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We are a Family      
belonging all to Mary 

THE JANUARY MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR from the Salesian Bulletin 
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB 

I have in my hands a histori-

cal document - a piece of pa-

per that is a mere 4 inches 

by 2 inches - written by a 

young boy from the Valdocco 

Oratory, Michael Rua. On 

this tiny piece of paper he 

wrote the following: 

 On the evening of 
January 26, 1854, we 
gathered in Don Bosco's 
room: Don Bosco him-
self, Rocchietti, Artiglia, 
Cagliero, and Rua; and 
it was proposed that we 
engage, with the help of 
God and of St. Francis 
de Sales, in an experi-
ment in the practical 
exercise of charity to-
ward neighbor, to even-
tually make a promise, 
and then if it will be 
deemed possible and 
opportune, to make a 
vow of it to the Lord. 
From that evening the 
name “Salesians” was 
given to those who 
chose and would in the 
future choose to engage 
in such an exercise. 

Of the four, three, Rocchietti, 

Cagliero, and Rua, became 

Salesians. 

From a miniscule seed 

It is amazing that these 

short minutes have reached 

us. But the truly amazing 

and prodigious things are 

the intuition and vision of 

this great and holy man, Don 

Bosco, who had a heart full 

of educational and evangeliz-

ing passion for his boys.       

The Holy Spirit made that 

first encounter with four of 

his boys bear so much fruit 

that today the Salesian 

Family and Congregation 

extend to 136 nations of the 

world, taking care of the 

boys, girls, teenagers, and 

young adults - all of them 

our main concern. 

From out of nothing, a 

beautiful tree has grown: A 

tree that today has thou-

sands of friends and bene-

factors, thanks to whom we 

can do so much good. A tree 

that has thousands and 

thousands of laity who 

share the charism of Don 

Bosco and who work every 

day in the houses of the 

whole Salesian Family 

throughout the world. 

Without any triumphalism 

and always with the invita-

tion to be conscious of our 

responsibility, I very often 
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IMPORTANT 

DATES 

“Four Boys and a Dream” 

Cari amici e 

amiche: Dear 

friends of Don 

Bosco’s char-

ism and read-

ers of [Snippets 

and] the Salesian Bulletin - 

the Salesian instrument of 

communication so dear to 

Don Bosco himself, its 

Founder. Shortly before I 

began writing these lines, I 

had celebrated Holy Mass, 

together with the General 

Council of the Salesian Con-

gregation (Salesians of Don 

Bosco), in the “camerette" in 

Sacred Heart Basilica. The 

“camerette” are the room 

and the chapel, which is 

adorned with a typical altar 

of the time, where Don 

Bosco celebrated his last 

Mass in Rome, on May 17, 

1887. He would die in Turin 

a few months later, on Jan-

uary 31, 1888. 

My thoughts flew for a few 

moments, not so much to 

that last Mass celebrated by 

Don Bosco in that room as 

to the simple, improbable, 

and unexpected beginnings 

- with apparently no greater 

future - of what is today the 

Salesian Congregation 

throughout the world.  That 

beginning took place in an-

other little room - in Valdoc-

co - on January 26, 1854. 

I wish to speak of and share 

with you in this “month of 

Don Bosco”, this "miracle" 

fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

continued on the following page 
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remind my brothers and sisters 

around the world that we are custo-

dians of a great Treasure that does 

not belong to us for it is a Gift of the 

Holy Spirit to the Church for the 

sake of children and young adults.  

But we must guard it and make it 

fruitful, as in the story of the Tal-

ents in the Gospel. This is our great 

responsibility, since imagining a 

Church and a world today without 

the Sons and Daughters of Don 

Bosco being present among young 

people would be difficult, or at least 

would lack that predilection given to 

them by the “Father and Teacher of 

Youth”, as Saint John Paul II named 

him. 

