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We are a Family all 
belonging to Mary. 

THE OCTOBER MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR  from the Salesian Bulletin 
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB 

Oratory. It was here, in this 

humble and simple place, 

that his precious work 

began. In this, he followed 

the example of Our Lord 

who was born in a stable, in 

the greatest poverty, and 

with the sole protection of 

the loving arms of his 

Mother, Mary of Nazareth, 

and of her humble spouse, 

St.  Joseph. 

Today as Yesterday 

In just a few days, October 2

-4, 2020, we will celebrate 

with the public the 

realization of a “dream”, a 

beautiful dream, of making 

the Pinardi property a place 

that “speaks”. What has 

taken place in transforming 

this space is much more 

than the mere remodeling of 

walls and rooms. A dream 

has come to life: The dream 

of turning the site of the 

first Salesian Oratory, 

Valdocco, into a space, a 

place, and a playground 

that speak of the Salesian 

charism.  

Here is the place – the 

Pinardi House – where 

those first orphans who 

knocked on the door of 

M a m m a  M a r g a r e t ' s 

kitchen were welcomed and 

where the Salesian 

Congregation was born. It 

is a place rich in our 

charism and brimming 

with life.  

 Oct. 4 - New Encyclical: Fratelli 
Tutti 

 Oct. 5 - Bl. Alberto Marvelli, 
Salesian Past Pupil 

 Oct. 8 - Virtual Meeting with 
Don Lluis Playa, SDB, World 
Delegate to the Salesian Family, 
1PM ET (open to all SF) 

 Oct. 12 - Thanksgiving: Canada  

 Oct. 13 - Bl. Alessandrina da 
Costa, Salesian Cooperator 

 Oct. 24 - St. Luigi Guanella, 
Founder, Servants of Charity 

 Oct. 29 - Bl. Michael Rua, SDB 

 Nov. 5 - Mass for all deceased 
benefactors & members of SF 
(in SDB Houses) 

 Nov. 15 - Virtual Meeting with 
Don Angel, 1 PM ET(open to SF) 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

“From Valdocco to the Whole World” 

Dear Friends, 

It all began 

more than one 

hundred sixty 

years ago 

when a small 

band of young men and 

boys who loved their 

educator, Don Bosco, made 

the commitment to give life 

to a 'Society' - the “Pious 

Society of Saint Francis de 

Sales”. Out of this first 

small group grew a new 

Religious Order, today 

called the “Salesians of 

Don Bosco”. 

Prior to the gathering of 

that small band, Don Bosco 

had arrived at the 

"Pinardi" property and 

shed. He rented its two 

pieces of land to begin the 

first permanent Salesian 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/32-SF-GROUPS-TREE-OCT-2019.png
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Today the invitation is made to 

everyone: Come! Get to know 

Valdocco .  Browse  around. 

Experience this place. Be still and 

listen to what the “walls are 

saying” because “at Valdocco, 

everything speaks”. 

Come to this house where 

hundreds of young men and boys 

and dozens of Salesians lived 

alongside Don Bosco and became a 

true family in a home that was a 

“school of sanctity”.  

Get to know this place that has 

continued welcoming hundreds and 

hundreds of young people, 

changing their lives by the life 

experienced here, helping them 

become "good Christians and 

upright citizens." 

Browse around this space that 

saw, just like the little seed that is 

spoken of in the Gospel, the first 

sprout of what would become a 

lush, green, and healthy tree that 

today spreads its branches over the 

entire world: Don Bosco’s Salesian 

Family. 

Experience this home which 

witnessed how a young priest full 

of evangelizing and educational 

passion inspired that band of his 

boys with enthusiasm and zeal to 

continue his dream: the first 

Salesians. It is they who gave 

continuity to the Congregation, 

who succeeded Don Bosco, and who 

made his missionary dream come 

true, first in Patagonia, then in 

much of the Americas, and today in 

134 nations. 

