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a different way from previous years
because the pandemic has not yet
disappeared and continues to condition
our life. Still, even in this situation, we
have to know how to see the light and
the buds of Hope that are present.
It is in this context that I chose these
reflections to share with you this month.
The title expresses the way in which I have
prayed many times throughout these last
seven years—and continue to do so. Very
often, almost daily, I pray in this way:
Photo credit: www.infoans.org

Lord, Help Me Never Stop
Being Amazing or Become
Inured to Reality
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

“Lord, help me never stop being amazed
or become inured to reality.” Let me
explain what I mean by these words:
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hundreds of women in the refugee camp of Juba in South Sudan, who were left alone to care for their children after their
husbands had died or disappeared. This camp is located on our property, surrounding our Salesian house in Juba. May we
never stop appreciating the decision that our Salesian Confreres made to welcome, stay with, and accompany all those
people who have nothing and, surely, no one.
May I never cease to be amazed at the joy that I experienced upon meeting the teenage boys and girls who live in “Don
Bosco City” in Medellín, Colombia. In this Salesian house, they were able to resume their studies after months, or maybe
years, of being forced to live as child soldiers in FARC (the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia). Those young people
who have been rescued and saved from the guerrillas now live with a smile on their faces and with Hope.
May I always be amazed at the good that is done by our Salesian community living in the heart of the Kakuma refugee
camp in North Kenya. This is a UN refugee camp that could be considered a city unto itself for it has more than 300,000
people inhabiting it. We, too, have been living there—extraordinarily so—for many years. The reason I say
“extraordinarily so” is because the regulation in these refugee camps is that in the evening no one extraneous to them
(non-refugees) can stay there. But we are allowed to stay because of their fascination with the person of Don Bosco and the
educational style of his Sons and Daughters. This is what has allowed us to have a house in the midst of these families and
to run both a school to teach them a trade and a parish to minister to them in various places within the confines of the
camp.
May I never cease to be surprised by the closeness I felt with the good people of the “villas” (the slums) which surround the
“great Buenos Aires” in Argentina. There, the one who today is known as Pope Francis very closely accompanied the
“Villeros priests,” as the diocesan parish priests who minister there are called. Here, also, our SDB Confreres and FMA
Sisters minister.
May the smiles on the faces of so many boys and girls who have been rescued from the streets and welcomed into our
homes never cease to amaze me. These are the street children of Colombia, Sierra Leone, Angola, and so many of our
presences in India. In these places, I was able to see many miracles among the street kids, boys and girls, who come to our
Salesian houses so they can get washed up, have something to eat, and sleep there for the night, if they wish. This work is
very difficult. The Salesians walk the streets at night to find these children, establish contact with them, gain their trust
(not easy to do for the abandonment and abuse received at the hands of so many other adults), and then make an invitation
to them to come in off the streets. This mission has saved lives—so many lives—from the streets where they used to live
(the boys more than the girls) and sleep and where they would destroy their lungs by sniffing chemicals, paints, and glue
to mask their hunger pangs and emotional pain.
I pray with faith that the Hope and Dignity that I found in so many young animators, high school, and university students,
in Damascus and Aleppo will never cease to amaze me. These young people, together with our Salesian Confreres continue
to gather hundreds of young people every day to help make the war in this, their country, “not so horrible.” Perhaps this is
similar to what is narrated in the film Life is Beautiful in which a father is interned with his little son in a Nazi concentration
camp. In Aleppo and Damascus, though, the reality is acutely painful because it is not a film, but real life. When I was
there, I didn't hear any laments. Rather, I heard lucid arguments about the war and the diverse interests of so many
nations. I found dignity and solidarity, brotherhood, and faith. I asked the Lord not to stop surprising me with such
dignity in the midst of the horror of a war in a city that has been 70% destroyed—something I had ever only seen in
movies. Actually being in the midst of such a situation is very different.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Page 2

Volume III, Issue 2 | February 2021
I also ask the Lord never to cease to amaze me at the beautiful reality of life which we have shared for years with so many
indigenous peoples—whether they be the Yanomami, the Xavante, or the Boi-Bororo of Brazil; the Ayoreo and the
Guarani of Paraguay; or the Shuar and Achuar of Ecuador. When I came to know them, I did not stop marveling at their
reality and that of my Confreres and Sisters who have spent so many years sharing life with them.
I could continue at length giving examples of why I ask Our Lord to help me not to stop being surprised because contemplating
these realities raises up in me a sense of awe and wonder and makes me grateful to God, to life, and to those who have done so
much for the good of others. Don Bosco's missionary dreams have unfolded and have undoubtedly become reality far beyond
what he himself could have imagined. I know that I have been but a witness to these realities, almost like a notary public,
during my pastoral visits but I am grateful for having had the opportunity to witness them firsthand.
At the same time, I am afraid of becoming inured to many realities or just curious about, e.g., the number of deaths today from
COVID when there are so many stories of pain (and quite often stories of wonderful lives) behind those deaths. I don't want to
become immune to the pain caused by refugees trying to reach a new land and ending up dead in the Mediterranean Sea or on
the borders and rivers of various Central American nations.
I don't want the knowledge of the abuse done by the mafias to stop being painful to me for they exploit people, deceiving them
with the promise of a better life, and subject them—most often women, children, and teens—to a life of prostitution and abuse
with no hope of release. I don't want to get used to thinking that nothing can be done about this in our societies.
I don't want to be inured when I see lines and lines of people waiting for a plate of food in our big "first world" cities and come
to know their very painful stories. I want to remain sensitive to all these things—as sensitive as one is when touching an
infected wound.
Dear readers, this is my simple and humble message to you. I know that many people are greatly aware of these realities and
ones just like them. I also know that many of us believe that it is possible to change these situations and work to ensure that
the changes happen.
As I continue to wish you a New Year full of Hope, of authentic and true Hope, I also invite you to dream in 2021 and not to
give up being surprised by the beauty and incredible things of life and by so many unique stories. At the same time, I pray you
not “get used to” what should not be.
Thank you for continuing to stand by our side as friends, believing that a better world is always possible and that it is not a
distant and unattainable “utopia.”
With great affection,
Don Angel
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Message from the Provincial
Dear Members of the Salesian Family,
You will notice a few things new about this edition of Salesian
Family Snippets. It has a different look, both in the PDF version and in
MailChimp. This includes a new logo and a new layout. Additionally,
Salesian Family Snippets (Snippets) is now being distributed by the SUE
province office of communications. We look forward to seeing more
quality photos of the members of the Salesian Family in Canada and the
USA, who live the Salesian charism with generosity and hope.

Photo Credit: Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB

Snippets is now in its third year! Thanks to Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA and Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB, province delegates to the
Salesian Family, who responded to the need to unite the groups of the Salesian Family through a monthly publication. In
August 2020, a few more dedicated members of the Salesian Family agreed to work with Sr. Denise and Fr. Tom as an editorial
committee for Snippets. Julia St. Clair, the communications coordinator of the SUE province of SDBs, has now been entrusted
with the layout and distribution. In the last few editions of 2020, more members of the Salesian Family contributed articles
about how they were serving the young and the poor during this time of pandemic. The vision and hard work of Sr. Denise and
Fr. Tom has become the work of a team, offering us a reliable source of information and formation.
Looking ahead to 2021, we can expect that Salesian Family Snippets will first of all present the Rector Major’s monthly message.
This brief reflection unites us around the successor of Don Bosco and motivates us to live our Salesian vocation with
enthusiasm. We look forward to interesting articles about how Salesians, lay and consecrated, are being witnesses of hope
today. We also will present parts of the Rector Major’s action program, developed after General Chapter 28, as a concrete way
for us to further the Salesian spirit and mission in each of our particular vocations and works.
Snippets is part of a larger system of communications for the Salesian Family. This includes www.donboscosalesianportal.org,
the webpages for the different provinces and individual presences, social media, province newsletters, books from Salesian
Publishers, and other printed material. Please join us in this work of communications, an important expression of the Salesian
mission. Invite all the members of your community or center to subscribe to Salesian Family Snippets. Use this publication as a
resource for on-going formation. Share a story on a Salesian witness of hope.
The Feast of St. Francis de Sales, which we celebrated last month, is also World Communications Day. In the spirit of St.
Francis de Sales, St. John Bosco used the means of communication available in his time to educate and evangelize. We could
say as Salesians that communication is in our blood. With Salesian Family Snippets and the other modern means of
communication, we strive to be true Salesians.
In Jesus, the Word made flesh,
Fr. Tim Zak, SDB

