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PRESENTATION  
PRESENTATION OF SPIRITUALITY DAYS 2023

Good afternoon, greetings from Valdocco, Don Bosco’s home. Good afternoon to 
all of you here in person and to whoever is following on social networks. 
A fraternal greeting in the name of the entire team of the Rector Major’s 
Secretariat for the Salesian Family, and all those who are working with us in 
preparing and making these Spirituality Days happen. There are many such 
people, coordinated by Fr Alejandro Guevara.

I would like to thank them all for their enthusiasm and the commitment they 
have shown to this event (now reaching its 41st edition) that celebrates the 
profound communion that exists between all the Groups and all continents. This 
nurtures our common spirituality at the service of the mission.   
Over these days, representatives of more than half of the offi cially recognised 
Groups will come together, but we feel very close to the thousands of people 
who will be celebrating the Days in different parts of the world. Over these days 
we will experience our own particular Pentecost, moved by the Spirit of God 
that fi lls the universe, while still savouring the good taste that the fi gure of St 
Francis de Sales left us last year.  

It was the Rector Major himself who proposed we offer one of the central 
elements of st Francis de Sales’ spirituality as a Christmas greeting for this 
year: the dignity of the lay vocation, called to holiness because the Lord calls 
everyone to live the Gospel to the full. The Second Vatican Council was able to 
place the Christian laity in their rightful place within the holy People of God. 
Since then, the Church’s Magisterium has not ceased to emphasise it, even if 
actions have not always spoken as loudly as the words. The Rector Major invites 
us to be “yeast in today’s human family”, to give appropriate value to the lay 
dimension of the Salesian Family.
We cannot ignore Don Bosco broad perspective on the mission of the Church, 
especially in his mission to the young. In the diocesan process that recognised 
his heroic virtues, one witness, explaining the police intervention that occurred 
at the Oratory in 1860, wrote: “In reality, Don Bosco had become the head of the 
Catholic lay movement in Turin.”     
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Seeing Don Bosco involve lay people in his educational mission and 
contemplating the breadth of his charismatic vision are the things that must 
guide us over these days of reflection. 
Here, then, are some points to consider: the current situation of the laity 
in the Church, the identity of the lay Christian with the Salesian spirit, the 
complementarity of consecrated and lay, shared mission and formation, the 
path of synodality as the one to follow together, fields/areas where lay people 
are unable to be involved, educational processes to be strengthened for young 
people so they may become committed lay Christians, lay spirituality...   
We are not starting from zero. All Groups of the Salesian Family, both lay and 
religious, feel this concern. But it is worth attempting to go beyond, considering 
the Church’s current situation. We will dedicate these days to the family that 
the Lord is giving us, a gift we gratefully accept. 
The meeting will focus on the Rector Major’s Strenna and the commentary he 
himself will give us when presenting the letter he has addressed to the entire 
Salesian Family.
Members of the Round Table will help us in our reflection. And we will enlighten 
each other in group work and by getting to know certain youth experiences. We 
will also seek to get to know each other better (we have asked five groups to 
present their life and mission). All this in a family atmosphere of prayer and 
sharing in which we can have a significant experience of what the Strenna says: 
“Be yeast”. Our meeting will be a valuable exercise of “being yeast in today’s 
human family”.
The wish of the organising group is that we experience this event intensively. 
Thank you for your participation and for the enthusiasm we will instil in each 
other. Welcome, 
Feel at home. May Mary Help of Christians bless you all from her Sanctuary. It 
is She who will be the Teacher who will help us to understand so many things 
that the Spirit has reawakened in Don Bosco and in all those who worked with 
him in giving an ecclesial character to Salesian Work. Enjoy the Days!
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We are at the end of a very fruitful Year dedicated to our patron, St Francis 
de Sales. The Year began with the Strenna of the Rector Major, “Do everything 
out of love and nothing by constraint,” along with the inauguration of the 
yearlong exhibition on Francis de Sales at the Casa Museo Don Bosco, with 
precious artefacts not only from our own collections but also from those of 
the Visitation. 

Our special gratitude to don Michele Molinar and his team for the series of 
videos on our saint, and to don Silvio Roggia and all those who collaborated 
with him to make these available to the Salesian Family in fi ve languages. To 
all our authors who have published books, too, a word of thanks.

Several groups made pilgrimages and spiritual retreats in Annecy, and here 
we must include the one made by the Rector Major and his council under the 
guidance of don Morand Wirth.

Surely one of the highlights of the Year was the International Congress on St 
Francis de Sales held at the UPS, 18-20 November 2022, with the participation 
of some 14 different congregations, institutes and associations inspired by 
Francis de Sales. It was a beautiful moment of communion around our common 
patrimony, and also a historical moment, being the very fi rst time that such 
a gathering had become possible in the last 400 years. Especially impressive 
was the way the Salesian pedagogy of grace and freedom kept coming up in 
different interventions. 

Finally, Pope Francis gave us, as promised, the gift of his beautiful apostolic 
letter Totum amoris est, on the 4th centenary of the death of our saint. Once 
again we fi nd in it a refl ection on the method of Francis de Sales, one that 
“renounced all harshness and respected completely the dignity and gits of 
a devout soul,” a method rooted in the way of God himself with us, God who 

     OF THE YEAR OF ST. FRANCIS OF SALES 2022
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draws us not by “chains of iron” but by “invitations, enticements and holy 
inspirations.” A method that has left a lasting mark on the history of spirituality 
and of education – as in the case of our own Don Bosco who the Pope in his 
goodness mentions. 

Though the Year dedicated to our patron is drawing to a close, the invitation 
to enter deeper into his patrimony and to make it our own continues to be 
actual and relevant. The love of God reaches beyond differences of social level 
and cultural preparation to bear fruit in multiform ways. If Francis could break 
through the most difficult barriers and prejudices by means of his patience 
and gentleness, so can we in our own time. Everything pertains to love.

We thank God for the gift of our great patron and for the continued apostolic 
fruitfulness of his life and work. 
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1. Devote the fi rst few minutes to personal presentation of the members of the group: 
name, where from, Salesian Family group, reason for taking part in the Conference, 

2. Each participant in the group shares two most signifi cant aspects of the Strenna 
that is of most help to us FOR VALUING THE LAY DIMENSION of the Salesian Family. In 
the end the group chooses THE THREE MOST OUTSTANDING ASPECTS.

3. Each group participant indicates TWO CHALLENGES for living the lay dimension 
within the Salesian Family in a better way. In the end the group chooses THE THREE 
MOST OUTSTANDING ASPECTS.

Working procedure
A. The group elects a secretary (S) and a moderator (M)
- The secretary takes summary notes of what is being talked about in the group 
- The secretary sends this by email gsfs@famigliasalesiana.org 

- Indicates the working group. 
- Points out the 3 most outstanding aspects that help to enhance the lay di-

mension of the Salesian Family. 
- Indicates the 3 challenges that secularism presents to our Salesian Family.  

