
Very often, I reflect a bit on those realities
that surprise me. Today, let me speak to
you of this one: as human beings we are
aware that affability, treating others with
respect, displaying signs of delicate
attention and respect, and sharing
expressions of brotherhood, solidarity,
and Love in all circles of our lives are
things that make our hearts swell and give
fullness to our lives. Yet, as groups of
peoples, regions, and nations, we struggle
to create communion among peoples by
joining forces in those things that help
make us more human.

This reality is not restricted to the great
issues of “macropolitics” or
“macroeconomics,” which often focus on
self-serving interests that are often in
conflict with each other. No, it also occurs
frequently within families, among
siblings, among relatives. We all know
that this is the case.

While we do not ignore the presence of
this reality in our midst, we know that
Christmas, the Birth of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, reminds us that
Salvation has been given to us and that He
has given us this gift so that we continue
to build a world where God, with His Love
for us, may be ever more present. Of
course, sometimes it is obvious that this is

Dear friends, readers of the Salesian Bulletin, the
publication so dear to Don Bosco, receive my
affectionate greeting. 

Today I would like to share with you the
message found in the title, whose author, I
must admit, I am not. It was Pope Francis who
chose “the smile” as the guiding theme of his
Christmas greetings last year to the employees
in Vatican City and their families. He chose
this theme precisely in a time when a smile
was too often missing because humane and
respectful behavior is often missing. 

"MAY WE ALLOW OURSELVES
TO BE SURPRISED BY GOD’S

SMILE."
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THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

The Rector Major in Rifugio Marinelli, July 26, 2020
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)
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peace. You will understand immediately
why. I was in Valdocco at three in the
afternoon, passing through the courtyard
when something or, better, someone
attracted my attention. I focused my gaze
and saw that a young person was standing
in the small portico under Don Bosco's
rooms. He was praying. I saw that it was a
Muslim who had laid his carpet on the
ground, directed towards Mecca, and was
kneeling and standing up, offering up his
prayers according to his religion. He was
communicating not with “his God,” but
with the One God, in the way and manner
that his religion expresses it. He was very
focused on his prayer, and he cared little
who passed or not, and surely he did not
realize that I was contemplating him for I
did so without disturbing him and with
great respect.

I had just left the Pinardi chapel—through
the grace of God’s Providence—where the
Blessed Sacrament, the Lord Jesus present
in the Eucharist, is exposed throughout
the day. I thought it was beautiful that
Valdocco and the portico where Don Bosco
had stood so many times with His boys
and where they had prayed was the same
portico that now received and gave a home
to the prayer of that young Muslim. God's
smile is a smile shining on all His sons and
daughters of our world. We are all the
fruit of His Love and His Creation. 

Like this portico in Valdocco, the Salesian
houses of all the Congregations of our
Salesian Family throughout the world
welcome tens of thousands of boys, girls,
and young people every day. There, in
these houses, they prepare themselves for
life, grow in humanity and in faith,
certainly living and expressing their

difficult for us to do because we have full
freedom to make and to undo, to build and to
tear down, to add and to subtract. For this
reason, while we are able to make the path to
a better Humanity, sometimes we seem to
take many steps backwards.

Therefore, I invite you this Christmas (albeit
still in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic or
at least of its threatening presence, even if it
is now greatly under control and we have the
ability to navigate in the midst of it) not to
give up allowing ourselves to be surprised by
that smile of God that translates into so many
simple things. One beautiful human example
is our behavior when in the presence of a
baby: we smile automatically so as to elicit
his/her smile. In turn, when that smile
brightens and spreads over his/her face, it
brings out great joy in us for it is a sign of
simplicity in all its beauty and innocence. 

"Jesus is the Smile of God," says Pope Francis,
“because He came to give us the Love of the
Father.” Mary and Joseph received His
Message for they recognized in His smiles
God’s mercy to them and to all those who
were waiting for the Messiah.

And we, too, now during this Christmas
season, can feel the presence of Jesus, the
Incarnate Son of God, smiling upon us and
upon the poor of the earth, upon all those
who hope for salvation, who hope for a more
fraternal world—one in which war and
violence cease and where every man and
every woman can live with the dignity that is
theirs as a son or a daughter of God.

A carpet at Valdocco
Now I wish to share with you something that
I myself witnessed a few weeks ago and
touched my heart, filling it with a serene
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families’, tribes’, or ethnicities’
religion, but always as sons and
daughters of the One and Only
God.

It is for this reason, my dear
friends, that I am sending you
my Christmas greetings, laden
with all the humanity and faith
of which I am capable. I
continue to invite you and so
many others to continue to be
people who believe that the
world needs our small
contribution towards building a
humanity that is ever more in
conformity with God's vision of
us.

I wish you a Holy Christmas,
with Pope Francis’ own
greeting:

“Take this wish to your loved
ones at home, especially the sick
and elderly: may they feel the
caress of your smile. Every
smile is a caress. To smile is to
caress; to caress with the heart
and to caress with the soul. And
let's remain united in prayer."

