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Ukrainian Salesian Family members in Poland
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Between Pain and Hope
We are witnesses to a living Gethsemane and Calvary. Let us hope also to see the 'Resurrection' 

of this country and its people.
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

My dear friends, readers of the Salesian Bulletin around the
world,

As I write these lines to you, the media worldwide are giving,
minute by minute, almost instantaneous news of the terrible
war that is taking place in Ukraine. I am convinced that the vast
majority of the Russian people do not want to do harm anyone.
Indeed, I think that most of us agree in describing what is
happening in that land blessed by God as being terrible,
unimaginable, and unbelievable in the 21st century, calling it
total madness and true genocide. The thought of how we would
feel if we were living that reality must, I suppose, fill us with
sadness and shake us.

The sad reality is that, yet again, evil makes noise, destroys
things and people, brings death, skews human lives, fractures
families, etc. The good—so much good and solidarity—that we
are witnessing even while rockets and long-range projectiles
fall, is all done silently. This good tries to mitigate the pain, dry
the tears, and provide human warmth. The human heart is

capable of this, too. In situations such as these, we see the
worst of human nature and the greatest beauty of the
human heart simultaneously. We are witnesses to a living
Gethsemane and Calvary. Let us hope also to see the
Resurrection of this country and its people.

This very thing happened during that first "Holy Week" —
with those who betrayed Jesus and in His pain, death
sentence, silence, and radical loneliness. "Were it not for
His Mother and the Beloved Disciple, He would have been
totally abandoned." However, God had the last Word: the
Resurrection, the "Other-Life." I do not know what this
Easter Season will bring with the war in Ukraine. I am
writing in advance, and things change from day-to-day. I
trust that Peace will come with reasonableness, pressure
from almost all nations, and the strength of human
solidarity, and faith and prayer. As I write this greeting, we
are on day 10 of this terrible war that has displaced a
million and a half people. While this is true, I want to
underline that the solidarity, fraternity, and humanity of
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St. John Bosco in the foreground of the Ukrainian flag
Designed by Julia St. Clair

Aiding Salesians in Ukraine: 
Contributions and Updates

GATHERED BY JULIA ST. CLAIR, 
SUE PROVINCE COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

hearts filled with true humanity not be silent.

May we do whatever each of us can, dear friends. Let's join
efforts with our voices, our helping hands, and our prayers.

May the Risen Lord fill us with His Strength and His Peace.

In Him,
Don Angel

simple hearts and families, in addition to the response of many
governments, are the things that help me feel better about
being a human being. If it were not for these realities, I don’t
think we could forgive ourselves.

Our little grain of sand
I am in daily contact with our Confreres and Sisters in Ukraine
and Poland. It gives me great peace to know that, as a Salesian
Family, we are also offering our little grain of sand. I am happy
to hear that the young people welcomed into our group home in
Lviv are also welcomed in Salesian houses in Slovakia. It gives
me peace to know that the Salesian houses on the border
between Poland and Ukraine have all opened their doors to take
in those displaced by the war. Dozens of mothers and their
children have been offered food, rooms, and places to live in
dignity. 

Acts of solidarity such as these are also coming from other
nations and many other Salesian presences. Indeed, help is
arriving from all over the Salesian world and all the provinces,
regardless of size, according to each one’s possibilities. We are
acting as the channel for sending monetary donations and
shipments of medical supplies to the most remote places, thus
bringing help to people who need it most. Albeit a grain of
sand, we are tens of thousands of people and institutions who
are helping the cause. 

Prayer for Peace
All is done in silence—not "making noise" like the bad news—
without advertisement, just in solidarity and in simplicity. It is
time to move from Gethsemane and Calvary to the hope and
strength of the Resurrection.

