatory for Childhood and Adolescence” [in Italy] states that “The
future of a society is linked to its ability to renew itself continuously so as to respond to new emerging needs and to
achieve the constant progress of humanity. This renewal cannot but be the task of the new generations; but a young
person can only plan, build, and renew if his is a free and critical-thinking personality. The primary task of
education is precisely that: to guarantee these conditions.
Institutions that are responsible for the protection of children's rights, in collaboration with civil society, must
ensure that:
 every child can grow up in a family, in a positive relationship with adults and with the involvement of other
educational and recreational environments suitable for him/her;
 every adolescent can develop and express his/her personality and optimize all his/her resources and abilities,
for he/she has been placed in the conditions to do so by his/her family and by society as a whole.”
Two shared principles that underlie any action/implementation in this sense have been identified:
a) regarding and valuing the family as an educating community;
b) searching for tools to strengthen the protection of minors from all forms of violence where “protection” is in its
threefold meaning of prevention and the protection and recovery of the growing child who finds him/herself in
difficulty.
continued on the following page
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The protection of minors in the areas of education, work, and free time
Educational and social policies must recognize and value actions and interventions on behalf of children and
adolescents in which they:
a) can have good human interactions during those moments dedicated to socializing and developing interests;
b) have their right to education recognized and respected, regardless of the level at which they begin;
c) are offered academic and vocational courses suited to each one’s aptitudes and abilities;
d) are involved in targeted educational interventions whenever there is the potential for difficulties and the risk of
social exclusion to arise.
The right to education brings with it the right to a quality school experience.
Consequently, enriching the traditional resources of the school by establishing relationships with institutions and
resources outside the school (the local authorities, associations, sports and music agencies, etc.) is essential for the
fostering of educational experiences that are effective both in terms of academics (and the fight against scholastic
failure) and in terms of enhancing personal skills.
Every adolescent has the right to have a formative-educational path suited to his/her aptitudes and abilities that
also takes into account the fact that societal and/or family problems may have severely disturbed their positive
inclusion in such a reality.
In regard to the formation system’s effectiveness, we must identify what support is needed from non-academic
educational realities to set into motion personalized formation paths that take into account the person’s reality and
to create the didactic and logistical conditions that would allow every person to derive full benefit from these
formative opportunities.
We also need to give them the incentive to orient themselves on an academic and vocational path because they
believe it to be a real possibility for all adolescents. Further, we need to enable their families to recognize the
educational and formative path that is most useful for the development of their potential.
Pre-adolescents’ and adolescents’ free time must, therefore, be one lived in a reality that is rich in what it proposes
to them and not devoid of challenges. Any situation of "expressive poverty" lacking such organized spaces, in fact,
does not create favorable conditions for these moments to be experienced as positive ones for growth in one's social
experience.
Educational action must be put into effect lest this time become:
a) the origin of risky behaviors in the adolescents’ inevitable search for stimuli and new experiences;
b) one of stagnation due to the absence of creativity and the development of appropriate skills.
When considering the strengthening of services in the educational-animational and informative-cultural fields, it is
necessary to focus on a proposal of such services that would favor the free gathering of adolescents and young people
and that would make possible spontaneous centers of gathering so that girls and boys become actors in their
attempt at community and not simply users of a pre-established service. The presence of educational figures - both
adults and young adults - must also be fostered in these places so that they are welcomed and not merely tolerated.
When planning actions to be taken in this area, we cannot forget the increasingly widespread phenomenon of the
“street” and the “playground” as the usual place of spontaneous gatherings by adolescents and young people. We
must regard this phenomenon as a “resource” and not automatically associate it with risky, uncomfortable
situations of abandonment and of incipient sin. These places, therefore, must become ones that make great
proposals and projects a reality - meetings in the most spontaneous forms possible and the launch pad for free
gathering and for the development of interests.
Going Deeper







Investigate the reality of dropouts in your area and identify its causes;
Make a map of your area based on the frequency of school dropout;
Identify the types of child labor and the economic sectors that make greater use of child labor;
Categorize the danger level of the different sectors that use child labor;
Identify the characteristics of the nuclei in which school dropout occurs most;
Identify the different roles assumed, over time, by the family and the school, and their socio-economic situation
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On November 16-17 the Provincial Delegates for Mission Animation of the Salesian Regions of Interamerica and
South Cone America met. Three main topics were discussed: the good practices of Mission Animation; the importance of the creation of the Provincial Mission Animation team and the promotion of Salesian volunteer service.
On November 22, two online meetings were held for the FMA Delegates of Interamerica: in the morning for those
at the service of the FMA Past Pupils (no photo available) with Sr. Maria Luisa Miranda, FMA, General Councilor
for the Salesian Family, and Sr. Gabriela Patino, FMA, World Delegate; in the afternoon, with those at the service
of the Salesian Cooperator Provincial Councils, with Sr. Lucrecia Uribe, FMA, World Delegate, and Mr. Francisco
Burciaga, SC, World Councilor of the Interamerica Region.

The Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco Offer a Weekly Virtual “Playground”
“Run, jump, shout, but do not sin!” said St. John Bosco, patron saint of young people. With this in mind, the Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco are offering a “virtual oratory” every Saturday beginning September 19, 2020 from 2:004:00pm for children ages six through fourteen. This oratory gives young people around the country a chance to meet
new friends, play games, pray together and engage in wholesome activities through Zoom, all with the accompaniment of the Sisters.
What is an “oratory”? The Salesian-style oratory first started by St. John Bosco in Italy has traditionally been a
place where young people can come to play, pray, and grow in their relationship with God and one another. Since
many in-person programs have been postponed or modified, the Sisters have adapted the concept to be viable online.
Every Saturday, the afternoon starts with prayer, ice breakers, games, singing, and an Oratory pledge. This is followed by large group activities and small breakout groups, by age, that include anything from movement to virtual
field trips to trivia games. The Sisters are building on the success
they had in offering their first ever Virtual Summer Camp. The reaction the Sisters have received from parents is encouraging and
points to a need for more programs to keep young people engaged in
their Faith during these uncertain times.
“We have been praying to see you again soon and we are very thankful to God that you will be running a virtual program again. The
camp was so great that I am sure this will be another excellent experience for the kids!” said Maria Guerra, parent from Carmel, IN
Registration is open and there is no cost to participate. Visit:
www.salesiansisters.org/weekly-virtual-oratory to sign up or email:
salesiansisterscamp@gmail.com for more information.
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Accompanying Abraha excerpt from piece by Antoniette Pace, Lay Pastoral Assistant
Arriving in Toronto on December 17, 2019, Abraha is the latest newcomer to our Salesian parish of St. Benedict in Etobicoke. A single man in his early thirties, Abraha, originally from Eritrea, is youthfully robust and
eager to work. Arriving in Canada, only days ahead of Christmas, at the start of winter, with basic Englishlanguage skills, it was certain that work opportunities would be limited. Indeed, after pounding the pavement
in search of work from January to early March 2020, Abraha’s diligent effort left him without employment.
In late April, during a conversation with Bassam, a previous newcomer to our parish, the opportunity presented itself to share about Abraha’s desperate need for employment. Some weeks later, Abraha proudly announced that he had a full-time job. Bassam, understanding the realities of a newcomer, took it upon himself
to visit Abraha, outside his home to respect social distancing, to learn more about him. He proceeded to put in good word
for Abraha at a company where he himself worked when he first arrived in Canada.
As Pope Francis shares in his message for the 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2020, [newcomers] “offer us the
opportunity to meet the Lord”: Bassam could have politely listened to the plight of our most recent newcomer and went
about his day. Instead, the conversation moved him to get involved. By advocating for Abraha to his former employer, Bassam exercised a practical action cited in Pope Francis’ message: involvement in order to promote.
In thanksgiving to St. Joseph, to whom Abraha was entrusted for employment, this reflection closes with a prayer, adapted
from the prayer in Pope Francis’ message: With grateful hearts, we thank St. Joseph “who earned his bread by the work of
his hands”, for watching over Abraha, who has “seen everything in life taken away” and for providing for him “the dignity
of a job and the serenity of a home”.