May God bless you and may you
have a holy and beautiful
Christmas.

Don Angel
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Salesian Family at the 2021 Jubilees Reception, October 30, 2021
Photo by Vicky Weekley

Salesian Family Spirituality Days – January 13-16, 2022
 The Rector Major’s Strenna for 2022

"Do all through love, nothing through constraint."

THE SALESIAN FAMILY COMES TOGETHER TO EXPLORE DON BOSCO’S GIFT TO THEM FOR 2022. 
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

Theme of the days:
We will look at the very heart of the spirituality of St Francis de
Sales (a strong inspiration for Don Bosco) during the fourth
centenary of his death.

What you need to know for the present:
It is a gathering on the worldwide, regional, and province
levels. At this point, we only have general information on the
schedule of these days. Salesian Family leaders of each group
and center will receive additional information on the entire
program as soon as it is available. 

What you need to do for now
1.) Take note of these dates and times:
      a. Jan. 13, 14, 15: World Session from Turin at 7:00-9:30 am ET; 
          Regional session at 2:00-3:30 pm ET.
      b. Jan. 16: World Conclusion with Holy Mass celebrated by the   
          Rector Major.

2.) Review the schedule for the world, regional, and
province gatherings and make plans for your participation.
3.) If you are able, take part in the sessions of all four days
at the world and regional levels. 
4.) For those in Canada and the Eastern USA, we
recommend giving priority to the most essential elements
of this program:
     a. Watch the World sessions on Thursday and Friday 
          (either live-streamed at 7:00 am ET or replay them 
          later in the day at your own convenience). 
      b. Gather virtually or in-person in your local Salesian 
           Family presences on the evening of Friday, Jan. 14, to 
           reflect and share on what we have heard in the 
           sessions. 
       c. Watch the live-streamed session from the Region 
           (Continental) on Saturday, Jan. 15, at 2:00 pm ET with 
           the members of your local Salesian Family presence in 
           an in-person or virtual gathering that includes some 
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"A Mother's Heart"
        time for reflection and sharing. You have the option of 
        getting together later in the day to watch recordings of
        this Regional session and reflect on their meaning in your 
        lives. 
  d. Give special importance to the Province program that   
       consists in small group gatherings on Sunday afternoon 
       (Jan. 16) at 3:30-5:00 pm ET. Our small groups for reflection 
       and sharing will be held in English, French, Spanish, and 
       Portuguese.

All participants in the Days—at every level—must register here.
Please click on the link and choose your language from the drop-
down menu in the upper right-hand corner.

Designed by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Keep an eye out for regular updates from the Salesian Family Province
Delegates and Planning team via email, MailChimp, and in the January
Snippets. We look forward to the excitement of entering into the process

of the Salesian Family Spirituality Days!

Pope Francis and Sr. Joanne Holloman, FMA, Provincial (SEC)
Photo by Sr. Joanne Holloman, FMA, Provincial

POPE FRANCIS'S WORDS ON OCTOBER 22, 2021 TO
THE PARTICIPANTS IN GC XXIV

"'The Mother of Jesus was there' (Jn. 2:1) of the Gospel of the
wedding at Cana, in your Constitutions becomes 'Mary … is
actively present in our lives and in the history of our
Institute' (cf. Constitution of the Daughters of Mary, Help of
Christians, 44). Accompanied by her, go forward
enthusiastically on the path that the Spirit suggests to you.
With a heart open to welcome the promptings of God’s
grace, with a watchful eye to recognize the needs and
urgencies of a world in continual change. Watching for
change, but with a heart always in love with the Lord. A
mother’s heart, a heart that is close, with compassion and
tenderness. And thank you for this meeting! Thank you for
what you are and what you do. I am close to you in prayer
and I bless you and all your sisters in the world. And I ask
you to pray for me: it is not easy to be the Pope!"

Read more about Pope Francis' presence at GC XXIV, access the full
text of the Holy Father's Discourse, and explore the following

materials via the hyperlinks below:

GC XXIV Opening
The Good Night of La Madre, Sr. Chiara Cazzuola, FMA

Installation ceremony of the new General Council
Flickr FMA

GC XXIV Closing

https://youtu.be/cz9UbVDT0lI
https://youtu.be/URISNF62OIo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/137890103@N08/albums/with/72157720069299271
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=X7jZH1rfK02USIS7Ob-YHGcgj6ZLBfhHhGHHi-VNw6xUMUtQTDZON0E3UFEyN0EyNzZBUlZOQVVQNS4u&utm_source=JEFS
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=X7jZH1rfK02USIS7Ob-YHGcgj6ZLBfhHhGHHi-VNw6xUMUtQTDZON0E3UFEyN0EyNzZBUlZOQVVQNS4u&utm_source=JEFS
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=X7jZH1rfK02USIS7Ob-YHGcgj6ZLBfhHhGHHi-VNw6xUMUtQTDZON0E3UFEyN0EyNzZBUlZOQVVQNS4u&utm_source=JEFS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAjGGOdDun4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28PPb3hZaU0
https://www.cgfmanet.org/en/ifma-en/gc-xxiv-pope-francis-meets-with-the-chapter-members-of-the-fma-institute/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/speeches/2021/october/documents/20211022-suore-maria-ausiliatrice.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/speeches/2021/october/documents/20211022-suore-maria-ausiliatrice.html
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(from left to right) First photo courtesy of Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA; Second photo by Sr. Maria Columbo, FMA