It is very painful that, in this preparation for Holy Week and
the Holy Solemnity of Easter, bombs, bullets, rifles, and death
are present. Even amid this pain, I do not stop proclaiming that
life is stronger, human fraternity is stronger, solidarity is
stronger, the dignity of the person is stronger even when it is
trampled, and the help from brother to brother, sister to sister,
is stronger—even if we do not know each other or speak the
same language. Hope is more contagious. I ask the Lord of Life
in prayer to help us come to our senses—especially for those
who have created this tragedy. I ask that Peace win. I ask that

Please see this update on the relief efforts by the FMAs
regarding the situation in Ukraine. SEC Provincial Sr.
Joanne Holloman, FMA, asks that, as communities, the
Salesian Sisters choose a simple, but heartfelt prayer for
the intentions of the end of the war in Ukraine. Please
choose a time when this prayer can be prayed as a
community. Additionally, SUE Provincial Fr. Tim Zak, SDB,
has asked that all Province Day gifts be made to benefit
relief efforts in Ukraine. To contribute directly to Ukraine
support, please click here.

A very special thank you to all Salesian Family members
who have contributed to help Ukraine so far. Let us
continue to unite in love and pray together for world peace.

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Ukraine-Update-from-FMA-website.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=VNUPGzodJPhlqFvxOHQSKhQCiTu-6rKLNQe6dm2PSBwzbjcP0NI7u2TzLQbETKyLjKmt5lOu3cdW9Ksn
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The Ministerial and Educational Assumptions of St. Francis de Sales
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

St. Francis de Sales
Original photo courtesy of www.sdb.org

“Do all through love, nothing through constraint.”

St. Francis de Sales is a Doctor of the Church who was part of
the Catholic Counter-Reformation. He was among those who
aimed at strengthening the Catholic Church by renewing the
living roots of faith in oneself and others. His method of
evangelization was more according to the strength of personal
witness and freewill invitation rather than confrontation and
coercion. 

St. Francis de Sales came to this pastoral approach as he
realized  the unconditional nature of God’s love for him in the
Song of Songs. If God could love him so deeply without his
having earned it, it would be vital for Francis to love God and
other people deeply in return. This realization was made
personal in his relationship with Mary, his Heavenly Mother,
as he prayed the Memorare. 

The importance of St. Francis de Sales for Don Bosco became
evident when he said to his closest boys one day, "From now on,
we shall be called 'Salesians.'" In him, Don Bosco found an
inspiration and a model for his own priestly ministry with the
young and most vulnerable. It was no wonder that Don Bosco
was so drawn to Francis. Even a quick review of his life would

Taught Catholic Doctrine in a way the listeners could
understand in their lives;
Listened to ordinary and young people at length;
Proclaimed in ways that even non-believers could relate
to;
Made friendship a vital part of his spirituality;
Fostered a discipline for virtue in himself and others;
and
Formed small groups for virtue and action.

Live and minister with the conviction that God is
already in a loving relationship with me and with all
those whom I encounter (including the young).
Have respect and reverence for others.

reveal a Christ-centered person who:

For all of us in the Salesian Family, St. Francis de Sales
remains a model and an inspiration in our spiritual,
communal, and ministerial lives. Perhaps these four
foundations of St. Francis de Sales’ life and ministry will
help us in living and ministering as he did.

Foundations of St. Francis de Sales’ Life and Ministry
1.) Incarnation
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Mother Mazzarello gazes out the window over Mornese
Designed by Essales, a group of young adults and Sr. Ana Beatriz, FMA, in Latin America

Very First FMAs of Mornese:
Sr. Teresa Pampuro, Part 2

COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

In the house, it was said jokingly that Sr. Teresa was like
the presence of God; it was enough for a few words to
escape in the corridor or elsewhere, while speaking out of
necessity, to forget the subdued tone of voice, to see her
appear immediately, with her index finger on her lips or
with the gesture of her hand indicating to be quiet. Usually,
she didn't add more. Sometimes, as if to justify her tacit
reminder, she showed the booklet of the Constitutions with a
very expressive attitude on her face, which she always kept
in her pocket, pointing to the article on silence.

She was on the alert at all hours, nor did she ever believe
she was exempted from being vigilant. Her frequent
appearance in various parts of the house was sometimes
truly providential. Once, a new postulant had gotten lost in
the attic; she lost her bearings and didn’t know where to go.
She cried, going from one side to the other without finding
a way out. Suddenly, Sr. Teresa came to meet her, who,
from a distance, had heard her subdued lament and
immediately rushed to see what it was about.

