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I hope that today’s Salesian Bulletin also
helps you feel that Don Bosco’s Salesian
Family, now 162 years away from the
beginning of the Salesian Congregation,
humbly continues to make its contribution
so that this world is more humane, more
dignified, and fuller of authentic life, and
more illumined by the true light that
comes from God alone.
The Risen Christ
For the cover of this month's Italian
Photo credit: ANS Flickr

THE TRUE RESURRECTION
The one that touches peoples’ lives and
transforms them
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

In, With, and For the
Church - 3
Salesian Family
Reflections - 6
Marian Day 2021 - 10
Pilgrimage 2022 - 11
Our Family Album - 12

edition, we have chosen to use the
painting of the Risen Christ that is found
in the Pinardi Chapel. That most humble
chapel wherein the Salesian charism was
raised up by the Holy Spirit and where it
took root is today a tiny, but precious and
serene space for Eucharistic Adoration. It
reminds us that the Resurrection of the

My friends, readers of the Salesian Bulletin, I

Lord has transformed and continues to

greet you again with all cordiality by means of

transform everything. It is up to us,

this Salesian magazine founded by Don Bosco

through the use of our freedom, to make

himself. It was his intention to use this

God’s dream for humanity a reality.

bulletin to convey to the laity the reality of his
young Salesian Congregation, which sought to

Curiosity led me to search the internet for

be faithful to God as it was growing little by

what is said about the word

little. As we read in the 1877 issue, it "is

“Resurrection.” Certainly, I found

published to give a report of things done or to

references to the Christian Faith, but there

be done according to the purpose of the

was also quite a mixed bag of items. I took

Salesian mission, which is the care of souls and

time to watch the films that bore this title.

the good of civil society."

Some had nothing to do with our Faith.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

IN THIS ISSUE

IMPORTANT DATES
April 1-3: Sacred Paschal
Triduum
April 4: Easter Sunday
April 25: World Day of
Prayer for Vocations
April 25: World Day of
Gratitude for FMA
Mother General Sr.
Yvonne Reungoat
April 27: Servant of God
Sr. Antoinette Böhm,
FMA

Page 1

Volume III, Issue 4 | April 2021
Take the movie Mechanic: Resurrection, for example. This film tells a story of violence and revenge—both of which are
diametrically opposed to the central Mystery of our Faith.
You may wonder why I make reference to this. I do so simply because I want to emphasize that we live in a world where we
find everything: faith and condemnation of faith; freedom and slavery; advancement of children’s rights and forced labor of
minors; respect for the dignity of women and exploitation of women; social justice and injustice and abuse; solidarity and
distribution of food and lack of everything necessary to live with dignity. I could go on and on in this vein. It seems that our
world is a marketplace where we can find everything imaginable. But not everything is good and not everything is good for us.
I cannot permit myself to live without Hope
The Easter Season that we celebrate and the great event of the
Lord's Paschal Mystery, of His Death and Resurrection speak to us
of the fullness of Life, of Another Life. It speaks to us of Hope and
of humanity as we make our way through life; it speaks to us of the
present and the future in God, and it speaks to us of simple
realities where the presence of God who is Love is experienced
every day.
While I am writing these lines, the Holy Father is traveling to Iraq,
on a pastoral journey that seeks to announce peace, reconciliation,
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and justice. It is his deep desire as a man of Faith and one who lives in God that the wounds can be healed and the gorges that
have opened thanks to human misdeeds can be closed and give way to new humane encounters among peoples.
Is this too much to ask? Is it but a “pie in the sky” notion?
I do not believe it is. I believe that this is possible because, as I have stated a number of times, every day miracles happen that
change peoples’ hearts and lives because many have believed, have trusted, and have extended a hand to meet others’ needs.
The Risen Christ in the Pinardi Chapel in Valdocco reminds us of what it means to be guided by God and to live our Faith, just
as Don Bosco did, with our feet firmly planted on the ground and sensitive to the cries of those nearby.
I am one of those who, perhaps like many of you, want to continue to have Hope, a deep Hope that is nourished by that
strength that comes from God. Do you know why? Because I cannot allow myself to live without Hope, for without it, I would
not know how to survive because living without Hope would no longer be having “life to the full.”
I wish you a beautiful Easter, this precious time of our lives, filled with God's presence.
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St. Joseph, Don Bosco, and the Basilica of Mary Help of
Christians
"St. Joseph's altar in the left transept will be surmounted by a painting of the Holy
Family by Thomas Lorenzone, in which St. Joseph is portrayed as standing on a
cloud, with the Infant Jesus resting on his left arm. The Child holds a basket of roses
which he hands one at a time to St. Joseph who then drops them upon the Church of
Mary, Help of Christians, visible beneath the clouds against a background of the
Superga hills. The Holy Child is indescribably graceful as He smiles with ineffable
sweetness at His foster father. The holy patriarch looks ecstatic at that divine smile,
and the heavenly joy of the Divine Infant seems to increase twofold as it shines on
that beloved face. The Blessed Virgin completes the charming group. Standing beside
the Child Jesus, Her hands gracefully clasped in deep devotion, She seems ecstatic
with joy as She gazes on this exchange of ineffable love between Her Divine Son and
Her most pure spouse. Three angels—one holding a flowering rod—hover beside the
Holy Family. Above the ensemble, two other angels display a scroll with inscription:
Ite ad Ioseph [Go to Joseph].” The painting is slightly more than six by twelve feet. The
angel holding the flowering rod resembles Marchioness Fassati's young daughter
who had died of burns a few years previously; this was a kind gesture on Don Bosco's
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part that profoundly moved the marchioness. This is how Don Bosco described the painting which he himself had
commissioned. (The Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco. Volume IX, p. 110.)
On April 26, 1874, the feast of St. Joseph's patronage, the painting of the holy patriarch was finally set over his altar in the
Church of Mary, Help of Christians and personally blessed by Don Bosco himself. Years later Father Francis Piccollo described
the scene:
Being near the altar, I was impressed by Don Bosco's devout rapture as he often raised his eyes to the
painting and movingly recited the ritual prayers. The boys' choir too—over a hundred voices—aroused
inexpressible spiritual delight when it sang Joseph quasi arcus refulget inter nebulas gloriae et quasi flos rosarum in
diebus vernis [Joseph shines like a rainbow in the cloudy sky and like rose blossoms in springtime - see Sir.
50:8]. The roses in St. Joseph's hands and those evoked by the silvery voices transported us to an enchanted
garden graced by the majestic presence of Christ's foster father and scented by the fragrant virtues of the
great apostle of youth who stood at the saint's feet in ecstasy.
Don Bosco had photographs of the painting made for wide distribution by the Oratory bookstore, and Unità Cattolica published
a glowing article on this painting in its May 7 issue.* Father Francis Giacomelli, Don Bosco's fellow seminarian and his
confessor as well after Father Golzio's death, told us that, upon noticing that St. Joseph was dropping both red and white roses
[upon the Church of the Auxilium Christianorum (Mary, Help of Christians)], he asked Don Bosco, "What do these red and white
roses symbolize?" Receiving no answer, he went on, "I think that the white roses symbolize the favors that please us, while the
red are those which please God. What do you say?" "Right," Don Bosco answered. "The red roses are the best!"
(The Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco. Volume X, p. 537 ff.) | *Available only in the Italian version, volume X, pp. 1248-1249.
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"We Salesians Especially Must Pray" | Letter of
Don Albera to his confreres on the Feast of St.
Francis de Sales
January 29, 1915
Dear Sons in Jesus Christ,
Ever since Divine Providence wished, despite my littleness to prepare me for
the governance of our Congregation, I embraced you all with the charity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, not only as most dear confreres, but also as sons.
From that moment on, I had to love you with that depth and fullness of
affection with which our venerable Father Don Bosco and the unforgettable
Don Rua loved each one of us here below.
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We had all hoped that this year which began just a short while ago—and the one that marks two memorable dates for our
beloved Congregation, that is, the centenary of Don Bosco's birth and the institution of the feast of Mary Help of Christians—
would have brought us happiness and the sweetest joy from the great and solemn celebrations that we have been preparing.
Unfortunately, as you know, we had to postpone the exterior solemnities due to the present circumstances and be content with
uniting ourselves trustingly in unshakeable prayer for peace among nations that are being torn apart with unheard of ferocity
in the midst of a war which has no precedent in history.
Just think a little, dear brothers, about our numerous Houses, which once flourished in these nations that at present seethe
with war, or which are now depopulated of their young men or are reduced to a most miserable life. Think also about the
numerous confreres who have been called to arms and, among whom, a good number have already paid their “dues” to our
country with the sacrifice of their lives. Then, too, think of the others who are in danger of the same at any given moment.
Then, there are so many neutral peoples once so active who have been paralyzed and among whom we also have dear
confreres and numerous Houses. Not least of all, there is the phalanx—the entire “army”—of zealous Cooperators, who were
our support with their offerings and who now can no longer come to our aid. Whether this is due to interrupted
communications, or, more likely, to being constrained to share their wealth to come to the aid of others who are in more
urgent miseries due to the war, we do not know. Also call to mind the Missions, which entrusted their existence to the
offerings that were sent them at set times. Now you can perhaps have an idea of my present state of mind, as well as that of
your Major Superiors.
Now I wish to bring to your attention the example of those who, precisely because of these present difficulties, have given all
so as to resemble Jesus and His Poverty more closely and have proposed to deprive themselves of something at meals,
something which is already being done by all in certain Houses. An even more admirable example is that of some confreres
and Sons of Mary, who, as soldiers for their country, save their scant pay to come to the aid of the House to which they belong
or to the one that educated them. Certainly, it is not without regret that I think of such privations on the part of my Sons, but I
cannot but help admire their spirit of sacrifice.
In these calamitous times, we Salesians especially must pray. Further, so that our prayer may be propitiatory before God, let
us offer it constantly to our Powerful Help of Christians, the Great and Illustrious Defender of Holy Church, the Wonderful
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Help of Christians, who is formidable as an army in battle array. Here in Valdocco, in the Basilica of our Dear Mary Help of
Christians, right from the start of the war, fervent daily prayers to this end were begun. Humble supplication will continue to
rise with ever-growing fervor until it should please the Divine Clemency to answer our prayers.
In your Houses, I wish that you, too, might take part in spirit in these daily supplications, dearest brothers, putting in the
intention in all your prayers, that they may be made in union with those which are raised up before the altar of our most sweet
Lady.
Yours most affectionately in Jesus Christ,
Paul Albera, priest
The Fr. Paul Albera Exhibit on the Museo Casa Don Bosco website is now active in English, Spanish and French! Once on the site, click the three
little bars in the top right-hand corner, and then scroll down to the bottom to see the language choices.

Rector Major’s Six Year Program
A Salesian Family Perspective
First of 8 Parts
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB
On August 16, 2020, Don Bosco’s birthday, Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime,
Rector Major, shared his vision for the Salesian Family over the next 6
years. While it was explicitly directed to the SDB’s throughout the world, it
has very important implications for the future of the world-wide Salesian
Family as well. In each of the coming months, Salesian Family Snippets will
explore a different point of the Rector Major’s vision as it relates to the
Salesian Family Groups and its members.
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The Rector Major roots his vision in the terrible suffering and tragic deaths that have afflicted the world over the past 12
months. Fr. Angel affirms what we all know: our lives as Christians and citizens of the world have changed dramatically. We
realize that we cannot go back to the way things were. We have to move forward as people of Faith, Hope, and Love. We have
to come out of our isolation and distancing with a renewed commitment to our vocation and our identity as followers of Christ
within Don Bosco’s Salesian Family.
Our first steps in emerging from the crisis caused by the Covid-19 pandemic cannot consist in new pastoral plans or brilliantly
creative programing. These activities, no matter how well intentioned, will not be effective in renewing our souls,
strengthening our communities, and energizing our apostolic initiatives. Our first steps out of lockdown have to be based on a
renewed sense of who we are, rather than a focus on what innovative things we can do.
For Don Angel, “without Jesus Christ at the center of our thinking, feeling, living, dreaming, and working, there is no future,
and we cannot offer anything that is significant. In the words of Pope Francis: ‘The Lord asks everything of us, and in return he
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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offers us true life, the happiness for which we were created. He wants us to be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre
existence.’”
The Rector Major’s vision encourages all of us in the Salesian Family to encounter Jesus in the Valdocco experience of our lives
(family, apostolate, church, social setting). As followers of Don Bosco, our engagement in Don Bosco’s mission for the young
and families most in need will be transformed in the Lord Jesus by the Faith, Hope, and Love that are God’s gifts in Baptism.
Fr. Angel’s vision for the next six years follows directly along the lines of Pope Francis’ teachings in Christus Vivit and Fratelli
Tutti. Each of us in the Salesian Family is called to immerse ourselves in the realization that God loves us … God is near … God
is reaching out to us in this time of peril. With the hopeful presence of Jesus in our lives, we are called to be companions with
the young as they find the redeeming presence of Jesus in their everyday worries, doubts, struggles, and dreams. Whether as
parents or family members, neighbors or youth ministers, teachers or peers, all of us in the Salesian Family are called to be
with the young in the informal moments when they discover the Hope of God’s loving presence in their everyday lives.

"A Faithful Salesian Priest"
BY FR. MIKE PACE, SDB
Greetings from Valdocco. Permit me to piggy-back on an email from Fr. Dave to
share a thought that is very precious to me about Fr. Joe Doran. Like all of you, I
was saddened by the news of Fr. Joe Doran's passing. At the same time, I had to
smile as I remembered a conversation Joe and I shared last March when the
pandemic had just begun to invade our lives and our ministry. I was a coordinator
at the Marian Shrine and Joe was the regular daily confessor. After a conversation
with Fr. Jim McKenna about the most prudent way forward for our ministry, I
spoke to Joe as we walked down from the residence to the Shrine.
Photo credit: Fr. Mike Pace, SDB

"Joe," I said, "are you sure you want to keep hearing confessions with all that is going on. It is ok if you don't."
"Yes, of course, I do," he replied.
"Do you understand the risks?"
"Yes."
"Do you understand how serious the consequences can be?"
"Yes."
"Do you realize that you are in a really high-risk category, and, if you get Covid, you could die?"
Then he fixed his eyes on mine, put his hand on my wrist, smiled, and said in a steady, convincing way,
"Fr. Mike, I want to keep hearing confessions. I love hearing confessions. I believe it is what God wants me to do at this time in
my life. If I get Covid and I die, I will die happy, doing what I love and being a faithful Salesian priest."
I offer this in the Hopes that it brings you as much consolation as it brings me. Prayers for all of you.
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Salesian Family Day | Moved by Hope
BY JOHN LOPES, SALESIAN COOPERATOR, ETOBICOKE, ON
Wow—This Salesian Family Day was indeed special! Every time I get
together with other Salesians, I am always left feeling like a child. I
can never get enough! Never enough time, never enough computer
monitors to see everyone at the same time in Zoom. With so many
people from all over the place, it just becomes a happy event.
With the onset of looking into this year’s Strenna, “Moved by Hope” I
quickly realized that this was going to be an awesome day. It was easy
for me to nestle in my chair as Sr. Francine Guilmette introduced how
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Christ is always making things new in spite of whatever difficulties and challenges people face. Her reference to our Gospel’s
antiviruses of charity, solidarity, and justice included my understanding of how I should look at what I am doing to help those
in need. In particular, it helped me realize how I should continue doing my part in making this world a better place for those
who are suffering. I also considered the decisions I’m making to live a simple lifestyle for the sake of the entire human family.
It was comforting to note that she also highlighted one of the fundamental Salesian principles—the need for daily prayer with
the assistance of our Mother—as a solid starting point to making change possible. Moreover, I was thankful for her reminding
me of the need to read the Word of God; I often forget to do it! The brief analysis of “Moved by Hope” at this Salesian Family
Day really served its purpose. Therefore, it is with joyful anticipation that I, too, feel moved by Hope to carry on my own
mission as a Salesian Cooperator.
In like fashion, hearing Nadia Gundert’s faith journey brought me to realize that my own life has been a wonderful journey in
itself. Her current work as a Coordinator of Youth Ministry in the Archdiocese of Kingston caused me to reminisce about my
university days contemplating and studying our rich Catholic history and faith. Listening to her speak during this occasion
was heart-warming as it served to remind me that I need to continually develop and be tuned in to the ever-changing events
that challenge youth. I certainly don’t want to be caught with my guard down not knowing que passa with them. No way!
And then there was Jonathan’s presentation! I gotta love him, even though I never met him. His zeal to help the poor in his
community with gathering and donating food and clothing was inspiring. This young lad from Cornwall certainly has a heart
of gold, and his message of Hope through charity is noteworthy for every Salesian to ponder.
By the end of the presentations, like good Salesian followers, we heard Mass by Fr. John Mariapragasam (pre-recorded due to
COVID-19 restrictions), who had help from the youth of St. Benedict’s Church. Finally, the icing on the cake, the Salesian
Cooperators renewed their Promise! There is Hope!

Learn more information on morality and COVID-19 vaccines from the USCCB, the US Bishop Chairmen, and California Catholic Conference.
We also invite you to explore this month's Amoris Laetitia video and discussion guide. Please, click on the links below to participate.
English (Video and Discussion Guide), French (Video and Discussion Guide) and Spanish (Video and Discussion Guide)
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Meeting of the Salesian Family Provincial Council | March 7, 2021
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The Province Family Provincial Council of the Eastern U.S. and Canada met on March 7 to carry out its responsibilities, as
detailed in the Charter of the Charismatic Identity of the Salesian Family of Don Bosco. Fr. Tim Zak, SDB, Provincial, chaired this
meeting. Fourteen leaders of the Salesian Family in our province gathered for this evening and renewed the goal of supporting
and strengthening the unity and animation of the 12 Family Groups present in Canada and the Eastern USA.
Fr. Tim centered the meeting around the important role that the leader of each Group, as well as the Provincial Council
together, has to play in maintaining unity among all the Groups present in our part of the Salesian world—on the province,
area, and local levels. The role of each Salesian Family leader is to accompany and encourage all the Groups in a defined area
(Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, Midwest USA, Louisiana, Florida and Georgia, New England and Washington,
DC) to meet and to move together, not as parallel Groups, but as ones in which the whole Salesian Family works together. Fr.
Tim has been following this practice whenever possible. The Salesian Family Delegates have been trying to foster this “Family
culture” by calling together the Salesian Family Groups on their visits and contact with our Members in the various areas of the
Province.
The Delegates updated the Councilors on the progress that has been made in implementing the strategic plan established by
this same council in July 2020. Ideas and what has already been accomplished for celebrating the Salesian Family Spirituality
Days and Marian Day in the seven areas later this year were presented. Each of the Salesian Family Group leaders has the
responsibility of calling together her or his area leaders to make these celebrations shared family moments for the followers of
Don Bosco. The Salesian Family Delegates will provide these leaders with a packet of resources to help them develop their
plans.
The Provincial Councilors were encouraged to contribute to and make use of the various resources that have already been made
available through Salesian Family communication services: Salesian Family Snippets, the Don Bosco Salesian Portal, the Salesian
Family of Don Bosco book, the Vocation Kit, and other devotional materials.
Following the meeting, two quick reports were also given, regarding the “DiBOSCo Coffee Initiative,” which is being
spearheaded by Mr. Jude Elie, World President of the Haitian Past Pupils, who resides in NY, and the Salesian Family
Pilgrimage to Italy in June 2022 to celebrate in a special way the Year of Amoris Laetitia at the World Meeting of Families in
Rome and the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians. More details of all these Family
initiatives will be forthcoming in the near future.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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"Ready to Serve and Spread 'Esperanza'"
BY CINDY WOOLDRIDGE, SALESIAN COOPERATOR
On Monday, March 15, in a little corner of the world, Newton, NJ, a
priest, a sister, cooperators, and aspirants came together with a
goal for the greater good. After a year-long deprivation from one
another, bearing hearts desirous to serve and be active, they
became rekindled in their reunion and communion. Their
restlessness was satisfied at last after a trying, isolating year.
After prayer, reflection, dialogue, and contemplation, they were
ready for action and worked on personal formation, plans for
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hosting the Salesian Cooperator Provincial Elective Congress, plans for the annual Migrant Picnic, and other expectations for
the future, such as dinners for the Sisters, fundraisers, and more. They recited a special decade of the Rosary intended for
young people led by Joanne Rossi. Sister Carmen gave the Salesian Good Night and taught them about Blessed Laura Vicuña.
They are ready to serve and to spread “Esperanza" in their communities!

Photo credit: www.bosco.link

Congratulations to Fr. Sal Putzu, SDB and his Word & Life Publications team for the Study Edition of the new Directory for Catechesis.
Read more about this wonderful achievement, and download the Directory for Catechesis.
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Marian Day at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point is ON—both in-person and virtually!
A Celebration of the Salesian Family to Honor
Mary Help of Christians, St. Joseph and Jesus
“Look to the Holy Family and find Hope amidst Trials”
with Joseph leading the way

“Take the child and his mother, and flee into Egypt …” Mt. 2.12

Northeast Area (NY/NJ, Washington, East Boston)
May 22, 2021

Marian Shrine (HYBRID for designated parts)

9:00 am – 4:00 pm ET Holy Mass, Special Remembrance of all our Dear Departed, Witness Talks,
Small-Group Sharing, Confession, Procession, Rosary, Crowning, Youth
Activities, “Tour of the Basilica of Mary Help of Christians” Cooperator
Inductions, and Picnic (bring your own food)
Area Celebrations: Florida, Louisiana, Illinois, Montreal, Toronto, Surrey Areas TBA
Look for further details from the area organizers
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Click here and on the image below to watch the Colle Don Bosco video!

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Fr. Joe Doran, SDB
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Fr. John Grinsell, SDB
Photo credit:
www.sdbnews.blogspot.com/

Kathy Kantenwein,
Salesian Cooperator
Photo credit: http://www.iliffruggierofuneralhome.com/

Nancy I. McCabe,
FMA Past Pupil

Photo credit:
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com

Katherine Peterson,
Salesian Cooperator
Photo credit:
www.westmorenews.com

Click on each of the above photos to learn more about our beloved and recently deceased Family members.

"Servite Domino in laetitia!” (Serve the Lord joyfully!)
- St. John Bosco

Maria Auxilium Christianorum,
ora pro nobis!

"The future is the Salesian Family."
- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA
Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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