FMA, and the summer camp continue the mission among
the young and their families. The new chapel, rising under
the watchful gaze of Mary Help of Christians in the
courtyard and Don Bosco at the summit of the Hall named
in his honor, is no small indicator, attesting to the Sisters’
faith that their mission is as vital today as it was in 1921.

At Holy Mass on the actual day of the 100th anniversary of
the arrival of the Sisters and orphans onto this property—
Sunday, November 21—the present Sisters could only
marvel at the way the Father in His Providence had woven
together our Salesian Family history. As Fr. Tim Ploch,
SDB, recounted the story of how the Sisters obtained the
property which the then owners said they would "sell to
anybody but you (the Sisters) because your orphans will
ruin the beautiful property," all gasped, released a sound of
awe and broke into spontaneous applause. Unknown to
almost 100 percent of us Sisters (except maybe Srs. Rosalie
and Domenica, who were among the first orphans, along
with Fr. Tim’s own mother), it was Fr. Tim’s great-
grandfather, Robert McDermott, Esq., the Sisters’ lawyer,
who had "pulled a Don Bosco." Since the owners would not
sell to the Sisters, Mr. McDermott enlisted the help of a
fellow lawyer to buy the property in the Sisters’ stead.
What a shock to the owners of the time and what a shock to
the Sisters today on finding this out! We are living in a new
century with new needs and new apostolates to answer

So quoted Mgr. Kupke during his homily on Saturday,
November 20, 2021, as the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians gathered to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
founding of their Work in North Haledon, NJ. The event was
made even more joyful as this was the very first time the Sisters
could come together in one body (from Canada and the Eastern
USA, the boundaries of St. Joseph Province) in almost two
years.

Moving St. Michael’s Orphanage from Paterson to "the country"
was necessitated by the need for more space to house and care
for the children orphaned of one of their parents, or both, at the
turn of the last century by WWI and the flu epidemic of the late
1910s. The Salesian Sisters and the orphaned children hiked up
the hills to set foot on this one-time orchard on November 21,
1921. From that moment forward, under the watchful gaze of
the Sisters, the ministry flourished, expanded, and underwent
numerous adaptations as times and the needs of the young
changed. From early on, the mission was one of the Salesian
Family for in 1925 the Salesians of Don Bosco took up residence
in the Harris House on the property to minister to both the
Sisters and their pupils until the turn of this century. 

But the story does not end here! The present works in North
Haledon continue to grow, adapt, and expand: Mary Help of
Christians Academy’s eighth grade and high school, the
aspirantate for those discerning Religious Life with the

A Century Ended...A Century Begun!
BY SR. DENISE SICKINGER, FMA
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Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

them. This was part of what Sr. Joanne Holloman, Provincial,
and Sr. Michelle Geiger, Provincial Delegate, shared with the
Sisters about their two-month experience at our recently-
ended General Chapter in Rome.We have been called to
"expand our horizons" by implementing the teachings of Pope
Francis in his encyclical, Laudato Sì, on the "Care for Our
Common Home." A commission of Sisters was established
immediately and met on Sunday to foster the creation and
carrying out of initiatives in this regard by creating a vast
network of smaller groups composed of members of our
faculties, students, and the Salesian Family to work to this end
wherever we are in the Province. 

It is no small wonder, then, that Divine Providence has already
smoothed the way for a new initiative, 100 percent in accord
with the teachings of Laudato Sì, to find a launch pad right here
in North Haledon at MHCA: The Di BOSCo Coffee (and
chocolate) Project. On December 11, 2021, at an in-person
gathering at MHCA, Mr. Peter Kovac, the co-founder of Di
BOSCo and Salesian Past Pupil from Slovakia, will explain how
this company composed of a network of Past Pupil coffee and
cocoa growers, processors, exporters, and café owners came to
be. He and Mr. Jude Elie, contact for the world-wide group of
Haitian Past Pupils, ACODOSAH, will share with us how our
Salesian Family, friends, and all those interested can make it
take root in North America. Indeed, the very first warehouse
and coffee shop(s) will open in Paterson, NJ! 

Join us if you:
 - are simply curious;

 - want to try and/or buy some excellent coffee and
chocolate;

 - wish to help launch the project;
 - would like to be part of a new way of evangelizing and

helping the young in Salesian style, especially reaching out
to young adults and the "nones;"

- would like to help struggling families; and
 - would like to invest in and/or market the products.

 
There is no charge to participate.