and Ifeoma and Her Family excerpt from article by Ifeoma herself
I arrived in Montreal, Canada, on April 17, 2017 with my 9-year-old daughter and 1-year-old son. As a refugee, I started
the application process for status in Canada. Getting [2 negative responses] to [my] case [between 2017 and 2020], I felt
like my world was coming to an end. I cried for weeks. Fortunately, [in 2019], I had connected with the Salesian parish of
St. Benedict in Toronto where I was preparing for initiation in the Catholic Church in the RCIA process. My daughter also
was preparing to complete her initiation sacraments. In the depths of despair, my newfound church family and good
friends encouraged me not to give up and to hold on to hope.
To make matters worse, in February 2020, my daughter had a serious health emergency requiring an extended hospital
stay for observation and care. I couldn’t work. I was thinking too much. I wasn’t eating. I fell ill several times but I remained steadfast and held on strong to God and his promise for my life and that of my kids. My church family at St. Benedict never, for one second, left my side.
With an application for status on Humanitarian Grounds in process since November 2019, I was summoned to the immigration deportation office in mid-February 2020, only a short time after my daughter’s hospitalization. Immigration Canada had a plan to start the removal process: to deport my family back to Nigeria. Since my daughter was in Sick Children’s
Hospital, I went to the deportation office with my son only. Explaining that my daughter could not be there because she
had suffered a stroke and was in hospital, the official gave me 18 days to provide a doctor’s report. Without a convincing
report, action would be taken for deportation.
Receiving the crushing letter handed to me by the official at the deportation office, I took it straight to church where I went
to the Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. The chapel has always been my go-to place when I feel like giving up. Since my
youth in Nigeria, I would go there, drawn by the presence of God that consoles and reassures me. In the chapel, I placed
that letter on the altar on which Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament was exposed. I went down on my kneels and cried to God.
I concluded my prayer that day with the rosary. From that day, God manifested his power in
mighty ways as things began to change for the good. God’s divine presence was most evident in
an unexpected phone call I received from my lawyer on July 29. That morning, she called to
inform me that my humanitarian case was approved. Overwhelmed with joy, I jumped, I
screamed, and I cried. Surely, God is on my side and on the side of my children and all who approach Him with confident trust in all things. Indeed, as the psalmist writes, “The Lord is near
to all who call on him”. (Ps 145). For this I praise God! For the first time in more than two
years, I slept well without worrying, without tears. I thank God too, that by His grace, my
daughter’s health is improving. All glory be to God Almighty.
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Refocusing My Salesian Mission by Paula King Dolan, SC
Not until about two years ago when Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB, sent me a copy of Virtue and Christian
Refinement, According to the Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul, did I begin to fully understand my own
involvement and devotion to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The book had been written by
Blessed John Bosco, and originally titled, “The Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul,” as an introduction to
The Devout Life, according to St. Vincent de Paul. Vincent had lived three centuries before Don
Bosco but was his French hero and model.
“The words of a Saint about a Saint are doubly precious, a book in which Blessed Don Bosco recalls the virtues of the Saint whom he imitated with such fidelity in so many ways.” ~Francis Cardinal Bourne, Archbishop of Westminster
This little book enlightened me to a connection between the two saints that have become so important in my life. It helped me to focus on my pathway of Christian Charity in my own endeavors
to become holy and to reach heaven. By God’s grace, by vocation I am a Lay Salesian Cooperator
and my apostolic actions are in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul as a Salesian and a Vincentian in
today’s world.
Jim, my darling husband of 54 years, and I were introduced to Don Bosco, and the Salesian Community in South Orange,
in 1993 by Fr. Tim Zak, SDB, literally over our back fence. We became friends with these new neighbors. We were attracted by their joy, their family-style hospitality, their spirituality, and their mission to the young and to the most-in-need.
Being parents of four young children and teens ourselves, this involvement became a “natural fit” for us. Two years of formal initial formation followed by the next twenty-five years of active participation and involvement as Salesians continued
to help teach and strengthen our Salesian hearts, spirituality, and charism.
During that time, natural changes brought me to and through new and different stages of life. The daily parental role lessened, our business travel decreased, gradual hints of aging set in, we made what is most probably our final of thirteen
home moves, and we buried my dear 100-year-old Mother…all in God’s plan. Finding ourselves now one hour+ away from
our nurturing Salesian Community in Orange, I prayed for a new direction of mission, something that would incorporate
my now innate Salesianity, yet be local enough for a significant, purposeful involvement and keep me on the planned path
toward holiness.
Initially a request that I chair our parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference’s first participation in the annual, national St.
