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We are called, we are chosen, we are Christ for one another. 
We are promised to tomorrow, while we are for him today. 
We are sign, we are wonder, we are sower, we are seed. 

We are harvest, we are hunger, we are question,  
we are creed. 

 
Then where can we stand justified? In what can we believe? 
In no one else but he who suffered,  
nothing more than he who rose, 
Who was justice for the poor. 
Who was rage against the night 
Who was hope for peaceful people.  Who was light. 
 
Then shall we not stand empty at the altar of our dreams: 
When he promised us ourselves.   
Who mark time against tomorrow. 
Who are justice for the poor. 
Who are rage against the night. 
Who are hope for peaceful people.  Who are light. 

 

1978 New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved.  used with permission. 

 
 
 

Gospel Beatitudes 
 
Guide As people who care for the young,  
 Salesians recognize the importance of walking with 

young people,  
 encouraging and guiding gently.  
 
Side 1 We believe that there is a treasure in each person  
 and we are somehow called to help the young  
 find their inner treasure, name it and use it to build a 

better world. 
 
Side 2 Fired by the spirit of Don Bosco  
 we celebrate God’s presence in the young and the poor. 
 Together with them we struggle to make real in our lives 

and our world  
 the values of the gospel Beatitudes. 
 

Blest Are They 
David Haas 

 
Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. 
 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 
Blest are they, the lowly ones, they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst, they shall have their fill. 
 
Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart, they shall see God! 
 
Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith, the glory of God is theirs. 
 
Blest are you who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see! 
 

©1985 GIA Publications, All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 
Guide The beatitudes echo Christ’s power, a power that 

manifests God’s love by transforming death into life. 
 What message do the Beatitudes have for the members 

of the Salesian family? 
 

Blessed are the followers of Don Bosco, men and women, 
whose poverty in spirit makes them, and the young, members 



of the kingdom of heaven! 
 
Reader Don Bosco tried to re-write the gospel beatitudes for the 

poorest and most abandoned young people of his time—
those no one really cared about.  He inspired others with 
his passion for the good of these young people One of 
the first of these was Mary Mazzarello.  Together with 
him and with other courageous young people who 
eventually came to be called “Salesians” a wonderful 
story takes shape, a story that has brought life and hope 
to many people 

 
Guide What does it mean to be poor in spirit? 
 
Side 1 Being poor in spirit means that you have time; 
 you are not oppressed by deadlines and meetings. 
 
Side 2 There is always time for waiting 
 for the one who is poor. 
 
Side 1 Being poor in this way  
 frees you from the prison 
 of having to have everything 
 planned and structured  
 as though there were no tomorrow 
 
Side 2 This opens us all to the young person who needs us 

now… 
  not tomorrow... 
  not later... 
  but now. 
 

Blessed are abused young people who mourn for their 
innocence, they shall be comforted. 

 
Reader Forgiveness is not foolishness—turning a blind eye in the 

face of evil because of fear of becoming involved.  
Neither does it justify and reduce everything, putting off 
facing up to evil to another day.  Christian forgiveness is 
an act of deep awareness that the one who offends 
another is less human than the one who suffers the 
offense. Forgiveness is an act that seeks to break with 
the fascination of evil, shattering to pieces its power over 
us. 

 
Litany of Deliverance 

 

All And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the 
peace into which you were also called (Col.3:12) 

 

Blessed are the young people who are persecuted because of 
their values and beliefs, the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 

 
Reader People who love life and want it in abundance—in the 

way God offers it—find themselves face to face with 
situations of daily dying.  These situations disturb us and 
challenge us and urge us, together with others, to look 
for ways and means to bring about the cultural and 
structural transformations needed to help those who are 
violently deprived of abundant life. 

 
Guide How could the persecuted feel blessed? 
 
Side 1 It is not the suffering that they love so much 
 
Side 2 It is the peace that comes from protecting what they 

cherish. 
 
Side 1 There is no joy like the joy of being a voice for the 

voiceless 
 
Side 2 There is no peace like the peace that comes from 

speaking the truth 
 
Guide John Paul II reminds the Salesian family:  “Now it is up 

to you to continue the Salesian charism, to collaborate 
with and work towards an advent heralding a new 
flourishing of youth sanctity.  Does the mission seem too 
great?  Certainly it is not an easy one.  It needs 
generous dedication, a spirit of prayer, openness to 
God’s Word, and acceptance and trust that there is a 
divine presence at work. 

 
All We are called to speak for those who have no voice, 
 to become poor with the poor, 
 to fight for justice for those who are unjustly treated 
 and to work together to transform our world! 
 
Guide St. John Bosco 
 
All Pray for us! 
 

Anthem 
Tom Conry 

 



Blessed are the pure in heart, the young who will follow the 
call to be members of the Salesian family, they shall see God! 

 
Reader It is the experience of Salesian youth spirituality that has 

become for many a way of growing in understanding of 
life as call and response, as vocation.  Some have re-
discovered their religious vocation in greater depth, 
others have felt called to commit themselves, the whole 
of their lives in a radical way to the service of God’s 
kingdom, while others have become more aware of their 
service as lay people in Don Bosco’s style in the Church 
today. 

 
Guide There is room in Don Bosco’s family for everyone! 
 
All Young people, and adults 
 parents and educators 
 cooperators and benefactors 
 join us in a family atmosphere 
 which becomes a living experience of Church 
 and a revelation of God’s plan for us all! 
 

Blessed are the young who promote a culture of peace and 
justice, they shall be called daughters and sons of God. 

 
Reader We are witnesses to the fact that God has indeed made 

all things new in Jesus who went to the Cross so that life 
might be victorious.  We can only be witnesses to this if 
we recognize the signs of life, of this newness, even 
when we find ourselves surrounded by signs of death.  
Like Jesus of Nazareth, we too love life, taking on board 
the ordinary aspects of that life, accepting the 
challenges, the questions it raises, the tensions involved 
in growing, the lack of understanding about the future 
and its different forms of poverty.  We work towards 
overcoming the ambiguities present in daily living, trying 
to let love be the basis of our choices in life. 

 
Guide Put on then, as God's chosen ones, heartfelt 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, 

 
Side 1 bearing with one another and forgiving one another,  
 
Side 2 Over all these put on love, that is, the bond of 

perfection. 
 

Guide For young people who have run away from home 
 
All Bring them back to their families, Lord 
 
Guide For the young persons who have been sexually abused 
 
All Heal them of their inner wounds 
 
Guide For the young who have been physically abused 
 
All Let them know the unselfish love of a Salesian in their 

lives 
 
Guide For the young who have been orphaned 
 
All Send them to a loving family 
 
Guide For the young who have been exploited 
 
All Let them find deliverance from their exploitation in a 

Salesian environment 
 
Guide For the child who is now a mother or a father 
 
All Allow them the comfort and support of family and 

friends 
 

Blessed are the young people who are leaders among their 
peers, their meekness has given them the earth as their 

inheritance. 
 
Reader Many young people have been involved in ministering to 

their peers, to other young people.  They spend time 
and energy for and with others.  These young people are 
an educating presence according to the Salesian 
tradition.  There are many who are carrying forward the 
apostolic mission that Don Bosco and Mary Mazzarello 
entrusted to the Salesian family, a mission that has 
education very much at heart. 

 
Guide Let no one have contempt for your youth  
 
All Let no one have contempt for your youth  
 
Guide but set an example for those who believe, in speech, 

conduct, love, faith, and purity. 
 



All Let no one have contempt for your youth 
 
Guide Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit. 
 
All Let no one have contempt for your youth but set an 

example for those who believe. (1 Timothy 4: 12) 

 

Blessed are the young whose hunger and thirst for 
righteousness impels them to cry out against injustice, 
discrimination, and violations against life, they shall be 

satisfied. 
 
Reader It happened in the lives of Don Bosco and Mary 

Mazzarello. The same thing is happening today.  We feel 
God is challenging us through the cries of many young 
people.  They are crying out of their brokenness and 
restlessness, out of their solitude and their inability to 
communicate.  They cry out in despair; unemployment 
leaves them on the margins of society or without means 
to further their studies. They cry out from the violence to 
which more and more young people succumb.  They cry 
out against experiences that have them escape into 
drugs and alcohol.  In a word, theirs is the cry for life.  It 
is the hunger which searches for bread, the oppression 
which seeks freedom, the loneliness which seeks 
communion, the degradation which seeks dignity, the 
bewilderment which seeks security, the absurdity which 
seeks meaning, the violence which seeks peace.  This is 
the inner groaning of the Spirit who dwells in each 
person. 

 
God of the Hungry 

Scott Soper 
 
God of all the hungry millions,  
God who suffers with the poor, 
Still our greed keeps us from sharing  
with the hungry at our door. 
All who thirst will thirst no longer  
when we do as you would do. 
May we care for all your people;  
help us know that they are you. 
 

God who travels with the stranger,  
greeted by our apathy. 
Teach us to embrace all people;  

all can live with dignity. 
You have bid us clothe the naked,  
bringing hope in all we do. 
May we welcome all your people;  
help us know that they are you. 

 
God who loves the sick, the dying,  
they are precious in your sight; 
We will bring them your compassion;  
fill their living with your light. 
God who brings the captive freedom,  
free our hearts to love anew. 
May we comfort all your people;  
help us know that they are you. 

 
©1989, Scott Soper.  Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used with 

permission. 

 

Blessed are the prodigal young people longing for mercy, 
mercy will be theirs. 

 
Reader As so often happens in the history of God’s presence 

among his people, the joy, love and acceptance 
experienced by even the most difficult of the young 
people slowly transformed them into seeing life more 
positively, and seeing themselves as worthy of respect.  
Don Bosco and Mary Mazzarello were convinced that God 
was present in the hearts of the young, even in the 
hearts of those who seemed to be almost unreachable. 

 
Guide We, Salesians, are called to be the merciful 
 
Side 1 We stand at every pathway 
 ready to heal what needs healing 
 ready to forgive what needs forgiving 
 
Guide But a young person stood in front of us and said: 
 
Side 2 “Could you forgive even me? 
 I have been so careless with God’s love. 
 I have cared only for myself and my desires.” 
 
Guide Then everything Salesian in us responded: 
 
All “God’s mercy is greater than your carelessness. 
 Welcome home.” 
  


