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We are a Family      
belonging all to Mary 

THE JANUARY MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR from the Salesian Bulletin 
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB 

how "Don Bosco had to 

select one of them to take 

a place on the kneeler as 

if confessing his sins. He 

looked around and, smil-

ing, called:  “Paolino, come 

here. Kneel down and put 

your forehead on mine, so 

that we won’t move!’’ 

This is our Don Bosco, 

able to make all his boys, 

and each one in particu-

lar, feel that they were 

loved, that they were 

really special and that 

he had wonderful plans 

for each of them, because 

they were God’s plans. 

 CELEBRATE OUR JANUARY 
SALESIAN SAINTS!! 

8 - Bl. Titus Zeman 

15 - Bl.  Luigi Variara 

22 (23 USA) - Bl. Laura Vicuña 

24 - St. Francis de Sales 

30 - Bl. Bronislaw Markiewicz 

31 - St. John Bosco 

 Jan. 15-17 - Salesian Family 
Days, worldwide: see p. 3 

 Jan. 17 - Northeast SF Coun-
cil Meeting, 1:30PM  ET 

 Jan. 21 - Online Cooperator 
Congress Prep Session, 
7:30PM ET 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

“THE GENIUS WHO KNEW HOW TO MAKE HIS BOYS HAPPY” 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear readers and friends 

of the Salesian Bulletin, 

once again we meet in 

this magazine that Don 

Bosco loved so much, 

having founded it in 

1877, 144 years ago. To-

day it’s present in more 

than 100 nations, in 42 

different languages. This 

January issue coincides 

with the great world-

wide celebration of Don 

Bosco’s feast on January 

31. 

And there is something 

else: In 2021 we’ll com-

memorate the centennial 

of the death of his sec-

ond successor, Fr. Paul 

Albera, whom Don Bosco 

called “Paolino”.  

In fact, Fr. Albera him-

self, after becoming a 

Salesian, recounted in 

reference to the famous 

photograph in which 

Don Bosco “posed” as if 

hearing the confession of 

one of his boys, with 

many others around, 
continued on the following page 

Photo by Francesco Serra, 1861, Torino 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/TREE-BEST-32-FOUNDERS-10-31-2020.png
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In fact, I’ll express my strong 

conviction that Don Bosco had 

the great capacity to make 

his boys experience life as a 

feast and faith as happiness. 

It seems to me that this is the 

great gift or one of Don Bosco’s 

great gifts. So many times, trying 

to penetrate as deeply as I could 

into his heart, I’ve thought about 

this, because this conveys every-

thing: he had the ability to make 

ordinary daily life with its bur-

dens and weariness, and often 

enough its hunger and thirst, in-

to a reason to live joyfully. And 

that’s how Don Bosco was, help-

ing his boys feel very happy to 

love God and be loved by Him. 

Tell me whether this isn’t some-

thing typical of someone who’s 

truly a pedagogical genius. 

 

Many years ago, when I saw the 

film Life Is Beautiful, I was deep-

ly moved by that father’s love 

and also the genius he had for 

making his little boy experience 

the horror of the concentration 

camp as an adventure, at times 

(Rector Major Letter, cont. from p. 1) 

as a game, as a reason to be sur-

prised. Someone might say that 

the only thing the father did in 

the film was deceive his son. No, 

that’s not so. This father had the 

genius, out of love, of making his 

little boy live reality, the only re-

ality that was there, in such a 

way that the horror of every day 

wouldn’t crush him, in a way that 

allowed his smile and the light of 

his face never to disappear. 

Don Bosco was a master at this. 

He was a genius in knowing how 

to find happiness and reasons for 

hope in little things, in the signs 

of attention that he devoted to 

everyone, in the simple gestures 

that seem to be lost in the ordi-

nariness of every day but that 

have great importance and very 

great value. 

 

This is a precious heritage that 

Don Bosco left to his Salesians 

and Daughters of Mary Help of 

Christians, to his entire Salesian 

Family: that of being men and 

women who every day seek the 

gift of sympathy for meeting boys 

and girls, with a very concrete 

and real sense of encounter with 

each person—also with the shy-

est, with those whom they per-

ceive to have fewer aptitudes and 

gifts; of being women and men 

who are always able to take the 

first step when it comes to reach-

ing out to young people, who seek 

to approach everyone with re-

spect, with the desire to under-

stand and help, with happiness 

at being present among them, in 

particular those most in need. 