Vincent de Paul “Friends of the Poor Walk” made me take a leap in faith. Once in up to my neck, I became aware of and
associated with incredibly knowledgeable and devoted Vincentians and learned their plan to improve their own spirituality by aiding “neighbors-in-need” who sought help. Similarities of their mission to people-in-need to that of the Salesians
was comforting and encouraged me to further commit to being formed as a Vincentian myself. That all began eight years
ago. A significant personal involvement of time, energies, and empathetic assistance has been possible because of my Salesian heart and experiences, charism, and the powers of Salesian Family supportive prayers.
Today’s Vincentians strive to see Christ and to be Christ in their neighbors-in-need. They search for the needs of each person, whether it be: food, clothing, housing, furniture, employment, child-care, or financial assistance with housing, utilities, transportation, health insurance, job training, or maybe referrals to municipal or private social service agencies with
special experience or resources, or sometimes they need accompaniment: a listening ear, encouragement, empathy or a
drive to a particularly-dreaded medical or legal appointment.
“There is no need that is unfamiliar to the St. Vincent de Paul”, is frequently
quoted. Personally, two quotes frequently encourage and inspire me: “Do not lose
any time, do good, do all the good you can.” ~ St. John Bosco and “The proof of
loving God is in the doing.” He begged his confreres to love God with “the
strength of their arm and the sweat of their brow, that the value of their work
consisted of doing it well.” ~ St. Vincent de Paul
All of our lives during these COVID times are uncertain, stressful and challenging. We need to be grateful for God’s love and blessings and then we need to
think out-of-the-box, finding ways to get busy to help someone, somewhere,
something. “Do not lose any time, do good…” St. John Bosco
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Serving Youth in a Pandemic—A Chicago Catechetical Experience by Fr. Richard Alejunas, SDB
Chicago’s Belmont-Cragin neighborhood boasts one of the highest densities of school-age children
in the USA’s third largest city. There one finds the Salesian parishes of St. John Bosco and St.
James. Even during the time of COVID these young people are the focus of the local Salesian educational mission. For example, before the pandemic both these parishes would have enrolled over
700 youngsters in catechesis. Now during these turbulent times still nearly 500 are registered for
virtual weekly classes for the 2020/21 pastoral year.
Why so many kids? Rosy Mora serves in the parish Religious Education Office, which manages the catechetical programs of both of Chicago’s Salesian parishes. She writes: “My experience working with the Salesians has been wonderful since day one. Unfortunately, we are living through a difficult time. I am very impressed how the community
has managed to carry on through the pandemic. Parents were so enthusiastic to register their children because
they did not want them to lose the year. Many of the parents who came to register their children told me that their
faith was much greater than the pandemic. They knew that their children would be safe, because the parish was
taking all required measures to do so.”
How to move traditional in-class programs with volunteer teachers to remote learning? First, both church communities had to make a significant investment to expand Wi-Fi at their sites. Over 70 catechists come to the parishes’
centers to broadcast classes weekly and interact with their students. As one veteran catechist put it, “This pandemic has taught us all to evangelize with more love!” Ms. Mora also noted, “One of the challenges we faced was being
able to guide the catechists to adapt to the new way of teaching children. Many volunteers are older and found the
technological aspect of virtual classes very difficult.” Nevertheless, the motivation on the part of the catechists is
deeply based in a Salesian love for the young and their families.
What does the Salesian charism got to do with it? It is a challenge to create a sense of the Oratory’s HOME,
SCHOOL, CHURCH, and PLAYGROUND in an on-line setting. Sr. Bertha Alicia Lopez, MHSPX, the local Director of Religious Education states, “Evangelizing with the charism and great love assures us
greater success in catechesis.” The children and their families know the pandemic is a temporary
educational situation. They also know that the church is making great efforts for them because
as Don Bosco said, “The young must know they are loved!”
This pandemic is teaching us that we can learn new things, adapt to a variety of challenges, and
continue the Salesian mission among Chicago’s young. As one local Salesian educator stated,
“God gives us the capacity and understanding to continue to evangelize.”

SAVE THE DATE!
Salesian Family Days ONLINE
January 15-17, 2021
Transmissions from Torino:
TH Jan 13: Opening Session
RM Presents Strenna 2021

7:30 am ET
8:00 am ET

FR Jan 14: Holy Mass
Works of Hope
Prayers and Good Night

6:00 am ET
11:00am ET
2:00 pm ET

SA Jan 15: Holy Mass of the Rector Major 6:30 am ET
Final Session
7:30 am ET
*Transmissions from the Region and the Province*

MORE INFORMATION TO COME!
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Casa Don Bosco remains open
virtually - and will reopen to pilgrims
as soon as is permissible. In the
meantime, read Fr. Mike Pace’s
newsletter from Valdocco and sign up
for the pilgrimage in 2022.
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Click on each of the above photos for biographical information about our dear deceased Family members

Coming in 2021:
The Monthly Letter of
the Rector Major
Reflections on Strenna
2021
and more!