 
We will have fun Christmas activities for all children who

come with their parents. BRING THE FAMILY!
 

To attend in-person, please RSVP to :
Contact@donboscosalesianportal.org

 
To participate virtually, log-on below 

on Saturday, December 11 at 2:30 pm ET:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/459087261

You can also dial in using your phone.
 United States: +1 (872) 240-3212

Access Code: 459-087-261
 

Everyone must register here to attend virtually.

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/459087261
tel:+18722403212,,459087261
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/di-bosco-gathering/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/di-bosco-gathering/
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Click on the image above to watch the Mass and view photos 
from the celebration on November 21, 2021.

Both images designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/di-bosco-gathering/
https://boxcast.tv/view/sunday-november-21-province-mass-354341
https://boxcast.tv/view/sunday-november-21-province-mass-354341
https://salesiansisters.app.box.com/s/ujgpu2rennyro34jmi2rmcjpjiujfdrk
https://salesiansisters.app.box.com/s/ujgpu2rennyro34jmi2rmcjpjiujfdrk
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Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

Certainly, St. Joseph is most justly said to resemble the
palm, for he was always constant, persevering, strong, and
valiant…and practiced them marvelously well. As regards
his  constancy, did he not display it wonderfully when,
seeing Our Lady with child, and not knowing how that
could, be, his mind was tossed with distress, perplexity, and
trouble? Yet, in spite of all, he never complained. He was
never harsh or ungracious towards his holy Spouse, but
remained just as gentle and respectful in his demeanor as
he had ever been. But what valor and strength did he not
display in the victory which he gained over the two greatest
enemies of man, the devil and the world? And that by the
practice of a most perfect humility, as we have said,
throughout the whole course of his life… We may,
therefore, well say: "Valiant and strong is the man who, like
St. Joseph, perseveres in humility; he will be conqueror at
once of the devil and of the world, which is full of ambition.

As regards perseverance, which overcomes that secret
enemy of our souls' weariness and dejection under the
continual assaults of humbling, painful circumstances—ill
fortune, as we say—and the thousand accidents and
misadventures of daily life, how greatly was the Saint tried
in this way by God and man in his journey into Egypt! The
Angel commanded him to set forth immediately and to take 

As Pope Francis draws to an end the Year of St. Joseph on
December 8, 2021, we conclude this four-part series on our
Holy Patron, drawn from the writings of St. Francis de Sales.
His teachings seem to presage Pius IX’s action in declaring St.
Joseph the "Protector of Holy Church," as described on page 87
in volume X of The Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco:

On December 8, 1870, Pius IX, seeing the Church ‘persecuted and
oppressed everywhere by her enemies 'to the extent of encouraging the
godless to believe ‘that the gates of hell were about to prevail against her,’
heeded the petitions of the world episcopate and declared St. Joseph
patron of the Catholic Church, ‘entrusting himself and all the faithful to
his most powerful protection.’ He also raised the liturgical rank of the
feast which was to be solemnly observed on March 19. At Don Bosco's
directive, from 1871 onward, St. Joseph's feast was celebrated in all
Salesian houses as a holy day.

The palm has a strength, courage, and even constancy far
beyond all other trees; therefore, it takes the highest rank
among them. The palm shows its strength in this, that the more
it is laden, the more it shoots up and the higher it grows; which
is quite unlike all other trees, and indeed all other things, for
the more heavily they are laden, the more they bow down to the
earth. The palm, however, shows its strength and constancy,
never bending down, whatever load is placed upon it.

Constant and Strong

A CONCLUSION TO THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
GATHERED BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB AND SR. DENISE SICKINGER, FMA
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International Conference on Fr. Paul
Albera Held in Rome

BY FR. MIKE MENDL, SDB

Our Lady and the Holy Child into that country. Instantly,
without a moment’s delay, without even a word, he obeys. He
does not ask: "Where shall I go? What road shall I take? How
shall we be fed? Who will receive us there?" With his tools on
his back, so that he may earn his poor livelihood and that of his
family in the sweat of his brow, he sets forth on his journey.
How heavily this dejection and distress of mind, of which we
have spoken, must have oppressed him, since the Angel had not
told him how long a time he must remain in Egypt, and he
could not settle down in any fixed abode, not knowing when he
might be commanded to return.

He remained there for the space of five years, as is generally
believed, without asking any question as to his return, secure
that He who had commanded his departure would also
command his return, and he remained "ready always to obey
the divine voice." He was in a land not only strange, but hostile
to the Israelites, inasmuch as the Egyptians resented the fact of
their having escaped from their tyranny, and also of their
having been the cause of many of their nation being drowned in
the depths of the Red Sea, when in pursuit of them. I leave you,
therefore, to imagine how great must have been St. Joseph's
desire to return, on account of the continual fear in which he
lived among the Egyptians. The anxiety, too, of not knowing
when he might depart must greatly have afflicted and
tormented his poor heart. Yet he persevered in his submission
to the good pleasure of God, to Whose guidance he yielded
implicitly, for as he was a just man, his will was always
absolutely united and conformed to the will of God. 