MEETING PLACE 
ITALIANO 1 Sala Don Bosco ESPAÑOL 1 Sala Colazione
ITALIANO 2 Sala Don Bosco ESPAÑOL 2 Sala Colazione
ITALIANO 3 Sala Don Rua ESPAÑOL 3 Sala Colazione 
ITALIANO 4 Sala Don Rua
ITALIANO 5 Sala Albera  FRANÇAIS 1 Uffi cio 1 piano  
ITALIANO 6 Sala Ricaldone 
ITALIANO 7 Sala Ricaldone ENGLISH 1 Sala Comunitá 
ITALIANO 8 Sala Rinaldi ENGLISH 2 Sala Ricceri 
ITALIANO 9 Sala Ziggiotti ENGLISH 3 Sala ADMA 
ITALIANO 10 Sala Ziggiotti 

PORTUGUÊS 1 Sala Missioni 

GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Indications for group discussions -1 
REGARDING THE STRENNA 2023 
Language groups
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SALA MISSIONI

SALA DON BOSCO
SALA DON RUA
SALA ALBERA
SALA RICADONE
SALA RICCERI

SALA RINALDI
SALA ZIGIOTTI
SALA COLAZIONE
UFFICI 1 PIANO
SALA ADMA
SALA COMUNIA’

VOI SIETI QUI
TEATRO
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The present moment of the laity in the Church should be seen in the light of the 
Church’s journey starting from the experience of the Second Vatican Council. We 
fi nd here the beginning of a refl ection that still continues not only to enrich 
thought and refl ection, but above all to shed ever new light on the identity and 
action of the laity and the entire believing community. I will limit myself to 
three nuclei.

A. The fi rst document after the Second Vatican Council that deals with the 
vocation of the laity in a very thorough and profound manner is the Apostolic 
Exhortation CHRISTIFIDELES LAICI (30 December 1988). The parable of 
the vineyard and the vinedressers is a very evocative image that guides this 
document. Here are the fi ve points of this document.

1. Christ is the vine and we are the branches. The dignity of the lay faithful in 
the Church comes from the fact that all of us, through baptism, are part of the 
Church, the Mystical Body of Christ. We are daughters and sons in the Son. We 
are living and holy temples of the Spirit, participating in the priestly, prophetic 
and kingship of Jesus Christ.

2. This identity is nourished by the one vine, Christ, and does so by actively 
participating in the life of the Church-Communion.

3. It is an active and life-giving participation: we are all constituted, chosen, to 
go and bear fruit in the logic of co-responsibility in the Church-Mission.

4. Workers in the vineyard are called to be good stewards of God’s manifold 
grace in the variety of their vocations and charisms.

5. For this journey to bear fruit there is a need for formation processes and 
experiences.

B. A second document in this ecclesial journey: the Apostolic Exhortation 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM by Pope Francis. Three brief points.

1.  Commenting on the theme of the laity, citing CHRISTIFIDELES LAICI, 
Pope Francis fi rst of all also clarifi es their identity, using the image of 

6

TA
V

O
LA

 R
O

TO
N

D
A

THE PRESENT MOMENT OF THE LAITY IN 
THE CHURCH

Fr Fabio Attard sdb

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS
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“closeness within a common journey” and “missionary communion”: two 
phrases, one programme.

 The Church’s closeness to Jesus is part of a common journey; “communion 
and mission are profoundly interconnected”, (Christifideles laici n.32) 
.[20] In fidelity to the example of the Master, it is vitally important for 
the Church today to go forth and preach the Gospel to all: to all places, 
on all occasions, without hesitation, reluctance or fear. The joy of the 
Gospel is for all people: no one can be excluded. (Evangelii gaudium 
n.23)

2.  The second reference concerns the challenges, with a long way to go. 
And the Pope identifies three areas that need to be strengthened: the 
awareness of one’s vocation made more manifest, a lack of formation 
and, finally, the instilling of Christian values into the social, political 
and economic world: There has been a growing awareness of the 
identity and mission of the laity in the Church. We can count on many 
lay persons, although still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-
rooted sense of community and great fidelity to the tasks of charity, 
catechesis and the celebration of the faith. At the same time, a clear 
awareness of this responsibility of the laity, grounded in their baptism 
and confirmation, does not appear in the same way in all places. In 
some cases, it is because lay persons have not been given the formation 
needed to take on important responsibilities. In others, it is because in 
their particular Churches room has not been made for them to speak 
and to act, due to an excessive clericalism which keeps them away from 
decision-making. Even if many are now involved in the lay ministries, 
this involvement is not reflected in a greater penetration of Christian 
values in the social, political and economic sectors. It often remains 
tied to tasks within the Church, without a real commitment to applying 
the Gospel to the transformation of society. The formation of the laity 
and the evangelization of professional and intellectual life represent a 
significant pastoral challenge. (Evangelii gaudium n.102)

3.  The third point is the response to the poor. It is a privilege that the laity 
assume butit does not end up being an area reserved for the laity but is 
a call to be taken up by the entire believing community. While it is quite 
true that the essential vocation and mission of the lay faithful is to 
strive that earthly realities and all human activity may be transformed 
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by the Gospel, none of us can think we are exempt from concern for 
the poor and for social justice. (Evangelii gaudium n.201)

 Let us summarize the core that Pope Francis leaves us with in 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM: the growing awareness of one’s own identity - 
communion and mission - needs to be strengthened in the assumption 
of responsibility. The response to the poor is a testing ground. 

C. Finally, we hope to have time to delve into the third source: the current 
Synodal Path of the Church, which shows us some roadmaps for a journey of 
complementarity between consecrated and lay people, which at the Salesian 
Family level challenges us in a concrete way. In this current ecclesial context, 
discovering the convergences of our journey with and within the ecclesial 
journey is a call and a grace to which we cannot renounce.

What is the point today, at the height of the Church’s synodal journey, of speaking 
of the identity of the Christian laity in a Salesian style?
Before entering into the refl ection on the fi gure of the Christian lay person, on 
his or her role in the apostolic mission of the Church, on his or her dignity and 
special character, on what distinguishes “the Salesian style”, it is appropriate to 
ask ourselves the reasons for choosing this theme for our refl ection during the 
Salesian Family Spirituality Days 2023.
We ask ourselves about this identity fi rst of all because “with humble and joyful 
gratitude we acknowledge that Don Bosco, by the initiative of God and the 
maternal mediation of Mary, gave rise in the Church to a singular experience of 
evangelical life”, which today takes the form of an “apostolic family” made up 
of institutes of consecrated life, religious and secular, as well as lay apostolic 
associations. Both the Salesian Family and the wider Salesian Movement are 
constantly interacting with this word “lay”.
Secondly, precisely because this family has a signifi cant presence of lay 
members, I believe I can say that we recognise together the need to return 
not only to the etymological and historical origins, but even more so the 

 

Renato Cursi

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS
THE IDENTITY OF THE LAY CHRISTIAN
IN SALESIAN STYLE
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today. Does it still make sense to talk about “lay” today? How much influence, 
in our understanding of this word, has the use that the world has made of it 
for some time had when it describes everything that denies the transcendent 
dimension and the faith, etsi Deus non daretur?
Thirdly, today we speak of the lay person “in the Church” to go beyond the 
questions and challenges of our local, provincial or Salesian Family situations, 
that is, to understand the specific nature of this word in the wider and universal 
context of the Church, letting ourselves be enlightened by the Spirit, the Word 
of God and the Magisterium. The Salesian Family, in fact, lives “at the service 
of the mission of the Church, especially in the vast world of youth, in working 
class areas, for the poor and for peoples not yet evangelised.”
Fourthly, I believe that all of us here feel the urgency of a greater contribution 
of the laity both in the apostolate of evangelisation and in the Christian 
animation of the so-called “temporal order”, but together we also recognise the 
need to promote a common vision within the Church and the Salesian Family 
on the criteria to which this contribution should refer and on the guidelines 
that it should follow. 
Finally, we also recognise that “the ongoing ‘synodal’ experience has reawakened 
in the lay faithful the idea and desire to be involved in the life of the Church, in 
her commitment to the contemporary world and in her pastoral action on the 
ground.” We ask ourselves, therefore: “What can be the specific contribution of 
the lay Christian in Salesian style to the synodal journey of the Church at this 
time?”
In the years of the “end of history” and the ideologies of the twentieth century; 
in the time of “sad passions” and “liquid modernity”, the great existential 
challenges, together with those of the survival of humanity and creation, 
revolve around the great theme of identity. 
Who am I? This is the great question, which we tend to escape from today or 
around which, often with extreme suffering, we roam endlessly, with continuous 
short-term answers. A question that often turns into: “Who am I for you?” To 
underline the need to see an identity recognised, Pope Francis asks young 
people, and us as a Salesian Family who are at their service, to rephrase this 
question: “For whom am I?”
“For whom are we”, lay Christians with Salesian style, in this kairos time of 
“missionary synodality”? We too, as Pope Francis suggests to young people, 
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pointing to the example of Mary, must respond by using a range of languages: 
the language of the mind, the language of the heart and the language of the 
hands.
With these reasons, these questions and with this horizon, we aim to 1) 
understand why the Church speaks to us of  “lay” as a vocation, 2) refl ect both 
on the forms and ways of this vocation, as well as on the criteria and guidelines 
that the Church offers, and fi nally 3) grasp what it means to live it in a Salesian 
style and 4) let ourselves be challenged by some ways of working for a synodal 
future.

SOME INEVITABLE PREMISES...
1. Christianity has become a stranger... above all the Gospel remains a closed 

book... mostly, the one in circulation risks being a caricature and even 
a deformation, a mix of resonances, intimisms, privatisms, [translator’s 
note: think of intimism and privatism as keeping things just at a person-
al, domestic level] emotional particularities... And here we leave aside the 
reduction of Christianity to ‘private morality’, individual morality, the morality 
of prohibition... having placed the vital link between faith and life too much 
in the background – implying ‘all’ of life, the link between faith and history
that means politics, society, economy, education, profession, work..., the 
link between the Christian faith and the future of the cosmos, of the earth, 
of all other living forms (very much found, instead, in the fi rst Christian 
communities and in the Fathers).

2. In the now defi nitive collapse of a society in which Christianity had become 
the “dominant ideology”, “we can no longer speak of the things of faith as 
we did in the times of Christianity” (O. Clément). “What we are experienc-
ing is not simply an era of change, but a change of era,” Pope Bergoglio 
observes. He emphasises: “Brothers and sisters, Christendom no longer 
exists! Today we are no longer the only ones who create culture, nor are we 
in the forefront or those most listened to. We need a change in our pastoral 
mindset which does not mean moving towards a relativistic pastoral care. 

APOSTOLIC COMMITMENT OF THE LAITY TODAY

Lorenzo Biagi 

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS
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We are no longer living in a Christian world because faith – especially in Eu-
rope, but also in  a large part of the West – is no longer an evident presuppo-
sition of social life; indeed faith is often rejected, derided, marginalised and 
ridiculed”  (To the Roman Curia, 20 December 2019). It is not only a ques-
tion of “techniques” but first of all of “content”, that is, if you stop at the 
method you end up ‘adapting’ and that’s it, to ‘conform’ to the ‘dominant’ 
figures; what must be done is the profound rethinking of the contents of 
the faith as proposed by Francis in Evangelii Gaudium: the kerygma has a 
clear social content and the ‘hierarchy of truths’ on which to make a new for-
mation. . . But the strenna of the Rector Major is very pertinent and frank 
regarding this too.

3. “You must not believe by ancient habit” wrote Andrej Sinjawski from the 
Siberian gulag, not because of the anguish you feel in the face of death, 
not in any case, so not because someone forces us... Today, in fact, Christi-
anity is increasingly the result of a free choice... P. Berger writes: “Although 
unexpectedly we became contemporaries of the first Christians, who lived in 
the Greco-Roman world characterised by a lively pluralism and for whom the 
Christian faith was possible only as a deliberate choice”. It is this fact for 
the layperson today that makes the difference! This means rethinking and 
re-articulating all our education and our Christian pedagogy...

4. The Christian layperson must learn to be in a world in which God no longer 
informs culture: the layperson lives among people in a world in which God is 
no longer an obvious or foregone hypothesis... It is a new style for us, which 
requires “careful listening, on the part of those who proclaim and of the 
Magisterium, to the many forms of expression of the sense of faith”, re-
nouncing  “forcing [things] into a rigid doctrinal structure.” Faith does 
not impose itself but proposes itself (W. Kasper). It is not a question of 
re-Christianising the world for a new Christianity, but of inaugurating a new 
form of life at the service of the Kingdom announced and begun by Jesus.

5. The beginning of a fundamental process: the de-privatisation of the Chris-
tian faith, which aims to overcome the individualistic rigorism of Chris-
tian salvation by taking steps today from the evangelical meaning of 
conversion to act in a messianic practice of love. From rigorism to the 
radical nature of Christian life. 

6. A new social responsibility

A new style for all Christians who are entrusted with responsibility for a cen-
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tral issue such as the social bond and the way of treating others: the refugee, 
the asylum seeker, the Muslim, the land that welcomes us... And a new style 
becomes necessary also for theology, called to “activate its critical-con-
templative potential”. “Not only does ‘going out from oneself to others’ 
properly characterise a Christian dynamic induced by Sacred Scripture, 
but it is the core of authentic humanity. Therefore we also speak – with 
reference to a mystique of fraternity – of a ‘critical-contemplative’ shift.1” 
The new social responsibility is called Fraternity. And this responsibility in-
cludes mercy and concern for the poor, going out into the peripheries of life, 
caring for the sick and accompanying families, condemning corruption and 
injustice, exposing deadly political and economic choices, seeking peace and 
the unity of Christians... All areas in which the leaven of the laity can make 
the meaning and value of life fl ourish again...