Dear readers and friends, I wanted 

to share with you this small detail of 

the beginning of this great reality: 

that Don Bosco had the 'genius' to 

found his Congregation from his own 

boys – four boys from among the 

many that were already in the Val-

docco Oratory in that year. 

I take the opportunity in the brief 

lines on this page, that will appear 

in the Salesian newsletters of the 

world in many languages, to say to 

all of you, “Thank you,” in the name 

of Don Bosco! “Thank you” for your 

love of Don Bosco’s charism, of his 

Dream, and of all that was his rea-

son for living: Jesus Christ the Lord 

and the young. 

May our Holy Founder bless you!  

     With great affection, 
  Don Angel  

(Rector Major Letter, cont. from p. 1) 
Snippets 2020: The Year’s Focus 

In the year 2020, the Salesian Fami-

ly takes up the Rector Major’s Stren-

na “Good Christians and Upright 

Citizens” as the guiding light of its 

life and ministry in the spirit of Don 

Bosco. 

Following the tradition begun by Don 

Bosco himself, Fr. Angel Fernandez 

Artime, S.D.B., Rector Major, offers 

his sons and daughters a New Year 

gift (a strenna) for fostering the unity 

and growth of the Salesian Family  

in the special circumstances in which 

we live and work around the world.   

We have all witnessed the way that 

our Rector Major has spent the last 

six years visiting the Salesian Fami-

ly in every part of the world. In his 

monthly letters and videos, he has 

shared with us his experiences of 

being with, listening to, and sharing 

life with young people and families in 

some of the most desperate circum-

stances we could ever imagine.  

In Snippets 2019, we read about his 

encounters with so many of Don 

Bosco’s Salesian Family who have 

gone to the neediest areas to work 

with those whose lives and well-

being are among the most endan-

gered in the world. Some of these 

missionaries have sacrificed their 

very lives in martyrdom as a result 

of their Christ-like service to others. 

These reflections have been inspira-

tional and challenging to us in what-

ever circumstance we live and in 

whatever ministry we carry on. At 

the end of these six long years, the 

Rector Major shares with us his re-

sponse to all the hope, joy, sorrow, 

and suffering he has experienced: As 

disciples of Christ in the spirit of Don 

Bosco, we too are called to seek out 

and approach the neediest young 

people and families to realize the 

heart of Don Bosco’s educational 

approach - to empower them to 

become Good Christians and Up-

right Citizens.    

As Fr. Angel notes in his Strenna 

2020 video, Don Bosco always said 

that his politics were those of “the 

Our Father.” In line with this basic 

principle, Fr. Angel places our Sale-

sian mission within the words of Je-

sus in this foundational prayer: “Thy 

Kingdom come. Thy Will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.” As followers 

of Don Bosco, we are called to con-

tribute to the coming of God’s King-

dom in the social and political areas 

of our modern lives.  

Snippets 2020 will explore the impli-

cations and outcomes of this Strenna 

for all the members of the Salesian 

Family in the United States and 

Canada with a view to unpacking 

some of the implications for us Sale-

sians in this part of the world. To-

gether, we will review the back-

ground of Don Bosco’s approach to 

politics in his native Piedmont dur-

ing a very tumultuous period in the 

history of Italy.  

We will also look to the Catholic So-

cial Justice Doctrines for a clear un-

derstanding of how the action on be-

half of social justice is constitutive of 

the mission of the Church and disci-

pleship in Christ. We will explore 

the ways that various groups within 

the Salesian Family have followed 

Don Bosco’s charism in taking up the 

social mission of the Church from 

their very founding.  And, finally, we 

will present “To Educate Like Don 

Bosco” - monthly reflections and aids 

for implementing Don Bosco’s Pre-

ventive System in a way that an-

swers the needs of our times. 

