
 

Proposed initiative in preparation for  
the SOLEMNITY OF ST. MARY MAZZARELLO  

NOVENA: May 4 – 12, 2021 

 

THEME: “I entrust them to you” 
 

This year we are invited to deepen the mandate "I entrust them to you." Its origin is rooted in the 

experience of Maria Domenica Mazzarello and became the guiding thread of her story. This experience dated 

in time (1860, after her recovery from typhoid, when she was just 23 years old) is an experience that made the 

identity of Maria Mazzarello deeper and more authentic. 

This mandate is not an event that concerns only the past and the life of Maria Domenica. It goes beyond 

time (it reaches us today in 2021) and space (it resounds all over the world today). In this way, "I entrust them 

to you" becomes a mandate of the present and the future, a message for us today and tomorrow, moves us, 

challenges us, reaches us over time. 

Mother Yvonne Reungoat writes in her circular letter 1000: “ The aim of the celebrations of the 150th is 

not only to evoke the past, but to celebrate the present, giving new brightness to a mandate that goes beyond 

time and space, and puts into play all our resources, our educative evangelizing passion, our will to look to the 

future with the daring of Don Bosco and of Mother Mazzarello. This is why I invite you to approach her figure 

with new depth, to penetrate more into that ‘I entrust them to you’ which was the guiding thread of her life and 

that challenges ours as well. Who better than she can help us to discover its beauty and responsibility?”   

 The Lord continues to entrust the community, the young people and the educational mission to us. In 

accepting the mandate “I entrust them to you,” Mother Mazzarello would have used the term and the image of 

"taking care of each other." Today, there is an invitation to cultivate a culture of care and tenderness, which, 

according to Pope Francis, means developing a mentality and a culture of “caring” to defeat indifference,   

rejection and rivalry. Within this context of a world pandemic which continues to unfold circumstances of 

debilitating pessimism, paralyzing fears and uncertainties, we are invited to be luminous bearers of evangelical 

hope to all those whom God entrusts to us.  

As we prepare for the solemnity of our Mother and co-Foundress, St. Mary Mazzarello, we would like to 

invite our communities to an attentive and contemplative re-reading of our daring and courageous responses 

to the mandate “I entrust them to you” in light of the experiences of Mother Mazzarello and the Sisters of the 

first hour.  We believe there is always something to re-discover and to re-learn if we allow them to speak to us 

today. May this novena obtain for us the grace of fidelity to the spirit of the origins and an enlightened path to 

be, today, communities that are fruitful wombs that generate new life and new vocations. 

 

From Casa Maria Immacolata - Aspirantate Community to yours,  

Happy feast day, Sisters! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOVENA MODALITY:  
1. The 9 days are divided into 3 parts to allow ample time for personal reading/praying over, community 

sharing/celebration:  May 4-6; May 7-9, May 10-12, 2021.  
 

2. The community will invoke MM daily using any of the prayers found in FMA prayer book p. 121-123, 

according to their preferred time.  
 

3. The sources and guide questions are provided.  However, if the community has better ideas for their 

reading from our Salesianity sources, they are free to use them. 

The members of the community are free to choose any of the proposed sources for reading: they may 

choose to read only one of the 3 suggested readings for each segment. 

The community is also invited to read from the Constitutions about the Spirit of Mornese. 
 

4. In each 3-day segment, the community is free to create a schedule most suited to their reality.  Please 

note the sequence: personal reading, deepening, sharing and a simple celebration.  

At the end, they are to come up with a slogan as a summary and symbol of their sharing.  This will be 

posted in the virtual space provided in the FB page of the Province.  
 

5. FIL Facebook page  will be our virtual meeting place for sharing what is taking place in each 

community. This doesn’t have to be something extra special…post simply what you have.  

 On the 1st day of each 3-day segment, a teaser will be posted by the Aspirantate community.   

 Each community is invited to post on the comment section of the teaser a slogan or symbol of 

resonances from the sharings in response to the mandate “I entrust them to you”. 

 On May 12, the video song “I Got Hope” by Gen Verde, will be posted by the Aspirantate community. 

It will make use of some images and pictures of how each community responds to the call and 

challenge of “taking care of one another” during this pandemic period (ex. being prayer warriors, 

simple community-building activity, relief operation, online classes and counselling, conducting 

webinars, online oratory, module making etc.) 

 

NOTE: Each community is invited to send to Sr. Tess Mendoza 3 best pictures of “gestures of hope”  

  taksmendozafma@gmail.com  Deadline: May 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PROPOSED READINGS: 
 

1. DAY 1-3: May 4-6  The Collegio, House of the love of God  
 

Mo. Mazzarello and the first sisters welcomed each person sent and entrusted to them with such delicate care, trust in 

their innate goodness, unconditional acceptance of their uniqueness. Each one was offered personalized 

accompaniment as seen in their unified educative approach.  

Suggested readings: 

 Corinna Arrigotti (Cron I, 256-258, Cron II, 1-3, 32-33, 60-63, 69, 78-79)/ (F. Maccono Vol 1. 206-211) 

 Emma Ferrero (Cron II, 286-288, 291-292, 301-302, 315, 323-324; Cron III, 136-137)/ (F. Maccono Vol 2. 108-110) 

 Maria Belletti ( Cron II, 121-124, 227-228)/ (F. Maccono Vol 1. 283-285) 
 

Guide for reflection and sharing:  

 Who are the young entrusted to your community today? How have you been a bearer of God’s love to them?  

 Revisiting the 1st community of Mornese, what were you reminded of as necessary conditions, dispositions or 

attitudes so that this mandate “I entrust them to you” will empower the FMA communities today to be fruitful 

wombs of new life for the young?  

 What could be the invitation and message of MM, 1st Sisters and those young ladies to you and your community 

today?  

 

2. DAY 4-6: May 7-9   The first communities outside Mornese  
 

The first community of Mornese is a light that illumines our path today.  In dialogue with the experiences of the Sisters 

of the first hour, we learn the secret of fruitfulness.  It is like discovering the memory on which to build our future.  (Acts 

GC XX) Today we are invited to remember the communities of our origins. 

Suggested readings: 

 Borgo San Martino (October 1874) 
Opening of Borgo San Martino (Cron II, 99-100; F. Maccono I 216-217; 222-225; 261-262)  
MM visits Borgo San Martino (Cron II, 307) 
Spirit of the community (Cron III, 210-212; 242-244)  
 

 Bordighera (February 1876) 

From Mornese to Bordighera (Onwards in the Course of a Century 34-35; Cron II, 160-161; 163-164) 

Spirit of the community (Cron II, 213; 293) 

MM’s accompaniment (Cron III, 12, 114-115) 
 

 Nizza Monferrato (February 1879) 
Acquisition of Nizza convent (Cron II, 247; F. Maccono II, 22; Cron III, 149-150) 
Persecution of the community (F. Maccono II, 60-62) 
Act of solidarity (F. Maccono II, 62-63)  
Spirit of the community (F. Maccono II, 73) 

 
 
 



 

Guide for reflection:  

 How do you see yourself in terms of regenerating the spirit of the origins in your community? 

 Encountering the communities of the origins, what were you reminded of as necessary conditions, dispositions 

or attitudes so that this mandate “I entrust them to you” may form communities rich in humanity and in fraternal 

love? 

 What could be the invitation and message of MM and our first communities to you and your community today?  

 

3. DAY 7-9: May 10-12   First missionary communities 
 

Mother Mazzarello welcomed unexpected entrustments throughout her life. One of which was the invitation for the 

missions. She accepted joyfully the decision of Don Bosco with the recommendation of his confreres to send Sisters to 

South America for mission ad gentes.  
 

Though she was not directly sent as part of the first missionary expedition, she stayed so close to the Sisters in their 

preparation for the mission, in their vocational journey even when they were already miles away from her.  
 

Suggested readings: 

 Preparation for the missionary expedition (Cron Vol. 2 –269, 273-277, 280-282; F. Maccono Vol. 2 – 1-12) 

 Letters for Sr. Angela Vallese – L 17, 22; Sr. Giovanna Borgna – L 19, 28; Sr. Teresina Mazzarello – L 41, 61 
 

Guide for reflection and sharing:  

 How would you describe your experience of being personally accompanied and of accompanying your co-Sisters? 

 Reading from our sources, what were you reminded of as necessary conditions, dispositions or attitudes so that 

this mandate “I entrust them to you” becomes a concrete experience of mutual accompaniment in our journey of 

fidelity and of apostolic fecundity today? 

 What could be the invitation and message of MM and our first missionaries to you and your community today?  

 

 