THE STYLE OF THE COMMITTED LAYPERSON

Therefore it is more than evident that Jesus preached the kingdom of God and not 
himself, writes the Rector Major. This implies cleansing the proposal and go-
ing to the heart of Jesus’ style: the cause of the Kingdom that Jesus lives as a 
cause worthy of the gift of a lifetime! Pass on and become passionate about 
the cause of the Kingdom!

1. Like it was for Jesus, hospitality is the lay person’s fi rst duty

Hospitality is presented as an offer: symmetry allows us to offer others 
the opportunity to express themselves and share something, so that I in 
turn become their guest.

2. Transformation with discretion but through radical human relationships. A 
layperson who, above all, takes on the responsibility of creating rela-
tionships which are now degraded, torn apart and a source of suffering, 
where it is useless to seek solutions in “outdated ways and forms that 
even culturally do not have the capacity to be signifi cant” (Pope Francis). 
Social and civil love (cf. Laudato Si’).

3. The mystical-political following of Christ in Christian commitment today. 
The proposal of theologian J.-B. Metz: a “mysticism of open eyes”2 that 
aims to bring together, through an eloquent analogy, mysticism (often 
depicted with eyes closed to the world) and open eyes, that is, attention 

1 C. THEOBALD, Fraternità  Qiqajon, Magnano, 2016, pp. 81-82.

2 J.-B. METZ, Mistica degli occhi aperti, Queriniana, Brescia 2013, pp. 17-18.
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to the world, to history, to man and to the incarnation that continues 
in history, opening it to redemption. A concrete and responsible spiritu-
ality: it is authentically Catholic because it theologically interrupts ‘the 
ever-increasing dualism between the history of faith and the history of 
life, between the world of faith and the world of reason, between the 
profession of faith and experience.” ”Jesus’ first gaze is a messianic gaze. 
It is not primarily gazing on the sin of others, but on their suffering. Jesus 
offers and perfects in his person the paradigm of “a biblical mysticism of 
justice; it is the passion of God in the sense of compassion, of mystical prac-
tice of compassion”. 

4. The ‘markers’ of the apostolic commitment of the laity. The supreme prin-
ciple of the Church’s social teaching is the commandment of love, which 
alone would be sufficient to make a difference with respect to the many 
ideologies of our day. Linked to it are: 1. The recognition of human dig-
nity; 2. The preferential option for the poor; 3. The universal destination of 
goods; 4. The common good; 5. Solidarity; 6. Subsidiarity; 7. Care for our 
common home.

5. Aspects on which to engage: our way of life, especially the laity linked to 
the Salesian charism must ‘make community’ – be weavers of relation-
ships (today re-signify the meaning of the ’Salesian Family’); professional 
life (for a “free, creative, participatory and supportive work”); the field 
of civil participation (...upright citizens..., face the crisis of the bond of 
participatory citizenship...); new educational poverty (of children but also 
of adults!); the economy of the gift (not welfare but generation of bond-
ing value); the professions of care for the person (emergency destined to 
increase...);  the ecological transition (which is first of all the ecological 
conversion of people and our structures...). 



17

Good evening. Before starting my presentation I would like to express my 
gratitude at being able to be here with all of you. I am fl attered, and I will not 
deny that I am somewhat nervous in sharing my words with the people around 
me. I sincerely hope that my experience, which is what I am offering you today, 
will help you to reaffi rm your Salesian vocation: we are “signs and bearers of 
God’s love for young people.”

When I received the invitation from Fr Joan Lluis Playá, I thought: what can I 
contribute to the Salesian Family Spirituality Days 2023? How can I contribute 
to the refl ection on educational processes to strengthen young people’s 
sensitivity to becoming active lay people in social transformation? 

Before I started writing, I consulted the different meanings that the RAE 
dictionary offers about the word process, and I stayed with these:  

1. The action of going forward.

2. The passage of time.

3. The set of successive stage of a natural phenomenon or of an artifi cial 
operation.

4. The action of following a series of matters that have no end.

After reading them, I drafted my own defi nition: “A set of actions that develop 
over time, that move us forward and that have no end.” But I was not too 
convinced because neither the objective of these actions nor their purpose 
was defi ned....

What could be the objective of a Salesian pastoral process with children, 
adolescents and young adults? It’s clear to me: Da mihi animas caetera tolle: 
The salvation of the children and young people that God has entrusted to us.

It is true that sometimes it is diffi cult to bring it down to earth for many 
reasons: coldness towards religion, and the emotional fatigue that COVID has 

EDUCATIONAL PROCESSES TO STRENGTHEN YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S SENSITIVITY TO BECOMING ACTIVE LAY 
PEOPLE IN SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION

Susanna de Torres

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS
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generated among people makes me wonder if the beneficiaries of our works 
“want to be saved”, at least in the way we propose it to them. I consider that we 
are living in times of change, and that some of the practical schemes, which are 
not fundamental, need to be transformed. Our young people still need us and 
they challenge us to “sharpen our ears” and to “widen our hearts even more.”

When we talk about pastoral processes at school, I personally distinguish four 
concentric circles that surround the life of our children. If I may, let me give 
you the name of the pillars of every Salesian work: Playground would cover the 
outer circle; Home would be the second of them; School the third, and Church 
the closest and most intimate of all. Let me detail each of them:

The outermost circle, the Playground, represents the ministry of environment; a 
festive, purposeful and non-invasive ministry. A ministry that is resonant thanks 
to the Salesian sacrament of presence the Rector Major talks about. A pastoral 
ministry that offers courageous proposals to our youngsters through the “Good 
Morning”, tutoring, solidarity campaigns... a pastoral ministry that nurtures a 
feeling of belonging to Salesian work thanks to closeness and simple details 
. . . an affective and close up kind of ministry, often one of “first proclamation”. 
A pastoral ministry that answers the question: What can we propose to these 
young people that is close and attractive to them? 

The second circle, Home, comes about spontaneously if the Playground brings 
them together and keeps them active. This is when our young people get a 
taste of “being” or “feeling part of”. Observation by educators is very important 
in this process: What are the young people most open to our proposal asking 
us for? What kind of place are we going to offer them to continue growing in 
their faith?

This is where the most personal proposals come into play: being involved 
in celebrations, in province or diocesan events, taking on some pastoral 
responsibilities, etc. 

The School  circle I would focus on group commitment, a gradual project 
where the young person freely and depending on age and stage can grow 
together with others by taking on responsibilities that are of help to their life 
of faith. This is akin to the Valdocco sodalities...These young people are our 
“Michel Rua”s those who “go halves with us”. They share in our responsibility for 
educative and pastoral work.

And finally, we come to the Church circle, focused on personal commitment. 
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After having experienced everything that the Salesian house offers them in 
the previous stages, young people fi nd themselves faced with a proposal for 
spiritual accompaniment. What personal project does God have for you? How 
can you be “like that good yeast that helps to grow and make the bread of the 
Human Family bigger and tastier”?

Staying in this last circle is not something eternal.  When their formation among 
us has come to an end and they fl ex their own wings, a new horizon opens up 
where the Salesian school feels like home, like a safe place they can return to... 
and here is the great challenge: What can we continue to offer these young 
people? How can we accompany them in their process of becoming “good 
Christians and upright citizens”?

Let me go back to my defi nition of process: “A set of actions that develop 
over time, that move us forward, that have no end, and whose objective is 
the salvation of the young people that God has entrusted to us.”  We need to 
continue fostering partnerships between us as a Salesian Family so that the 
young people who leave our schools fi nd a community in which they can live 
and celebrate their faith, where they rediscover “their roots”, and become men 
and women capable of transforming society in terms based on the gospel.

Let me conclude my presentation with words from Fr Viganó: “In the hearts 
of all who are Salesian in their approach, young people are the sacred ground 
before whom we take off our shoes. Like Moses, God speaks to us through 
them. They are the native place of our mission, the theological place where 
God seeks to remain at our disposal, awaits our return and offers us the grace 
of an encounter with Him.”
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Indications for the work of the 2nd group
AT THE ROUND TABLE
Meeting by Vocation Type
Religious institutes//secular institutes//lay associations 

1. Dedicate the first few minutes to personal presentation of the members of 
the group: name, origin, Salesian Family Group. 
2. Share some resonances on the testimoniesof the round table and on the 
subsequent in-depth dialogue with the various speakers.  The four rapporteurs 
presented four dimensions of secularity in summary form. 
  

 z The present moment of the laity in the Church. The voice of the Pope, 
the complementarity of the laity. – Fr Fabio Attard 

 z Identity of the Christian layperson in Salesian style. Lay spirituality. - 
Renato Cursi. 

 z Secular fields of action such as profession, volunteering, social field, 
politics... Lorenzo Biaggi. 

 z Educational processes and accompaniment to strengthen identity in 
young people - Susana de Torres.  

 
3. What contribution can each of the groups of the Salesian Family make from 
their own identity (religious institutes, secular institutes, lay associations) to 
enrich the secularity of our family? At the end the group chooses 3 topics. 
   
4. The religious groups of the Salesian Family… how they can enrich the lay 
complementarity of our Salesian vocation. 

5. The lay groups of the Salesian Family… how they can enrich the consecrated 
complementarity of our Salesian vocation. 

 

SATURDAY - 15 JANUARY 2023
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS
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WORKING PROCEDURE 
A. The group chooses a secretary (S) and a moderator (M)
- The secretary takes brief notes on what was being discussed in the group 
- The secretary will send the group’s work to gsfs@famigliasalesiana.org 

- Indicate the work group. 
- Summarise in 5 ideas the resonances of testimonies from the round 

table and the following dialogues. 
- Indicate a list of 3 contributions made by your group to enrich the se-

cularity of the Salesian Family. 
- Indicate the 3 aspects with which religious groups can enrich the lay 

complementarity of the Salesian Family. 
- Indicate the 3 aspects with which lay groups can enrich the consecra-

ted complementarity of the Salesian Family. 

Asoc. Laicali 1 Sala Don Bosco Religiosi 1 Sala Colazione
Asoc. Laicali 2 Sala Don Bosco Religiosi 2 Sala Colazione
Asoc. Laicali 3 Sala Don Rua Religiosi 3 Sala Colazione 
Asoc. Laicali 4 Sala Don Rua Religiosi 4 Sala Comunitá
Asoc. Laicali 5 Sala Albera  Religiosi 5 Uffi cio 1 piano  
Asoc. Laicali 6 Sala Ricaldone Religiosi 6 Sala Ricceri
Asoc. Laicali 7 Sala Ricaldone
Asoc. Laicali 8 Sala Rinaldi Secolari Sala Missioni DB  
Asoc. Laicali 9 Sala Ziggiotti 
Asoc. Laicali 10 Sala Ziggiotti 

MEETING PLACES

 Religiosi 7 Sala ADMA
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AS YEAST IN TODAY’S HUMAN 
FAMILY
ARTEMIDES ZATTI, EXEMPLARY FIGURE
WHO CALLS US TO LIVE OUR DAILY LIVES IN HOLINESS

 z In his family of origin. Artemides grew up in an excellent Christian, village 
and family environment which had a very positive impact on his human 
and Christian formation. The Zatti family, like so many at the time, was a 
poor family who did their best to lead their daily life with dignity, openly 
trusting in the blessings of God. Even in poverty, the family continued to 
be formed and to preserve the special humanity of its bonds, considering  
affections, generational and family ties to be indispensable values and a 
true school of humanity. 

 z The family did not have great material resources, but it led an intense 
Christian life. Attendance at Sunday Mass, morning and evening prayers, 
and grace before and after meals were simple and common practices, but 
done with such deep faith they would form the habit of prayer in young 
Artemides.

 z The Zatti family was very religious, as we have seen when they emigrated 
to Argentina. Involvement in the life of the Christian community, warm re-
lationships with priests, prayer together at home, regular reception of the 
sacraments had to come from a traditional custom of Christian life, which 
also resisted the far from edifying influence of other Italian migrants. 

The family was very close, and there were no difficulties among the sib-
lings; in particular, Artemides was charitable towards them and respect-
ful towards his parents, setting an example of righteousness, seriousness 
and religious fervour. Everyone recognised and admired the moral up-
rightness and religious spirit of the Zatti family and its perseverance in 
religious practice.

 z In the Salesian Congregation. Through his encounters with the Salesian 
community in Bahia Blanca and the father figure of Fr Carlo Cavalli, young 
Artemides was drawn to Salesian life, fascinated by Don Bosco and his 
educational system. 

Don Pierluigi Cameroni sdb
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3z Later in Viedma, he discovered a fi ne pastor in Fr Evasio Garrone, who 
accompanied him in his hour of trial and vocational choice, helping him 
to accept and face his illness in his search for God’s will. This matured to 
become a gift of himself in service to the sick and in solidarity with the 
poor.

z In the Salesian community at Viedma: Zatti was the support of com-
munity life. His presence at community events was a wonderful and 
inexplicable thing. He was an example for everyone; a man of com-
municative warmth. At table he was bubbly and cheerful and fostered 
unity. At the end of the Retreat, at lunchtime he would offer his fa-
mous and long-awaited Alleluias highlighting the fervour of fami-
ly spirit and life. His love of duty meant that he liked to ring the bell 
for the different occasions of the day, almost as if it were a way of 
making God’s voice heard, and creating a keen sense of community. 

z In the San José Hospital: the humble and loving courage with which, even 
with limited resources, a hospital-home-family was built, where love and 
faith in God, confi dential bonds with Zatti, mutual trust, fraternity and 
joy, were fertile ground for a community made up of doctors, nurses, re-
ligious, and the ever increasing number of patients. 

z Zatti’s life as leaven in the community was inspired by Don Bosco: doing 
things with and out of love, in a kindly and joyful style, with great trust 
in God and his providence and a childlike entrustment to Mary Help of 
Christians. 

z From the beginning of his mission in Viedma, Zatti involved many 
lay people, friends, benefactors and colleagues so that they be-
came part of his mission among the poor and the sick. Zatti’s broad 
and courageous vision, his tireless diligence, his resistance to ob-
stacles can only be explained by his outlook of social transforma-
tion and evangelisation of the poor and sick to whom he felt called.

z Zatti was “leaven in the bread of humanity” living with the sick and with 
various colleagues, allowing himself to be enriched by the evangelical lay 
dimension of these brothers and sisters and bringing the specifi c value 
of his own lay dimension as a Salesian Brother. Simply put, it is as a Fam-
ily that we complete each other. In the San José Hospital fi rst then later 
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at the Quinta Sant’Isidro Zatti was “living yeast” capable of influencing 
and transforming the lives of the people he dealt with and whom he met.  

 z As a Good Samaritan, Artemides worked among very ordinary people, 
among the sick who needed physical, moral and spiritual healing. In sick-
ness and trial there is no difference of social class or origin, but all are 
united by poverty and the need for help.

 z He experienced this closeness both personally and in community: in fact, 
he generated a community capable of care, which left no one behind. 
It included and welcomed the most fragile in a special way. Artemides’ 
testimony as a Good Samaritan, being merciful like the Father, was a 
mission and a style that involved all those who in some way dedicated 
themselves to the hospital. 

 z At Zatti’s school, service to the sick, carried out with love and compe-
tence, became a mission. Zatti knew and instilled the awareness that the 
hands of all who were with him touched the suffering flesh of Christ and 
should be a sign of the merciful hands of the Father. 

 z Almost without knowing it or wanting it, he was a wonderful formator 
“Most of the staff worked for free, especially the internal female staff [...]. 
These people became a kind of secular Institute which Zatti provided an 
exquisite spiritual formation for, as they worked according to the spirit 
that animated him.” “A kind of community of lay volunteers who practised 
the evangelical counsels without formal profession of vows.”

 z In the communion of Salesian holiness: Don Bosco, Ceferino Namuncurá, 
Laura Vicuña, Sister Antonietta Böhm. They look joyfully ahead and pre-
cede us, spur us on and remind us that each of us is not only a spectator 
but a part of this beautiful project, part of the dough that has grown 
through the leaven of Salesian spirituality and the Preventive System. 
We are all summoned to the Eucharistic table to be the bread of love: 
like Zacchaeus, Magdalene, the Samaritan woman, the widow, the young 
people and especially Mary, full of grace.

 z Women and men, young people and adults, consecrated individuals and 
lay people, bishops and missionaries who have shone a singular light on 
the Salesian charism, representing a patrimony that plays an effective 
role in the life and community of believers and for people of good will 
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and who have fi lled their lives with the leaven of love, a love that is giv-
en to the end, faithful to Jesus Christ and his Gospel. 

z Artemides Zatti was certainly a consecrated religious, but let us not for-
get the lay dimension of his holiness, that is, the exercise of charity in 
the simplicity of a small hospital and a small city. He is an example and a 
model of consecration to his people in daily work, having God as source, 
motivation in faith and the purpose of life.

z Artemides Zatti is proposed to young people today. For them to be, like 
him, builders of communion and creators of good works of mercy at the 
service of the little ones, the poor, the needy. Like Saint Artemides Zatti, 
we take our bicycles and go out to others who need our help, bringing 
them the Word of God, Our Lady through the Rosary. Each young person 
can be a true protagonist and have an authentic mission beside Jesus.

z Yeast that builds a paradise of happiness: inside and beyond the hospital, 
Zatti gave life to a Church that is always visited by pain and death. This 
demands fullness of faith and witness,and requires that we proclaim the 
name of God’s only desire for us human beings: Paradise. When he wit-
nessed to Paradise, Zatti showed the certainty of eternal life and how we 
gain it through grace and good works.

z And it was the truth of the gospel in its entirety that lit up Zatti’s hospi-
tal, as it had lit up the Oratory at the time of Don Bosco.

z “In that little pocket handkerchief of Patagonian soil, where the life of our 
Blessed fl owed, a page of the Gospel was rewritten: the Good Samaritan 
found in him a heart, hands and passion, fi rst of all for the little ones, the 
poor, sinners, the least. Thus a hospital became the ‘Father’s Inn’, a sign 
of a Church that seeks to be rich in gifts of humanity and grace, a home 
of the commandment of love of God and neighbour, a place of health as 
a pledge of salvation. It is also true that this is part of the Salesian voca-
tion: the Salesians are the great educators of the heart, of love, affection, 
social life; great educators of the heart.” (Pope Francis)
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Simone: 
There is a phrase that continues to echo within me since I heard about Artemides 
Zatti, and that has completely reversed my perspective and outlook on my life: 
Artemides was a man who had “forgotten about himself”. But how do you forget 
yourself? How is it possible to claim to arrive at happiness by forgetting one’s 
own person, one’s own self? Doesn’t my happiness have to start from the search 
for myself? Who did I graduate for? For whom did I sweat and struggle with my 
degree? Well, I did it to have an identity in this society, to be recognised, to be 
seen. Simply put, I did it for myself. Yet, here I am, still wondering who I am and 
for whom I am. Looking only to myself, I ended up getting lost. Artemides shouts 
at me with his life that this perspective must be changed. The spotlight needs 
to be shifted. “You see, with happiness, each one carries it within themselves.” 
This is how Zatti answered a doctor who asked him about happiness. With this 
answer he reveals in a disarming way how useless is this continuous pursuit to 
which we young people often submit ourselves to reach one goal after another, 
claiming to fill the thirst for love that grips us with something external, that 
does not belong to us. Diploma, degree, work, home and so on? I thought that 
along the path of seeking my vocation, the centre was me. Deep down, that 
was my belief. And instead we are fooled, we get caught up, we get lost. From 
the time of his illness to his total gift of himself for the sick, Artemides always 
and only put Christ at the centre, completely forgetting himself, in fact for 
me, Artemides was the living proof that only by giving ourselves completely 
without compromise, letting ourselves be consumed by those placed along our 
path, can we reach happiness, true happiness.

Emanuele:
The most beautiful side of Artemides Zatti, I think, is his simple but authentically 
lived faith. From what I have been able to know of him, it seems to me that 
his relationship with God was more through gestures than speeches, more 
from his hands and feet than from his mouth, allowing him to even endure 
times of serious difficulty such as illness, the management of the hospital, the 

ZATTI SAYS TO A YOUNG PERSON
WHAT ARTEMIDES ZATTI SAYS TO A YOUNG PERSON TODAY
Testimonies of young people from ILE on Saint Artemides Zatti
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numerous visits to the sick, always with the most vivid hope in the goodness of 
God. I believe, then, that the most obvious “symptom” of how deep-rooted this 
faith was in him, was the serene cheerfulness that shone through his words 
even in the hardest moments: what is striking, indeed, is his attitude when 
confronted with death, which he faced seriously but also with a touch of wit. 
One wonders, in fact, how this man could have drafted his own will shortly 
before he died, if he had not realised his state of health. Moreover, how could 
he have used wit when facing such a painful death, describing himself “as 
yellow as a ripe lemon”, if he had not believed that soon he would meet that 
Lord whom he loved so much? Secondly, this concrete nature of his faith I think 
also emerges from his vocational discernment, carried out not within the four 
walls of a room, but on the “battlefi eld”, together with the sick and through the 
unexpected events that life had in store for him. I do not believe, in fact, that 
the young Artemides would ever have imagined having to question his “dream 
kept in the drawer” (that is, becoming a priest), because of a disease he would 
contract out of love of his neighbour. However, God is always greater than our 
imagination, and if Artemides, once healed, managed to get back into things 
again, he probably would have realised this. In conclusion, I believe that “Dr. 
Zatti” helps us to see the way of holiness as being possible, since he fi rst knew 
how to live life with faith. And his life was about as real as life can be! If I may 
make this comparison, his approach reminds me of the approach of many of our 
grandparents (fi gures so important to us young people!) who have experienced 
crosses much heavier than ours, but with a human and Christian calibre that 
one can only respect; people who have been able to seek and bring God into a 
life that is so often “twisted”, thus managing to transform it into a masterpiece!

Ernesto:
The life of Artemides Zatti sums up very well the concept of Salesian holiness, 
that is, always doing one’s duty well, cheerfully, observing one’s duties of study 
and prayer and doing good to others. It made me think a lot about the fact that 
he emigrated at the age of 17 and left friends and relatives and it makes me 
wonder how much I am willing to leave to follow the Lord Jesus. I am impressed 
by the level of spirituality inherent in the letters that young Artemides wrote to 
his family members and this challenges me personally because they propose 
an example to follow, like when he wrote to his brothers: “Ah!... my brothers do 
not follow, I recommend, the maxims of the world by saying: ‘We are young; let 
us enjoy ourselves, later on we will do good.’” It is important to follow the path 
traced out by the Lord now, without delaying, without procrastinating, because 
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it affects our happiness in our life but above all in the lives of others. He also 
teaches me the beauty of giving oneself, in his case to the sick, in my case 
probably to the young, and the importance of entrusting oneself  to the Help 
of Christians and her mantle. This, in my opinion, makes us understand the joy 
and the fullness of a life spent for others. Initially, however, Zatti thought his 
vocation was to be a priest, but because of the illness and his promise, he made 
his profession as a Brother and I am very struck by the fact that Artemides Zatti 
said: “God can be served both as a priest and as a brother: both are valid for 
God as long as it is done with a sense of vocation and love.” We can do many 
things in life. The important thing is the love we put into serving the Lord, 
because it is on that that we will be judged.

Samuele:
At this moment in my life I am going through an experience of vocational 
discernment with the Salesians in Milan, so I see the life of the Salesian up 
close, and often among the various activities it seems we are running from one 
place to the other. Yet,  I am often lucky like Zatti was on his bicycle, to be able 
to stop and spend time with people. This is how I encounter God, stopping like 
one stops to spend time before the Eucharist, and so did Zatti with the people. 
However, I would like to be more capable of this courage and patience of his, 
without having to run away out of fear, shame or indifference. Zatti reminds me 
of this: before me, the other person is a reflection of God who asks me to love. 
I am struck by Zatti’s words: “how can we not always smile, if God loves us so 
much?” These words come from a true lively Salesian spirit, one that impacts 
on us, fascinates us. If I think about my life I see how very often I am sad, even 
if masked by a smile, because I feel dissatisfied, because I miss something, but 
even more so because I am focusing on myself. I can grasp a deeper meaning 
in these words – the presence of God who embraces me when instead I am 
trying to embrace myself. I am happy only if I truly understand that God loves 
me, as Zatti had well understood, so much so that because of this love he could 
be happy even in the most disadvantaged situations. Referring again to that 
stopping to spend time mentioned above, I am struck by a particular fact in 
his story. It is... that he was far from his family, but he was able to bridge that 
distance with an incredible depth of heart. In a letter he wrote to the family 
about meeting up with one another when spending time before the Eucharist 
and thus meeting up in the divine heart of Jesus. I think as a young person I 
can find important messages in the story of St Artemides for me and my own 
journey: to stop and spend time with the other and smile because God loves us. 
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I know that I am no longer self-suffi cient and that I am looking for something 
to enlighten me. I am in search of the love of God who is light and life, because 
feeling that I am loved by him I can give that love to others and give all of 
myself as Zatti did with the sick and the poor.

Marco:
I think that Zatti teaches a young man like me that living for others – the 
question “for whom am I?” is strongly presented in his story – and in communion 
with God is the recipe for living in a truly happy way, and in a higher gear. His 
strength then is that he is not a saint out of reach, one of those who had 
visions, the stigmata or a famous character like Padre Pio or John Paul II. No, 
he was someone who lived, sought and found holiness in the concreteness of 
life. Two things struck me about his life: the fi rst is travelling by bicycle, which 
for him was a way to meet, be among people, in search of someone in need; 
and to be able to stop with people to take care of them with material goods, 
or even just a word of comfort, a handshake, a small gesture of attention to 
those who perhaps only needed to feel loved. The second is precisely the Spirit 
that those who met him saw in him: in fact Artemides was a generator of 
love, hope and trust in everyday life. The thing that I connect most to my daily 
life, being a student, is how Zatti handled his studies: with perseverance and 
humility, not looking for excuses, and not feeling down about them. In Bernal, 
the 20-year-old aspirant Artemides studied with 12-year-olds, but he was 
never depressed, demoralized or ashamed by this, and despite the many tasks 
entrusted to him by his superiors, he always continued his studies, certainly 
sometimes struggling and suffering, but always with discretion and optimism 
(Mt 6:16) and overcoming every challenge with confi dence and prayer: even 
the disappointment of no longer being able to become a priest after his illness, 
and even including the demolition of his hospital. 
Here, I believe that this cheerfulness, this joy, this positivity that comes from 
God and therefore in the encounter with others, especially those most in need 
and in the simplicity of a small gesture, is the most beautiful thing that a young 
person can aspire to. It is what I want to achieve because it is what really saves 
souls and makes a saint...a saint.
Finally, the last aspect that has intrigued me in my journey of discernment is 
what I believe Zatti helps us to understand better –  the fi gure of the Brother, 
and that he embodied the spirit of this to the end by living it as a way to be 
even closer to people than the priest can do. Maybe the priest can be seen as 
detached from reality and someone whom maybe you are a little hesitant at 
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times to discuss with or be too close to.

Nicola: 
The life and example of Saint Artemides Zatti does not leave me unmoved, but 
encourages me daily to walk on the path of holiness, loving the Lord Jesus and 
having my neighbour at heart.
His witness urges me, in a special way, to offer a smile and a good word to 
everyone, to visit and help the confreres in community and the people who 
are sick and lonely, to notice even the smallest needs of those who are close 
to me. This makes a difference: being concretely in the present; facing up to 
the difficulties that can be encountered and experienced personally with trust 
and hope in God; witnessing to him by example; putting the Gospel and my 
faith in Jesus Christ into words; living the moments of prayer and fraternity 
in community well and constantly; entrusting my life and everyone else’s life 
to God; letting myself be enveloped by his Love and blindly trusting in his 
Providence. Saint Artemides had a deep relationship with the Lord, something 
he nurtured every day and that nourished his relationships and the activities of 
his day: he recognised Christ himself in every brother and sister he met.
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1. From the coordination team of the SFSD 2023 we would like to off er all partic-

ipants in the SFSD 2023 a time for meeting with the young since they are the 

benefi ciaries of our mission. We can do this in diff erent ways depending on the 

specifi c nature of each of the SF Groups.

2. We would like to invite the Salesian Family to listen directly to the young 

people so that they can be mediators of the Word of God in our lives and can 

challenge our vocations with their lives.

3.- We would like to create a space within the SFSD where young people can 

dialogue and interact with other members of the SF.

4.- Specifi cally this year and taking advantage of the recent canonisation of St 

Artemides Zatti we would like to rekindle God’s call to holiness at the hands 

of young people.

For this we would like to present 6 diff erent moments where the young peo-

ple and Zatti’s holiness help us to rekindle the lay dimension of our SF. The 

youth moments proper would be as follows:

1.- ARTEMIDES ZATTI THE FILM.

Reference person: Fr Ricardo Cámpoli, sdb,

Place: THEATRE

2.- ARTEMIDES ZATTI DISPLAY

The display develops across 17 panels, starting with an introductory panel and 

ending with the concluding panel. They are all divided in two: a text and photo 

of Artemides Zatti and the corresponding panel suggests something to think 

about. There is a three-part structure: 

I believed - I promised - I recovered. Themes are outlined in each section:

Origins - original passion - Recovery in body - Baptism - Reality that trans-

forms - transformation in soul - Emigration - illness - the trial of his cross - Cry

that educates - a guide who discerns - a guide for the soul - the “yes” of faith 

- the “yes” of the call. The “yes” to the poor
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GUIDELINES FOR THE ENCOUNTER WITH 
YOUTH EXPERIENCES
SATURDAY - 14 JANUARY 2023
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Reference person: Fr Leoni Erino, sdb.

Place: MUSEO CASA DON BOSCO

3.- CASA BOSCONIA Youth Service Foundation.

We are a Salesian house that takes in children of Venezuelan migrants and 

displaced nationals, it is a “little Valdocco” in Bogotá.

Reference person: Peter Sandoval

Place: SALA DON BOSCO

4.- VOICES FROM THE MIDDLE EAST

Here you will find an account by young Salesian Cooperators from the Middle 

East who, with the help of their SDB Delegate and Provincial Coordinator will 

bring us into their daily lives, into the world of living the Salesian story today.

Reference persons: Tiziana BASCIU ASC and Fr Pier Jabloyan, sdb.

Place: SALA ZIGGIOTTI

5.- YOUNG PARISHIONERS FROM SLOVENIA

Reference person: Vilmos Svarc, sdb.

Place: SALA COLAZIONE

6.- DISCOVERING TALENTS!

BUILDING THE EVERYDAY IN A SEMI-RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY

The “Nuove Rotte” semi-residential community belonging to the Salesian Work 

at Vallecrosia (IM) takes in 15 youngsters between 6 and 17 years of age who 

are in a state of severe to serious distress and who have been sent by the lo-

cal social services. The centre cares for them during the day by supporting 

the family in the difficult task of education and preventing the removal and 

institutionalisation of children and the possible difficulties that might arise in 

the developmental age. Seizing all the possibilities that the area offers and the 

desires and abilities of the children they are offered thematic workshops such 

as the one we propose here, related to music made with simple instruments 

such as buckets and sticks. All for the harmonious and integral development of 

children all under the careful guidance of a team of professionals in the field!

Reference person: Marco Magliano.

Place: SALA DON RUA 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE EXPERIENCE
We have divided all the participants to the SFSD 2023 into six groups according 
to the criterion of language groups as follows.
GROUP A - Portuguese + French. You will be accompanied by your translators.
GROUP B - English. You will be accompanied by your translator.
GROUP C - Spanish. You will be accompanied by your translator.
GRUPPO D -Italian 1, 2, 3.  
GRUPPO E - Italian 4, 5, 6.
GRUPPO F - Italian 7, 8, 9, 10. 
Each group will be able to participate in three different experiences throughout 
the afternoon: 17:30 - 18:10 - 18:40. Each experience will last 35 minutes, 
starting promptly at the indicated time.  Rotations will be made as follows.
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17:30 A B C D E F

18:10 C D E B F A

18:40 F E D A C B
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23 SUNDAY - 15 JANUARY 2023

Indications for the work of the 3rd group
ON YOUTH EXPERIENCES AND GEFS
Meetings for membership groups
SDB, FMA, SSCC, ADMA, EX-DB, EXA-FMA, VDB, SCG, FCMN, AND THE OTHER GROUPS TOGETHER    

1. After what you have experienced, reflected on, shared and celebrated in these 
days, which “invitation/exhortation” do you feel most strongly in your heart?

2. In your opinion, what concrete aspect of secularity should be further inten-
sified...?

A. In your personal life 
B. In the life of your community/group/association?
C. In the Salesian Family as a whole, to be yeast and a sign of communion and 

mission in the leaven of the Human Family? 

WORKING PROCEDURE 
A. A. The group elects a secretary (S) and a moderator (M).

 • The secretary briefly takes notes on what was being discussed in the 
group 

 • The secretary will send an email to gsfs@famigliasalesiana.org 
 • Indicate the work group. 
 • Indicate  3 concrete aspects for the life of the community/group/

association to live.  
 • Indicate 3 concrete aspects for the Salesian Family to live as a 

whole. 
 • The secretary will present the work of the group to the assembly 

in summary form 

GROUP DISCUSSIONS
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MEETING PLACE 

SDB Teatro Valdocco 

FMA Sala Don Bosco  

SSCC Sala Cocco

ADMA Sala Don Rua 

EX-DB Sala Ziggiotti 

EXA-FMA Sala Don Albera

VDB  Sala Ricceri

SCG, FCMN
TUTTI gli 

ALTRI
GRUPPI

Sala colazione 

DON BOSCO, FATHER AND GUIDE
Father, for many people,

Father, just listen to our voice,

Which is the song of love

Your heart was always full of love,

Your spirit always young

What can you do for us?

Father, our guide and our friend
Young people of the world;
We still rely on you!

Open our hearts to Jesus Christ
Support our commitment in this community.




