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We are a Family      
belonging all to Mary 

THE RECTOR MAJOR’S HOMILY from the Opening Mass of GC XXVIII 

Welcome to the Twenty-

Eighth General Chapter 

here in Valdocco, where we 

return sixty-two years after 

the last Chapter celebrated 

here. 

Today, the Lord is calling us 

and blessing us, the Help of 

Christians is welcoming us 

into her house, and there is 

no doubt that Don Bosco is 

happy to see such a repre-

sentation of his sons from all 

over the world at a new Gen-

eral Chapter with much 

greater numbers than the 

first one he presided over at 

Valsalice, with twenty-three 

chapter members. 

Undoubtedly we have come 

together here with very 

many experiences and expec-

tations in our hearts. And we 

have come in order to be a 

human mediation of the ac-

tion of the Holy Spirit over 

the next seven weeks. If this 

were not the case, then it 

would not be a General 

Chapter of the Society of St. 

Francis de Sales.  

It would simply be a con-

gress like so many others, 

like those held every day by 

thousands of institutions of 

all kinds. 

This presence of the Spirit is 

the foundation of our hope 

that we will continue to be 

faithful to Don Bosco and his 

mission. The One who raised 

up and guided Don Bosco, 

that is, the Holy Spirit, is 

a c t i v e l y 

present in 

our midst. 

His pres-

ence will 

allow us 

to bring 

about our union with Don 

Bosco and our communion 

in “Salesianity”. In the 

same manner in which he 

led our Father to realise the 

mission to which he was 

called in the Church and 

world of his times, the Spir-

it will also accompany us in 

responding to the needs of 

our times today. The Holy 

Spirit of God will help us, 

given his driving force and 

our availability, to allow 

ourselves to be shaped by 

Him, to “be with Don Bosco 

and with his times”, as Fr 

Albera once wrote. Or bet-

ter still, he will help us to 

be with Don Bosco today, to 

be the Salesians that young 

people, families, society 

need today. 

This is what the word of 

God speaks of today 

through Saint Paul, who 

refers to the true wisdom 

that is not of this world, nor 

of the rulers of this world, 

nor of people of power. On 

the contrary, it is the wis-

dom of God which has re-

mained hidden and which 

God has revealed for our 

good. 

 Now through April: SDB 
General Chapter XXVIII 

 Mar. 8 - Northeast Marian 
Day Committee Meeting 
3PM @ Stony Point 

 Forming the Formator On-
going Sessions’ specific foci: 

 Mar. 26: Treasurer 
 May 7: Delegate 
 June 18: Secretary 

 May 23: Marian Day @ the 
Marian Shrine, Stony Point, 
NY 

 SSCC Provincial Congress 
July 17-19 @ Sacred Heart 
Center, Newton, NJ 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

“Here in Valdocco, Everything Speaks to Us” 

Dear Readers, Since the main 

content of Don Angel’s March 

letter was already printed in 

the February edition of 

“Snippets”, we are taking this 

opportunity to share with you 

his inspiring homily at the 

opening of the SDB General 

Chapter on February 16, 2020.   

My dear con-

freres! 

We have 

greeted each 

other earlier 

and I have 

w e l c o m e d 

everyone to Valdocco! Now 

I am doing so here, in this 

holy Salesian place which 

is the Basilica of Mary 

Help of Christians. 

So, welcome to Valdocco 

and to this Basilica where 

our Father so often prayed 

with his boys. 

Welcome to Valdocco, 

where the Holy Spirit has 

made the Salesian spir-

it flourish and mature in 

Don Bosco for the good of 

the Church. 

Welcome to Valdocco, 

where we were all born as 

Salesians. To the Becchi, 

birthplace of our father 

Don Bosco, and Valdocco, 

place of the first perma-

nent Oratory and the birth 

of our Congregation. They 

are full of significance and 

meaning for each of us. I 

have said on various occa-

sions that here, in Valdoc-

co, everything speaks to us. continued on the following page 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SF-Tree-32.png
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Saint Paul goes on to say that this Wisdom has been revealed 

to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit knows all things well, 

even the depths of God. 