This is Salesian amorevolezza: a 

true affection as educators in 

whom there’s both human 

warmth and spiritual delicacy. 

For this and much more, every 

boy in Don Bosco’s Oratory felt he 

was the one whom Don Bosco 

loved best, as if he were the only 

boy. This is a beautiful reason for 

you to celebrate Don Bosco’s feast 

spectacularly in this new year, as 

we come out of a year made diffi-

cult by Covid-19 and its conse-

quences, trusting that we’ll be 

able to beat it in a few months. 

Let’s make every educational 

space, every Salesian house, eve-

ry personal encounter, a reason 

to feel that life is beautiful, it’s 

worth living as what it is, it’s 

God’s gift, and so is to be lived as 

a feast even on gloomy days, lived 

filled with the light that comes 

from abandoning oneself and 

trusting in the God of life. 

I wish you a most happy 2021 

filled with God’s blessings and 

the maternal presence of Mary, 

our Mother, the Help of Chris-

tians.  Don Angel  
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STRENNA 2021 &  
The Salesian Family Worldwide Days: January 15-17, 2021 

MORE INFORMATION SHALL BE FORTHCOMING AS WE DRAW NEARER TO THE DAYS! 

2021: The Year of St. Joseph! 
With the Apostolic Letter Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart” FR, SP), Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the 

declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a 

“Year of Saint Joseph” from today, December 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021. Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved 

father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working 

father, a father in the shadows. (See also page 3 of March 2020 “Snippets”) 

The Letter marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church. To celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a special “Year of St Jo-

seph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and extending to the 

same feast in 2021. 

The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he 

says, has helped us see more clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from 

the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, 

“the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played 

“an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” Consecration to St. Joseph 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  show yourself a father 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  and guide us in the path of life. 

in you Mary placed her trust;   Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

with you Christ became man.   and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

LIVE EVENTS FROM TORINO* (no registration necessary): 

15th: Live-Stream 7AM ET-9:30AM ET 

Presentation of the Strenna by Don Angel; Reflection on the 

Strenna by Bishop Derio Oliver of Pinerolo  

16th: Live-Stream 7AM ET-9:30AM ET 

Remembering Don Paolo Albera, SDB, Don Bosco’s Second 

Successor; SF Group Presentations 

17th: Live-Stream 6:30AM ET 

Holy Mass presided by Don Angel Fernandez Artime,  

*ALL EVENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON ANS YOUTUBE & 

FACEBOOK FOLLOWING THE LIVESTREAM  

 

LIVE EVENTS FROM THE INTERAMERICA REGION* 

(REGISTRATION IS NECESSARY by January 10, 2021) 

15th: Presentation of the Program; Virtual Visit to Casa Don 

Bosco; SF Testimonials 2-3:30PM ET 

16th: SF Testimonials & Experiences; Feedback from the SF 

Small Groups; Evaluation; Closing Prayer 2-3:30PM ET 

*Perpetually available on the Interamerica Facebook page 

 

LIVE EVENTS FROM THE PROVINCE 

(REGISTRATION WILL BE NECESSARY: Details to follow 

with the sending of the text of Strenna 2021 ASAP) 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/fr/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/es/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/March-2020-Snippets.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZscNOzYE4UM&ab_channel=Fr.DonaldCalloway%2CMIC
https://www.facebook.com/agenziaans
https://www.facebook.com/JornadasFamiliaSalesianaAmerica/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=X7jZH1rfK02USIS7Ob-YHN7_UxB4XiZLj_PXTxl7mPhUMEcyWjJLSzQ0UjY3WVhDWVhNU080T0JHWC4u&fbclid=IwAR1ZLRO_3JimNOSJaJBNCYqGVfZBcGF5ACn-AU5nxnztnebdzvDnpl8RLpk
https://www.facebook.com/agenziaans
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Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Michaelites:  
Sept. 29, 2020 - Sept. 29, 2021 

“Your charism, ever timely, is characterized by your concern for poor, orphaned and abandoned children, un-

wanted by anyone and often considered waste by society. While I am pleased with everything you have done in 

these decades in favor of abandoned children, I invite you to continue with renewed enthusiasm in the educa-

tional commitment for those who often no one wants to welcome and defend.” Thus writes Pope Francis in the 

message he sent to Father Dariusz Wilk, Superior General of the Congregation of St. Michael the Archangel 

