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THE OCTOBER MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR  from the Salesian Bulletin 
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB 

to contemplate the outline of 

the façade that was going up, 

and then he looked around. 

With that glance of a dreamer 

and the decisiveness that was 

typical of him, he said to the 

priest who was accompanying 

him: “Here in the middle I 

would like to put a monument 

to Moses as he is striking the 

rock, and have gush from this 

rock a stream of water to be 

collected in a basin.” 

Today, there is a monument in 

the middle of the piazza.  It is 

not exactly what Don Bosco had 

imagined, but it expresses 

something even more. 

The symbol of Salesian ministry 

On September 10, 1911, the 

idea for a monument to Don 

Bosco on the anniversary of the 

first centennial of his birth ex-

ploded during the International 

Congress of the Past Pupils.  

Many persons from all over 

the world joined in the project 

immediately.  The municipali-

ty of Turin gave them the 

space and made a little contri-

bution.  A contest was held in 

which artists from all over the 

world participated.  The plan 

that was chosen was the one 

that sculptor Gaetano Cellini 

of Ravenna presented. 

Everything was ready, but the 

terrible First World War made 

them postpone the inaugura-

tion, which took place at last 

at 11:00 a.m., on May 23, 

1920, vigil of the feast of Mary 

Help of Christians. 

When the cloth cov-

ering the monument 

fell, the thousands 

of persons present 

broke into devoted 

and moving ap-

plause. 

Struck in bronze 

and placed atop a 

robust granite ped-

estal is an epic out-

line of Salesian min-

istry. 

On top, the meek, 

smiling figure of 

Don Bosco is sur-

rounded by a crowd 

of children who 

seem to dance 

around him.  Don 

Bosco makes a very 

expressive gesture 

which seems to say 

that he wants to lift up one of 

the children.  It is a magnifi-

cent symbol of his mission and 

that of the Congregation: the 

word to educate means, pre-

cisely “to pull up,” to elevate, 

 Oct. 1 - Opening of Extraordi-
nary Mission Month with 
Vespers in the Vatican 

 Oct. 5 - Sodality Marian Day, 
North Haledon and FMA As-
pirants’ Medal Ceremony, 
North Haledon 

 Oct. 9-15 - FMA Provincial 
Chapter, Newton, NJ 

 Oct. 10-13 - SSCC Delegate 
Gathering & Regional En-
counter, Puebla, Mexico 

 Nov. 2 - SF Day, Montreal 

 Nov. 7-10 - ADMA Interna-
tional Congress VIII, Buenos 
Aires: Register here 

 Nov. 9 - Province SF Council 
Meeting, Ramsey, NJ 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

“The Dance of the Bronze Children” 

My dear readers of 

the Salesian Bulletin, 

I greet you from Di-

mapur, Nagaland, in 

the Northeast of 

beautiful India, on the border 

with other nations.  Here the 

Salesian presence has sunk 

deep and most beautiful roots 

of great fidelity to Don Bosco. 

Indeed, while reflecting on the 

extraordinary scenes of wel-

come that I have experienced 

throughout the whole world, a 

symbol of love and gratitude 

comes to my mind: the monu-

ment to Don Bosco which his 

friends wanted to erect to him 

right in front of the Basilica of 

Mary Help of Christians.   

Within a few 

months, we will 

celebrate its hun-

dredth anniversary.  

It has worn well, 

and like a faithful 

guardian welcomes 

all who enter the 

motherhouse.  As 

often happens, we 

become so accus-

tomed to seeing it 

that perhaps we 

give it only a very 

quick glance and 

just keep going. 