To be just is, indeed, to be perfectly united to the divine will,
and to be always conformed to it, in all sorts of events, whether
prosperous or adverse. That St. Joseph was this, no one can
doubt. See how the Angel molds him like wax in his hands! He
tells him that he must go into Egypt; he goes. He commands
him to return into his own country and he returns. God wills
that he should be always poor, which is one of the heaviest
trials that He can lay upon him, and he submits lovingly, not
for a time only, but for his whole life. And what poverty-
despised, rejected, needy poverty!

… What more remains to be said, except that we can never for a
moment doubt that this glorious Saint has great influence in

heaven with Him Who raised him there in, body and in soul
—a fact which is the more probable because we have no
relic of that body left to us here below! Indeed, it seems to
me that no one can doubt this as a truth, for how could He
Who had been so obedient to St. Joseph, all through His life,
refuse him this grace?

These are great purity of body and mind, humility,
constancy/courage, and perseverance. These virtues will
make us victorious in this life over our enemies, and.
through them we shall merit the grace to enjoy in eternal
life the rewards prepared for those who shall imitate the
example given by St. Joseph while in this life—a reward
which will be nothing less than eternal happiness, in which
we shall enjoy the unclouded vision of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Blessed be God!

A long-anticipated international conference on Fr. Paul
Albera took place at the Salesian Pontifical University in
Rome on Oct. 30-31. The conference was intended to be the
highlight of the Albera commemorative year, marking the
centennial of his death on Oct. 29, 1921.

Besides the conference, other centennial events included
book publications and a major exhibit, probably a good
number of smaller conferences and articles, and in the New
Rochelle Province, research into Fr. Albera’s
correspondence in our archives.

Photo courtesy of Salesian Central Archives
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The conference was originally planned to take place in Turin
over three days (Oct. 30-Nov. 1), but Covid-19 considerations
led to a change of plans, including that most of the attendees
were present only digitally. All the presentations—even the
papers of English-speakers—were given in Italian except one in
Spanish. The quality of the papers was high. Several people
helped with simultaneous translations into English, which
varied considerably in their quality and helpfulness.

Those who Zoomed in apparently came from around the world,
predominantly from Western Europe and Latin America, but
Africa was well represented, and the Far East definitely was
there. There were SDBs, FMAs, Cooperators, past pupils, and
scholarly friends of the Family.

The conference was sponsored by the Salesian Historical
Institute, based at UPS. Fr. Stefano Martoglio, vicar of the
rector major, welcomed participants, who numbered at least
135 online and, it appeared, 25-30 in person. Notable
participants were Fr. Francesco Motto, Fr. Aldo Giraudo, Sr.
Grazia Loparco, Fr. Stanislaus Zimniak, and Fr. Joe Boenzi,
among the 15 presenters. Many outstanding SDB and FMA
historians were present in person or digitally.

Several of the papers referred to Fr. Albera’s life and
importance as Don Bosco’s second successor. Most important
was his stress (as both catechist general and rector major) on
fidelity to Don Bosco in continuity with Fr. Rua; this was
crucial in the formation of new generations of Salesians. Also
very significant was the Congregation’s missionary expansion
during his 1910-1921 rectorate and his longstanding assistance
to the FMAs (going back to his years as provincial in France).
He shepherded the Congregation during the traumatic years of
World War I, during which hundreds of confreres were called
into service on both sides, houses were damaged, and the
Congregation made great commitments to care for war
orphans.

Other papers addressed Fr. Albera’s contribution to Salesian
spirituality—notably the presentations by Fr. Aldo Giraudo,
who just published a book on that topic, and Fr. Joe Boenzi. He
gave hundreds of conferences in Europe and South America,
preached numerous retreats, published Fr. Albera’s circular

letters (and of course wrote his own), took special interest
in the novices (both SDB and FMA), and published the first
Director’s Manual. He maintained a close relationship with
Pius X and Benedict XV, assuring Salesian fidelity to the
Popes. As recounted by Bro. Ivan Fresia, his 1900-1903
visitation of the Americas in Fr. Rua’s name was very much
about the confreres’ and sisters’ spiritual lives as well as
their fidelity to Don Bosco.

Two FMAs offered papers on Fr. Albera’s contributions to
the FMAs, such as shepherding them through the
separation from the SDBs ordered the by Holy See, guiding
their formation programs, providing Salesians to guide
them as “apostolic delegates,” insisting with provincials
and directors to care for them, and promoting the
Preventive System among them. Fr. Petr Zelinka, the
Congregation’s archivist, summarized the vast amount of
material that’s on hand in the archives. Other speakers
touched on the growth of the Salesians during his
governance, the revision of the Constitutions following the
1918 Code of Canon Law, Fr. Albera’s figure as seen in the
Salesian Bulletin, and a comparison of his appearance with
Don Bosco’s in photographs (poses that seem to emphasize
his continuity with the Founder).

One of Fr. Martoglio’s introductory comments was that we
want to know the past in order to look to the future with
fidelity, as the great Salesians of the past, like Fr. Albera,
teach us.  Prof. Andrea Riccardi (founder of Sant’Egidio)
commended Fr. Albera’s governance, based on his
knowledge of the world. He was Piedmontese, but he was
open to the world; he was universal. He also said that Fr.
Albera reminds us that we must know Don Bosco in order
to know his Congregation. Fr. Albera, like all of Don Bosco’s
successors, lived the Founder’s charism in the context of
the challenges of his own times. A historical sense is
important for understanding any religious congregation
(and the SDBs are blessed to have an excellent historical
institute). 

Watch the entire program (first day - second day) on
YouTube. The live streaming also offered English
translations.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGqikP3fkJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wu8MWpNBclg
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Photos courtesy of Canva Pro

Pray the Immaculate Conception 
Novena with Us

COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

In preparation for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
2021, the Salesian Family Sector of the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians offer the following proposal for reflection on Our
Lady and how we can learn from her to be a loving presence in
our world: "The word, the gesture, and the gaze of Mary." [1]
Mary will help to awaken in us passion for Jesus and educative
passion; to allow ourselves to be questioned by challenges with
a contemplative and prophetic gaze, and to be able to have an
efficacious impact in the Church and in society, together with
the Salesian Family, through concrete educational actions.
Each reflection may be used over a three-day period for it to be
a novena from November 29-December 7. It could also be used
in a triduum of preparation from December 5-7 or in the final
three weeks of Advent as a preparation for Christmas.

Click here to access the Novena and pray with us.

Very First FMAs of Mornese: Sr.
Petronilla Mazzarello, Part II

Covering the years following the death of her
intimate friend, St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello

Superior of the House of Lanzo (1881-1891)
Mother Petronilla bore her suffering with dignity, and after the
spiritual retreat in the month of August, obedience sent her to
be the Superior of the community of Sisters taking care of the

Photo courtesy of Sr. Judith Suprys, FMA

kitchen and wardrobe of the Salesian priests and their
pupils at Lanzo. Mother Petronilla brought to that
community the spirit of Mornese and of Nizza, the spirit of
her holy friend, with which she was so imbued that she was
a faithful copy. 

Superior of the House of Penango (1891-1900)
At Penango, the Sisters fulfilled the same domestic services
for the Salesian priests and their pupils. Here too she
revived the spirit of Mornese. The Sisters saw her shining
example of exactness in observance of the rule, fervor in
piety, mortification, humility at all costs, enchanting
sweetness, and charity toward all. She took great care of the
festive Oratory. Jovial and cheerful, she lifted spirits with
her humor. In spite of her age, she always was ready to
play.

Doorkeeper at the Novitiate of St. Joseph (1900-1910)
She did not have an outstanding responsibility at the
Novitiate, except that of doorkeeper and assistant in the
common parlor. In spite of her years of duties in
responsibility, she never gave position a thought. She knew
that in the house of God every work is noble and that God
does not reward anyone according to the dignity of the
office they hold, but according to the spirit, the way, and
the end with which they carry it out. Therefore she
accepted the new office with a smile and without placing
any difficulty, and she sought to carry it out with that
rectitude and perfection that she used to put in everything.
Her presence in the novitiate was a great stimulus to the
formation of the novices. Her good example in regular

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADBiODhkNjllLWQ3OTItNGU1Ni1iNzE2LWYwZWNjNTY0MDMwMwAQAM21%2FSu%2FpJVIm0FOeEysnNk%3D#x__ftn1
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADBiODhkNjllLWQ3OTItNGU1Ni1iNzE2LWYwZWNjNTY0MDMwMwAQAM21%2FSu%2FpJVIm0FOeEysnNk%3D#x__ftn1
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Novena-to-Immaculate-Conception-for-Snippets.pdf
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observance, her good and simple
conversations, and her maternal interactions
with the novices helped them to absorb "the
spirit of Mornese." The novices would beg
her, "Tell us of Mornese, talk to us of Mother
Mazzarello." The whole community and
especially the novices listened to her with
avidity.

Superior at San Marzano Oliveto and
recall to the Mother House (1910-1911)
Mother Petronilla’s stay at San Marzano
Oliveto was brief. As Superior of the
community, in all charity she helped the
Sisters to be exact in accomplishing their
duties. She encouraged them to work with
faith and humility, to be of good example to
all, and to thank God for everything
especially the gift of their vocation as a
Daughter of Mary Help of Christians. She
willingly stayed with the children and the
girls. At the end of the school year she was
recalled to the Mother House in Nizza.

With the young Sisters and postulants
(1911-1925)
The Sisters of the various houses at that time
were in great part gathered together in the
summer at the house of Nizza for the spiritual
retreat. Many took the occasion to ask Mother
Petronilla for a counsel, a good thought, and
she gave herself to everyone.
Sometimes the Superiors would invite her to
give the Good Night and she recalled to all the
good spirit of Mornese, of Mother
Mazzarello; she encouraged them to make the
Sign of the Cross well, to be vigilant that in
the houses to which they were sent the Sign
of the Cross would be always done well by the
Sisters as well as by the girls, and that in
making it one would think of the Passion of
the Lord. Desirous of doing good as much as
she was able, during the hours of recreation

The Oratorians
There the oratorians felt that
she loved them so much. When
they saw her appear, they would
run to her joyfully. They would
surround her and ask her many
questions. She responded to
what they asked, she listened to
what they said, and she did not
leave them until the moment to
go for catechism or for church.
She was always attentive to find
the occasion to say a good word
to this one or that one, to give a
little comfort to whoever
needed it. The Sisters, the
novices, the postulants, the
students, the oratorians all
loved her filially because of her
maternal goodness and her
good, affectionate glance, and
they esteemed her for her
virtue. It was a delight to hear
her speak with candor of her
love for Jesus.

Fr. Ferdinand Maccono
"I remember when I began to
question her on her friend
Maria Mazzarello, of whom I
had to write the life. Many
times she hesitated without my
understanding why. One day
she gave me the explanation,
saying with tears in her eyes:
"You want to know everything
and you encourage me to say
everything because you want to
write everything; but I am
suffering because I don’t know
if Maria would be pleased that
everyone knows what
happened, because we did

she interacted with the young Sisters,
with the postulants (and even with the
students) in order to give a counsel,
recount an edifying deed, teach how to
make little acts of virtue, little
mortifications, brief visits to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, and to often make a
spiritual communion and recite fervent
short prayers from the heart. She always
spoke the venerated names of Don Bosco
and Mother Mazzarello, and she "never
tired…of making us practical reflections
on their characteristic virtues; she also
spoke often to us of the fervor and the
heroic virtues of the first Sisters of
Mornese; but she never spoke of herself."

The students
The house of Nizza had all of the levels of
schools—from the Asilo (Kindergarten) to
the Istituto Magistrale Superiore
(Teachers’ Training School). There were
more than 200 resident students, and the
day students more than 300. The girls,
attracted by her good and affectionate
words, would run to meet her, surround
her, and have a thousand things to say to
and ask her. She let them talk, she would
give some answer, she tolerated their
noise without every showing annoyance;
she gave encouragement. "We students
spoke of her as of a saint, because she was
such in the minds of everyone. Therefore
we often went to her for some counsel.
She, always good, always humble, always
patient, listened to us one by one, even
when we were many around her, and we
were a crowd, not always discreet. Her
virtues edified us. Often we begged her to
tell us something of Mother Mazzarello,
and she with all goodness and simplicity
listened to us and we would leave always
more edified."
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everything, really everything for the Lord as Don Pestarino had
recommended to us, and NOT so that the people would know."
When she heard talk of the expansion of the Institute, she
rejoiced thinking of the good to souls; and then thinking of her
own small beginning at Mornese, she would be moved, and
often finished saying: 'Who knows how Mother Mazzarello in
heaven will enjoy seeing the fruit of her sacrifices.' Her
humility did not permit her to ever say "of our," even though
she did everything together with her friend.

Death
The morning of January 6, 1925, feast of the Epiphany of the
Lord, she received Holy Communion as usual. Later Fr.
Giovanni Zolin, confessor of the Sisters, administered Extreme
Unction, which she received with great piety. The illness got
worse and she approached death not only resigned but happy.
She used to say: "How beautiful! How beautiful! I am being
freed from this … world and I am going with my Maria (her
intimate friend) to see the Lord, Our Lady, don Bosco!" She died
at Nizza Monferrato (Asti) January 7, 1925 after 52 years of
profession. She was Vicar General for 6 years (1874-1880),
Mistress of Postulants and Novices for 5 years (1876-1881),
Community Superior for 20 years.

Primary source of reference: Suor Petronilla Mazzarello – L'amica
intima della Beata Maria Domenica, confondatrice delle figlie di Maria
Ausialiatrice by Don Ferdinando Maccono, 1940

Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Journey with us to 
Nizza Monferrato in 2022

Originally published on www.infoans.org,
10/29/21

(ANS - Nizza Monferrato) - "They’re coming!" was the cry of
enthusiasm with which, on Wednesday, October 27, the visit of
Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, Rector Major, his Vicar, Fr.
Stefano Martoglio, and the Provincials participating in the
mid-term review course, were welcome at the Mother-House of
the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA), in Nizza
Monferrato. The visit is the first from a Rector Major to this

center and occurs 150 years from the first visit of Don Bosco
to this Piedmontese town. This was part of the formation
program of the course for the Provincials, as a journey to
deepen the Salesian spirituality for women, in the footsteps
of Mother Mazzarello and the first FMAs. The visit to the
Mother House of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
immediately began with what is most precious in it: the
young people. The Vocational Training group (CIOFS-FP) of
the Course for Beauticians of Nizza Monferrato illustrated
to the guests the training program designed to launch the
girls to enter the world of work.

Then, accompanied by Sr. Paola Cuccioli, Director of the
Historical Archives of Piedmont and Valle d'Aosta and
member of the ACSSA (Association of Salesian history
lovers), the delegation visited the significant places of the
FMA Motherhouse and Generalate of the Institute until
1929. The reference to historical events, to Salesian
spirituality, to works of art, to the education of young
women were some of the themes dealt-with during the
visit. The former 18th century Franciscan convent
dedicated to the Sacred Heart, the memorial hall, the
meteorological observatory, the "Our Lady of Grace" shrine,
the historical archive, the bedroom where the co-founder
lived etc., were the main places visited. At the end of the
visit, there was a Eucharistic celebration with some thirty

https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/13969-italy-the-rector-major-in-nizza-monferrato-for-the-first-time
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At the end of the Eucharist, the Rector Major visited the
institute's aeroponic greenhouse and greeted, one by one,
the students of the hotel course of the CIOFS-FP institute
of Casale Monferrato. The visit ended with a moment of
fraternal agape and a festive greeting and wish from the
FMA community: "See you next year, Don Ángel!"

concelebrating priests. The pilgrims were joined by the parish
priest, Fr. Paolino Siri, and other local priests and Salesians
from nearby communities. There was also a large participation
of the faithful, led by the mayor, Simone Nosenzo, some
members of the municipal administration, and the leading
figures of the FMA of Piedmont. In his homily, the Rector
Major recalled the humble origins of the two Institutes, (that of
the Salesians and that of the FMA), inviting everyone not to
forget the history, and exhorted every Christian to live with
fidelity, giving the best of oneself to whatever the state that the
Lord has entrusted to him. He also recalled his visit to the
elderly and sick sisters, and emphasized that each person
serves the Lord not only when they are young, but are also
called to live fully also in later phase in the situation in which
they find themselves. "Let us go forward with confidence,
because God will do the rest!" was the invitation he left with
the assembly. Finally, he also jokingly interacted with the
children present and invited parents to support their children
with their education.

Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

Image designed by Vicky Weekley

Tune in every Wednesday to a new episode of Valdocco: A
Salesian Family Podcast on Apple and Spotify!

View photos and watch the Rededication of the 
Expanded Cemetery on October 31, 2021! 

Photo by Sr. Maria Columbo, FMA

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/valdocco-a-salesian-family-podcast/id1593190690
https://open.spotify.com/show/4CWhHFy2GoRYALWqzwuzb3
https://salesiansisters.app.box.com/s/1m69x3mrtd4qm67u47lyzpeupktlr35o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ymcOybzmfg
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Read more and view photos from the 
SDB Jubilees on October 30, 2021!

Photo by Br. Kevin White, SDB

A Special Message from
Br. Dan Glass, SDB

On Sunday, November 21, missionary crucifixes were
given to the departing missionaries of the 152nd Salesian
Missionary Expedition at the Basilica of Mary Help of
Christians in Turin (article can be read here). Among those
to receive a crucifix was our Province's own Br. Dan Glass,
SDB, who will go to serve as a Missionary to the Congo.
Before the ceremony, he shared the following:

I wanted to send a quick thank you to the whole province before
receiving the missionary Cross. I am eternally grateful to the
province and my brothers at home for helping, guiding and
assisting my Salesian vocation and this call within a call to be a
missionary. Thank you again for the constant love and support!

Peace and prayers,
~Br. Dan

Photo by Julia St. Clair

Photo by Vicky Weekley

Read more about and view photos from our Province's Southern
Salesian Leadership Retreat this past month!

Photo by Sr. Maria Columbo, FMA

Browse photos from the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 
FMAs' Work in North Haledon, NJ!

https://salesians.org/blog/st-philip-province-celebrates-15-jubilarians
https://www.flickr.com/photos/150516541@N04/albums/72157720091758876
https://salesians.org/blog/living-out-valdocco-southern-slr
https://www.flickr.com/photos/150516541@N04/albums/72157720148220742
https://salesiansisters.app.box.com/s/ujgpu2rennyro34jmi2rmcjpjiujfdrk
https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/14125-italy-the-152nd-salesian-missionary-expedition-begun
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"The future is the
Salesian Family."

- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA

Maria  Auxilium Christianorum, ora pro
nobis!

Tony Bouwman,
Salesian Cooperator

Photo by Edzel Escala

"Let us serve the Lord with holy
cheerfulness."

- St. John Bosco

Sr. Alice 
Fusco, FMA

Photo by Dignity Memorial

Rose A. Perone,
Salesian Cooperator

Photo by Legacy.com

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Tony-Bouwman-2021-10-09.pdf
https://www.legacy.com/funeral-homes/obituaries/name/sr-alice-fusco-fma-obituary?pid=200485399&v=batesville&view=guestbook
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/union-nj/rose-perone-10429633
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg

