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Presentation 

 

 

My dear participants of the Salesian Family Spirituality Days,  

 

Every year we, the groups of the Salesian Family, have the opportunity to meet 

for a few days around a theme that the Rector Major gives as Strenna. In reflecting 

together on the Strenna we recognize the Rector Major as the "Centre of unity of the 

whole Family". This reflection on his proposal also helps us to focus attention on the 

missionary dimension of our groups. Let us begin to share on this proposal and see how 

we can offer it to our groups. 

With the Strenna, we look together at Don Bosco, Founder of the Salesian 

Family. In this way, we put some of his projects into practice and we listen better to 

what the Spirit has suggested and worked in the different groups of our Family. In the 

history of each of our groups we can see God's original masterpiece and a perennial 

invitation to take care of communion between us. An attentive look at others and a 

generous sharing will help us to grow in our common spirituality.   

This year, the Rector Major invites us to become active witnesses of the Gospel 

and of Jesus Christ at this important moment in history. The encounter with the Lord 

inspires us to bear witness to the radical humanity that the Gospel brings. We will be 

honest citizens because we are good Christians and good Christians because we are 

committed to the reality that God has given us. The vitality of our groups becomes an 

excellent opportunity to understand what this particular message of Don Bosco, and of 

his successor, means and how we can make it a reality in our daily lives.  

We need others for our growth and to enrich the Salesian charismatic experience 

of ourselves and of our group. Let us welcome the different messages that will come 

to us in these days. Let us try to put into practice the answers that we will receive to 

our questions and, above all, to our challenges. Let us accompany others and let us be 

accompanied!  

We have gathered in a place where the Strenna has a particular significance: we 

find ourselves where Don Bosco made the Strenna's proposal. In this environment, 

many young people and many lay people grew up as convinced believers and honest 
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citizens. Fortunately for us, the educational and pastoral work done in Valdocco by 

Don Bosco has found a fruitful continuation in the world.  

We also have a special moment. On the coming June 24th, we will celebrate the 

150th anniversary of Don Bosco's meeting in Valdocco with a dozen or so of the past 

pupils accompanied by Carlo Gastini. It is the group of the Past Pupils who will 

emphasize in a special way the theme of this year's Strenna. Their presence helps us to 

understand that becoming good Christians and honest citizens belongs to our identity, 

to the charism that the Spirit, through Don Bosco, has given to the society and the 

Church.  

The Days of Spirituality will help us to make the Strenna a reality. We are lucky 

to belong to such a family, Don Bosco's Family! We are also invited these days to listen 

to many people who are waiting to share with us the gift that they received. 

Let us place these Days in the hands of Our Lady Immaculate Help of 

Christians.Welcome and Have fruitful Days! 

 

Don Eusebio Muñoz 

Delegate of the Rector Major for the Salesian Family 
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Good Christians 

in the present Socio-Cultural-Religious Context (Synthesis) 
 

 

Msgr. Sebastià Taltavull Anglada 

Bishop of Mallorca 

Turín (Italy), 17 January 2020 
 

 

 

 

I think that the choice of the Salesian strenna “good Christians and honest 

citizens”, in which faith and commitment to the transformation of our society are 

united, is a wise choice. This is such a touching theme for St. John Bosco and it shows 

us the heart of the Gospel. 

I focus my reflection on the first part of the phrase “good Christians” without 

separating it from the second “honest citizens” because, for Christians, these phrases, 

if separated, would be meaningless. Faith and life cannot be separated in the life of a 

Christian. 

Being a good Christian doesn't mean “Goodness” 

Being a good Christian does not mean a way of action and being defined by 

weakness, nor does it refer to a spirituality that is complacent, without taking risk. This 

is what Pope Francis refers to when he says that “from the point of view of 

evangelization, neither the mystical proposals are useful without a strong social and 

missionary commitment, nor the social or pastoral discourses and practices without a 

spirituality that transforms the heart. These partial and disconntected programmes 

only reach small groups and do not have the power to penetrate widely, because they 

weaken the Gospel message. It is always necessary to cultivate an interior space that 

gives Christian meaning to commitment and activity” (EG 262). 

Goodness, in the context of the Incarnation, is the virtue of the powerful. This is 

what the Rector Major says referring to the text of St. Paul to the Ephesians (3,14-19). 

 

1. The reference to «goodness» in the Gospel 

 

The question is how to live our faith in a new socio-cultural context. It is a matter 

of doing God's will, which was for Don Bosco his true mission.  

This is what Our Lady expresses in the song of the Magnificat, recognising, in 

faith, the wonders of the Lord and what happened in society at that time. Our Lady 

refers to a love that transforms the environment in which we live. 
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1.1. The Goodness of the Samaritan 

Recalling the passage of the “Good Samaritan” (Lk 10:30-37), we understand 

that goodness is inseparably linked to the person and defines his personality. 

Responding to the teacher of the law, Jesus indicates that the first and second 

commandments of the law are united. The neighbor is the other and that this attitude is 

to be adopted before anything else. 

In the goodness of the Christian, love of God and love of neighbor are united. 

The story changes the possible question that the priest and the Levite could ask 

themselves, “What will happen to me if I help him?” and the Samaritan, “What will 

happen to me if I don't help him?” 

Pope Benedict XVI, says that the program of the Christian is the program of the 

Good Samaritan which is the program of Jesus, which is that of the “heart that sees”. 

 

1.2. The Goodness of Jesus, the Master 

The Gospel passage from Mk 10:21-22 in which a young man who fulfils the 

commandments, calls Jesus Good and asks him what he must do to inherit eternal life 

expresses the uniqueness of the Gospel and helps us to understand the heart of God. 

The possible challenge that he invites us to face may lie in not separating the goodness 

that we live as Christians and the honesty that is verified in our personal and social 

actions. 

 

1.3. The Goodness of Jesus, the Shepherd 

In Jesus' definition of himself as the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:14), goodness 

appears as the most fundamental aspect of his vocation and mission.  

This choice is related to educative pastoral care and the identity of the Salesian 

Family in which prevention and accompaniment are so important in the educational 

process. This form of complete education allows me to recall my years of formation in 

the Salesian College of Ciutadella (island of Menorca. Spain). 

All the pastoral work of the Church has its foundation in Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, in his style, in his words, in his way of ministry and accompanying. This 

goodness is related to the progress of society. The Rector Major concretizes, with 

clarity, components of a goodness and of an evangelical pastoral care: “the commitment 

to public life, personal honesty and resistance to all kinds of corruption, sensitivity 

towards the world of migration and towards creation and the common home that has 

been given to us, the commitment to protect the defenceless, the voiceless, the 

discarded”.  

The Good Shepherd of the Gospel gives his life for the sheep and is not like the 

wage-earner who only cares about his salary (Jn 10:11-13). He is not like the shepherd 

that Ezekiel portrays in a prophetic text (Ez 34:1-10) the who one portrays himself as 
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shepherding without being in the midst of and behind the sheep, without smelling the 

sheep. 

Ezekiel too (Ez 34, 11-16) explains the mission of the Shepherd, of God himself 

and his way of dealing with the sheep. He says that God himself takes care of the flock, 

bringing it to his own land, feeding it, making it rest and enjoy richer pastures. 

Jesus makes concrete his task as the Good Shepherd by indicating that he is the 

door through which the sheep enter and defends them from thieves and robbers. He is, 

by his own will, the Good Shepherd who knows the sheep and they know him and, in 

a particular way, he gives his life for the sheep. 

 

 

2. The Current Socio-cultural-religious Context 

 

2.1. Immense Possibilities 

The current socio-cultural-religious context offers us so many possibilities to 

live this pedagogy that Jesus uses and has had so many followers as the young priest 

Don Bosco here in Turin working among the most abandoned young people. This is 

what the Church so often does by proposing prevention programmes by anticipating 

events, by dialoguing and by responding to what people are in need. 

As we are reminded, among others, in LG 9 and EG 113, the proclamation of the 

Gospel has no other context than the one in which our life today is shaped with its 

challenges. Today too, we are obliged to “go out to all peoples and make disciples” (cf. 

Mt 28:19) without excluding anyone. 

 

2.2. Real thirst for God and the need to discover and quench it 

So many times we meet people who thirst for God and those who say they do 

not believe in God or live in post-Christian environments. We discover in them a 

religious soil that needs to be worked on.  

Pope Francis tells us that we have a serious responsibility to “study the signs of 

the times ... since some realities of the present, if not well resolved, can unleash 

processes of dehumanization that are difficult to correct later” (EG 51). We are called 

to holiness by being Christians with the adjective of good. 

 

2.3. Some challenges in today's world, Change of times 

Pope Francis in EG says that, along with the developments in the field of health, 

education and communication, “in our time, humanity is experiencing a turning-point 

in its history, as we can see from the advances being made in so many fields...barely 

living from day to day, with dire consequences....The joy of living frequently fades, lack 
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of respect for others and violence are on the rise.... This epochal change has been set 

in motion by the enormous qualitative, quantitative, rapid and cumulative advances.... 

We are in an age of knowledge and information, which has led to new and often 

anonymous kinds of power” (EG 52). 

In this context, we ask ourselves how to ensure that honest citizens and good 

Christians become a reality in environments where a non-Christian or post-Christian 

majority dominates. These environments have the right to have the Gospel proclaimed 

like any other person of good will. 

 

2.4. The decisive value of witness 

Pope St. Paul VI in the document Evangelii Nuntiandi referred to the value of 

witness indicating that it brought about the “silent evangelization” and leads to “explicit 

evangelization”. 

Among other things, he said: “Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by 

witness.... Through this wordless witness, these Christians stir up irresistible questions 

in the hearts of those who see how they live: Why are they like this? Why do they live 

in this way? What or who is it that inspires them? Why are they in our midst?... Other 

questions will arise, deeper and more demanding ones, questions evoked by this 

witness which involves presence, sharing, solidarity, and which is an essential element, 

and generally the first one, in evangelization....Nevertheless this always remains 

insufficient, because even the finest witness will prove ineffective in the long run if it is 

not explained, justified - what Peter called reason for the hope that you all have -, and 

made explicit by a clear and unequivocal proclamation of the Lord Jesus” (EN 21,22). 

 

 

3. “Good Christians” based on a personal encounter with Christ 
 

 

3.1. The joy of the Gospel 

In a key text by Pope Francis to understand what a Christian response to our 

times must be, he speaks of the “joy of the Gospel”, the one that fills the heart and 

whole life of those who meet Jesus (EG 1).  

This is in contrast to the consumer appeal of today's world, which he defines as 

“an individualistic sadness” in which the enthusiasm for doing good disappears and is 

the risk in which believers also fall. (EG 2)  

In the face of this, a decisive and courageous decision must be made, which the 

pope puts into words in this way: “I invite all christians, everywhere, at this very 

moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to 

letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day....with a 

tenderness which never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy, he 

makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew.” (EG 3)   



9 

 

3.2. The encounter with Jesus, the decisive one 

One of the options that most define a Christian is to know Jesus Christ in depth, 

to identify with Him, to establish with Him a frequent contact, to live according to Him. 

This meeting helps us to approach our brothers and sisters in a community of faith. 

The encounter with Jesus Christ and “the joy of the Gospel is lived in the midst 

of the little things of daily life.” (EG 4).  The desire to be a good Christian, also in 

Salesian spirituality, invites us to joy. It is easy for us to understand that a sad person 

is a sad saint. 

Pope Francis explains the origin of this joy by indicating that “love of charity is 

necessarily followed by joy, since every lover rejoices in union with the beloved... 

Hence the consequence of charity is joy” (GE 122). 

 

3.3. An exercise in intelligence and heart  

In these moments, we are accompanied by the concern and the desire to make it 

possible for many people to follow a path of faith by progressively entering into the 

mystery of Christ. It is the offering of an exercise of the intelligence and the heart. 

Helping this process of identification with Christ focuses the attention on the 

catechetical movement and the promotion of the catechumenate. 

We have often made the Christian experience into a series of separate 

compartments, disconnected from one another, and for this reason there are those who 

establish differences between evangelization and sacramentalization; between 

catechesis, liturgy and life; between believers and non-practicers. Everything must be 

lived in a great unity; it is the gift that we call mystagogy or the experience of meeting 

Jesus Christ, entering into His mystery and knowing Him more and more every day. 

 

3.4. The first and main proclamation 

The aim of catechesis is to help deepen the personal relationship with Christ. To 

experience that God loves us means that the first and principal announcement that the 

baptized person makes is this: “Jesus Christ loves you, he gave his life to save you, and 

now he is alive by your side every day, to enlighten you, to strengthen you, to set you 

free” ( EG 164). 

Therefore, the essential thing is to encounter the love of God in Christ Jesus. We 

have to give importance to the means that help us, emphasizing the pedagogy of prayer, 

the experience of oratory, the education of silence. 

 

3.5. Itinerary for personal encounter with Jesus  

Answering the question about what to do during the time of personal prayer, here 

are some examples: 



10 

 

 To a little old man who was in front of the tabernacle, the Curé of Ars asked: “What 

are you doing in front of the Blessed Sacrament?” He answered: “I look at him and 

he looks at me.” 

 St. Therese defines prayer thus: “Speaking of love with the one who, you know, loves 

you.” 

 Monsignor Taltavull's father on the day of his first communion: “Now talk to Jesus 

who can talk to you.” And in the evening of that day: “What did you say to Jesus 

this morning?... and what did He say to you?”  

We learn to pray every day. The most important thing is the attitude of trust, 

serenity, letting oneself rest in the loving arms of God. The personal encounter with 

Christ is possible in every prayer and life situation. 

Interestingly, the apostolic exhortation Cristus Vivit of Pope Francis is addressed 

to young people and is valid for any age. 

The words of the martyred bishop of El Salvador, Oscar A. Romero, are 

enlightening: “Christianity is not a set of truths to be believed, of laws to be obeyed, of 

restrictions, hence very repugnant. Christianity is a Person who loves me so much that 

he demands my love. Christianity is Christ.” 

 

3.6. Prayer, a key element for the meeting 

This unique and original experience which is prayer, and which serves to 

measure the encounter with Jesus, should guide us to spiritual growth and Christian 

maturity. The moments of personal and community prayer, the liturgical acts, the 

moments of prayer themselves, should not be considered as isolated acts that respond 

to particular devotions and especially emotional moments.  

In prayer, we meet Christ who is “purely spiritual, without flesh and without 

cross” (EG 88). This spirituality allows us to respond adequately to the desire of many 

people who thirst for God by fleeing from alienating proposals and believe in a Jesus 

Christ without flesh and without cross. The centrality of Christ allows us to have 

experiences of solid communities and missionary fruitfulness.  

An excellent definition of what the centrality of Jesus Christ means in the life of 

the baptized can be the one offered by St. Augustine: “Late have I loved you, O beauty 

so ancient and so new, late have I loved you! And that you were within me and not 

outside: and I looked for you on the outside, and I was deformed, I threw myself on 

those beautiful things you created. You were with me, but I was not with you. I was kept 

away from you by those things that, if they did not exist in you, would not exist. You 

called and cried and broke my deafness, you shone and shone and drove out my 

blindness: you breathed out your fragrance and I breathed it in, and I longed for you: 

you liked me and I was hungry and thirsty; you touched me and your peace lifted me 

up.” 
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4. The spirituality that underlines the experience of being a good Christian 

 

4.1. Spirituality and mission 

To speak of spirituality is to speak of the Spirit and to speak of the Spirit is to 

speak of mission, the mission of the Church and the mission that each one of us is. 

Pope Francis says that “the mission is something that I cannot tear out of my being if I 

do not want to destroy myself. I am a mission on earth, and that is why I am in this 

world” (EG 273). 

Spirituality is the strength and motivation that keeps us in communion and drives 

us to mission. Spirituality “is living one's commitment in such a way that one's efforts 

have an evangelical meaning and identify us more and more with Jesus Christ” (GE 28). 

The mission has its origin in a radical spirituality of salvation history. Baptized 

and confirmed, we are sent to be witnesses. The baptized carry out the mission in a 

concrete place where the Gospel is enculturated, from a particular vocation and with a 

sense of the Church. 

 

4.2. Spirituality of communion 

Saint Pope John Paul II says that “making the Church, the home and the school 

of communion: this is the great challenge facing us in the millennium that is beginning, 

if we wish to be faithful to God's plan and to the world's deepest hopes” (NMI, 43). 

What is and how do we live the spirituality of communion? 

 It means above all a look from the heart, especially at the mystery of the Trinity that 

dwells in us. 

 The ability to feel the brother of faith in the profound unity of the Mystical Body, 

the one to which I belong. 

 To see first of all what is positive in the other in order to welcome him/her and to 

value him/her as God's gift to me. 

 To know how to give space to the brother by carrying “each other's burdens” (Gal 6:2). 

 

4.3. Christian spirituality is life according to the Spirit of Jesus  

The personal encounter with Jesus is what saves us. Pope Francis warns us 

against the danger of a false spirituality, indicating that “it is always necessary to 

cultivate an interior space that gives Christian meaning to commitment and 

activity...the Church has an urgent need for the lung of prayer.... There is a risk that 

some moments of prayer may become an excuse not to give one's life to the misión” 

(EG 262). 

In order to build solidly, let us make Jesus Christ the foundation of Christian 

spirituality and not substitute Him for anything or anyone. The secret is to love and be 

loved “as He loves us” (Jn 15:12). 
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4.4. Christian Spirituality and Salesian Spirituality 

When we speak of Salesian spirituality, we refer to a particular way in which 

Don Bosco read the Gospel and life, from God's perspective. It is a spirituality within 

Christian spirituality. It refers to St. Francis de Sales who linked the growth of faith to 

the cultivation of true friendship, emphasizing the value of cordiality, family and 

closeness.  

It emphasizes the value of the everyday, the encounter with Jesus, ecclesial 

communion and Marian spirituality. As the Rector Major indicates, it is a spirituality 

that leads to honesty, to honesty in one's commitments to society, that is, to being 

“honest citizens”. 

Since the term spirituality is so broad, it is important to go to the essential and 

the most specific Christian element: always having a relationship with Jesus and the 

Gospel. It is characteristic of Christian spirituality that it is presented as an invitation 

to share and dialogue, but above all with the guarantee of conviction and witness. 

The proposal is presented in the form of an educative proposal of 

accompaniment, of a work between persons. In the Synod on the young, the vocation 

of the educator is made concrete, among other things, as the person who has “the ability 

to find paths where others see only walls; it is the ability to recognize possibilities 

where others see only dangers”(ChV 67). 

 

 

5. Christian Formation as a process, not “events” 

 

5.1 Formation is a preventive pastoral option that leads to adulthood, a Christian 

process. It is about making possible the passage from immaturity to the maturity that 

allows the person to achieve stability. It is to begin, to continue, to conclude, to begin 

again, to foresee, to realize. 

5.2 Formation takes place where there is a mutual gift of trust and a minimum 

agreement of roles that each person assumes. It is a formation that is made without 

force, without imposition, but also without confusion.  

5.3 In Formation, there are rules of the game, a welcome, a certain adoption, an 

accompaniment to reach the objective of formation which is the autonomy of the 

subject, the progressive recognition of one's own identity and the identity of the other. 

5.4 Formation is not about building up followers or devotees but about making the 

encounter with Christ possible. Like St. John the Baptist, it is a matter of placing 

oneself in the background and doing so joyfully. 

5.5 To form is to move towards a critical social integration. It is not only a matter of 

looking at the concrete individual (being a good Christian) but also of integrating him 

into society (being an honest citizen). Formation tries to put the individual on the road, 
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in the attitude of a pilgrim, giving meaning to his life by walking according to the 

Spirit. 

5.6 This mission received from Jesus is prior to the transmission of knowledge. The 

master who relies on the Spirit leads the person to the action of the Spirit, to trust, to 

hope, to love. 

5.7 There is a secret that is transmitted, and it is totally spiritual. The master is a formed 

and interiorly balanced person; he is a father who has natural authority and knows how 

to win the heart.  

5.8. To form is to communicate well. Our mission is to help build the unity of the person 

from the inner unity of our own identity. Everything will depend on the spirit that is 

put into the accompaniment and transmission. Pope Francis speaks of evangelizers with 

the Spirit, which means “evangelizers who open themselves without fear to the action 

of the Holy Spirit” (EG 259). 

5.9 To form is to help to learn to be. It is to transmit long-lasting values that make 

demands. It is a slow exercise of waiting, of progressive discovery, of patience, of 

constancy, of perseverance. 

5.10 With these premises, one enters into the mystery. Formation is a spiritual 

transmission organised in time and with stages and rules related to physical, mental, 

cultural and spiritual maturity. The objective of youth ministry can be made concrete 

by helping every young person to encounter the mystery of God revealed in the person 

of Jesus present in his history, in his life and in his heart. 

5.11 Being a good Christian means integrating this openness to the mystery of God into 

one's own person and knowing that the way to do this is to live the encounter with 

Jesus, letting him enter one's own life with all its mystery and without putting 

conditions on it. 

 

6. Towards a vocational culture in the face of a diverse and scattered youth 

phenomenon 
 

How can we attract young people to the person of Jesus, to the action of the Holy 

Spirit, to feel that they are active members of the Church? 

6.1 By combining our witness with the elements of searching that are in the hearts of 

young people. Promote the culture of encounter in its specificity of vocational culture. 

6.2 Introducing an anthropology that is coherent with the Bible as a point of reference 

from which to contemplate one's own life. Helping the young person to become aware 

of the personal message that God is addressing to him as he has done with so many 

biblical models. 

6.3. To value the group as a vital need, helping them walk with the community, with 

the Church, with society. 
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“The pastoral care of young people can only be synodal.... It requires an evaluation 

of the charisms that the Spirit grants...through a dynamic of co-responsibility” (ChV 

206). 

“The group experience constitutes a resource for sharing the faith and for helping 

each other to become a true witness among friends” (ChV 219). 

6.4 Accepting all that will be the expression of what is lived. It is a matter of learning 

some contents. It can help to deepen one's knowledge of the Gospel and of the 

languages used. These itineraries of doctrinal and spiritual formation must lead to 

transformative action, to an attitude and to the actions of “service” to do something for 

others.  

“Many young people are tired of our doctrinal and even spiritual formation 

journeys and sometimes they demand the possibility of being more protagonists in 

activities that do something for people” (ChV 223). 

The development of artistic expressions such as theatre, painting and singing can also 

be interesting, also sport (Cfr. ChV 226, 227). 

6.5. Entering into the mystery of the Gospel necessarily leads to an encounter with Jesus 

Christ and a response to his questions and challenges, even to the most radical questions: 

“Who do you say I am?” (Mk 8:27-29) “Peter, do you love me?” (Jn 21:15-19). 

6.6. In this diverse and pluralistic youth context, we are called to discover the “seeds” 

of the Word. We must be aware of the messages we receive from the “signs of the 

times” with which God invites us to a determined Christian action. This is the invitation 

of Pope Francis: “All the young, without exception, are in God’s heart and thus in the 

Church’s heart... The Gospel also asks us to be daring, and we want to be so, without 

presumption and without proselytizing, testifying to the love of the Lord and stretching 

out our hands to all the young people in the world” (ChV 235). 
 

A final note on the Preventive System in the education of youth 

“The Preventive System attracts the student, so that the educator will always be able 

to speak with the language of the heart.” 

Application of the Preventive System 

“The practice of this system rests entirely on the words of St. Paul who says: 

Charitas benigna est patiens est; omnia suffert, omnia sperat, omnia sustinet (Love 

is patient, love is kind; it bears all things, it hopes all things, it endures all things) 

(I Cor 13:4-7)....Reason and Religion are the instruments that the educator must 

constantly use.” 

Benefits of the Preventive System 

“Some might say that this system is difficult in practice. I note that on the part of 

the students it is much easier, more pleasant, more beneficial. On the part of the 

educators, it involves some difficulties, which are however lessened if the educator 

is zealous in his work”. 
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Sharings 
 

 

Oratory of Aleppo (Syria) 

 
What am I going to tell you about our Syria... 

After nine years of armed conflict, so many people are fatigued and tired; many 

have lost homes, jobs, belongings and unfortunately also loved ones. It is impossible 

to predict when this bad war will end and above all it is difficult to understand what 

will happen next: the future is very foggy. In spite of everything, life continues in the 

full paradox unimaginable, even with so much effort. 

Today people are very tired and fatigued, especially because of the latest 

sanctions on the country. We are witnessing the collapse of the Syrian currency and the 

high prices are not being suffered by the politicians, but by the population. 

In the city of Aleppo, which was ranked in 2015 as the most dangerous city in 

the world, and in Damascus and Kafroun, Salesians in the Oratory continued to work 

with the people and especially with the boys and young people. The numbers of young 

people are very high, because Don Bosco is well understood by the hearts of the little 

ones. Our speakers have been, and still are, a point of reference for many young people, 

a veritable oasis of peace. 

The Salesians arrived in Syria in Aleppo in 1948, accepting the invitation of the 

Servant of God, Mrs. Matilde Salem, to open a vocational school for the children of 

Aleppo. Today we also have two other presences in Syria: an oratory in the capital, 

Damascus (1990), and another oratory presence in Kafroun (1992) which is a town 

about 60 km from Homs. 

 

Being good Christians in matters of war 

Christian life sits alongside everyday life, in the midst of many worries, and 

challenges. 

As Christians we fully share the difficulty with our Muslim brothers, even if 

sometimes with difficulty, because of prejudices and fundamentalist ideas outside the 

Syrian context, which have arisen. 

Everyday life, combined with the effort to proclaim the gospel even in our 

context, tells us not to respond with hatred and violence. Although we sometimes have 

the temptation to invoke a 'strong' God, capable of wiping out everything (we have 

experienced it...), the experience of the war in Syria teaches us every day the sense of 
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being Christian, of being witnesses to a God who has expressed his power on the cross. 

We believe and hope for peace for the Middle East, a possible peace also thanks to the 

prayers we ask of those who follow our mission. Christian hope already drives us to 

design and think about a future in which all this will be over.   

 

Don Bosco speaks Arabic  

We, as Salesians of Syria, have made the choice to remain, alongside our people, 

to share with them the sorrows and hopes. In our centres we welcome these children 

with faith and confidence that the Lord will not abandon us. So did Don Bosco, when 

Italy of that time had a difficult time with so many political and social problems: he 

chose to stand at all costs beside his young people, worrying about them and sharing 

with them joys and sorrows. 

Our Lady protects us. Don Bosco said it, and it's true. Many bullets and shrapnel 

fall on the field of the oratory while the boys play, but no one has ever been hit. 

Picking up these bullets, we have often told ourselves that they have been 

diverted by Our Lady, because they have not scored... Thus the prayer of the Sunday 

Evening, in the community, that of The Psalm 91, acquired for us a very concrete and 

personal meaning: "thousands will fall by your side... but nothing will hit you" (Sal 

91). 

What is happening in Syria is very complex, because various internal and 

external components and powers operate there, and it is difficult to understand what 

the solution will be. At present, there is a weak desire to achieve a lasting peace. There 

are many interests at stake and the repercussions fall on ordinary people, young people, 

and especially Christian minorities.. 

It is a special historical moment for the whole Middle East; it is a delicate 

moment of great historical and political transformation. The consequences of these 

wars will lead to the construction of another Middle East that will be wounded, weak 

and divided, in which Christian communities and other minorities are at risk.  

For this reason, we ask the Lord to give us true peace and to purify people’s 

hearts, so that they can understand and seek to live together as peacefully as possible. 

May the Lord grant strength, courage and perseverance to our Christian brothers, in 

these dramatic moments of our history, and to all the people "of our beloved Syria". 
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Upright Citizens 

School of formation in social and political 

commitment “Alberto Marvelli” 
 

 

   

 

Context and Motivation 

The socio-political commitment for Catholics should be the field of the highest 

service to the community, in which one devotes himself for the good of the community. 

The Salesian Family, then, has in its DNA an interest in social issues, hence the 

moral duty for the laity of the Salesian Family to contribute concretely improving, step 

by step, the part of the vineyard that the Lord has entrusted to us.  

Many documents of the Church and of the Salesian Congregation ask the laity, 

sons and daughters of Don Bosco, to be witnesses of a charism and a spirituality, 

capable of keeping alive the action desired by the Founder, capable of reviving the 

Church and the world, offering not only personal witness but also producing a visible 

and fruitful initiative for the society. 

The repeated invitations to the active commitment by the Rector Major of the 

Salesians move in the same direction, the one contained in the Strenna 2020 centred 

precisely on the binomial "Good Christians and Honest Citizens". 

In particular, those who possess aptitudes, knowledge and skills are required by 

various parties to commit themselves personally, in synergy, for the good of public 

affairs. 

On the basis of these convictions, the proposal for a School of formation in 

social and political commitment is born, able to provide a Salesian response to the 

fall of political culture and civil and social solidarity that seems to weigh on the youth 

in these confused and disoriented years of ours. 

 

The Journey 

In the 90s, the Past-Pupils met annually in highly attended conferences to discuss 

particular aspects of social life, making every effort to propose, albeit in an embryonic 

way, possible solutions to the problems discussed. 

Already in 2013 Andrew Zapparoli, Salesian Cooperator, a past-pupil of the 

"Valsalice" High School of Turin, together with a fellow student, Maurizio Donadeo, 

founded the Movement "Honest Citizens". (www.onesticittadini.it), driven by the need 

and will to put in synergy, and in "network", the many people of good will and, above 
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all, the many children of Don Bosco, to bring a concrete contribution of skills, 

experiences, Christian commitment, optimism, common sense, in Society, at work, in 

the family, at school, among friends. 

With the blessing of the Salesian Superiors and with the collaboration of those 

who already had experience of the political and administrative world, including Italo 

Canaletti, Salesian Cooperator, the association has grown, so much that in 2015 it 

organized an event at ‘Casa Don Bosco’ as part of EXPO 2015 in Milan. The event, 

entitled "Youth, Free Energy for...", was the official global launch of the Great Dream 

of " Honest Citizens ": in the wake of the Salesian Charism, to unite the many "strings" 

scattered throughout Italy and the world, Christians of Good Will, sons and daughters 

of Don Bosco, all the members of the Salesian Family and the many "friends of Don 

Bosco", so that professionally and Christianly formed people - to be also an innovative 

"ruling class" - may be made available to the Society, everywhere in the world, their 

skills and experiences to contribute concretely to the Common Good, in all sectors, 

from formation to education, from the world of work to voluntary work, from the 

political world to the social and institutional world, at work and in the family. In short, 

a large "operative" network of "Salesians in the world". 

Also at Casa Don Bosco the Past-Pupils organized an event in 2015, in line with 

the theme of EXPO 2015 and with the particular Salesian predilection for the world of 

youth. From that experience came the desire for an initial formation in social planning, 

carried out in the summers of 2016 and 2017. And this first formation, although not in-

depth, has already produced some effects with interventions and local formation 

courses of excellent level. 

In 2018, listening to the requests of Past-Pupils, the National Presidency decided 

to activate a school for formation in socio-political commitment. With the deep 

conviction of making use of  first of all what already exists at home, knowing the 

existence of the "Honest Citizens" movement and the commitment in this field of the 

Salesian Cooperators, it contacted the regional coordinator, Carlo Pellegrino, and the 

representatives of the socio-political animation sector of the IMO Region, Andrea 

Zapparoli and Italo Canaletti, who immediately accepted the initiative. 

The school, which today is presented to the Salesian Family during these Days 

of Spirituality 2020, has already been presented during the recent Past-Pupils' events 

and during the first Workshop of the sectors of animation of the Association of 

Salesian Cooperators, held in Florence in October 2019. 

For further information and clarification 

Salesians Cooperators – andreazapparoli@andreazapparoli.it - +39 348 7756401 

             italo.canaletti@gmail.com - +39 339 7344076 

Past-Pupils of Don Bosco of Italy – segreteria@exallievidonbosco.it - +39 393 9360551 
 

 

 

 

mailto:andreazapparoli@andreazapparoli.it
mailto:italo.canaletti@gmail.com
mailto:segreteria@exallievidonbosco.it
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"ALBERTO MARVELLI" School 

IN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL COMMITMENT 
 

General Objectives  

 

In the light of the Social Doctrine of the Church, combining theological and 

ethical contents and with the contribution of other disciplines, to form Honest Citizens 

according to the teachings of Don Bosco, that is, to form people who: 

 exercise a careful look at the needs of the territory in which they live to identify 

critical issues; 

 participate actively and responsibly in public life to become increasingly aware and 

responsible citizens in the life of the country; 

 seek suitable tools to solve the problems identified, with the sole aim of pursuing 

the common good and the renewal of social and political life. 

 

Specific objectives  

 

To contribute to the emergence of a new secular ruling class (social workers, 

public administrators, public and private managers, politicians), aware of the reality in 

which it operates, able to combine ethics with practice through virtuous processes, 

competent to propose the right solutions to the many problems facing the common 

home today. 

 To spread the conviction that, even in an age such as the present one in which public 

ethics and civil virtues are neglected, good governance of public administrations is 

possible, firmly anchored in skills and professionalism, keeping faith with the 

Gospel message, an indispensable leaven for a good collective life. 

 Rediscover a civil and secular - that is, a competent and public - way of being 

present in the world and in the present time to make the Church present. 

 To network and, above all, in synergy, the many skills and professionalism present 

throughout Italy, according to Don Bosco's system of "strings". 

 To distinguish and contrast the fake news that is increasingly used today to orient 

and condition public opinion, as Don Bosco already did with the Good Press. 

 

Structure  

 

The desire to involve Past Pupils of Don Bosco, Salesian Cooperators, other lay 

people of the Salesian Family, young and not so young, as well as friends of Don Bosco 

who grew up in Salesian oratories and schools all over Italy according to the Preventive 

System, especially for economic reasons, to propose an initiative that uses the 

instruments of communication and that allows a cycle of formation capable of reaching 

those who adhere to the initiative without involving transfers and organizational 

complexity (FAD – formation at distance). 

The themes and the teachers of the course will be established in agreement with 

a university structure that will certify its validity. The programme will include: 
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 a first general part on the meaning of politics, the value of active citizenship and the 

need for a social and political commitment of Catholics; 

 a second more practical part on the organizational aspects of the bureaucratic 

apparatus; 

 a third part on topics taken from the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church. 

 The students will be able to follow the lessons from home on their own PCs and 

within the time limits set by them, but they will be called from time to time to draw 

up short papers which will be reviewed and judged by the lecturers. 

 The passing of the course requires the issue of a certificate. 
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Presence in the territory 
"PAST PUPILS UNION/FMA, OdV". 

ROSSANA (Cuneo) 
 
 
  
  

Here we are 

The FMA Past Pupils Union of Rossana, a country in the province of Cuneo 

(Piedmont region). The Union was founded in the 1960s and has always collaborated 

with the FMA Sisters present in our country. Since September 2005, following the 

departure of the Salesians, the Association has taken charge of continuing the 

educational mission of Mornesian-Salesian in our territory. Since January 2008, the 

Association has been registered with the Regional Register of Volunteering in the field 

of "Promoting Culture, Education and Lifelong Education". 

From the beginning, the board of directors, made up of people of different ages, 

sought to promote a new style of oratory: not necessarily meeting weekly, but with 

afternoons or themed evenings; focusing on educational or recreational topics that 

create meeting opportunities for young people. The challenge is to find activities for 

families, where children and parents can have experiences of sharing, prayer and 

friendship. 

  

Internal organization 

The Governing Council is responsible for proposing and reviewing initiatives, 

approving budgets and managing funded projects. In order to meet the needs of 

different ages, we have divided into groups of activities: 

 Formation for animators: an essential aspect that supports the Salesian identity 

and the educational quality of the animators. 

 Activities for children: summer activities with stays at the sea and in the 

mountains, organisation of the party on don Bosco's feast, recitals, projects, 

carnival, sharing chestnuts with a community of disabled girls in the area, 

 Outings and tournaments that are open to all: Christmas markets, spring walks 

to the sea, autumn walks on the hills, football tournaments, volleyball, 

dodgeball, bowling.... 

 Festive socials: New Year's Eve dinner, a festival of solidarity, dinner of 

friendship with the other associations present in the country, solidarity initiatives 

with the elderly and nursing homes, hiking and walking under the stars. 

 Afternoons together with activities for pensioners: gentle gymnastics, movies, 

trips... 
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 Service in the Parish: animation of liturgies through the parish choir; weekly 

church cleaning activities, flower arrangements and animation for parties, dress 

making for baptisms. 

 In collaboration with the parish priest: support and enhancement of young people 

in the role of the catechist, first side by side with an adult and then alone. The 

young people responsible to evangelize are called firsthand to experience Faith 

and give witness to the little ones. 

 From 2019, solidarity Ethiopia: 82 children for adoption and fundraising 

initiatives for urgent needs such as flour and soap. 

 From 2020, weekly prayer in the chapel of the oratory that is open to all. 

  

Some alumni/young people also provide services outside our parish: in the 

diocesan youth ministry, as leaders of the youth group of our pastoral unit, and in the 

school of Italian to immigrants at the local level. To keep the relationships between the 

associates alive, everyone is invited to local meetings and training meetings. Our 

important goal is to meet young people and find ways to interest and engage them. 

  

Some particularly enriching projects  

We were lucky enough to be able to carry out some projects funded by the 

Province of Cuneo and others by the Volunteer Services Centre. Thanks to these 

contributions, young people have had very enriching experiences at the social and 

personal level. In particular, 

 Project: "What game shall we juggle?" (2009) A two-year course on juggling 

and circus arts. Jugglers emerged, who in the summer ran juggling workshops 

for the little ones, the passion has shifted from animators to animated, and 

continues to this day. Every summer, males and females from 6 to 14 years old 

are interested in juggling flags, balls, Chinese dishes, rings... with hours of 

training, colourful and fun choreography is born, every time the animators 

choose music and movements that attract applause and encourage young artists 

to continue. 

 Project: "History is beautiful" (2010), carried out in collaboration with our 

municipality. A film was made in the Piedmont language, starring children, 

teens, young people, adults, elderly people.... Daily scenes set in the post-war 

years in our areas. The collaboration between young people and adults has 

created strong bonds of friendship that continue to be. 

 Project: "Young protagonists" (2011). A recital: "Drops of happiness" entirely 

written and invented by young people, with the help of the cooperative "Momo" 

of Cuneo. The project was an opportunity to reflect on the theme of happiness. 

Ended in 2011. 

 Project: "The Dance of Life" (2014). It allowed us to produce a DVD about 

Don Bosco, where the boys and young people with scenes, songs, testimonies 

highlighted some of the teachings of the Saint. The young protagonists of the 
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scenes studied clips of Giovannino's bibliography by internalising teachings on 

the preventive system. The result is an interesting documentary about Don Bosco 

for the new generations. 

 Project: "Champions of Mercy" (2016), which involved animators and young 

people throughout the summer of 2016. It started with the story of Bruno Ferrero: 

"The Monk and the Predone" on the importance of forgiveness. The story, 

represented with dances, performances, choreography and sets was presented to 

the entire population and preserved on DVD. 

 The theme of summer activities (2019) was summed up in the slogan "We are 

in the world for the joy of others", helped by the story: "The secret of paradise" 

by Bruno Ferrero. For these activities, the Cuneo Volunteer Services Centre 

offered us services such as buses for trips to the province, T-shirts, banners and 

posters summarising activities. Thanks to this aid, the contribution we ask of 

families is minimal, limited to essential expenditure. That's why families are 

grateful and we need to limit the number of members. 

 From 2019, economic support began with the Salesian Mary Help of 

Christians Mission of "Dilla" in Ethiopia, thanks to a volunteer of ours who 

has been collaborating with the mission for 10 years and liaising with the local 

FMA. We support initiatives for food, drinking water, medicine, sanitation. 

These projects give educational opportunities to poorer children and promote 

remote adoptions. 

  

Values with which we act and seek to promote  

The values with which we act and which we seek to promote among the members 

of the oratory touch upon different aspects: 

 We want to be examples of serene people, engaged in the various environments 

where we work and find ourselves in, supporting each other and promoting 

initiatives for the common good. 

 At the oratory, we promote volunteering, and free services to young people. 

 We give importance to faith, personal but also community prayer: among us, for 

young people and with young people (in the chapel of the oratory with the 

monthly Mass, with community prayer and with the monthly school of prayer 

vicarage) 

 We care about the good of young people and we want to see them happy, 

responsible, free to face life commitments. 

 We are present for young people, we seek formal and informal opportunities for 

dialogue (better in small groups). We take care of human relationships through 

looks, words, physical... social networks are not enough! 

 We give confidence and offer opportunities to collaborate with young people, 

we value their talents. That's why we're paying attention to regional calls that 

allow access to funding. 

 We do not claim to bring young people to the "Church", but let them live 

experiences of service, involving and empowering them (carnival, website, 
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manual work, workshops, sports...). "Love us what young people love, so that 

they love what is important to us". 

 We share with young people the verifications and planning of initiatives. 

 We involve and empower adult animators in the training of young people. 

 We give freedom to teenagers, not by blackmailing them but by helping them to 

measure the consequences, giving few rules and enforcing them. 

 We offer students the opportunity to do summer internships of volunteering, 

training, and alternative routes to educative disciplines. 

 We take care of the adolescents after Confirmation, finding them a place in the 

oratory or in the community, educating them to the gift of dedicating free time 

to others. 

 We promote meetings among other voluntary associations in the territory, to 

raise awareness of their services and let each young person choose where to give 

their free time. 

 We support the training of young people economically (local, diocesan, MGS 

camps) 

  

In these 15 years, however, we have missed the daily presence of the FMA as a 

point of reference, especially for support in activities and for advice on "special cases". 

But we understand that even the seculars can live the Mornesian-Salesian spirit through 

continuing the mission of Christian education started by the FMA nuns, sharing this 

spirit with other institutions of the territory. 
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Panel Discussion 
 

Reflections 

 

 

 

AS SALESIAN FAMILY, UPRIGHT CITIZENS TODAY 

Emma Ciccarelli, SSCC. Italia 

The Desire of the Family 

The theme of "honest citizens" is particularly relevant to us today. We live in a 

period where all the social and political achievements made in the past seem to be 

questioned, where even democracies show signs of strong vulnerability due to a misuse 

of politics and cultural and value decadence, where technology and social habits 

change very quickly. 

In this context it is not easy to barricade oneself and clearly identify the horizons 

to tread, the Catholic world is disoriented, there are too many insistence and 

interferences that distract us from the objectives and goals we set ourselves.  

 The bombardment of social and web news can become boomerang for those 

who are not accustomed to selecting honest information from other distorted or even 

fake news. Most of the world's population is still unprepared for this use, and often, 

what it does is to take refuge in eco chambers capable of amplifying or strengthening 

news within a defined system. 

The narcissistic and individualistic culture sees us all programmed to take care 

of our little garden, and little inclined to make room for others. The consequence of 

this attitude has led to a closure towards life, to a collapse of births in most of the 

industrialized countries. In this, Italy is one of the last places in the ranking in terms of 

decrease of birth rate. The economic well-being of a part of the planet combined with 

a culture that puts individual rights in first place (divorce, abortion, euthanasia, 

medically assisted reproduction, rented uterus, sexual and gender freedom, etc.) has 

done the rest. 

It is the family that bears the brunt of the burden in this context: the emergence 

of liquid bonds, in the face of emotional stability, has helped to make households even 

more fragile and vulnerable. Today the natural family is flanked by new types of 
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emotional ties that aspire to legitimacy. Weak and increasingly vulnerable families 

who, faced with the difficulty of managing gender and intergenerational relationships, 

do not always have the tools to resist and the tenacity to fight. Faced with the 

disappointment of relationships, loneliness or the company of pets are often preferred. 

In this general framework, young people are the great absentees, they have no 

citizenship: there is a lack of policies that help young people to invest in the future, that 

help them to experiment their talents, and that interface with adults who are still 

imprisoned in adolescent fantasies, who struggle to be adults.  

The social doctrine of the Church continues to remain a theme far from our 

educational paths, but distrust and, unfortunately, a certain chaos have contaminated 

our actions. The common good is a commitment of all, the Pope tells us, the Church 

"the Church cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice”. All 

Christians, their pastors included, are called to show concern for the building of a 

better world (EG 183). 

New processes must therefore be set in motion. New paths must be taken. The 

family is that strategic node capable of restarting our communities, and capable of 

regenerating relationships and renewing the Church. It is that irreplaceable and 

precious place where the human person dwells and develops, the ideal environment for 

becoming a person. For this reason, it is necessary to start afresh from recognizing the 

enormous contribution that a family offers in society and in the formation of the new 

generations. And where families are fragile, to commit oneself to supporting them not 

in mere assistance, but in pastoral and social actions that enable the very functions of 

the family. Topics such as work, housing, schooling, economics, the environment, 

welfare, industrial development and infrastructure, tourism, are all issues that impact 

on the family. 

Don Bosco inspires and spurs us to be like him, to start new processes, without 

continuing diligently to plough only the roads already travelled. His pastoral action 

was marked by a strong integration between faith and a sense of reality and 

concreteness: it was not by chance that he called his work "family", himself defined 

"father" by his boys. When a family is put in the condition of being itself, it becomes 

a primary generative place, a place where religion, heart and love are the daily bread 

of relationships, where faith finds the optimal environment in which to grow. 

This responsibility has a particular urgency in Italy where, unfortunately, the 

family does not enjoy citizenship: for too many decades it has been considered only a 

social shock absorber and put among the last priorities of the country. The result is a 

demographically sterile society, politically too conflictual and strongly socially 

disintegrated, with a hemorrhage of young people who every year go to seek their 

fortune abroad. Today, having children in Italy is one of the first causes of poverty. In 

the light of the profound transformations of recent decades, it is necessary to give back 

a truer but also brighter narrative of the family. 

New processes must be initiated, the Pope tells us in Evangelii Gaudium, but 

how? What can one invest in? If the crisis is a crisis that concerns the human, the only 
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answer that can make us recover this value is to support the family in its tasks and in 

its function. A commitment that finds encouragement also in the words that Pope 

Ratzinger said to the General Chapter of the Salesians on 31 March 2008: The special 

tenderness and commitment to young people that are characteristic of Don Bosco's 

charism must be expressed in an equal commitment to the involvement and formation 

of families. Your youth ministry, therefore, must be decisively open to family ministry. 

Caring for families does not mean taking people away from work for young people; on 

the contrary, it means making it more permanent and effective. I thus encourage you 

to deepen the forms of this commitment on which you have set out; this will prove 

advantageous to the education and evangelization of the young. 
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THE SCHOOL, "A PRIVILEGED MEETING PLACE" WITH YOUNG 

PEOPLE TO EDUCATE TO UPRIGHT CITIZENSHIP AND SOCIAL 

COMMITMENT 

Joaquín Martín. SSCC. Malaga (Spain) 

 

The Experience of the Meeting 

“There was a staircase near the big Porta Palazzo market, where young people 

sat down to have a chat, share a joke and snacks. Don Bosco would go “out” there 

where he would normally meet to offer them his friendship”. 

This experience of Don Bosco meeting young people in the 19th century, inspires 

the strenna of the Rector Major for this year 2020, as well serves to illustrate my 

experience of salvation as young person with the poverty typical of the 20th century. I 

firmly believe that it will continue to be so for the young people of the 21st century. 

Let me add just one difference: my “stairway” was and continues to be today, in 

St. Bartholomew's school in Malaga. With the Salesians who lived there with us as 

authentic Don Bosco. It was also the experience of many others, not only there, but in 

many Salesian schools around the world that were and still are significant meeting 

places for our young people. 

The Salesian educative process that takes place there like all successful 

experiences, is not easy to express, but I assure you that it bears fruit in reality, in life. 

From friendship to the development of the convictions of the Preventive System, 

through the School, where the academic aspect combined with presence and creativity, 

becomes a bridge to approach life with a personal project full of Gospel values and 

focused on social and civil commitment. 

An everyday school, which through the constant presence of educators and the 

organization of their own time, with a proposal of all kinds of activities in school hours 

and free time allows to concretize the great values of the Preventive System with each 

of the young people who live this experience. 

In this way, we live the value of “Hope” designed above one's own people and 

their future, the ability to develop the value of the “Partnership” with one's own young 

people, to make their commitment to their own Educative Pastoral Project (EPP) and 

transform them into protagonists of the same; the realization of the value of 

“confidence” placed in the young person, which generates a sense of responsibility and 

promotes growth as a self-confident person open to others. All of this combined with 

experiences of faith, religious celebrations and “doors of the Church” always open, to 

facilitate simple and brief moments with Him, always through His intervention. 

From this, it follows that young people spend more time in boarding school than 

in their own home and that school will become their important home. 
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The school, its playground, its classrooms, its church, its theatre are the meeting 

places where they can go, where they can stay and meet friends. And from this 

friendship, once their heart touched and opened, comes salvation as people and as 

Christians, through a proposal for an integral project of life. It was in this way that we 

transformed ourselves into good Christians and honest citizens; Like those young 

people of “yesterday”, so many young people of today.  

 

The Reality of School Today 

Today the face of poverty is the face of exclusion. Exclusion is the land of the 

“without”: young people without work, without housing, without papers, without a 

future, without esteem, without recognition, without consistent relational ties. And 

these excluded young people are in school.  

In our Province of “Mary Help of Christians”, (SDB, Spain) we have 60 schools 

and vocational training centres, with a total of 50,320 students. We cover all 

educational stages: Nursery School, Primary School, Compulsory Secondary School, 

Baccalaureate, Basic Vocational Training with 37 different Specializations, 

Intermediate Vocational Training with 98 different specializations and Higher 

Vocational Training with 35. Of all these young people and children, 6% have 

difficulties in personal or social integration. 67 % of the students who enter our schools 

belong to families who live on 6500 euros per year per family member. 23 % of the 

total receive some kind of scholarship or grant.  

A school where the two sections of the social reality meet: a section of young 

people who live in social exclusion and others who are integrated into the System and 

are eager to do something for others; this allows the young people to be evangelizers 

of their own youth. It is in this Salesian School that young people excluded from the 

educational system are rehabilitated through specific programmes of Basic 

Professional Training (1242 students). 

 A School prepared, through its educators, to assume 100% of the educational 

“role”, where the family is “absent” from its basic obligation. A School which works 

in a network in its local context, through neighbourhood, social and political structures 

which develop projects of learning and service. A School which knows how to translate 

the Gospel into the language of the young, so as to open the doors of heaven to them 

as well. A School, in short, a meeting place, to educate in a global citizenship, 

committed to formation and to the salvation of the human being, which produces honest 

leaders committed to the common good. 
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UPRIGHT CITIZENS WITH THE SALESIAN SPIRIT, TODAY 

Jorge Santos. Ex – SDB. Portugal 

 

Professional Commitment 

I have held positions in the Palace of Justice and at the Court of Appeal (Lisbon) 

always in the area of civil, commercial and maritime law jurisdiction. I also dedicated 

myself to the training of Judges and then as a teacher and deputy director at the School 

of Judges in Lisbon. 

If there is a profession where honesty is required, it is in the administrative field 

of justice. Citizens have the spirit that judges enjoy independence, responsibility and 

immobility. 

I have always had to demand a lot from myself because I have always been on a 

mission, in the service of those who seek a just solution in the realization of their rights. 

Each concrete case has required from me the greatest possible effort of 

concentration and awareness, in order to fully understand so as to lead me to discern 

as quickly, impartially and discreetly as possible, in order to recreate the situation and 

restore just peace among the adversaries. 

Of course, good sense, a sense of balance of interests, technical competence, 

intensive study and a lot of work are always essential everywhere. 

I think that I have always been an 'honest citizen' in professional performance as 

a Magistrate. For this, obviously, the effort of being a 'good Christian' and the 

exceptional formation in values received by the Salesians has contributed a lot. But 

always with absolute respect for diversity. 

I feel deeply grateful to Don Bosco because, without him, I would never have 

become a Judge!  

 

Commitments in volunteering, in the area of poverty 

a/ In “Community life and Peace” (Comunidade Vida e Paz) 

It is one of the most remarkable Private Institutions of Social Solidarity (IPSS) 

related to the therapeutic recovery of homeless people, drug addicts and alcoholics, to 

treat them and put them back in good health in society. 

The late Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon, D. Giuseppe Policarpo, appointed me 

President of the Community. He had 1,400 volunteers, 128 workers and 6 doctors, with 

8 units (Centers) of reception/hospitality, with a total of 240 people hospitalized for 

treatment; and he tried to get them back to life, for recovery and social integration. 

In 4 years, the reform of the institution has been promoted. To this end, many 

legal instruments were developed and the process of certification of the 'Centres' was 
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pushed forward. And all of this in the sense that the 'well-educated' and homeless 

people are entitled to receive high quality services.  

‘Groups of spirituality' have been created in all 'Centres' where there is total 

freedom among clients, collaborators and volunteers, considering that the development 

of the spiritual dimension is fundamental to the reconstruction of mankind.  

Every night of the year, 4 minibuses with 4 teams of 8 volunteers were 

circulating - and still continue to circulate - around the city of Lisbon, with 4 teams of 

8 volunteers at the meeting of homeless people and "prepared" to motivate them to 

change their lives, bringing them food, clothes and shoes as a way to approach them. 

The European Commission, through the 'European Action on Drugs', has 

considered the Comunidade Vida e Paz as a 'European reference institution' in terms 

of therapeutic recovery and social inclusion of homeless people.   

The years I spent with homeless people were the most fantastic years of my life! 

Every morning, before the Tabernacle, I would ask Jesus to help me to make the right 

decisions. The permanent question has been so helpful in my life: What would Jesus 

Christ do in my place?  

On the other hand, I tried to imagine and put into practice the way Don Bosco had 

looked at, welcomed, listened to, loved and recovered Bartolomeo Garelli... I never thought 

I would imitate Don Bosco in welcoming the marginalized and the homeless people. 

b/ In the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul    

Having regained my health, I have taken on another task of supporting the 

materially poor families in the Parish. In addition to welcoming them and listening to 

their family problems, I help them to provide them with food, clothes, shoes, to pay the 

rent of houses, medicines, water, gas, electricity, transport and school education, etc... 

I also dedicate some time for home visits/'apostolic' visits to families, moved by 

the certainty that the one who is visited and makes the visit is Jesus, of whom I alone 

am the messenger. 

It helps me a lot to live the Faith when I listen to others, their problems and 

anxieties, I suggest solutions, I open paths with the intention of filling the void and 

loneliness; I try to sustain the hope sustained by faith for a happier life in the midst of 

limited means...I try to support people to become freer, and even if I just keep silent, I 

let them to vent in order to encourage them. 

Of course, I respect the identity and values lived by others. It is important that 

the other feels that I am a permanently open door for him. I am the one who is most 

enriched! 

c/ In the Formation of Judges, in ancient Portuguese Africa 

Given my experience, I have often collaborated to provide technical and 

deontological training to judges in Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau and São Tomé 

and Príncipe, moving more than twenty-two times in recent years. 
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A fascinating but tiring volunteer activity, I am told to speak for 7/8 hours a day, 

two weeks continuously... to more than 100 Judges in practical formation and to correct 

the daily practical work... 

I took the opportunity to visit the Salesian Communities located in the suburbs 

(musseqs), with the neediest young people. I have always seen the Salesians in Africa 

in the manner of Don Bosco: friends of the young and saints! Lucky are the sons of 

Don Bosco who work in Africa! 

d/ Others 

Like Don Bosco, always with the Church: Parish Pastoral Council, Diocesan 

Pastoral Council, Parish Economic Council, SN Cursilhos de Cristandad, END, 

Marriage Preparation Centre, two groups of liturgical musical choir (Gregorian and 

polyphonic), leadership of the Federation of Past Pupils and other civic associations... 

Blessed is the Lord who encourages many members of the Salesian Family to 

build his Kingdom with the spirit of Don Bosco! 
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STOP TRAFFIC 
Nico Lotta. SSCC.  

 

In the introduction to the Strenna, the Rector Major writes: In our mission as educators, we 

cannot 'live in limbo', without doing anything with regard to life, justice, equality of opportunity, 

defence of the weakest, promotion of a civil and honest life. This dimension is now more urgent than 

ever, since the societies in which we live do not believe much in these values. In our education, whose 

side do we take? 

Faced with the phenomenon of migration, the tens of thousands of deaths at sea, young people 

enslaved in prison, we need to ask ourselves: which side are we on? 

How can we be honest citizens in the face of the exploitation of so many young migrants by 

human traffickers? What would Don Bosco do today? 

Precisely to answer these questions, VIS - International Volunteering for Development and 

Don Bosco Missions wanted to accept Pope Francis' appeal to the international community to 

overcome global indifference in the face of the massacres suffered by migrants. In 2015, the two 

Salesian organizations jointly launched the STOP TRAFFIC campaign in the countries of Sub-

Saharan Africa, an extensive awareness and training programme so that those who decide to leave 

will be informed about the serious risks they will face during the journey and concrete opportunities 

that those who want to stay would have, through specific development projects, to improve their own 

and their families' living conditions. 

The STOP TRAFFIC campaign is therefore based on two pillars: 

1. Awareness campaigns  

The first concerns the information to potential migrants who must be equipped to recognise 

and know the traps set by traffickers. For this reason, the awareness campaigns that will be conducted 

in the specific countries, aimed at increasing the knowledge of the phenomenon by focusing on 

traditional media and Internet and social networks, are fundamental. Facebook, in fact, has become a 

preferential medium for traffickers in recent years. One fact, that of access to the Internet and 

Facebook which has grown in recent years mainly thanks to the spread of smartphones are cheaper 

and more multifunctional than computers. In this sense, a market growth of 40% has been recorded, 

also thanks to a series of models, costing less than 100 dollars specially designed for the continent by 

Google and Microsoft. For this reason, all target countries are proceeding to: 

 Awareness and information campaigns through traditional media (especially radio and press);  

 Communication through new media (Internet and social); 

 Special awareness-raising events (organized meetings) on the risks of travel and human 

trafficking;  

 Forums on migration.  

2. Development projects in the countries of arrival 

 In addition to awareness-raising, one of the ways to combat targeted human trafficking and 

irregular migration is the implementation of ad hoc development projects in the target countries, 

designed on the basis of the needs that have emerged in individual countries, aimed at providing 

opportunities for potential migrants at the risk of trafficking or irregular migration. In particular, work 

is being carried out on the development of labour market-oriented vocational training activities, the 

strengthening of existing training centres, the start-up of income-generating activities and micro-

enterprises for young people and heads of families, so as to offer a concrete alternative to migration 

along the trafficking routes. 
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The STOP TRAFFIC campaign programmes are currently underway in the following 

countries: Senegal, Mali, Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Eritrea. 

At the same time, educational activities are being carried out in Italy to raise awareness and 

train young Italians about the real causes of migration and the systematic violation of human rights 

suffered by their peers who are victims of human trafficking. 

To do this, various educational tools have been devised, such as the storybook "L'orizzonte 

alle spalle" (The horizon at the shoulders), in which the protagonists of each tale are people we met 

in Italy, in Sicily, a few days after their terrible journey through the desert and then across the 

Mediterranean. We listened to them, looking into their eyes. 

And we decided to tell their stories, in an original way through the language of the fairy tale, 

so that adults and children alike would realize how difficult it can be to leave their own land and face 

a journey of hope like the one they faced. They don't know what they are facing. They often don't 

know the desert or can't swim. They run away from a war or are brought by economic necessity. 

Another educational tool created for students is Cabby - Telephone Traveller, a multimedia 

phone booth: entering it and picking up the phone, you can listen to the voices and stories of those 

who have traveled from their home country to Italy. Students, through Cabby, will be able to interact 

with multimedia contents, play the quiz, consult the didactic kit and watch videos showing situations 

previously faced by some migrants, all accompanied by their voice on the handset. Cabby will 

therefore not only talk about travels in Italian schools, but will also make those who enter it grow. 

As part of the STOP TRAFFIC campaign is the VIS project "Humanitarian Corridors" 

financed by the European fund AMIF (Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund) led by the Pope 

John XXIII community, whose aim is to ensure that migrants from Lebanon and Ethiopia in need of 

humanitarian protection can fully enjoy the right of asylum. The objectives of Humanitarian Corridors 

are: to draw a regular pathway for migrants; to prepare host communities for the arrival of migrants; 

to prepare pre and post-departure migrants. They are all useful steps for future integration. The VIS 

in this project is more involved in pre-departure training in Ethiopia, a country where it has been 

operating since 1998. 