To think that the 

idea of a monument 

in this piazza had 

come from the mind 

of Don Bosco him-

self!  One day, 

when they had already begun 

to construct the Basilica of 

Mary Help of Christians, while 

Don Bosco was crossing this 

piazza, which was then still 

but trampled earth, he stopped 

http://mariaauxiliadora2019.com.ar/
http://mariaauxiliadora2019.com.ar/
http://mariaauxiliadora2019.com.ar/argentina/resto-del-mundo/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SF-SAINTS-MAX-SIZE-POSTER-2018.jpg
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to make grow.  The tone is joyful, which is a certain characteristic of Salesian spirituality whereby the climate of friendship that ex-

ists between the educator and the youth is of great help for personal growth.  Within the tradition of St. Francis de Sales, growing in 

faith, even with a guide, would not be possible if there were no true friendship, communication, and reciprocal influence.  It is a 

friendship which reaches the heights of spiritual friendship.  The rapport between the Salesian formator and the young has to be 

imprinted with “the greatest cordiality,” because familiarity brings love, and love brings confidence.  The children look up at Don 

Bosco with trust because they are certain that they are loved. 

The mirror 

Below, a magnificent group represents humanity, bending to kiss a cross presented to it by Faith.  “In the beginning our Society was 

a simple catechism lesson,” stated Don Bosco.  This phrase brings us back to the origins and roots of the Salesian Congregation. 

From Don Bosco we learned that evangelizing passion for bringing every child, every person, 

to an encounter with Jesus.  On the two reliefs in the front can be seen, on the right, a moth-

er with a little boy in her arms who sends kisses up to Don Bosco, and on the left a poor leper 

who looks gratefully at his benefactor. 

On the two sides, two of the “holy loves” promoted by Don Bosco, the 

Eucharist and the Help of Christians, are fused in the idea of the 

mission ad gentes and in that of the family. 

“In the beginning our Society 
was a simple catechism lesson.” 

http://www.infoans.org/sezioni/galleria-fotografica/item/3246-torino-piazza-maria-ausiliatrice-e-monumento-a-don-bosco  

On the back portion, three bas-reliefs record 

how much the Salesians have done and are 

doing in the assistance of immigrants – both 

those of yesterday and those of today.   

I think of how many Salesian houses around 

the entire world have opened their doors for 

migrants of every age.  I think of the refugee 

camps and of the group homes. 

On the sides 

are pictured 

the Salesian 

technical and 

agricultural 

schools.  

As if by a mirror trick, directly behind the figure of Don Bosco, in the center of the façade of the Basilica, the statue of Jesus with the 

children stands out prominently.  “Let the children come to me, for to such as these, in fact, belongs the Kingdom of God”  (Mark 

10:14).  All around the world I have seen the sons of Don Bosco make Jesus’ words come true with unchanged passion.  That is why 

today new missionaries still depart from this place. 

Above all, I have felt the infinite gratitude of innumerable men and women for what they have received in Don Bosco’s name.  When-

ever I arrive in a Salesian house, in any nation of the world, it seems that I see again surrounding me that circle of children on the 

monument, with their joy fulfilled, something which I wish for every one of you.          Affectionately, Don Angel 

Each day, 

thousands of 

young peo-

ple enter our 

houses to 

become...  

“good Christians and upright citizens.” 

http://www.infoans.org/sezioni/galleria-fotografica/item/3246-torino-piazza-maria-ausiliatrice-e-monumento-a-don-bosco


from the 2017 Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis  

FOR THE CENTENARY OF THE PROMULGATION OF THE APOSTOLIC LETTER “MAXIMUM ILLUD”                          

ON THE ACTIVITY OF MISSIONARIES IN THE WORLD  

Two years ago, Pope Francis penned 

these words and addressed them to “my 

Venerable Brother Cardinal Fernando 

Filoni Prefect of the Congregation for the 

Evangelization of Peoples,” entrusting 

him with the mission to prepare for this 

year’s celebration of the “Extraordinary 

Mission Month 2019” and the November 

2019 one hundredth Anniversary of the 

promulgation of Maximum Illud.  

On 30 November 2019, we will celebrate 

the hundredth anniversary of the prom-

ulgation of the Apostolic Letter Maxi-

mum Illud with which Pope Benedict XV 

sought to give new impetus to the mis-

sionary task of proclaiming the Gospel. 

In 1919, in the wake of a tragic global 

conflict that he himself called a “useless 

slaughter,” the Pope recognized the need 

for a more evangelical approach to mis-

sionary work in the world, so that it 

would be purified of any colonial over-

tones and kept far away from the nation-

alistic and expansionistic aims that had 

proved so disastrous. “The Church of 

God is universal; she is not alien to any 

people,” he wrote, firmly calling for the 

rejection of any form of particular inter-

est, inasmuch as the proclamation and 

the love of the Lord Jesus, spread by 

holiness of one’s life and good works, are 

the sole purpose of missionary activity. 

Benedict XV thus laid special emphasis 

on the missio ad gentes, employing the 

concepts and language of the time, in an 

effort to revive, particularly among the 

clergy, a sense of duty towards the mis-

sions.  

That duty is a response to Jesus’ peren-

nial command to “go into the whole 

world and proclaim the Gospel to every 

creature” (Mk 16:15). Obeying this man-

date of the Lord is not an option for the 

Church: in the words of the Second Vati-

can Council, it is her “essential task,” for 

the Church is “missionary by nature.” ... 

 What Pope Benedict XV so greatly de-

sired almost a century ago, and the 

Council reiterated some fifty years ago, 

remains timely. Even now, as in the 

past, “the Church, sent by Christ to re-
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veal and to communicate the love of God 

to all men and nations, is aware that 

there still remains an enormous mission-

ary task for her to accomplish.” In this 

regard, Saint John Paul II noted that 

“the mission of Christ the Redeemer, 

which is entrusted to the Church, is still 

very far from completion,” and indeed, 

“an overall view of the human race shows 

that this mission is still only beginning 

and that we must commit ourselves 

wholeheartedly to its service.” As a re-

sult, in words that I would now draw 

once more to everyone’s attention, Saint 

John Paul exhorted the Church to under-

take a “renewed missionary commit-

ment,” in the conviction that missionary 

activity “renews the Church, revitalizes 

faith and Christian identity, and offers 

fresh enthusiasm and new incentive. 

Faith is strengthened when it is given to 

others! It is in commitment to the 

Church’s universal mission that the new 

evangelization of Christian peoples will 

find inspiration and support…” 

I am convinced that this challenge re-

mains as urgent as ever… 

In the light of this, accepting the pro-

posal of the Congregation for the Evange-

lization of Peoples, I hereby call for an 

Extraordinary Missionary Month to 

be celebrated in October 2019, with 

the aim of fostering an increased 

awareness of the missio ad gentes 

and taking up again with renewed 

fervor the missionary transformation 

of the Church’s life and pastoral ac-

tivity...  

From the Vatican, 22 October 2017  

XXIX Sunday of Ordinary Time  

Memorial of Saint John Paul II                      

World Mission Sunday   

In, With, and For the Church 

THE MEANING OF THE LOGO 

The CROSS is the instrument and the 

efficacious sign of the communion between 

God and humanity for the universality of 

our mission. The Cross is luminous, full of 

color, a sign of victory and resurrection. 

The world is transparent, because our 

action of evangelization has no barriers or 

boundaries; it is the fruit of the Holy Spir-

it. Christian charity and the world trans-

figured in the Spirit overcome distances 

and open the gaze of our mind and heart. 

The words BAPTIZED AND SENT, 

which accompany the image, indicate the 

two characteristics and inalienable ele-

ments of every Christian: baptism and 

proclamation.  

The colors of the Cross are those tradi-

tionally attributed to the five continents: 

red for America, green for Africa, white 

for Europe, yellow for Asia, and blue for 

Oceania.  recalls the blood of the 

American martyrs, seeds of a new life in 

the Christian faith. Red recalls the earth 

and all that is terrestrial.  is the 

color of Africa, of life, nature, and vegeta-

tion. It symbolizes growth, fertility, youth, 

and vitality. It is also the color of hope, 

one of the three theological virtues.  

is a symbol of joy, the beginning of new 

life in Christ. It is the challenge for an old 

Europe, that it might rediscover the evan-

gelizing force that it generated thanks to 

so many Churches and so many saints.          

is a color of light, which feeds on 

light by invoking the true Light. In Asia 

Jesus our light was born.  is the 

color of Oceania, of the water of life that 

quenches us and restores us along the 

path to God. It is also the color of our sky, 

a sign of God’s dwelling with us.  

White 

Green 

Red 

Blue 

Yellow 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the 
National Directors of the Pontifical Mission 

Societies, June 1st, 2018  

“We do not have a product to sell. It 
has nothing to do with proselytizing; 

we are not selling a product. We have 
a life to communicate: God, his divine 
life, his merciful love, his holiness!” 

http://www.october2019.va/en.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xv/en/apost_letters/documents/hf_ben-xv_apl_19191130_maximum-illud.html
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3 EVENTS WILL MARK THE DAYS OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MISSIONARY MONTH OCTOBER 2019  

 On Tuesday, October 1st at 6:00 p.m. in St. Peter's Papal Basilica in the Vatican, the Holy Father Francis will preside 

the celebration of Vespers which will be introduced by the Missionary Vigil and witnesses' testimonies beginning at 5:15 

p.m. The video can be found on the Vatican website. 

 On October 7th at 3:00 p.m., an international rosary will be held at the Basilica of Saint Mary Major led by H.E. Card. 

Fernando Filoni. The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and the Pontifical Mission Societies have invited Ra-

dio Maria to organize this event, which will have worldwide coverage, since it will be broadcast live on radio and video by 

almost 80 Radio Maria stations scattered throughout five continents. Volunteers and Radio Maria staff have been working 

for months to ensure the success of the event, which will be a source of many graces for each of us, for our families and for 

the whole world.  

 On Sunday, October 20th on World Mission Day at 10:30 a.m., Pope Francis will preside over the Eucharistic celebration 

in St. Peter's Square.  

CLICK HERE TO 
DOWNLOAD THE 

COMPLETE      
RESOURCE 

https://www.vaticannews.va/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Baptized-and-Sent-Prayer-Resources-2019.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Baptized-and-Sent-Prayer-Resources-2019.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Baptized-and-Sent-Prayer-Resources-2019.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Baptized-and-Sent-Prayer-Resources-2019.pdf
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Blessed Alberto Marvelli  

Alberto Marvelli was born at Ferrari on March 21, 1918, the second of seven brothers. When he moved to Rimi-

ni with the family he began to attend the Salesian Oratory there. Alberto was always available and became a 

catechist and leader. He loved to play all kinds of sports. Alberto took St Dominic Savio and Pier Giorgio Fras-

sati as his models. At 17 years of age, he wrote down his project of life in his diary; it would renew his life.  

Soon after joining the Oratory group for Catholic Action, Alberto became its parish president. He offered his 

service to the Church in Rimini as the diocesan vice president of Catholic Action. As an engineering student in 

Bologna, he remained faithful to daily Mass. After graduation in June 1942, Alberto worked with Fiat in Turin 

and did his military service in Trieste.  

During the Second World War, he was an apostle who served displaced persons and the poor. After the Allies 

arrived in Rimini, Alberto was appointed alderman in the Town Council. His worked in the department respon-

sible for rebuilding. He said, “The poor are on our doorstep. The others can wait.”  Alberto agreed to run as a candidate for the Christian 

Democrats. He was recognized as a committed Christian by everyone - even his Communist opponent supported his election. 

The local Bishop appointed Alberto president of Catholic graduates. His Marian and Eucharistic devotion truly were the supporting co-

lumns in his life: “What a new world opens up to me contemplating Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament,” he wrote in his diary. Each time I 

receive Holy Communion, each time Jesus in his divinity and humanity enters into me, in contact with my soul, it awakens holy ideas in 

me, a burning and consuming flame, but one that makes me so happy!” 

Alberto died when he was hit by an army truck on October 5, 1946. He was, as Don Bosco wanted, a good Christian and upright citizen, 

committed to the Church and society with a Salesian heart. As a young person, his motto was: “We go forward or we die.” Alberto Marve-

lli was beatified on September 5, 2004, at Loreto, Italy, by Pope John Paul II.  FEAST DAY: OCTOBER 5 

Saint Luigi Guanella  
Louis Guanella was born in Fraciscio di Campodolcino (Sondrio) on December 19, 1842. Louis was a person of 

solid character - firm, temperate, and with a spirit of sacrifice. He was always distinguished for a simple faith 

that was strengthened by popular piety. Louis was ordained a priest in 1866. Soon after, he was appointed 

parish priest at Savogno. As pastor, Louis dedicated himself to revitalizing Catholic Action and helping young 

people in their schooling.  

Louis was in contact with Don Bosco during this time. Fascinated by the Salesian charism, he tried to open a 

school for the young. When that school failed, Louis stayed with Don Bosco. In 1875, he became a Salesian. Don 

Bosco appointed Louis to be in charge of the “Saint Aloysius” Oratory in Turin, and soon after was appointed 

Rector of the “Dupraz” College in Trinità (Cuneo). After three years as a Salesian, Louis’ Bishop called him 

back to the diocese. Louis had no fear of defending young people and the poor even in front of the powerful and the politicians. 

Sent by the bishop to look after a hostel for poor elderly people, Louis founded a group of Ursulines whom he organized into a Congrega-

tion: the Daughters of Holy Mary of Providence. The new Congregation was dedicated to the education of youth, especially those who 

were poor and on the margins but, also, to support and be with poor elderly folk. With support from the bishop, he also founded a male 

branch: The Servants of Charity, with the same aims.  

His Congregations flourished in Italy, Switzerland, and the United States. In support of the dying he founded the Pia Unione del Transi-

to of Saint Joseph. He built various churches and works for emigrants and people on the margins. What he gained from his experience 

with Don Bosco was not only a love for the young that he carried with him all his life, but in particular, sacrifice and blind obedience to 

his superiors. He died at Como on October 24, 1925. He was beatified on October 25, 1964, by Paul VI.  FEAST DAY: OCTOBER 24 

Blessed Michael Rua, S.D.B. 
Michael Rua was born in Turin on June 9, 1837, the youngest of nine children, Michael came to the 

Oratory in 1852. One day Don Bosco told him: "We will go halves in everything." His future assign-

ments and roles bear this out quite pointedly. For 36 years, Michael was Don Bosco’s closest collabo-

rator in all stages of the development of the Salesian Congregation. He was professed in 1855 - the 

first one. He was the congregation’s first spiritual director at 22 years of age (1859). He was ordained 

one year later. Michael became the first director of the Mirabello High School at 26 years (1863-

1865). He served as Vicar of the Salesian Society and Valdocco (with its 700 pupils). In 1869, he be-

came administrator of the Letture Cattholiche (Catholic Readings) and was responsible for formation 

and personnel. In 1875, he became Director General of the Salesian Sisters and he accompanied Don Bosco on his journeys. In 1884, at 

the explicit request of the Founder, Pope Leo XIII named Michael Rua to succeed Don Bosco. He confirmed him as Rector Major in 1888.  

With the growth in the numbers of confreres and the development of the works, Michael sent Salesians all over the world (including to 

North America - to San Francisco, CA, in 1897), giving special attention to missionary expeditions. In his long journeys in Europe and 

the Middle East, he consoled and encouraged, always looking to the Founder: "Don Bosco said…Don Bosco did… Don Bosco wanted.” Fr. 

Rua was seen as the 'living Rule' because of his austere fidelity. However, he also displayed a fatherly spirit that was capable of great 

thoughtfulness, so much so that he was known as “a king of kindness.”  

Michael Rua was beatified by Pope Paul VI on October 29, 1972. In the beatification ceremony, Paul VI stated: "The Salesian Family 

owes its origin to Don Bosco, to Fr. Rua its continuation… he developed the Saint's example into a school, his Rule into a spirit, his holi-

ness into a model. He turned the spring into a river.” Michael Rua’s remains are venerated in the crypt of the Basilica of Mary Help of 

Christians in Valdocco.  FEAST DAY: OCTOBER 29 

https://youtu.be/Xqix44RnJVs
https://youtu.be/lJvofmGCjF0
https://youtu.be/KyheHiSpAuA
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Elijah Comini was born on May 7, 1910, at Calvenzano (Vergato), Bologna, Italy. At age 4, Elijah’s family moved to 

“Casetta” where they met a parish priest, Mons. Mellini, who had known Don Bosco in Turin. The pastor had high regard 

for Elijah because of his faith, goodness, and intellectual capacity. With Mons. Mellini’s recommendation, Elijah was sent 

to school with the Salesians in Finale Emilia where he eventually asked to be a Salesian. 

Elijah made his first religious profession as a Salesian in 1926. He completed his studies at Valsalice (Turin) and the Uni-

versity of Milan. On March 16, 1935, he was ordained a priest. His first priestly assignment was to the Salesian School at 

Chiari (Brescia) as teacher and educator in the hostel “Rota” and in the Salesian Aspirantate of Treviso (Bergamo). Elijah 

was known especially for the kindness that Don Bosco had shown. 

During the summer of 1944, Elijah returned to his native place to be with his homebound mother and to help the elderly parish priest. That area 

had become the epicenter of the war between the Allies and the Germans. For more than two months, Fr. Elijah and another heroic priest, Fr. 

Martin Capelli, served God and His people bravely, celebrating Holy Mass, preaching, teaching catechism, singing, visiting and comforting the 

refugees, and caring for the sick. He buried the dead, acted as a peace maker between the people, the Allies and the Germans, even at the risk of 

his own life. 

The parish church was filled with refugees in hiding when news came of another group of 69 people, some near death, who were being held hos-

tage by the SS after a battle with the partisans. Fr. Elijah and Fr. Martin, under enemy fire, set out with the holy oils. They were taken prisoners 

and sentenced to hard labor as spies. Eventually, Fr. Elijah was allowed to go free, but he refused to leave the others in the prison. He said, 

“Either all or none!” He preferred to remain with his companion prisoners and be of help to them. 

They were all unjustly condemned to death. When they were about to be shot on Sunday October 1, 1944, Fr. Elijah and Fr. Martin heard one 

another's confessions. Then Fr. Elijah gave absolution in a loud voice to the other hostages. His body was thrown into the Rhine.  

Servant of God Elijah Comini, S.D.B.  

Laura Meozzi was born in Florence, Italy, on January 5, 1873, to Alessandro and Angela Mazzoni. Her wealthy, noble 

family moved to Rome soon after. Here Laura finished her studies and went on to study medicine. Her spiritual director 

was a Salesian who invited her to leave wealth behind and respond to the Lord's call by working for poor girls.  After 

many nights spent in prayer, Laura became a Salesian Sister in 1898.  

She spent 23 years working in Italy, especially in Sicily, until 1921, when she was chosen to lead the first group of Sis-

ters sent to Poland. In 1922, Sr. Laura and five other Sisters traveled to Rozanystok to establish a House for war or-

phans. After putting the place in order, they took in 80 children, very poor and disorderly. They turned the place into 

one big happy family. One of the unfortunate little ones said: "I had a serious intestinal disorder and Mother Laura - 

everyone called her mateczka (a Polish nickname for “mom”) - looked after me as if I was her own daughter. She was like a mother to everyone but 

took special care of those who were the poorest and most in need.” Sr. Laura had a charity which came from her Salesian loving-kindness and 

from the simplicity of Mornese. The local inspector from the government was so impressed that he sent them another two hundred orphans. The 

Government and well-to-do families offered what was needed. 

From 1922-1940, Sr. Laura, first of all as a local superior and then as provincial, opened 9 works and formed 110 new Sisters. During the Second 

World War, the Italian Consulate invited her to go back to Italy. But she stayed in Poland, living at an orphanage in the forests at Sakiszki, 

dressed as a peasant woman. She led her Sisters through those years via secret letters written in the style of Mother Mazzarello. 

At the end of the war, when the new borders of Poland were defined, the Sisters and 104 children had to leave Vilnius to go to the 'new' Poland by 

special train, as she vowed to return the children to Poland and refused to leave any behind. There were partisans and unauthorized children 

hidden on board with their families. Sr. Laura ran the risk of being shot. She prayed incessantly and obtained the grace of safety from the Mother 

of God. In the “new” Poland, Mother opened a novitiate and another 12 Houses. Everyone had a new sense of energy and joy.  But Mother Laura 

now felt exhausted. With her Sisters around her and accompanied by the prayers of everyone, she died on August 30, 1951, at Pogrzebień. 

Venerable Laura Meozzi, FMA 

Constantine Vendrame was born in San Martino di Colle Umberto, in the province of Treviso, on August 27, 

1893. His parents, Pietro and Elena Fiori, taught him to love work, sacrifice, and especially the Lord. From his 

earliest years, Che was known for his intelligence and goodness. In 1913 he entered the Salesian novitiate in 

Ivrea. After his first experience in the Oratory at Chioggia, Constantine did his obligatory military service. In 

March 1929, he was ordained priest and, in October, received the missionary cross in the Basilica of Mary 

Help of Christians.  

At 31 years of age, Constantine left for India. As soon as he reached Shillong (in India’s Northeast), he dedi-

cated himself to learning the local language. In the space of five years, the parishes entrusted to his ministry 

grew enormously, the number of baptized increasing from 400 to 1449. Constantine often visited the villages. 

He spent time with the people and the children: he became one of them. Constantine would go into the homes of the poor and the sick, help them, 

speak to them, listen to their story and, after becoming their friend, tell them about Jesus’ life.  

He understood the importance of women in the culture of the Khasi. He set up a group of women, called “Apostles of the Khasi,” who catechized 

the poor and the children. Constantine used mass media to evangelize the villages. He showed filmettes on the life of Jesus. Many people came to 

these shows and asked to be baptized afterwards. Fr. Constantine stressed the formation of lay catechists who would evangelize the communities 

and who went with him on his journeys. Like a good Salesian, he set up festive oratories, educated hundreds of children, succeeding in going to 

their families, and broadening out the efforts of evangelization.  

Constantine brought Christianity to Hindus and Muslims alike. He was likened to Saint Francis Xavier or Saint Paul. He was very humble and a 

man of prayer: he always seemed to be in communion with God. Like Don Bosco, he had a filial devotion to Mary Help of Christians, whom he 

often spoke about. He also set up a group of young women as part of The “Legion of Mary,” who would visit and pray for the poor and the sick. He 

gave himself to Northeast India until his last breath. By then, he was worn to a frazzle like an old garment unable to be mended. He died a holy 

death on January 30, 1957, in the hospital in Dibrugarh. 

Servant of God Constantine Vendrame, S.D.B.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5DdYIRaCxk
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MHCA ESTABLISHES UNION OF FMA PAST PUPILS 
by Sr. Maryann Schaefer, Province Delegate to the FMA Past Pupils 

On September 8, at St. Joseph Provincial Center, Haledon, NJ, 24 past pupils 

of the Salesian Sisters from Puerto Rico, Haiti, Paterson, North Haledon, 

Elmwood Park, and Columbia to "birth" the Union of Mary Help of Chris-

tians.  Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB, and Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA, Province Dele-

gates to the Salesian Family, and Sr. Teresa Gutierrez, Past Pupil Delegate for 

Miami, was also present.  The past pupils committed themselves to Our Lady 

Help of Christians as they pledged to uphold the dignity of the woman, life and 

poor children, especially those most in need.  Twelve members were not pre-

sent due to family commitments or because they were out-of-State.  Fr. Tom 

blessed their pins and Sr. Teresa and Sr. Denise presented the pin and Stat-

utes of the worldwide federation.  Sr. Maryann Schaefer read the names of all 

the members.  Afterwards, the past pupils and the family members present 

joined the Sisters of the Provincial Center in fellowship, with a potluck supper.  

SDB SALESIAN FAMILY DELEGATES MEET 
by Fr. Thomas Dunne, SDB, Province Delegate to the Salesian Family       

September 2019 in Rome was a significant moment for the 

SDB Delegates for the Salesian Family throughout the 

world. The Salesian Family Secretariat, under the leader-

ship of Fr. Eusebio Muñoz, S.D.B., gathered the province 

delegates for the Salesian Family in two language groups 

(Romance and English languages).   

Fr. Joe Farias, S.D.B. and I represented the Salesian Family 

in Canada and the United States at the meetings for English

-speakers. We were joined by 43 other SDBs who represent-

ed Salesian provinces from Northern Europe, Asia, South 

East Asia, and Oceania. Using the English language was, for 

most of us, a great benefit in terms of communication and 

sharing resources.  

The Salesian Family team in Rome worked very hard to provide the best formative experience for the province delegates. The animat-

ing team, led by Fr. Muñoz, included Fr. Jayapalan Raphael, delegate for the Past Pupils of Don Bosco, Fr. Pierluigi Cameroni, spiritu-

al animator of the Association of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA), Fr. Joan Lluis Playà, spiritual assistant for the Don Bosco Volun-

teers (DBVs) and Volunteers with Don Bosco (CDBs), and Fr. Giuseppe Casti, world delegate for the Salesian Cooperators.  

Fr. Muñoz began the meeting with an excellent description of six emerging realities as they relate to the Salesian Family: 1. Laity in 

the Church; 2. Increase in the number of groups within the Salesian Family; 3. The Salesian Movement; 4. The Centrality of charism in 

the Salesian Family Groups; 5. The Importance of unity in the Salesian Family.   

The Salesian Family team offered some timely formation and resources during sessions on the Salesian Family Charter, the Salesian 

Family Committee (Consulta), the Salesian Movement, and the role description of the Delegate for the Salesian Family.  Each of the 

major Groups within the Family offered updates on the state of development and future hopes for the Salesian Family and their group: 

Antonio Boccia, coordinator of the Salesian Cooperators; Michal Hort of the Past Pupils; Renato Valera of ADMA; Fr. Joan Lluis Playà 

for the Don Bosco Volunteers (VDB) and the Volunteers with Don Bosco (CDB). All of us deeply appreciated the team’s efforts in help-

ing us understand various aspects of our ministry with lay people in the Salesian Family. 

Renato Cursi, Salesian Cooperator, currently executive secretary of Don Bosco International, was effective in his sharing on the life and 

ministry of lay people in the Church and Don Bosco’s Family. Emma Ceccarelli and Tullio Lucca shared on the reality of family life and 

family ministry for Don Bosco’s followers in the Church.     

We Delegates for the Salesian Family were challenged to be the bridge between the Salesian Family Groups and the ministries offered 

in the areas of SDB Formation and Salesian Youth Ministry. All the members of the Salesian Family (including SDB and FMA) are 

called to enter into a communion of holiness and mission in the name of Don Bosco. We were challenged to help bring all segments of 

the Salesian Family (consecrated and not) together in the way that we offer our members formation and orient them to the fulfillment 

of Don Bosco’s mission on behalf of youth most in need and their families. 

A highlight for this gathering was the encounter we had with Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, Rector Major, and Tenth Successor of Don 

Bosco. We visited with Fr. Angel just after an inspiring moment of prayer and reflection in Don Bosco’s rooms at Sacred Heart Basilica 

in Rome. The Rector Major injected great energy into our meetings. He challenged us to put the Salesian Family at the heart of our 

consecration, communion, and mission as Don Bosco’s followers. He urged us to live the Salesian Family Charter as consecrated Reli-

gious and as Salesian Family Delegates. He urged us to revisit the deliberations of General Chapter 24 (the forgotten Chapter) to enter 

more fully into the spirit and practice of Don Bosco in calling together “a vast movement of people” who would take up his mission with 

the poorest young people and their families.  

The meeting ended its four-day program with a session on planning for animating, forming, and strengthening the Salesian Family in 

our home provinces and throughout the world. We left this Salesian Family Delegate meeting grateful to God and Mary Help of Chris-

tians for bringing us to Don Bosco and his world-wide Salesian Family! 

https://youtu.be/cggR8SjAtGs
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Sr. Stella 

Tafoya, FMA, 

Requiescat in 

pace 

Our Family Album 

North America FMA young women in formation receive their medals and 

begin their Postulancy 

Above: Groundbreaking for the 

new chapel at MHCA, N. Haledon 

Below: The Salesian Family 

assembled for the ceremony 

Sr. Rachel and Sr. Boram on Tamron Hall                                 

sharing about their vocational call 

https://www.tamronhallshow.com/videos/millennial-nuns-share-their-journeys-to-becoming-sisters/
https://youtu.be/YjP78C2HKd4