Be still and listen in this house and 

this courtyard (once Mamma 

Margarita's garden). Here there was 

life and joy, mingled with difficulties 

and hunger, where everyone desired 

to become a saint. From these few 

square yards of land, there have 

come 13 who have been declared 

Venerable, Blessed, or Saint. They 

grew up here, allowing the Spirit to 

sow in them the seed of 'sanctity 

lived in Valdocco'. Our Beloved Don 

Bosco was a master in the art of 

proposing lofty and beautiful ideals 

to his boys. 

Here - on this Pinardi property - 

Don Bosco, Mamma Margaret, 

Dominic Savio, Michael Rua, Philip 

Rinaldi, Luigi Variara, and Leonard 

Murialdo lived, walked, worked, 

prayed, and played, to name but a 

mere few. Numerous others walked 

these grounds – so numerous that 

this house and courtyard had to be 

expanded. Larger churches were 

necessary because the boys soon 

numbered 500. They quickly 

outgrew the smaller churches: the 

tiny Pinardi Shed Chapel and the 

Church of Saint Francis de Sales. 

On this land they walked a path of 

sanctity. At the end of this path we 

stand in the shadow of the beautiful 

Basilica of Mary Help of Christians 

under the protection of Our 

Heavenly Mother who covers all of 

Valdocco with her mantle. 

This house that we present to 

everyone today to be visited and 

known is and will be a very 

meaningful experience for everyone:  

 from tourists who do not know 

anything about the Salesian world. 

These will realize that something 

great arose from nothing in this 

place, even if they should gain but a 

superficial understanding, 

    to those who know, love, live, 

and have our charism in their 

hearts. These will touch with their 

hands, see with their eyes, and 

know in their hearts how God 

brought forth from within these 

walls something very beautiful for 

the young people of the world. 

Today, these walls wherein the 

Salesian charism was born and 

matured, and from which it spread 

into the whole world, have been 

cared for and preserved so as to 

remain a place of universal heritage 

throughout time. 

From this house, these churches, 

and this playground Don Bosco will 

continue to reach the whole world. 

From all over the world people will 

come to Valdocco to meet the Lord 

who has done great things, together 

with Our Mother, Mary Help of 

Christians, because “it is She who 

has done everything” and who 

continues “to do everything” - in 

union with Don Bosco, Mamma 

Margherita, and so many others. 

The spirit of Valdocco is still very 

much alive! 

We offer you far more than just 

beautiful walls... We offer you far 

more than just a museum... We offer 

you far more than just works of 

art... We offer you far more than 

just historical memories... We 

intend to offer you pleasant 

friendship, encounters, and visits 

that will touch your heart and your 

life as you gaze upon these places 

sanctified by those who walked 

them.  

From Valdocco to the whole world. 

Be well! Don Angel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUJQuL1EHaE&ab_channel=MuseoCasadonBosco
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Fratelli tutti is the title Pope Francis 

has chosen for his new encyclical – 

dedicated, as we read in the subtitle, 

to “fraternity” and “social friend-

ship”. The original Italian title will 

be used, without being translated, in 

all the languages in which the docu-

ment is published, due to be released 

on October 4, Feast of St. Francis of 

Assisi. The first words of the new 

“circular letter” (this is the meaning 

of the word “encyclical”) come from 

the great Saint of Assisi, whose 

name Pope Francis chose.  

On 27 March, at the height of the 

pandemic, the Bishop of Rome 

prayed for the salvation of all in an 

empty Saint Peter's Square, in the 

pouring rain, accompanied only by 

the sorrowful gaze of the Crucifix of 

St. Marcellus and the loving gaze of 

Mary,  Salus Populi  Roma-

ni, protector, health or salvation of 

the Roman People. 

“In this storm,” Pope Francis said, 

“the façade of those stereotypes with 

which we camouflaged our egos, al-

ways worrying about our image, has 

fallen away, uncovering once more 

that (blessed) common belonging, of 

which we cannot be deprived: our 

belonging as brothers and sis-

ters.” ... 

The relationship must be expressed 

through kind deeds, forms of assis-

tance, works of justice and generous 

action in times of need – a disinter-

ested affection towards other human 

beings, regardless of any difference 

or affiliation. For this reason, all 

readers should be able to under-

stand the title Fratelli tutti with the 

absolutely inclusive connotation that 

is intended.  

excerpt from an original article in 

“Vatican News” by Andrea Tornielli  

OCTOBER 4: FRATELLI TUTTI 

The beatifica-

tion of 15-year

-old Italian 

y o u n g s t e r 

Carlo Acutis 

on 10 October 

2020 in Assisi 

is fast ap-

p r o a c h i n g . 

Born in London on 3 May 1991 he 

died of leukemia on 12 October 2006. 

He spent all his school life in Milan. 

Carlo was best known for document-

ing Eucharistic miracles around the 

world and cataloguing them all on a 

website that he himself created in 

the months before his death from 

leukemia, but he started the 

'collection' of the Eucharistic mira-

cles site when he was 11. The Eu-

charistic website is available today 

in 18 languages, including Asian 

ones. 

He was good at soccer, but especially 

passionate as a digital native and a 

fervent but delicate apostle of his 

peers. Acutis was worried about 

those friends of his whose parents 

were divorcing and so he would in-

vite these friends to his home to sup-

port them. He defended the rights of 

the disabled and defended disabled 

peers at school when bullies mocked 

them. He loved travelling but loved 

to visit Assisi more than any other... 

“Carlo was well aware that the 

whole apparatus of communications, 

advertising and social networking 

can be used to lull us, to make us 

addicted to consumerism and buying 

the latest thing on the market, ob-

sessed with our free time, caught up 

in negativity. Yet he knew how to 

use the new communications tech-

nology to transmit the Gospel, to 

communicate values and beau-

ty.” (Christus Vivit, no. 105.) 

OCTOBER 10: CARLO ACUTIS OCT. 5: BL. ALBERTO MARVELLI 

This October 5 marks the opening of 

a year to celebrate the 75th anniver-

sary of the death of Alberto Marvelli. 

On September 5, 2004, at Loreto, Ita-

ly, Pope John Paul II beatified a 

young Italian layman, Albert Mar-

velli. In spite of his short lifetime of 

only 28 years, he was a hero of Chris-

tian charity. The Pope said of him, 

“He has shown how, in changing 

times and situations, Christian lay-

men are able to devote themselves 

unreservedly to building God’s king-

dom in family, work, culture, and 

politics, taking the Gospel into the 

heart of society.” The Church is offer-

ing him as a pattern of sanctity in 

daily life for young Christians in the 

21st century. 

Albert was born at Ferrara on March 

21, 1918, the second of seven chil-

dren. From his boyhood, Albert lived 

his faith ardently and prayerfully in 

his daily duties of study and work, in 

church, and in his social life. The 

poor and the suffering were the spe-

cial objects of his apostolate. He 

learned that from his parents. Alt-

hough the family was not well off, 

they taught their children to be 

thrifty so they would be able to give 

away what they did not use.  

He made Pier Giorgio Frassati (1901-

1925, beatified 1990) his model. In 

high school he joined the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society. At age 15 he began 

to keep a diary, which reveals his 

ideals; for example: “We must love 

our fellow creatures with the sweat 

of our brow and the work of our 

arms.” He became increasingly aware 

of his call to holiness. He read the 

lives of the saints and deepened his 

prayer life, centered on the Eucharist 

and the Blessed Virgin. Totally Cath-

olic, he made his program “Jesus, the 

Church, and the Pope.”  

http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/index.html
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/index.html
http://www.carloacutis.com/en/association
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SERVING THE YOUNG, THE POOR, AND FAMILIES IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC: HOW ? 

Click here to read or hear the thoughts of the young, of a Cooperator, of a General Councilor,                  

and of the Holy Father to help generate ideas + some prayer aids 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1a1TRha_Y6MYBEC0VgtmIIOml8bYQQEhd?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=389&v=fy-nQYIUNNU&feature=emb_logo
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The Motivation for the Founding 

The Congregation of the “Sisters Announcers of the Lord” was founded 

by Bishop Luigi Versiglia, SDB, in 1930 with the purposes of helping 

the mission work in Shaoguan as well as devoting themselves to the 

education of the young. Bishop Versiglia was born on June 5, 1873, in 

Italy and was a faithful follower of St. John Bosco. He was the first     

Salesian to go to China and the first to be martyred in the Salesian Congregation. The 

“Sisters Announcers of the Lord” were recognized by the Congregation for the Doctrine of 

the Faith in Rome in 1936. In the same year, the novitiate was opened.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

The Motherhouse was first situated in Shiu Chow. There were thirty professed Sisters at the time of the Com-

munist occupation. When the Communist Government would not allow the Sisters to carry on their mission, the 

novices and postulants were sent home and the Sisters were scattered across the country. A few were sent to do 

farm work while others were sent to different towns to wait for the chance to escape. All of the Sisters proved very 

faithful and courageous during the time of trial. Eventually 10 arrived in Canton and took up jobs as helpers and 

grocers, as well as other types of work. In 1953, eight of them were given a passport by the Central People’s Gov-

ernment of the People’s Republic of China and they arrived in Hong Kong. With even greater zeal, they started 

their work once again amidst difficulties. Bishop Bianchi of Hong Kong was very kind to the refugee Sisters. He 

invited them to teach in Mother of Mercy Primary School. The new ministry of teaching and helping the parish 

brought great joy to them. Over the years, the Sisters Announcers of the Lord went beyond parish ministry and 

teaching in missionary settings to founding their own primary and secondary schools in Kowloon, Tai Pei, Ngau 

Tau Kok, and Hong Kong. They continued to work in pastoral outreach in parishes at the same time. 

Mission and Activities Today 

There are nineteen professed Sisters - twelve in Hong Kong; one 

in Calgary, Canada; and seven in Shaoguan, Canton, China. 

The Motherhouse is now located in Kowloon, Hong Kong. Be-

sides educating young girls in primary and secondary schools, 

the Sisters also assist priests in different parishes to preach the 

good news. They run one primary school and two secondary 

schools in Hong Kong. The Congregation was accepted as a 

member of the Salesian Family on July 28, 2005. The sisters 

share the Salesian charism transmitted by their Founder who 

was a Salesian Missionary and also the first Salesian martyr. The Sisters Announcers of the Lord has always re-

ceived - and still receive - spiritual direction from the Salesian con-

freres and practices the Preventive System of Don Bosco in its educa-

tional mission for young people. They participate in all major events 

of the Salesian Family - celebrations, liturgies, study days, and edu-

cational and pastoral ministry organized by the Salesian Family 

Council. The Sisters collaborate in the pastoral plan of Shitan 

(mainland China) together with the FMA and the SDB with an excel-

lent apostolic spirit. The Congregation is now quite small in size. 

However, there seems to be signs of hope to have more vocations from 

China. It is hoped that with the help of God, it will thrive and flour-

ish in the future so that the Kingdom of God may be known to all.  

SF Groups Incarnate Social Justice 

SISTERS ANNOUNCERS OF THE LORD (SAL) 

Diocesan Right Institute of Women Religious 

founded by St. Luigi Versiglia, SDB  
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The Motivation for the Founding 

In 1973, when Fr. Joseph D’Souza, SDB, was the Vocation Director 

of the Diocese of Krishnagar, a few older girls who wanted neither to 

become Religious Sisters nor to get married approached him and 

expressed their desire to consecrate themselves to serve the Lord’s 

people. They were staying with their families while working at their own jobs. He proposed to 

them a Secular Institute. They took up the idea and started gathering them periodically for times 

of recollection, spiritual direction and ongoing formation. Soon their number grew to sixteen. In 1979, when Fr. Joe 

was transferred to the Parish of Jokbahla in the Raigarh Diocese, the vision for the Disciples found a more fertile 

field in this large parish with its 60 villages spread over a very large area and with a large Catholic community of 

deep faith but living in inaccessible conditions. His proposal to the young people was well-received there and many 

responded to it.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

The Congregation of the “Disciples” was founded by Fr. Joseph D’Souza, 

SDB, in the Krishnagar Diocese in 1973 as a new form of Consecrated 

Life with Sisters, Brothers and Deacons. In 1983, a few young men, see-

ing the work of the Sister Disciples, were inspired to join the Institute as 

Brothers and Deacons. They were accepted and were sent out, alone or 

two-by-two to help the parishes to serve as evangelizers, catechists, aca-

demic teachers, hostel guardians, or administrators. In 1992, the Bishop 

of Krishnagar, Lukas Sirkar, SDB, having been associated with the Dis-

ciples from its initial stages, approved and erected the Disciples as a Pi-

ous Association in his diocese. In April 2000, the Bishop of Ambikapur, 

Patras Minj, SJ, approved the association as a Public Association of the 

Faithful along with its rules. During the following years, Fr. Joe defined the identity of Disciples more clearly, fo-

cusing more concretely on the charism and the spirit of the Association, tracing out a simple rule of life, and devel-

oping a spirituality adapted to the members’ requirements and the needs of the particular region where they work, 

and according to the religious and socio-economic context of the country. He organized and animated over 415 

members in 184 centers in 51 dioceses of India and abroad. Fr. Joe’s aim was that the vision of his new association 

be accepted and the Institute be established with fire and zeal, thus ensuring the growth and stability of the char-

ism. On October 5, 2016, the Congregation for Consecrated Life in Vatican accepted the Institute as a new form of 

Consecrated Life.  

Mission and Activities Today 

The Congregation has adopted Mary Help of Christians as its Chief Patroness. They accepted St. John Bosco and 

St. Francis de Sales as models of loving kindness and the Preventive System. The Institute follows Don Bosco’s 

System and Method. In imitation of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Don Bosco based his educational pastoral care on 

reason, religion and loving-kindness. He lived and walked with the 

young. The Disciples were welcomed in the Province of New Delhi in 

1998 and were accepted by the Rector Major as a “Group of the Salesian 

Family” on January 21, 2009. The Salesian Preventive System, based 

on reason, religion and loving-kindness, both practiced and taught by 

Don Bosco and the Salesians, is their inspiration and method in follow-

ing the Good Shepherd. Presently, there are 350 Sisters and 65 Broth-

ers in 42 dioceses in India, 8 dioceses in Italy and 1 diocese in Peru. In 

response to the needs of the Church, the Institute intends to remove 

the Sisters gradually from schools, hostels and administration and 

place them in places where they can carry out direct evangelization.  

DISCIPLES (DISC) 

Diocesan Right Secular Institute 

founded by Fr. Joseph D’Souza, SDB 
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TO BELIEVE 

harmoniously integrating education with spirituality 

With Don Bosco's Heart 

Don Bosco's life presents itself to us as being motivated by a unifying, almost violent, tireless, exciting, and obses-

sive tension that seeks to employ all available energies, even to the point of exhaustion: the salvation of the young. 

The following quotes from these volumes of The Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco illustrate this magnifi-

cently well: 

"I promised God that until my dying breath I would dedicate myself entirely to my poor boys." (XVIII, p. 216) "I do 

not hesitate to take a risk in projects which may benefit endangered youth or help lead souls to God." (XIV, p. 536) 

"I feel much more at home with you; this is really where I belong." (IV, p. 455) 

Reflection 

The Preventive System, in the depths of its very soul, is a spirituality and is, therefore, something that must be 

experienced and cannot be turned into a simple formula. Such a spirituality is incarnated in the very way one edu-

cates – freed from being interpreted either as “angelic disembodiment” or as “pure” social work detached from the 

spiritual-religious realm. Therefore, an educator who wants to establish a line of pedagogical intervention on the 

basis of the Preventive System must trace a path that leads to a proposal of profound faith, first of all, in his/her 

own life and, as a consequence, in the life of his/her pupils. 

So as to live a youth spirituality that takes into account fidelity to Don Bosco – and not get lost in a “spiritual ad-

venture,” while at the same time respecting the needs of the “newness” that comes from today’s society and the 

Second Vatican Council – it seems important that we follow certain paths: 

a) We must grasp the sense of anguish and insecurity that new religious questions pose to today's young people  in 

whom religious interest appears, on the surface, to be dormant. They have difficulty connecting their religious 

thirst with contemporary society for such a pursuit is constantly discouraged. Still, a traditional and sacral faith is 

actually not enough for them since it no longer has the religious, environmental, and psychological supports of the 

past; 

b) We must respond to such religious questions, including the desire for liberation and for the advancement of per-

sons and of human society, so that religion becomes the "meaningful system" and not just one more possibility 

among many within the context of a pluralistic society. Rather, our Faith must become the definitive and all-

encompassing force in which 

Christ is truly at the center – 

He who is the Man for others 

and for the Father. He is the 

blueprint for the “new man” 

who judges all other 

“blueprints” by putting them 

into proper perspective in a 

radical way. 

c) We must enter into the reali-

ty of the young based on a 

plan. Many young people are 

in crisis because they have no 

prospects or plans, focused as 

they are on what is merely im-

mediate. God has a plan for 

man and for history – it was 

carried out by Jesus Christ 

and is definitive – which we 

must announce and to which 

Strenna 2020 
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we must bear collective witness, as a community, so as to recreate trust and hope. It is a plan incarnated in history 

– one which is, itself, the corpus of that plan. 

d) We must have the courage to put forth Christianity in the common search for truth. Our proposal must be serious 

and concrete, capable of making the moment of impact with it so demanding that it is either entirely rejected or 

entirely chosen. This courageous proposal must be combined with offering the skills necessary for reasoning abili-

ties that help one to evaluate critically each proposed possibility. 

e) We must live our Christianity by centering well on the fundamental nucleus – Jesus Christ – for it is He who re-

veals the meaning of life and of history. He is the prophet of the new heavens and the new earth. Rediscovering 

Christ as the Ultimate can perhaps be made possible through nourishing experiences of an intense prayer life, giv-

ing the Eucharist the place it deserves, emphasizing conversion-penance, and instilling that understanding of the 

Cross as a way to self-realization through giving service out of a love that requires a continual decentralization of 

the ego.  This kind of love proves that it is necessary to die to help others live, by loving freely and universally. 

Such a profound spirituality arises only in an atmosphere of intense freedom and responsibility. 

Going Deeper

 

Invocation 

Come, O Holy Spirit, 

Illumine our path with the light of Truth. 

Grant that we confess with ardent faith 

Jesus Christ as Our Lord and Redeemer, 

He who died and rose for us, 

He is the One who always comes to us. 

He is the Gospel of God's charity to man, 

of fraternal communion, and of boundless love. 

He is the new shoot,  

which has blossomed in the furrows of history: 

from Him alone can true renewal 

of the Church and of society mature. 

Come, O Holy Spirit,  

and renew the face of the earth. 

(John Paul II) 

Bibliography  

Groppo G., Vita sacramentale…, in AA.VV., Il Sistema preventivo tra pedagogia antica e nuova, LDC, 1974. 

 The key to everything lies in the Incarnation. Just as Jesus lived His life by organizing it around the Father 

and the Kingdom, so, too, must we if we want to reconstruct the Christian experience - faith and religion. We 

must rethink it, beginning from God the Father (the Source of all fatherhood) and the Kingdom of life (i.e., 

starting from the most humble and poor – from the young). This is a double "pro-vocation" for everyone to take 

the focus off him/herself so as to be concerned about others. It will be thus that the Christian experience will be 

able to include vocations and multiple ways of responding to the world so that everyone will freely accept the 

challenge of love and faith that God has placed in him/her. 

 The Second Vatican Council has created a new image of the Church to which our spirituality demands fidelity. 

Remembering that Don Bosco's first oratory was mainly for young people who did not have a parish”, what 

should we do for young people who do not belong to a parish or do not want to belong to one? 

STRENNA 2021 POSTER :FULL SET:  

Available in multiple languages and different sizes: 

 :ENGLISH:  :FRENCH:  :ITALIAN:  :POLISH:  :PORTUGUESE:  :SPANISH:  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/albums/72157716158807771/with/50392691323/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/50392691323/in/album-72157716158807771/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/50392690993/in/album-72157716158807771/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/50392690708/in/album-72157716158807771/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/50393377826/in/album-72157716158807771/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/50392690178/in/album-72157716158807771/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130162259@N04/50393377281/in/album-72157716158807771/
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It is with a grateful heart that we remembered the tenth anniversary of the arrival of the Relic of St. John Bosco 

and the visit of the Very Rv. Mother Yvonne Reungoat. Both were a gift of Our Lady, Mary Help of Christians, to 

our Community but especially to the Salesian Family.  

We had many activities in preparation for both visits. It was then that Sister Teresa Gutierrez organized the first 

of three Salesian Congresses in Miami.  It was a difficult task, but with the help of Our Lady, Mary Help of Chris-

tians, she was able to unite the Salesian Family (Past Pupils, Salesian Cooperators, ADMA, and Damas Salesi-

anas), into a working unit. This was the first of many projects we were able to have thanks to Sister Teresa's con-

stancy and dedication. We would like to express our gratitude to all the things she did for us. Please, Sister Tere-

sa, be assured of our prayers and good wishes in all your new endeavors. 

We would like to welcome Sr. Suzanne Dauwalter as our new local Delegate to the Salesian Family 

of South Florida. We are looking forward to working with Sister Suzanne who brings to us her zeal, 

enthusiasm, and guidance 

Also, the videos that you have seen were made by a volunteer. We ask your patience since the only ingredient 

was the love in which they were produced.  

Arrival of Madre Yvonne Reungoat, Superiora General de las FMA 

Preparación a la venida de Don Bosco, I Parte 

DON BOSCO ENTRE NOSOTROS, I PARTE 

PRIMER CONGRESO SALESIANO 24 DE ENERO DEL 2009 EN MIAMI 

Retiro Salesiano, agosto 2012  from: www.familiasalesianamiami.blogspot.com  

Fr. Romeo Trottier, SDB, passed serenely from Sherbrooke, Quebec, into eternity at 4:20 a.m. on Sun-

day, September 13. In faith, we trust that he didn’t stop at the Pearly Gates but continued until he 

reached the Salesian Garden and was welcomed by Don Bosco, the Madonna, and the pantheon of holy 

Salesians. Fr. Romeo was 83 years old, was professed as a Salesian for 65 years, and was a priest for 

54½ years.  

Fr. Romeo came from a small town called Proulxville, near Three Rivers, Que., where he was born to 

Donat and Aline Carpentier Trottier on the feast of the Assumption in 1937 and baptized the next day 

at the parish church of St.-Severin. The town may be small, but the Trottiers were a large family: Fr. 

Romeo had six brothers and six sisters, and he landed almost exactly in the middle of the procession, 

the sixth-born. 

“He was an expert in Salesian spirituality, the key person in the creation of the Canadian vice province 

in 1988, and a model of friendly presence to the young even in his 80s,” writes Fr. Rich Authier, former 

superior of the vice province. For many years (starting around 1990), he edited Canadian Salesian 

news in a couple of formats, and after the untimely death of Fr. Paul Cossette in 2013, he also took 

over Carrefour Salésien, the Canadian Salesian Bulletin. 

His influence with the Cooperators was tremendous. According to Rosa D’Addario, their former coordi-

nator: “In all things Salesian [he was] definitely the authority, most informed. With regard to others, 

encouraging, loving, attentive, a caring listener with a delightful sense of humor, warm, enthusiastic, 

friendly, approachable, wise, and compassionate; always made you feel welcome and completely at 

ease. He always participated in the regional encounters.” She adds, “Fr. Romeo was a great person, 

and I will really miss him!” adapted from the obituary by Fr. Michael Mendl, SDB 

Still to come in 2020: 

Social Justice and the 

Salesian Family 

To Educate Like Don 

Bosco 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yAO1tD6sY0&list=UUIaLE-jztyOQVBdEPF4Z6Gw&index=27
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1IH2QgujSw&list=UUIaLE-jztyOQVBdEPF4Z6Gw&index=28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMVgaXcG57k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rhb8ZJg4TPw&list=UUIaLE-jztyOQVBdEPF4Z6Gw&index=34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvuQouNCofY&list=UUIaLE-jztyOQVBdEPF4Z6Gw&index=2
http://www.familiasalesianamiami.blogspot.com/


https://donboscosalesianportal.org/