And this will demand that as Chapter members at this moment 

of our Congregation’s history we recognise our own inadequacy, 

turn to the Spirit without whom we can do nothing of substance 

for the Kingdom of God, and adopt a stance of supplication, lis-

tening and docility. As the SGCXX said: “In order to carry out 

the discernment and renewal needed, it is not enough to have 

historians, or theologians, or politicians, or organisers: what is 

needed are men who are known to be “spiritual”, men of faith, 

sensitive to the things of God and ready for courageous obedi-

ence, as was our Founder. True fidelity to Don Bosco consists 

not in copying him outwardly, but in imitating Don Bosco in his 

fidelity to the movements of the Holy Spirit.” 

Over these coming weeks we will be asking ourselves how to be Salesians of Don Bosco today, people consecrated by 

God who are capable of testifying to his Love, especially to the young, the poorest and most needy of them today. We 

know that the mission that the Lord has entrusted to us has a goal that far exceeds our poor strengths; yet we are 

not alone. It is his generous initiative. He calls us to the Salesian mission in religious life and establishes his Cove-

nant with us in the consecration that suffuses our way of being and acting. 

Our Father was called by God to carry out a youthful and popular apostolic service within the Church and this is 

how he spent his life as a priest, his charism as a founder and also his total giving of himself to the Lord. Enlight-

ened by the Spirit and allowing himself to be advised by those who aided him at the time, he founded the Society of 

St Francis de Sales (18 December 1859): a society of consecrated individuals who had no other purpose than that of 

offering the Church apostles who were totally dedicated, consecrated to the service of the young. 

Our GC28 aims to help the Congregation by showing how we can continue to be those same apostles today, dedicated 

to the service of youth in today’s world and contexts. 

In all of this journey we know that together with the Holy Spirit we too, as was the case for our Father, will have a 

teacher, Mary, the Woman of Faith, which – as Romano Guardini writes – “is a faith that perseveres through what 

cannot be understood, waiting for the light of God to arrive.” She takes us by the hand in this General Chapter of 

ours. In looking upon Her we will experience how God can surprise us, the God who asks for our fidelity and the God 

who is our strength. 

I see in this a programme for our Chapter: 

 I truly believe that it is in the docility we show to the Holy Spirit that our God will surprise us as Salesians of 

Don Bosco for the young people of today. 

 In the fidelity with which we continue to respond, our God will ensure that our Congregation is on the right path. 

 In the hope with which we contemplate our future in the light of faith, our God will give us the strength to contin-

ue to dream, like Don Bosco, for what is best for our young people, especially those who are most in need of us. 

To bring the contents and spirit of the 28th General Chapter of the Salesian Congregation 

 to all the Salesian houses across the globe - stay tuned via 

(Rector Major Homily, cont. from p. 1) 

 YouTube Videos on Valdocco, Torino, Becchi, and interviews 

at GC XXVIII  

 ANS All video uploads (Italian—links to other languages) 

 ANS Facebook Page stored videos 

 ANS Facebook Page live streaming 

 Agenziaans Flickr 

 BoscoLink Australasia Webzine 

 The Links 

 Don Bosco Salesian Portal Blog Page 

 numerous Asian Languages 

And videos of special interest: 

 Official Opening of GC XXVIII 

 Video Presentation of SDB GC XXVIII 

 Salesian Spirit is Alive at Valdocco   

 Address by Mother Yvonne 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLe9GxuGne25PCipylpDi8MSkXssgFF8P9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLe9GxuGne25PCipylpDi8MSkXssgFF8P9
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuWaUmImQCkYUiaXBnfLBEw
https://www.facebook.com/agenziaans/videos/503668687015041/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/agenziaans/photos/a.1585219935047139/2562824773953312/?type=3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/
https://www.bosco.link/webzine
https://news.salesians.org.au/sdb/148-gc28-begins-with-great-fraternal-love
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/blog/
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/56070
https://www.facebook.com/watchparty/235959094231525/?entry_source=USER_TIMELINE#_=_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDoNgRzspQo&list=PLe9GxuGne25NVRTcYnAmx3x6Rnxb6NtTE
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/55992
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/a-strong-time-of-meeting-of-prayer-and-of-discernment/
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Now Is the Time for Consecration to St. Joseph 
“I did not understand St. Joseph well enough, but that will change.”  — St. John of the Cross 

In the 16th century, St. John of the Cross humbly acknowledged that he 

lacked a proper understanding of the greatness of St. Joseph. Inspired by the 

tremendous love that his friend, St. Teresa of Avila, had for St. Joseph, St. 

John of the Cross made a firm resolution to get to know and love St. Joseph 

better. 

What about you? Do you know St. Joseph? Do you feel you understand his 

greatness and love for you? 

Saint José Manyanet, a priest in 19th-century Spain, fervently promoted de-

votion to St. Joseph and the Holy Family. He prophesied that a “time of St. 

Joseph” would soon arrive in the life of the Church. He wrote: 

“I believe that the true time of Saint Joseph has not arrived yet: after two 

thousand years we started only now to glimpse something of the mystery in 

which he is immersed.” 

Well, my friends, I firmly believe that in our day the Lord wants to direct our 

hearts, families, parishes, dioceses, and Church to St. Joseph in a major way. 

In 1961, St. Pope John XXIII made a profound statement about St. Joseph. 

He wrote: 

“In the Holy Church’s worship, right from the beginning, Jesus, the Word of 

God made man, has enjoyed the adoration that belongs to him, incommunica-

ble as the splendor of the substance of his Father, a splendor reflected in the 

glory of his saints.” From the earliest times, Mary, his mother, was close be-

hind him, in the pictures in the catacombs and the basilicas, where she was devoutly venerated as “Holy Mother of 

God.” But Joseph, except for some slight sprinkling of references to him here and there in the writings of the Fa-

thers [of the Church], for long centuries remained in the background, in his characteristic concealment, almost as a 

decorative figure in the overall picture of the Savior’s life. It took time for devotion to him to go beyond those pass-

ing glances and take root in the hearts of the faithful, and then surge forth in the form of special prayers and of a 

profound sense of trusting abandonment. The fervent joy of pouring forth these deepest feelings of the heart in so 

many impressive ways has been saved for modern times! 

What the Vicar of Christ clearly stated is that now is the time of St. Jo-

seph. We are living in modern times, the time in which the Church is wit-

nessing an unprecedented era of devotion to St. Joseph. According to St. 

Pope John XXIII, God desires devotion to St. Joseph to surge forth in our 

day in the form of special prayers of “trusting abandonment.” This means 

one thing in particular: It’s time for total consecration to St. Joseph! 

But why now? Why St. Joseph? There are many reasons, but I believe 

there are two that are especially important. 

First, we need the spiritual 

fatherhood of St. Joseph to 

help us protect marriage and 

the family. Marriage and the family have always been under attack, but 

in modern times, the threats have reached extraordinary heights. Many 

people no longer know what it means to be a man or a woman, let alone 

what constitutes a marriage and a family. Many countries even claim to 

have redefined marriage and the family. There is great confusion on 

these matters, greater confusion than in any previous era of human his-

tory. The Servant of God Sr. Lucia dos Santos, the longest-lived 

visionary of the Fatima apparitions, knew the seriousness of the 

times and made a powerful statement about this issue.  

She wrote: 

“The final battle between the Lord and the kingdom of Satan will be about marriage and the family.” 

Joseph, Patron of the Church. 

Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Rome. 

We need the spiritual 

fatherhood of St. 

Joseph to help us 

protect marriage and 

the family 
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[Download a list of honors given St. Joseph in the past 150 years 

as cited by Fr. Calloway, but omitted in this article.] 

To combat and overcome Satan’s deceptions, the Church needs St. Joseph. His example and protection are the only 

way out of the confusing mess we are in. Who else can we turn to who can help us understand what marriage and 

the family are all about if not to the Head of the Holy Family and our spiritual father? 

Second, the entire world needs to be re-evangelized, including the vast majority of 

baptized Christians. Saint Joseph was the first missionary. Today, he desires again 

to bring Jesus to the nations. Many nations and cultures that were previously 

Christian have fallen away from their Christian roots and are on a path of self-

destruction. Countries once established on Judeo-Christian principles have become 

overrun by ideologies and organizations that seek to strip society of all that is sa-

cred. Without a major turnaround, civilization itself is going to self-destruct. 

In an apostolic exhortation on St. Joseph in 1989, St. John Paul II reminded us of the necessity of invoking St. Jo-

seph in the work of re-evangelizing the world. He wrote: “This patronage [of St. Joseph] must be invoked as ever 

necessary for the Church, not only as a defense against all dangers, but also, and indeed primarily, as an impetus 

for her renewed commitment to evangelization in the world and to re-evangelization in those lands and nations 

where religion and the Christian life were formerly flourishing and are now put to a hard test.” 

Now is the time to be consecrated to St. Joseph! God is telling his Church that, in order to defend marriage and the 

family, elevate morals, recover lost ground, and win souls for Jesus Christ, we need to bring St. Joseph onto the 

battlefield. He is the Terror of Demons! With his powerful spiritual fatherhood, incredible love for his spiritual chil-

dren, and constant intercession, the Church can be renewed as a light to the nations! 

What exactly is consecration to St. Joseph? In other words, what does it mean for a person to be consecrated to St. 

Joseph? Well, it basically means that you acknowledge that he is your spiritual father, and you want to be like him. 

To show it, you entrust yourself entirely to his paternal care so that he can help you acquire his virtues and become 

holy. Total consecration to St. Joseph means you make a formal act of filial entrustment to your spiritual father so 

that he can take care of your spiritual well-being and lead you to God. The person who is consecrated to St. Joseph 

wants to be as close to their spiritual father as possible, to the point of resembling him in virtue and holiness. Saint 

Joseph, in turn, will give those consecrated to him his loving attention, protection, and guidance.  

Perhaps someone reading this has already been consecrated entirely to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and is wondering 

if they can also be consecrated to St. Joseph and entrust everything to him, as well. The answer is a resounding 

“Yes!” God desires that all children be committed to the love and care of a mother and a father. You are not a mem-

ber of a single-parent spiritual family. Mary is your spiritual mother, and St. Joseph is your spiritual father. The 

spiritual fatherhood of St. Joseph is extremely important for your spiritual growth. Total consecration to Mary is 

not diminished by total consecration to St. Joseph. Mary wants you to be consecrated to St. Joseph! Jesus wants 

you to be consecrated to St. Joseph! Everything you have given to Jesus and Mary can also be given to St. Joseph. 

The hearts of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are one. 

So is there a book that offers a method of consecration to St. Joseph? Yes, 

there is! It’s called Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of our Spiritual 

Father and it follows a method similar to the tried-and-true 33-day prepara-

tion method employed by St. Louis de Montfort in his Marian consecration. 

Individuals, parishes, and entire dioceses can do the 33-day program. Through 

this program, I hope to spark the first worldwide movement of consecration to 

St. Joseph! Consecration to St. Joseph has endorsements from Cardinal Ray-

mond Burke, Bishop Athanasius Schneider, Jim Caviezel, Scott Hahn, and 

many others.  Get your copy of Consecration to St. Joseph and be part of the 

movement! Go to www.consecrationtostjoseph.org to find out more! ✠  

Reprinted with the permission of the author, Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC 

The entire world 

needs to be re-

evangelized. 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/List-of-Honors-given-St.-Joseph.pdf
https://www.fathercalloway.com/books-and-gifts
https://www.fathercalloway.com/books-and-gifts
https://www.consecrationtostjoseph.org/
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TO EDUCATE LIKE DON BOSCO 

2. TO PREVENT 

 to educate 

With Don Bosco’s Heart 

"I would give everything to win the hearts of young people and thus be able to give them to the Lord."  (MB VII 250) 

Don Bosco admirably combines the primacy of charity with intense activity at the service of young people. Com-

munion with the Lord was transparent in his generous and happy, constant and radical service with the young. 

“[Valdocco] is fascinating! Over a thousand persons live there and are trained to work, to have a good idea of what 

family is and a good self-awareness... Here we have a shop for blacksmiths, there a carpenter's workshop. Further on 

a magnificent and fully equipped printing shop. A little further ahead, a composition room. To our right, a well-

stocked and carefully selective bookstore. To our left, a workshop for tailors, another for bookbinders. Everywhere 

there is a silence, but a happy, confident silence, I might say. Everywhere admirable order reigns and it is, so to 

speak, a spontaneous one because here you can detect more the feeling rather than coercion of duty and discipline. 

But the thing that counts for everything in such an institution, one that is evidenced by all and everyone, is a serene 

atmosphere of peace, of well-being that delights and heartens one.” («La Stella d’Italia» -a liberal magazine- 1885, in 

The Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco, vol. XVII, p. 474. online: https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/

uploads/BM_17_en.pdf). 

Reflection 

Prevention in the sense of material assistance 

If education per se mainly refers to the most interior and personal aspects of a young person's growth process (one's 

perception of his/her personal identity and actual potential, the capacity for moral and civil responsibility, decision-

making competence, an indispensable basic and professional education, etc.), this presupposes, however, the fulfill-

ment of the most basic vital needs of the young: food, clothing, safety, shelter, school, and work. 

A first prevention can, therefore, be considered "assistance" in the most literal sense of the term; namely, physical 

protection, safety, health, qualification to earn one's bread, education to a minimum of values, eliminating or reduc-

ing possible dangers, and preventing any form of human, cultural, and social marginalization. The starting point is 

the oratory. This is how Don Bosco's extraordinary educational adventure and his concrete action for the good of 

the young began and through which, they are offered opportunities for education, study, and work. 

Prevention in the sense of pedagogy 

The second form of prevention is that which takes place properly in the educational process and, if necessary, in "re

-educational" settings for the purpose of helping the young person mature in all ways, with consideration for what 

he is and what he has. 

According to this concept of prevention, the young person must rightly be given what he needs to grow: if aban-

doned, a heart of father and mother; if ignorant, at least a basic education; if homeless and uncared for, moral, reli-

gious, and professional formation. A child, every child, needs family life; a normal, lively, and committed life made 

up of study, work, prayer, of training for the future in how to be a man or a woman -  a life free, as far as possible, 

from pathogenic elements. A valid positive-constructive experience consolidates in the young person a moral ro-

bustness such as to solve adequately the problems that life proposes, to resist future difficulties, to prevent the neg-

ative outcomes of an eventual difficulty, and to equip him/her with good recovery skills. 

For updating 

Prevention, understood as a significant dimension of an articulated and complex educational proposal and not only 

in its restrictive sense (defend from... absence of... information about... obstacle to... reach them before they…) i.e., not 

the imposition of external strictures but educating one’s heart and soul to choose the good and reject the bad, seems 

very timely in a phase of "epochal transition" filled with conflicts and contradictions like the one we are now living.  

This is especially so since the problems of environmental stress, family distress, and the alarming multiplicity of 

urgent needs of the various age groups among the young are today the prerogatives of the whole world of youth, 

spanning the entire developmental period: from childhood to pre-adolescence and from adolescence to young adult-

hood. If it is true that not all education is prevention, and not all prevention is education, it is also true that pre-

vention is a specific type of education and that every type of education also has objectives where prevention is con-

cerned. Preventing by educating and educating by preventing is not merely a slogan. There is a need for forward-

looking, creative, and passionate educators who are willing to take on the concerns of the young. 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/BM_17_en.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/BM_17_en.pdf
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Going Deeper 

What needs of the young are obvious in our area? What are the young really asking for and what true needs of theirs 

are being ignored by educational agencies and by the ecclesial community? 

 

Invocation 

Teach us, O Father of the Poor,  

to proclaim that the Kingdom of God 

is in the heart of every young person. 

Your untiring zeal for the salvation of souls  

is for us a model of an life lived  

marked by the Beatitudes 

with coherent faith, sincere loving-kindness, and profound humanity. 

Bibliography 

Braido P., Breve storia del «sistema preventivo», Roma, LAS 1993 

VOLUNTEERS WITH DON BOSCO (CDB) 

Pontifical Right Secular Institute of Men 

The Founder and the Motivation for the Founding 

In the second half of the 1980s, some young men in four countries -Italy, Malta, Paraguay, 

and Venezuela-, moved by the Holy Spirit, without knowing one another, expressed their 

desire to be consecrated to God in the world. Accompanied by three Salesian priests and a 

DBV, they began to explore this form of life. Then Rector Major, Fr. Egidio Viganò, informed of the 

path taken, recognized the gift of the Holy Spirit and encouraged them and their formators to go forward.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

He then called the four to Rome where they decided to give the official start to the group, "Volontari con Don 

Bosco," (CDB) on September 12, 1994, the feast of the Name of Mary. On the same occasion, the Constitutions were 

drawn up ad experimentum and the first Professions took place. On May 24, 1998, at the request of then Rector Ma-

jor, Fr. Juan Edmundo Vecchi, SDB, the Archbishop of Caracas, Cardinal Ignacio Antonio Velasco Garcìa, SDB, ap-

proved the Constitutions. Their membership in the Salesian Family was also recognised contemporaneously.  

Mission and Activities Today 

The CDB's identity can be summed up in three words: secularity, consecration, and Salesianity.  

From 1998 to the present day, the Volunteers With Don 

Bosco (CDB) have organised six General Assemblies, deep-

ening and defining their identity as Salesian secular conse-

crated persons, the mission, the contents and methods of 

formation, and the life of communion. 

As of September 12, 2018, there were 94 CDBs in 26 na-

tions - 57 of whom were committed through the profession 

of the Gospel Counsels of poverty, chastity, and obedience - 

while others were committed to the path of discernment or 

to the path of initial formation. The Volunteers With Don 

Bosco are happy men, loved in a special way by God Who 

consecrates them in the Church for the world. Attentive to 

the signs of the times, they want to be witnesses to God 

Who walks the streets of men and, for this reason, they 

make God’s passion for the world their own. 

- Sharing of practical and straightforward knowledge about the young in our area and about what is being offered 

to them at the present through education. 

- Do a group evaluation of how the various educational and pastoral agencies respond to the above using the Pre-

ventive System and also how they could respond to them (pointing out some action steps of a youth ministry 

plan now being carried out). 

S. F. Snippets 
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The whole life of the Volunteer is a mission: each one participates in the mission of the Church and is inserted into 

the world of work and in the various sectors of human activity with professionalism and competence. It is precisely 

in these realities that he experiences the encounter with God. In March 2012, the cause of beatification of a CDB 

Volunteer, Nino Baglieri (1951-2007), was launched. For 39 years, Nino lived the call to holiness in suffering the 

conditions of his particular illness, dedicating himself to the apostolate and to the witness of a man redeemed and 

loved by the Lord.  Official website of the CDB (Italian only) 
 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY (SIHM) 

Diocesan Right Institute of Women Religious  

The Founder and Motivation for the Founding 

The Sisters Servants of Immaculate Heart of Mary (SIHM) is a Congregation of Diocesan Right 

that was founded on Dec. 7, 1937 by Fr. Gaetano Pasotti SDB, Prefect Apostolic of Ratchaburi in 

Thailand. Fr. Pasotti was a Salesian missionary from Italy who served in China under the guid-

ance of St. Luigi Versiglia. On October 15, 1927, he led the first Salesian expedition to Thailand, 

then called Siam. He was consecrated Bishop on June 24, 1941.  

Several years earlier, Fr Pasotti wrote to the Congregation for the Propagation of Faith asking 

for their support in establishing a Religious Congregation composed of native women. He wanted 

to found a new Congregation from among the group of young women working in the kitchen of 

the Salesians, who had already had Christian formation. This new Congregation of Sisters, origi-

nally called “Auxiliatricum,” would take up the mission of apostolic care and evangelization of the 

poor of Ratchaburi. In 1971, the name of this Congregation was changed to the “Sisters Servants 

of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.” 

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

Bishop Pasotti enlisted the assistance of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians in founding the Congregation. 

with Sr. Antonietta Morellato, FMA, as the first Novice Mistress and Sr. Luigina di Giorgio, FMA, as the first Su-

perior General. In 1938, 7 young women began their novitiate. One year later, 6 of them made their First Profes-

sion. In 1949, the Constitutions of the new Congregation were approved. Bishop Pasotti offered these words: 

“Daughters, my wish for you is that all of you may be united to the Heart of Jesus. Be holy by living these Constitu-

tions.”  The Congregation was accepted as an Official Group of the Salesian Family on February 28, 1987, the Gold-

en Jubilee year of the Foundation of the Congregation. They just concluded their General Chapter XII in February. 
Mission and Activities Today 

The Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary are Religious who dedicate themselves to helping missionar-

ies in small centers or parishes and in the field of education. In 1997, the first two members were sent to Cambodia 

as missionaries in the Diocese of Battambang. 

Today, there are 91 members, including 7 temporary-professed Sisters, 4 novices, 2 postulants, and 5 aspirants. 

Their mission is carried out in schools and in parishes in different dioceses through: Youth Ministry in schools, and 

with drop-outs; Family ministry, Basic Christian Communities, Education and Faith-formation, Household pasto-

ral ministry - for their workers, Catechism – for the 

young and adults, Missionary Apostolate, Charitable 

works - for poor and abandoned, especially children and 

youth. 

In the year 2000, a lay group called the “Lay Servants of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary” was formed. These lat-

ter are Catholic teachers in their schools and workers in 

their houses. They have been formed gradually in the 

spirit of the Congregation. They collaborate with the 

Sisters in their mission, support them in the field of Re-

ligious Vocations, and serve as a bridge in their family 

apostolate. In 2012, the “SIHM Youth Leaders Group” 

was formed and in 2015, “SIHM Teacher Leaders 

Group” was formed.  Both groups are present in every 

school, animated by a youth committee. 

Be All to All - History of the Founding 

Volume II, Issue 3 

http://www.volontaricdb.org/index.php
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SIHM-Documents-Be-all-to-All.pdf


CATECHIST SISTERS OF MARY IMMACULATE HELP OF CHRISTIANS (SMI) 

Pontifical Right Institute of Women Religious 

The Founder and the Motivation for the Founding 

The Institute was founded on December 12, 1948, by Louis La Ravoire Morrow, 

SDB, a zealous missionary and renowned writer. He was born on December 24, 

1892, in Texas, USA. When Louis was five years old, the family moved to Mexico for 

business reasons where he eventually entered with the Salesians. During the vio-

lent Mexican Revolution Cleric Louis acted as Director of the Salesian Seminary. 

He was ordained a priest of the Salesians of Don Bosco in 1921 in Puebla, Mexico.  

From 1922 to 1939, he served as Secretary to the Apostolic Delegate to the Philippines where he organized the In-

ternational Eucharistic Congress in Manila in 1937. All throughout his priestly service, Fr. Morrow dedicated him-

self to the education, evangelization, and catechesis of the Church through the media. In 1939, he was ordained 

Bishop of Krishnagar, West Bengal, India, by Pope Pius XII in Rome. During his thirty years as bishop, he built up 

his exceedingly poor diocese on all fronts and rendered notable service to Krishnagar city. Upon taking charge of his 

diocese, he discussed with his priests his Pastoral Plan. They told him, “Our difficulty is to reach the women. We 

simply cannot meet them.” They clearly saw the necessity of educated women Religious; they prayed and hoped for 

Sisters to visit homes. He invited Sisters of various Congregations, but all were busy with their own institutions. 

Bishop Morrow was called to his eternal reward on August 31, 1987.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

After prayer and consultation, Bishop Morrow started a Congregation of consecrated women named after Mary Im-

maculate with St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus as Patroness. He prepared the Constitutions which the Holy See ap-

proved in 1954. As a devoted Son of Don Bosco, the Bishop passed on to his Sisters the Principles of the Preventive 

System for their life and Mission. He trained and supported his Catechists. He erected churches that were simple 

and catechetical. As a pioneer in the use of Audio-visuals, he built a vast theatre-hall and organized free shows for 

all castes and creeds on weekends to spread the Faith. The Holy Mass was his Number One Joy, and he promoted it. 

Mission and Activities Today 

The specific purposes of the Congregation are evangelization and catechesis, mainly through visiting homes in 

towns and villages proclaiming the Good News that Jesus came to lead all to the Father. They visit remote villages 

and conduct awareness programs for women, girls, and children. They work with women, girls, and children by pref-

erence. Their motto is: “To Love God and Help Others to Love Him.”  They also carry on this mission through pasto-

ral ministry, print media, and catechetical media.  They promote Small Christian Communities at the parish, dioce-

san, regional, and national levels and reach out to the needy through health centers. They run schools of various 

levels and kinds, especially boarding schools for poor girls, instilling in them love and respect for all God’s creation 

and to be responsible citizens. Their Legal Cell is active to rescue and rehabilitate those who had been trafficked 

and to provide legal aid to them, in collaboration with like-minded groups. 

They are 665 members living in 88 communities, serv-

ing the Church in India, Germany, Italy, Kenya, Tanza-

nia, and the USA (Leechburg, PA) through their five 

provinces and one delegation. They have 25 novices and 

120 pre-novices. On June 10, 1992, the Rector Major 

declared them official members in the Salesian Family. 
 

Visit the Sisters’ official website 
 

Read a biography of Bishop Morrow, SDB, online 
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Fr. Thomas Dunne, SDB, on pastoral visit to the Salesian 

Family in Midwest USA in 2017, poses with the CSMI then 

assigned to their House in Leechburg, PA. 

https://www.smiofbpmorrow.org/otherssay1.html
https://issuu.com/smiofbpmorrow/docs/biographyofthefounder?issuu_product=document_page&issuu_context=action&issuu_cta=like_publication
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Br. Joseph Tortorici, SDB 

1936-2020 

Sr. Amelia Callegarin, FMA 

1931-2020 

Sr. Gloria Machado, FMA 

1928-2020 
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Coming during 2020: 

SF Founders and Groups 

Living the Social Justice 

Doctrines of Our Church 

Educating like Don Bosco 

S. F. Snippets 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/263278647/saint-dominic-savio-paper-doll-set-color?ref=shop_home_active_12
https://www.comcenter.com/product/LIGU-822902/Saints-and-Me-John-Bosco/?item_group_id=PG_LIGU-822902