(CSMA, or "Michaelites"), 21st group of the Salesian Family, on account of the opening of the jubilee year for 

the Centenary of canonical approval of the Congregation, which took place on September 29, 1921. In his mes-

sage, the Pope begins by encouraging “to continue with conviction, joy and renewed fidelity the path traced by 

the Founder, Blessed Bronislao Markiewicz.” He knew how to cultivate the seeds given to him by Providence 

“through the experience of religious life in the Salesian Congregation and in the amiable direct relationship with St. John Bosco.” And in 

his homeland, Poland, he gathered men and women in the service of poor and abandoned children, and his legacy has been collected and 

carried on by many of his spiritual children - even at the cost of their lives, as the martyrs and Blessed Ladislao Błądziński and Adalber-

to Nierychlewski, CSMA, testify. Over half a century ago, a small group of Michaelite Fathers arrived in Windsor, Ontario, to minister 

to the people of Canada. Through the decades that followed, several other members of the Congregation have made the journey from 

Poland to North America to join the original five. Today the North American Vice Province is comprised of 12 members ministering in 

the Diocese of Toronto, London, and Detroit.  

December 19, 2020 at 2000 the ACODOSAH (Haitian Past Pupils of Dominique Savio Haiti) 

«Noel quand meme» celebration started with the salesian hymn sung by the Ulyse Fami-

ly.  Past pupils delegate Fr. Sylvain Jeannot offered the opening prayer. 

ACODOSAH’s President Jude Elie* eloquently presented the welcome speech and reminded us 

of the importance of keeping hope despite COVID-19. He also reminded us of the importance to 

continue to work together to assist the children of Haiti achieve a salesian education, and «be 

good Christians and honest Citizens». (*Mr. Jude Elie resides right here in Glen Cove, NY) 

The provincial Rev. Fr. Jean Paul Mesidor shared with us the new year message of the Rector 

Major. In memoriam of our 2020 dearly departed, Fr. Mesidor recounted the life and accomplishment of Fr. Hector Pascal. Darlene 

Desrosiers reminded us of the highly spirited and motivated Salesian, our sister Iselande Derosier. 

We were honored with the presence of Macson Almeida, Executive Secretary Don Bosco Green Alliance who talked about Green Environ-

ment; and Ms. Silvia Ayala from Salesian Mexico South and Mr. Arismendy Espinal from the Dominican Republic, who discussed the 

various worldwide issues we are facing today and the challenges that those impose on our daily lives.  Among the invitees that could not 

participate in the Zoom celebration, Michal Hort, World President of the Confederation of Past Pupils, sent a pre-recorded video to offer 

his well wishes for the New Year. Edoaurdo Cavacante, VP of the Confederation; Peter Covak, DiBOSCO founder; and Sr. Denise Sick-

inger F.M.A, eastern USA Province Delegate to the Salesian Family, and Fr. Thomas Dunne, SDB, SUE Delegate to the Salesian Fami-

ly, sent heartfelt letters that were read by Patrick Dorce and Exant Remy (ACODOSAH VP and Spokeman).  

The entertainment continued with the results of the poem contest organized by ACODOSAH for young students of Dominique Savio 

School, and also with the recognition of “Personalities of the Year 2020”: Fr. J.P Mesidor, Fr. Sylvain Jeannot, our mentors, and profes-

sors Benito Dumay, Oranier Constant, Yves Devaris, and Monica Lajoie for their commitment to our association. 

There was also a musical presentation by Salesian artist Past Pupils: Romane P. Joseph, Exant Remy, Hayden Ulyse and family, 

Yverose François, Jean Michel Caseus, Romain Charles, Jacky Jean, Wilmar Joseph, and Princess Liz.  Alberte Lacrete, the event plan-

ner officer of ACODOSAH was complimented for the success of the event. The celebration ended with prayers and greetings from Fr. 

Morachel Bonhomme, Vicar of the Vice Province of Haiti. 

Worldwide gathering of Haitian Past Pupils Celebrate “Christmas Despite It All” 

RECTOR MAJOR’S CHRISTMAS 

GREETINGS (English) 

MOTHER GENERAL’S CHRIST-

MAS GREETINGS (Italian) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWFv0-cPDiY&ab_channel=ANSMedia-English
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWFv0-cPDiY&ab_channel=ANSMedia-English
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM0Ik4ku8W8&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=CGFMANET
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM0Ik4ku8W8&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=CGFMANET