On her usual rounds of inspection, she did not forget the
infirmary; in fact, she would stop there willingly to say a
few good words to the sick. With the postulants and
novices, she seemed a bit demanding; but she was also very
maternal and caring. She advised and corrected them even
in their material mistakes; she remedied the disorders,

Believe that people feel a need/desire to be close with God.
Preach and teach with a "heart-to-heart" approach.
Be as patient with others as God is with us.

Take an optimistic approach to the growth and
development of oneself and others. 
Let others be free in making their responses to God’s
invitation in love. There is no real growth unless it is freely
chosen.
Take the time to listen to others to help them discern God’s
call in their lives. 
Affirm the virtues and habits that best correlate with the
love God shows us.

Accompany those who we live and work with heart-to-
heart in loving kindness.
Let the young know and feel that they are loved as people in
an appropriate way. 
Be transparent in giving a personal witness of life in union
with God and in pursuit of God’s will. 
Help the young to live in alignment with the best values of
human life and Christian identity.

Realize that God loves us not because we are good. He loves
us because He is good. 
Believe that the God who loved us first and unconditionally
can transform us to holiness. 
Strive for a holiness that is not "other worldly." Rather,
work to obtain a holiness that we can all have by going and
above and beyond our potential, by being the people whom
God has called us to be.
Make our educational settings into "schools of holiness" in
life (including for the young).

2.) Christian Humanism

3.) Witness

4.) Holiness

"Don Bosco, like no other, knew how to translate the spiritual strength of
St. Francis de Sales into the day-by-day education and evangelization of
his poor boys. And, therefore, the entire Salesian Family continues to
have this task in the Church and in today’s world."

- Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime, Strenna Commentary
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Bl. Alexandrina Maria da Costa
Original painting courtesy of www.sdb.org

A Salesian Blessed
and Global Consecration to the

Immaculate Heart of Mary
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON WWW.INFOANS.ORG,

03/22/2022

(ANS — Rome) — On Friday, March 25, the Solemnity of
the Annunciation of the Lord, Pope Francis, in communion
with all the bishops of the world and their presbyters, made
the consecration and entrustment of Russia and Ukraine to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Card. Konrad Krajewski,
papal almoner, performed it in Fatima as the Pope's envoy.

securing doors and windows, closing the water faucets,
removing something out of place, etc. If she saw them sad, she
would interest herself in them with affection, ready to say her
word of compassion and advice, inspired by experience and a
profound religious spirit. She usually recommended them to be
humble, mortified; not to want to see and know everything; to
manifest their defects to the Superiors, with an open and
trustful heart. She also taught them to take care of their
external behavior, therefore advising someone that standing or
sitting as she was in a less than correct position; she told
another not to go up or down the stairs by running and jumping
the steps; to a third not to walk, with the arms swinging up and
down, like someone who sows wheat. Her uprightness and her
humility brought her to apologize, even to a postulant, when
she realized that she had made a simple observation wrongly. 

A very exemplary obedience distinguished her until her death.
If she had to make some small exceptions in food, in order not
to give bad example to the young Sisters, she would hasten to
say, "I take this, but I have the permission of the Superior."
They were small exceptions, however, because, albeit with
sacrifice, she ordinarily wanted to stay with the common food. 

The simplicity and candor of her soul were reflected in her
conversations, always of spiritual topics and preferably of facts
or sayings of Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello, expressed
with vividness of remembrance and enlivened with a fresh note
of wit.

In early 1908, she was obliged to stay in bed for an illness not
considered serious at first; however, the accentuated
progressive deterioration, in addition to the weight of 76 years,
aroused some apprehension, and she was advised to prepare for
the last Sacraments. At first, although she thought she might
recover, Sr. Teresa was not deluded about her own condition,
and she often repeated, "They don't tell me clearly, but I feel I
am at the end of my life." She remembered then that she had
sometimes omitted listening to the sermons, in order to better
attend to her own occupations and, in her delicate conscience,
she was afflicted and uneasy. However, it was a fleeting
disturbance; the simple and faithful soul soon found peace and
renewed with full awareness the act of accepting her death. She
was ready to welcome the last copious graces, which would

festively dress her for the meeting with God. In order to
better prepare herself for it, she desired not to be distracted
by any other thought and hearing how the Sisters would
gladly go to visit her, she thanked them from her heart, but
begged to be left in the dear solitude of her little bedroom.

On Friday, she received Extreme Unction, and the next day
she still had the comfort of attending Holy Mass for the last
time, celebrated every Saturday in the infirmary, and of
receiving Holy Communion. On the morning of the
following day, the vigil of the monthly commemoration of
Mary Help of Christians, she marked the dawn of new life;
into which the Holy Virgin introduced her, after a serene
passing, devoid of the difficulties of agony and sweet as a
peaceful rest!

Primary source of reference: CENNI BIOGRAFICI DELLE FIGLIE
DI MARIA AUSILIATRICE defunte nel triennio (1906-1908), pgs
117-128

https://www.infoans.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=14958:rmg-blessed-alexandrina-maria-da-costa-and-consecration-of-the-world-to-immaculate-heart-of-mary&Itemid=1680&lang=en
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Bl. Philip Rinaldi
Photo courtesy of www.sdb.org

Bl. Philip Rinaldi:
Inspiration and Model, Pt. 1

BY FR. JOHN PUNTINO, SDB

April 24, 2022 marks the 100th Anniversary of the election of
Blessed Philip Rinaldi as Third Successor of Don Bosco.

Life
Fr. Rinaldi was born in 1856 in the farming village of Lu
Monferrato in the Alessandrina section of Piedmont,
northern Italy. He met Don Bosco as a child and for one
year attended the Salesian school at Mirabello, but resisted
Don Bosco’s repeated invitations to become a Salesian.
When he was 21 years old, he finally joined and entered
wholeheartedly into the formation program, moving

At this worrying and tragic time for the threat to world peace, it
is significant to recall the contribution made by Bl. Alexandrina
Maria da Costa (1904-1955), Salesian Cooperator, to obtain
from God the gift of peace during the Second World War.

Bl. Alexandrina had been the spokesperson for the request for
the Consecration of the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
made to the Holy Father Pius XI from 1937 and in the following
years. In union with Jesus Crucified, Alexandrina was also a
victim soul so that the request of Jesus might be granted.
Therefore, from October 1938 until March 1942 Alexandrina
every Friday, from 12:00 to 3:00 pm, relived the Passion of
Jesus, lived in all her being, and visible in her body that
recovered in those three hours all the movements, retracing in
the space of her room, all the stages of the Passion of Jesus.
Jesus had anticipated to Alexandrina that she would live this
Passion until the Pope consecrated the world to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. On October 31, 1942, Pius XII consecrated the
world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

For Alexandrina, participation in the Passion of Jesus
continued, but inwardly, and a new martyrdom began for her
for the salvation of souls and for world peace: total fasting. She
lived only on the Eucharist for thirteen years and seven
months. In the meantime (1939) the Second World War had
broken out: Alexandrina offered her sufferings with fasting for
peace and obtained from the Lord the promise that Portugal
would not enter the war. In one of the messages, Jesus says to
her: 'You are a second ark of Noah. In you I enclose sinners, in
you as in that ark, I enclose everything for the life of the new
world. Your pain, your immolations are pain and immolation of
life more for souls than for bodies. Courage, little daughter!
Fear nothing... My daughter, my blessed Mother is with me,
listen to what she tells you.' Our Lady: 'My daughter, here I am
with my divine Son to hand over humanity to you and to close
it in your heart. The keys remain in the hands of Jesus and your
dear Mother. I have given you my mantle and my queenly
crown: you have been crowned by me. You are Queen of
sinners, of the world, chosen by Jesus and Mary. Today, the day
of my Immaculate Conception, we give you your royal
possession. From today it is yours, guide it, guard it. Guard it
on earth as you will later guard and guide it from Heaven. I
have chosen this feast day in my honor, so that in union with

me the day of this handing over of mankind may be
celebrated.'"

Alexandrina's mission continues from Heaven: the effects
of the consecration of the world to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, Alexandrina's suffering and fasting, continue today
from Heaven. Fulfilled in communion with Christ they
have acquired infinite value. Our prayer and fasting will be
a plea for peace in Ukraine, remembering that world peace
always begins with our personal conversion.

"Jesus taught us that the diabolical senselessness of violence is
answered with the weapons of God, with prayer and fasting. May
the Queen of Peace preserve the world from the folly of war." (Pope
Francis)
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Bl. Philip Rinaldi among the young
Photo courtesy of www.sdb.org

rapidly through its various stages. Don Bosco recognized the
depth of his spiritual life and leadership abilities, and
immediately after his ordination in 1882 made him director of
the “Sons of Mary” or late vocations program.

After Don Bosco’s death, Blessed Michael Rua sent Fr. Rinaldi
to Spain, first as director then as provincial of Spain and
Portugal. He developed the Salesian work in Spain so well that
he is considered the second founder after St. John Bosco of the
work in the Iberian Peninsula.

In 1901, Fr. Rua called Fr. Rinaldi to Turin to fill the post of
Prefect General, that is, second in charge of the Salesians. Thus,
he began a 21-year period of intense administrative and no less
intense spiritual activity. He managed the legal and financial
challenges of a growing religious congregation, the separation
of the Salesian Sisters into an independently run institute, and
the setbacks and struggles from a serious false accusation
against a community of SDB and FMA, and from the impact of
World War I on the personnel and activities of the Salesians.
When he was elected Rector Major in 1922, Church and society
were in transition. Pius XI succeeded Benedict XV as Pope, the
Fascists came to power in Italy, Communists in Russia formed
the USSR and the Salesian Society was in the midst of a major
rewriting of its Constitutions and Regulations in light of the
1917 Code of Canon Law.

Initial Formation
As a Salesian seminarian, Philip Rinaldi understood the nature
of the vocation to consecrated life and ordained ministry.
Among his many resolutions he wrote, "I want and promise to
observe the rules of the Congregation of St. Francis de Sales,"
and "I want and promise to be devoted to Our Blessed Lady and
St. Joseph. And I hope to receive from you, dear Mother, my
protector, the grace of coming to love Jesus and giving my life
for his glory."

Characteristic Traits
Those who knew Fr. Rinaldi remember him especially for his
fatherliness and "bontà" a word which is usually translated as
goodness but when applied to him has the flavor of good-
heartedness. In his first letter to Salesians after his election as
Rector Major he wrote, "On this past April 24, when... I went to

the Shrine of Our Lady Help of Christians, I was deeply
moved as I prostrated before her smiling image. At that
moment I felt in my heart that all of you were given to me
by her as dearest children in Jesus Christ, and that since
then, all I had to live for was you. Doesn't fatherhood call
for a complete immolation for the good of the children?”A
letter to his niece, Sr. Maria Rinaldi, when she was
appointed superior of a Community of Salesian Sisters
describes the bontà he practiced and wanted others to
practice. "Your first task is to safeguard the family spirit in
the community... your role as superior is to radiate calm,
serenity, joy... Very often take a look at yourself and see if
your face spreads sunlight around you.... A superior must
govern with the heart, not with the Rule. It is the heart that
makes people love the rule. This is what Don Bosco thought,
taught and practiced."

Faithful Interpreter of Don Bosco
At the time of Fr. Rinaldi’s beatification in 1990, then
Rector Major, Fr. Egidio Viganò, wrote a long reflection on
his beloved predecessor. Since Salesians of Don Bosco were
still adjusting to a major overhaul of their Constitutions
and Regulations in light of Vatican Council II, Fr. Viganò
invited us to look to Blessed Philip Rinaldi as one who ably
guided a change to new times. He was creative and
enterprising in starting new works as well as
understanding of the need to update official documents. At
the same time, he knew that the Salesian spirit of Don
Bosco, which nourishes our interior life and gives life to our
apostolic work, must be protected and strengthened.
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A happy family enjoying a day outdoors
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

Ecclesial Mission: Amoris Laetitia Chapter Seven
BY JOANNE FUSARO, SALESIAN COOPERATOR, BROOKLYN, NY, 

AND MIKEY VERA, ST. DOMINIC SAVIO CENTER, BELLFLOWER, CA

We, as a family and of the Body of Christ, are sent forth on a
mission to spread the joy of the family. This was the topic of the
last monthly session at the beginning of March where we
shared what this means to us.

Amoris Laetitia focuses on married life, the family created
therein, and the importance of their roles within the Catholic
Church. Although we are not married, we are living the
vocations of Cooperators and single adults within the Church.
As single adults, we can play a large part in the development
and fundamental workings of the Catholic family. As children,
siblings, cousins, niece and nephew, and godparents, we,
through our faith, assist in the formation of those we love. We
are also Salesian Cooperators and spend a great deal of time
working with children. This is essential because we, through
our teaching and witness of faith, place foundational stones in
the development of the children and families we serve. This is a
beautiful witness and example of how, through Christ, we are

all connected one way or another. Each day, we
demonstrate how we have an obligation to evangelize in the
world. It important for us to grow in Christ for ourselves.
Additionally, we need to always be aware that we may
encounter a person who does not know Christ. With this in
mind, an individual’s encounter with us may be the only
opportunity they get to experience and meet Him.

In paragraph 259 of Amoris Laetitia, it says, "The educational
role of families is so important, and increasingly
complex…" in which a story was shared about how
courageous young people asked questions about their Faith
regarding things they learned as they grew up. In fact, they
found out some of these were passed on based on their
culture. During our session, we reflected on a story
specifically with the sign of the cross and kissing your
fingers at the end with how this was passed on over the
years. Even without telling your children anything, they
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are watching and learning. Reflect on how your culture has
empowered your faith over the years, especially when you were
younger. What are ways you can evangelize without ever
saying anything? Then, take it a step further and think how you
can incorporate Church documents and be intentional
regarding what you study. When you grow in your personal
faith, know that it is also a moment to also grow others',
especially young people's, faith around you.

Today, society can confuse right from wrong and make what we
have been taught is wrong appealing and fashionable.
Therefore, working with young adults in today’s world is both
necessary and often challenging. We must take time and place
foundational stones that will eventually hold up their future
families. Young adults need the confidence and understanding
to walk strong and steadfast in a world that often makes them
feel disconnected. The stronger and more confident they are,
the more likely they will remain dedicated to living a life of
genuine love and respect in Christ. In Amoris Laetitia, paragraph
265 offers that "'Doing what is right' means more than 'judging
what seems best' or knowing clearly what needs to be done, as
important as this is. Often, we prove inconsistent in our own
convictions, however firm they may be. Even when our
conscience dictates a clear moral decision, other factors
sometimes prove more attractive and powerful. We must arrive
at the point where the good that the intellect grasps can take
root in us as a profound affective inclination, as a thirst for the
good that outweighs other attractions and helps us to realize
that what we consider objectively good is also good 'for us' here
and now. A good ethical education includes showing a person
that it is in his own interest to do what is right. Today, it is less
effective to demand something that calls for effort and
sacrifice, without clearly pointing to the benefits which it can
bring."

Paragraphs 280-285 remind us to have an open and honest two-
way path of communication. This should be for all topics and,
as a reminder, should also be age appropriate with regards to
marriage, death, and sex educations. Know that all children
mature in different ways and different times. We may not have
all the answers when younger generations ask, and that’s okay.
What is most important is that there is a conversation that
should always bring in faith and involve prayer modeling in

this way and that there is an open and honest two-way
conversation with our Lord. This will help those that are
younger in modeling the way of living out joy in the family.
Even when things are not always going well, you can
always talk about it with those you trust. 

Through Christ and our baptism, we all have an obligation
to nurture the Catholic family. No one role is any more
important than the next. Yet each moment, person, and
encounter is an opportunity to place a foundational stone of
faith and love —each stone painted with its unique gifts of
faith presented by an individual who has been designed and
called by name with purpose by God. We must never forget,
as we grow the idea of family, that many moments and
people, through the energy of the Holy Spirit, nurture and
guide individuals to come to understand the meaning of
love and its purpose within the family.

As it reads in paragraph 290, "Only on the basis of this
experience will the Church’s pastoral care for families
enable them to be both domestic churches and a leaven of
evangelization in society."