Hopefully, we will be able to share 

with the Snippets community the 

experiences of our fellow Salesian 

Family members in implementing 

the Strenna of 2020 in their local 

centers and areas along the year.  

the heart of Don Bosco’s educational 

approach: [empowering the young 

and us all] to become Good 

Christians and Upright Citizens.    

photo by: Achille de Sanglau, Rome, Feb. 26, 1867: Don Bosco poses with the butler of his host, 

Count Vimercati, the butler’s son, and Don Francesia - whom he is blessing. 
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The Kingdom of God 
The Church's social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of holiness 

amidst the challenges of modern society. In these brief reflections, we highlight several of the key themes that are 

at the heart of our Catholic social tradition. 

Life and Dignity of the Human Person 

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the founda-

tion of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching.  

Call to Family, Community, and Participation 

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society -- in economics and politics, in law 

and policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community.  

Wordle, Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church, Milwaukee, WI: https://www.ololmke.org/social-justice/  

Rights and Responsibilities 

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only 

if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to 

life and a right to those things required for human decency. 

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions be-

tween rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put 

the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers 

The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form 

of continuing participation in God’s creation. If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of work-

ers must be respected--the right to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of 

unions, to private property, and to economic initiative. 

Solidarity 

We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our 

brothers and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking 

world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.  

Care for God's Creation 

We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is a requirement of our 

faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s Creation. This 

environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored. 

Condensed from: “Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching” on the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops’ website.  Read more: 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm 

The following pages highlight how the SF Groups founded by our January Salesian Saints live these teachings - 

excerpts from a new publication on the Salesian Family that will reach our Communities soon. 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm
https://www.ololmke.org/social-justice/
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/economic-justice-economy/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/labor-employment/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm


SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO (SDB) 

founded by St. John Bosco 

The Motivation for the Work 

The Congregation was founded in 1859 by St. John Bosco in Valdocco as the culmination of a long 

and intense experience of apostolate among the poor youth of Torino. Thanks to his friendship with 

Don Giuseppe Cafasso, his fellow countryman, Don Bosco knew the dramatic reality of youth pris-

ons. In those years, Turin was experiencing a period of rapid industrialization and many young people moved from 

rural areas to the city to look for work. On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 1841, he be-

gan his educational work in favor of young people by beginning to teach catechism to an apprentice bricklayer at 

the church of St. Francis of Assisi. The boys that he followed soon became almost two hundred. 

The Birth and a Brief History of the Congregation  

On January 26, 1854, Don Bosco called together four of “his boys” (see page 1) to test themselves with deeds of 

charity and, later, if possible and desirable, by formal vow.  These become the first four to be called “Salesians.” In 

1858, Don Bosco was received in Rome by Blessed Pope Pius IX who encouraged him regarding his work and plans. 

On December 18, 1859, the Founder and his first companions [18] gathered in his room to form this new religious 

society by committing themselves to establish a Congregation to promote the glory of God and the salvation of the 

souls - especially those most in need of education and training. On May 14, 1862, the first 22 members – besides 

Michael Rua who already had professed his Vows – made their public profession of the vows of poverty, chastity, 

and obedience in Don Bosco’s hands, with Don Bosco making them to the Lord, before the Crucifix. The Salesians 

received pontifical approval in 1869 and their Constitutions were approved by the Holy See in 1874.  

Mission and Activities Today 

Article 6 of the Constitutions indicates the following areas of the Salesian mission: “The Salesian vocation places us 

at the heart of the Church and puts us entirely at the service of her mission. Faithful to the commitments Don 

Bosco has passed on to us, we are evangelizers of the young, and the more so if they are poor; we pay special atten-

tion to apostolic vocations; we are educators of the faith for the working classes, particularly by means of social 

communication. We proclaim the Gospel to those who have not yet received it.  In this way we contribute to build-

ing up the Church as the Body of Christ, so that also through us she may appear to the world as the "universal sac-

rament of salvation.” 

The activities, therefore, carried out by the Salesians of Don Bosco are: 

Direct education: in oratories and youth centers; in academic schools of varying grades, technical schools, and 

boarding schools; in homes for young people at risk; in universities; and in catechetical and pastoral centers.  

Direct evangelization: there are about 1000 parishes entrusted to the Salesians, and 

Direct mission work: there are about 3000 Salesians working in a missionary context.  
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DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS (FMA) 

Founded by St. John Bosco with Co-Foundress St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello 

The Motivation for the Work 

"Through a gift of the Holy Spirit and with the direct intervention of Mary, Saint John Bosco founded 

our Institute as a response of salvation to the profound hopes of girls of young women. He endowed it with a spiritu-

al heritage inspired by the charity of Christ, the Good Shepherd, and imparted to it a strong missionary characteris-

tic." (FMA Constitutions, Art. 1) 

The decision to found a Religious Institute for the education of young girls matured within Don Bosco thanks to in-

spirations from various sources: observation of the situation of abandonment and poverty in which many girls found 

themselves; contact with various female Institutes; the confirmation of Pope Blessed Pope Pius IX who encouraged 

him along this path; the unanimous vote of Don Bosco’s own Council in 1871; and repeated "dreams" and extraordi-

nary events that he himself recounted, in addition to his own profound Marian devotion. 

At the same time that this idea was maturing within him, Mary Domenica Mazzarello, a member of the Association 

of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate in Mornese, was animating a group of young women along with her best 

friend, Petronilla Mazzarello, who dedicated themselves to caring for the girls of their village.  They taught them 

how to become skilled in sewing, but, above all, guided them to be good Christians and honest citizens. 

SF Groups Incarnate Social Justice Teachings 
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Thus, two initiatives converged into one identical ideal: a Religious Family similar to that of the Salesians was to 

be born for young girls.  A new educational charism in the Church was born. For his foundation, Don Bosco chose 

the group of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate in Mornese. Mary Domenica Mazzarello became its co-Foundress, 

giving life, form, and development to the new Institute, creatively combining Don Bosco's "Preventive System" with 

women's resources and with the needs of the education of women and children.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

On August 5, 1872, in Mornese, the first group of young Daughters of Mary Help of Christians pronounced their 

"yes," just as the Virgin Mary had done, so as to become, like Her, “helpers,” especially in the education of young 

working class girls. They remained in the house of foundation from 1872 to 1879. In that short period of time an 

identity and a spirituality were formed and named after the small town of origin: “the Spirit of Mornese”. 

Having obtained diocesan approval of the Constitutions from the Bishop of Acqui, on January 23, 1876, the FMA, 

driven by missionary zeal, began to leave Mornese to go first to France and then reach Uruguay in 1877 and then 

Argentina in 1879. Following this, the Institute spread more and more in Italy, Europe, and Latin America. In 

1879, the Motherhouse was transferred to Nizza Monferrato where the Institute opened its first Normal School for 

the formation of teachers. Since 1891, the FMA have been present in Asia, since 1893 in Africa, since 1894 in North 

America in Mexico and 1908 in the United States, and since 1954 in Australia.  

Mission and Activities Today 

Today there are about 12,000 FMAs in 96 countries on six continents, in 1,370 houses. The mission of the FMA 

gives priority to the holistic education of all young people, in particular those who find themselves in a situation of 

poverty and risk, not only in Christian countries, but also in those not yet evangelized or those de-Christianized. 

Every FMA knows that she spends her life for God and for youth, seeking to give quality educational interventions 

by adapting them to the needs of the mission. In the various socio-cultural contexts, the FMA try to be an evange-

lizing presence that creates culture in defense of the rights of the poorest and in favor of justice and peace.  

DAUGHTERS OF THE SACRED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY (HH.SS.CC) 

founded by Bl. Luigi Variara, SDB 

The Motivation for the Work 

Blessed Luigi Variara, SDB, was born in Viarigi (Asti, Italy) on January 15, 1875. At the 

age of 19, with Fr Michael Unia, SDB, he left for Colombia and on August 6, 1894, he ar-

rived at the leprosy center of Agua de Dios. This place was known as “the city of pain” for in 

that center more than 800 of the 2000 people who lived there were affected by leprosy. The 

presence of the young Salesian filled the hospital with joy: he organized a festive oratory, a 

musical band, and a theatre, and built an oratory for the young lepers and the children of the sick.  

Some of the young people of the center who were part of the “The Daughters of Mary” group confided in Confession 

to Fr. Variara their secret desire to become Religious despite the clear impossibility of realizing it just because they 

were lepers. Led by their Founder, six of them, four sick with leprosy and two healthy individuals, but daughters of 

lepers, began the Institute, becoming co-Foundresses.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

On May 7, 1905, he founded the Congregation. The first Sisters perceived illness and pain as a means of redemp-

tion, of total self-offering, and of solidarity with the suffering, in the Salesian Spirit. In the group, Sr. Oliva 

Sánchez, herself a leper, was outstanding and became the first Superior and cornerstone of the Institute. She died 

two years after the foundation.  

The second Superior, Sister Anna Maria Lozano, daughter of a leper father, who was declared a Servant of God in 

June 2014, directed the Institute from 1907 until 1969 with only two short intervals of hiatus for three years each. 

She was responsible for the development of the Institute, the acceptance of healthy young people who had no per-

sonal connection with leprosy, and the spread of the Institute in Colombia and other countries.  

The Congregation was approved as a Diocesan Institute on June 5, 1930, and received the Decree of Approval from 

the Apostolic See on June 12, 1952. It became a Pontifical Right Institute on April 6, 1964. It then received the ap-

proval of its renewed Constitutions on March 22, 1986, and recognition as an Official Group of the Salesian Family 

on December 23, 1981.   



Luigi Variara Secular Movement - In 1975, by a decision of their General Chapter, the "Luigi Variara Secular 

Movement" was founded. This movement reinstitutes the lay consecration that existed prior to the birth of the Con-

gregation (1902-1904). The group is dependent on the Sisters. Diocesan priests, men and women, married or single, 

the young or adults, the healthy or the sick – all of whom remain in their dioceses – belong to this Movement. They 

live the charismatic experience of self-oblation and of service to the little ones and the ill.  

Mission and Activities Today 

The Institute has 308 members in 55 Communities in 11 countries: Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, the Do-

minican Republic, Brazil, Mexico, Spain, Italy, Equatorial Guinea, and Cameroon.  The experience of the sacrificial 

dimension of Salesian Spirituality is realized in the evangelization of the poor, especially of lepers, children, and 

young people. For this reason, the Institute also promotes health care ministry within the various educational activ-

ities it conducts. There are also some centers for assistance to the sick and for social and missionary works.  

https://institutoninojesusdepraga.com/hijas-de-los-sagrados-corazones-de-jesus-y-maria/  
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CONGREGATION OF ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL (CSMA) 

SISTERS OF ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL (CSSMA)  

founded by Bl. Bronislaw Markiewicz, with Ven. Anne Kaworek for the CSSMA 

The Motivation for the Work 

The Congregations of St. Michael the Archangel were founded by Blessed Bronislaw Bonawentura Markiewicz, who 

had taken his religious vows on March 25, 1887, in the hands of Don Bosco.  The female branch was founded with 

the collaboration of Venerable Anne Kaworek as Co-Foundress. 

In 1892, Bronislaw returned to Poland to take up the ministry of parish priest at Miejsce Piastowe, where he re-

mained until his death on January 29, 1912. He dedicated himself, in the spirit of Saint John Bosco, to the for-

mation of poor and orphaned youth. For that purpose, he opened an Institute at Miejsce Piastowe in which he of-

fered his students both material and spiritual support, preparing them for life with professional training in the 

schools opened at the Institute itself. In 1897, he detached himself from the Salesians, with the desire to found a 

new Institute according to the spirituality of St. John Bosco, but with its own specific rules and charism.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

He continued his activity as parish priest and director of the Institute (Society) which he called “Temperance and 

Work” (1898) and placed it under the protection of St. Michael the Archangel, in its two branches: male and female. 

Approval was granted in 1921 for the male branch and in 1928 for the female branch. The spirituality and lifestyle 

of the Religious Family, popularly known as the Michaelites, has two mottos: "Who is like God!" and "Temperance 

and Work".  The first motto clearly indicates God as the only meaning in life. The second highlights the charism 

and lifestyle of the Michaelites. A Michaelite realizes his call through the virtue of temperance, understood as free-

dom from any inner or outer conditioning of passions, to serve God totally and to dedicate themselves in loving 

availability to others, especially abandoned young people. They intend to propose this lifestyle as a strong counter-

sign to today's society which is overwhelmed by consumerism as the pursuit of well-being and to make the invita-

tion to rediscover the true values of austerity, justice, and solidarity.  

In their pastoral commitment, the Michaelites pay particular attention to young people and children, the people of 

tomorrow, both in parish work and through schools and the foundation of Institutes for children and young people 

(Oratories).  In addition, the Michaelites exercise their charism through missions to common folk, spiritual exercis-

es, publishing activities, the care of priestly and religious vocations and the direction of some shrines.  

Mission and Activities Today 

The male Religious are present in Poland, Belarus, Ukraine, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Canada, the 

United States, Australia, Papua New Guinea, Argentina, Paraguay, the Dominican Republic and the Antilles. In 

Italy, they also take care of the prestigious Shrine of Monte Sant'Angelo, dedicated to their protector and, in the 

province of Viterbo, in Castel Sant'Elia, they take care of the parish and guard the Pontifical Shrine of Maria ad 

Rupes.  The Sisters combine the contemplative dimension of praising God with active apostolic charity. Apart from 

Poland, they serve in Italy, Germany, France, Belarus, the Ukraine, and Cameroon. Currently, the Congregation 

runs 3 schools and educational institutes in 6 places. They animate the young in Oratories in 8 places and run 

nurseries in 12. Moreover, many Sisters conduct catechesis in schools and state nurseries. In addition to this, they 

work as nurses, and serve parishes as catechists, sacristans, organists, and leaders of various parish groups. 

https://institutoninojesusdepraga.com/hijas-de-los-sagrados-corazones-de-jesus-y-maria/


TO EDUCATE LIKE DON BOSCO 
Presentation 

Life, both seed and precious gift of the "God who loves life," needs good soil, the family, to be able to sprout and 

bear fruit. The gift must be united to the patient and laborious effort of the farmer who takes care of the fragile 

plant: this is the image and the vocation of an educator. This essay is therefore addressed to educators, based on a 

model educator: Don Bosco. His fatherly heart is the source of his educational passion. 

The following series of reflections offers some hints to stimulate knowledge and actualization of the Preventive Sys-

tem. We pose here some questions that help us go deeper and that seek to bring our attention back to the young 

people in our centers and our area who challenge us by their presence and even more by their absence. In concrete 

terms, this essay aims at encouraging reflection on these issues: 

- Salesian pedagogy and the Preventive System; 

- the contribution we can offer in facing the immense challenges of Life and the Family; 

- education and the fostering of human rights - in particular, of the rights of minors. 

To educate like Don Bosco means: 

Beginning with the actual situation in which the young find themselves 

 To meet/encounter 

 To prevent/avert/warn/forestall 

 To trust/entrust oneself/be trustworthy 

To develop a path of human and Christian growth together 

 To educate 

 To communicate 

 To accompany 

Towards the harmonious and holistic maturity of the "new man" 

 To believe 

 To hope 

 To love 

Prayer reminds us that the field in which we work, even when dry and difficult, is always His field. We are serv-

ants, happy to work in this field, but respectful of God's times. 

This is the introduction to a ten-part series on how to “Educate like Don Bosco”.  It is a work of Don Giuseppe Casti, 

SDB, the World Delegate to the Salesian Cooperators.  One part will run every month in Snippets as a way to deepen 

our role as Salesians in helping the young and families grow in becoming “good Christians and honest citizens”.  

The Strenna poster is available by clicking on its image, at the left; the video by clicking on the image to the right.  

The Official Commentary in English is still on its way as of the time of this sending.  When it becomes available,  

we will send a special mail chimp with it attached, edited to American English.  Here is the transcript of the video.   

All the above are or shall soon be available directly on the homepage of the Portal:  

https://www.DonBoscoSalesianPortal.org 
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https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Transcript-Strenna-2020.pdf
https://www.DonBoscoSalesianPortal.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/albums/72157711790931003
https://youtu.be/iC_-LLGAf4k
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Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Association of Mary Help of Christians 
The Congress of Mary Help of Christians 

Reflection of Pierre Larocque, Salesian Cooperator 
From November 7 to 10, 2019, Buenos Aires (Argentina) was infused with the Marian spirit of the Salesian Fami-

ly.  1,200 people from 36 countries gathered for the VIII International Congress of Mary Help of Christians with the 

motto “With Mary Woman Believer.” This world-wide congress was convened by the Association of Mary Help of 

Christians to coincide with ADMA’s 150th anniversary of founding by Don Bosco. 

Three papers were presented at the Congress to deepen the figure of Mary as a believing woman.  There were also 

moments for prayer, reflection, pilgrimage, and fun. The meeting concluded in the Basilica of Mary Help of Chris-

tians.  At the last intervention before Mass, Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime shared with all of us his path in Marian 

devotion and invited us to ask ourselves: “How did my devotion to Mary begin? How did I come to love Mary?” 

The Tenth Successor of Don Bosco was the Principal Celebrant at the concluding Sunday Liturgy. The Rector Ma-

jor, supported by the reading of the miracle of Jesus at the wedding at Cana, referred to Mary as "the Mother who 

is attentive to everything, brings you closer to her Son, and tells you to listen to Him. We celebrate this beautiful 

path of the 150 years in which Don Bosco inspired the Salesian Family and founded this important part of that 

family, the Association of Mary Help of Christians. May Mary, our Mother, continue to accompany us and lead us to 

meet the Lord,” concluded Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, S.D.B. 

The Christmas Message and Greetings of Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA 
“I proclaim to you good news of great joy!” (Luke 2: 10).  

Here is the proclamation of the Angel to the shepherds: our life has been redeemed by the certainty of the Savior. 

Each year, Christmas brings us the renewed awareness that salvation is not an event that happened once and for 

all, but one that is renewed and actualized from generation to generation for every person who lives in the world, 

whether they know it or not. 

God became human to share our whole existence. This gives us joy, peace, security, hope. It allows us to gaze with 

optimism on our life and on the life of the world to which we are sent...  READ MORE and WATCH THE VIDEO 

I wish everyone to be filled with this joy, that no effort, no disappointment, no pain may cloud this joy! 

May the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians be a grand proclamation of joy in the whole world! 

May Your families, lay collaborators, young people experience it and proclaim it in their turn, so that Christmas 

2019 will mark a bright stage in their life. 

May the proclamation of joy reach those who do not know Christ or do not believe in His divinity and transfigure 

their existence! 

May the proclamation of the joy of Christmas resound with notes of gratitude for the Rector Major Don Ángel Fer-

nández Artime, for the Salesian confreres and all the priests who gift us with their ministry, for the Bishops of the 

Dioceses ... 

May the proclamation of joy reach all the educating communities in the world. 

Merry Christmas and Holy 2020! 

Rome, 24 December 2019            Superior General Sr. Yvonne Reungoat, FMA  

https://www.cgfmanet.org/21.aspx?lingua=2&sez=21&sotsez=1&detsotsez=1&doc=17022148