Click here or on the image above to attend the next meeting.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86092894974
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86092894974
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A beautiful day at the Marian Shrine
Photo courtesy of the Marian Shrine

The Laudato Si' Action Platform at the Marian Shrine
BY FR. DENNIS DONOVAN, SDB

One of the Laudato Si’ Action Platform goals is "Response to the
cry of the earth—renewable energy resources." This is a call to
protect our common home for the well-being of all as we
equitably address the climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and
ecological sustainability. Actions could include the adoption of
renewable energies and energy sufficiency measures, achieving
carbon neutrality, protecting biodiversity, promoting
sustainable agriculture, and guaranteeing access to clean water
for all. The Marian Shrine in Stony Point, NY, is the home of an
indoor chapel and an outdoor altar dedicated to Mary Help of
Christians and a retreat center for the spiritual growth of
young people and adults. The shrine is a member of the
international Don Bosco Green Alliance. A Green Campus
Committee has been formed to oversee the implementation of
the goals. The committee includes young students involved in
shrine programs, members of the Salesian family, professionals
with knowledge of renewable energy and ecology, the town
supervisor, and law enforcement personnel. The projects
underway include:

A) Energy Conservation – Through a grant from Orange
and Rockland Utilities, a division of Con Edison, the shrine
replaced the lighting fixtures in the shrine chapel with new
low energy LED lighting to reduce energy usage. The
thermostats and HVAC systems have been recalibrated to
save gas and electricity. Light fixtures in other buildings on
the campus are also being upgraded with LED fixtures.

B) Rooftop Renewable Energy – In collaboration with
Mission Energy of Middleburg, VA, the Salesians in both
Stony Point and New Rochelle are installing solar panels on
the flat roof areas of larger buildings. These will reduce the
amount of energy produced by fossil fuels at both locations
by 70 percent over the next decade.

C) Commercial Renewable Energy for the Community-
at-Large – In collaboration with Core Development of
Mahwah, NJ, the Salesians in Stony Point will build a 12-
acre solar farm on the southern-most portion of the former
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Natalia’s Dobko, (her husband is the Vice Rector of the Catholic University Ukraine), Sophia Dobko
(her daughter), Lisa Stacy, and Daryna Behen (a family friend who went to Sheptycki Gymnasium)

Photo by Lisa Stacy

Reminders from God
The Depth and Beauty of 

Our Salesian Family
BY LISA STACY, SALESIAN COOPERATOR

Recently, SDB Province Treasurer Fr. Mike Conway received an
email from a Salesian Cooperator, Lisa Stacy, regarding her efforts
at Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School to help raise funds in
support of our Salesian works in Ukraine. In the email, Lisa shared
an encounter that was very inspiring and moving, which she agreed
to allow us to share with the rest of our Salesian Family.

On Tuesday, March 8, we had our Support the Salesian
Works in Ukraine tag day. It went well with approximately
400 of our students participating. I was tending to my
normal work that day, when there was a knock on my office
door and a colleague came in to say, “Lisa, I would like you
to meet some people.” I am always up to meet people. In
walked three women, one a bit older than the two younger
ladies that accompanied her. All three of them live in Lviv,
Ukraine. Not only do they live there, the youngest went and
graduated from the Salesian School, the Sheptycki
Gymnasium there in Lviv. When they all found out about
our tag day and where the proceeds were going, there were
waves of emotion: joy, gratitude, fear for their loved ones,
and heartbreaking tears. Despite the language barrier, we
were able to talk and spend time together. We talked about

football field located in the Town of Haverstraw. The energy
produced by this structure will supply several partners in the
county with renewable energy for years to come. Low and
middle-income families and businesses will be given
consideration in the distribution of power from the array,
fulfilling another goal of Laudato Si’ in support of Community
Resilience and Empowerment. The shrine had considered a few
years ago to build an array on property located in the Town of
Stony Point. However, concerned citizens from the area warned
that cutting down a swath of trees to create the array would
negate any benefits because of the biodiversity loss that would
result in the area. The new plan utilizes large open fields and
some limited removal of the trees around them. 

D) Recycling – Another goal of Laudato Si’ is the Adoption of
Sustainable Lifestyles. The shrine’s Green Campus Committee
has several initiatives in this area. Posters have been created
under the direction of the Rockland County Solid Waste
Management Authority. These have been posted throughout
the shrine campus and in each of the bedrooms in the retreat
center. Containers to separate recyclables by class have been
installed at all locations. Visitors to the shrine are told about
the program and asked to follow the directives.

e) Restoration of the Shrine Woods – The shrine has several
pathways that twist and turn through the woods and past a
two-acre lake. Over the decade, the pathways were paved in
some areas and large block and concrete bases were installed to
hold the Mysteries of the Rosary statues. These were later
moved to a new location. The woods have become blighted with
dead trees, decaying pavement, and the concrete bases that
litter the forest. The Green Campus Committee proposes to
remove anything that is not natural to the woods over the next
six years. Mulch from the dead trees that are removed could be
placed in piles at the entrance to each pathway. Visitors would
be asked to pick up a bucket provided there, fill it with mulch,
and drop some of the mulch along the pathway to create a
natural path for walking, prayer, and reflection. 

For more information about the initiatives at the Marian
Shrine, contact Fr. Dennis Donovan, director at
d.donovan@marianshrine.org or 845-947-2200, ext. 305.

mailto:d.donovan@marianshrine.org
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Share Your Story
with Salesian Family Snippets

The Salesian Family Snippets editorial team would like to
thank all the works and groups of the Salesian Family who
have contributed to the publication. The team encourages

all Salesian Family members to send in contributions soon. 

For questions and guidelines, please email
communications@salesians.org.

and prayed for those that were still in Ukraine. The youngest,
Daryna, who was a student at Sheptycki Gymnasium, was
fearful that she would not see her family and friends again. She
was in the USA with this family for what was supposed to be an
opportunity to see the United States for a vacation. As our visit
ended, Natalia hugged me and totally broke down in tears. We
concluded with a prayer for all of those in harm’s way and for
good to prevail. 

Our Salesian Family is large and everywhere, and God reminds
us of this in very unexpected ways. My words cannot give
justice to those moments. The war fell into my arms that day,
the tragedy, the heartbreak, and the resounding love of our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank you for letting me share
the story. Lastly, know of my thoughts and prayers.  

Click here or on the image above to join the Salesian Sisters
for the next session of the virtual pilgrimage on 

Sunday, April 10. Visit this page for additional details. 
 

Questions? Please contact 
Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA at fmasfdelegate@gmail.com.

Salesian Family Opportunities
Rockland Young Adult Mass

Catholic Rock-West and the Salesians of Don Bosco invite
young adults, ages 18-39, to gather at the Marian Shrine in
Stony Point, NY on Tuesday, April 5. Confessions and adoration
will begin at 6:30 pm EST, Mass at 7:00 pm EST, and a social to
follow. Fr. Steve Shafran, SDB, will preside and preach. Once
again, bring your favorite card or board game! Food and
refreshments will be served.

Promotional poster for the Mass
Poster courtesy of Fr. Dennis Donovan, SDB

Journey with the Salesian Sisters 
on a Virtual Pilgrimage to Mornese

Mary Help of Christians and St. Mary Mazzarello
Designed by Essales, a group of young adults and Sr. Ana Beatriz, FMA, in Latin America

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89542266145?pwd=bEd2OHRvWVBJUGlpaVZldFpiTWxjQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89542266145?pwd=bEd2OHRvWVBJUGlpaVZldFpiTWxjQT09
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/virtual-pilgrimage-to-mornese/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89542266145?pwd=bEd2OHRvWVBJUGlpaVZldFpiTWxjQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89542266145?pwd=bEd2OHRvWVBJUGlpaVZldFpiTWxjQT09


Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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"Love is repaid by love."
- St. John Bosco

Fr. Sid Figlia, SDB
Photo by Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB

Requiescant in Pace

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, 
ora pro nobis!

MaryAnn Madama, Salesian Cooperator
Photo courtesy of Festa Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

https://salesians.org/blog/rest-peace-fr-sid-figlia-sdb
https://festamemorial.com/tribute/details/4131/MaryAnn-Madama/obituary.html
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg