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Page 4

Volume III, Issue 2 | February 2021

In, With, and For the Church
‘Go to Joseph.' What popes from Pius IX to
Francis have said about St. Joseph
BY COURTNEY MARES
The pope’s announcement of a Year of St. Joseph purposely coincided
with the 150th anniversary of the saint’s proclamation as patron of the
Universal Church by Pope Pius IX on Dec. 8, 1870.
“Jesus Christ our Lord ... whom countless kings and prophets had
A detail from Joseph with the Child and the Flowering Rod,
by Alonso Miguel de Tovar (1678–1752).

desired to see, Joseph not only saw but conversed with, and embraced in
paternal affection, and kissed. He most diligently reared Him whom the

faithful were to receive as the bread that came down from heaven whereby they might obtain eternal life,” the proclamation,
“Quemadmodum Deus,” stated.
Pius IX’s successor, Pope Leo XIII, went on to dedicate an encyclical letter to devotion to St. Joseph, “Quamquam pluries.”
“Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the legal defender of the divine house whose chief he was,” Leo XIII
wrote in the encyclical published in 1889. "Now the divine house which Joseph ruled with the authority of a father, contained
within its limits the scarce-born Church,” he added.
Leo XIII presented St. Joseph as a model at a time when the world and the Church were wrestling with the challenges posed by
modernity. A few years later, the pope went on to publish “Rerum Novarum,” an encyclical on capital and labor which outlined
principles to ensure the dignity of laborers.
In the past 150 years, nearly every pope has taken steps to further devotion to St. Joseph in the Church and to use the humble
father and carpenter as a witness for the modern world. "If you want to be close to Christ, I repeat to you ‘Ite ad Ioseph’: Go to
Joseph!” said Ven. Pius XII in 1955 as he instituted the feast of St. Joseph the Worker, to be celebrated on May 1. The new feast
was intentionally placed on the calendar to counter communist May Day rallies. But this was not the first time that the Church
had presented St. Joseph’s example as an alternative path toward workers’ dignity. In 1889, the International Socialist
Conference instituted May 1 as a holiday for labor in remembrance of Chicago’s “Haymarket affair” labor protests. In that
same year, Leo XIII warned the poor against the false promises of “seditious men,” calling them to turn instead to St. Joseph,
with a reminder that mother Church “each day takes an increasing compassion on their lot.”
According to the pontiff, the witness of St. Joseph’s life taught the rich “what are the goods most to be desired,” while workers
could claim St. Joseph’s recourse as their “special right, and his example is for their particular imitation.” “It is, then, true that
the condition of the lowly has nothing shameful in it, and the work of the laborer is not only not dishonoring, but can, if virtue
be joined to it, be singularly ennobled,” wrote Leo XIII in “Quamquam pluries.”
In 1920, Benedict XV prayerfully offered St. Joseph as the “special guide” and “heavenly patron” of laborers “to keep them
immune from the contagion of socialism, the bitter enemy of Christian principles.” And, in the 1937 encyclical on atheistic
communism, “Divini Redemptoris,” Pius XI placed “the vast campaign of the Church against world Communism under the
standard of St. Joseph, her mighty Protector.”
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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"He belongs to the working-class, and he bore the burdens of poverty for himself and the Holy Family, whose tender and
vigilant head he was. To him was entrusted the Divine Child when Herod loosed his assassins against Him,” Pope XI
continued. “He won for himself the title of ‘The Just,’ serving thus as a living model of that Christian justice which should reign
in social life.
Yet, despite the 20th century Church’s emphasis on St. Joseph the Worker, Joseph’s life was not defined solely by his work, but
also by his vocation to fatherhood. "For St. Joseph, life with Jesus was a continuous discovery of his own vocation as a father,”
wrote St. John Paul II in his 2004 book “Rise, Let Let Us Be On Our Way.” He continued: “Jesus Himself, as a man, experienced the
fatherhood of God through the father-son relationship with St. Joseph. This filial encounter with Joseph then fed into Our
Lord’s revelation of the paternal name of God. What a profound mystery!”
John Paul II saw firsthand communist attempts to weaken the family unit and undermine parental authority in Poland. He
said that he looked to St. Joseph’s fatherhood as a model for his own priestly fatherhood. In 1989—100 years after Leo XIII’s
encyclical—St. John Paul II wrote “Redemptoris custos,” an apostolic exhortation on the person and mission of St. Joseph in the
life of Christ and of the Church.
In his announcement of the Year of St. Joseph, Pope Francis released a letter, "Patris corde” (“With a father’s heart”), explaining
that he wanted to share some “personal reflections” on the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. "My desire to do so increased
during these months of pandemic,” he said, noting that many people had made hidden sacrifices during the crisis in order to
protect others.
“Each of us can discover in Joseph—the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence—an intercessor, a
support and a guide in times of trouble,” he wrote. "St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can
play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.”
The Year of St. Joseph provides the opportunity for Catholics to receive a plenary indulgence by reciting any approved prayer
or act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, especially on March 19, the saint’s solemnity, and May 1, the Feast of St. Joseph the
Worker. For an approved prayer, one can use the Litany of St. Joseph, which Pope St. Pius X approved for public use in 1909.
Pope Leo XIII also asked that the following prayer to St. Joseph be said at the end of the rosary in his encyclical on St. Joseph:
“To thee, O blessed Joseph, we have recourse in our affliction, and having implored the help of thy thrice holy Spouse, we now, with hearts filled
with confidence, earnestly beg thee also to take us under thy protection. By that charity wherewith thou wert united to the Immaculate Virgin
Mother of God, and by that fatherly love with which thou didst cherish the Child Jesus, we beseech thee and we humbly pray that thou wilt look
down with gracious eye upon that inheritance which Jesus Christ purchased by His blood, and wilt succor us in our need by thy power and
strength.”
“Defend, O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, the chosen off-spring of Jesus Christ. Keep from us, O most loving Father, all blight of
error and corruption. Aid us from on high, most valiant defender, in this conflict with the powers of darkness. And even as of old thou didst
rescue the Child Jesus from the peril of His life, so now defend God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity. Shield us
ever under thy patronage, that, following thine example and strengthened by thy help, we may live a holy life, die a happy death, and attain to
everlasting bliss in Heaven. Amen."
~This article was originally published in December 2020 on www.catholicnewsagency.com~
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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The Year of Fr. Paul Albera, SDB
Second Successor to Don Bosco
COMPILED FROM MATERIALS ON WWW.SDB.ORG
October 29, 2021 will be the first centenary of the death of Fr Paul
Albera, the second successor of Don Bosco. Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime,
Rector Major, has announced that 2021 will be the year for
commemorating Fr. Paul Albera.
Fr. Paul Albera was Rector Major from 1910 to 1921. Don Bosco felt that
he was very close to his spirit since he was a boy at the Oratory. The

Photo credit: Public Domain

young Paul was a calm, smiling and studious lad. The memory of Dominic Savio, who had died the year before he came to
Valdocco, encouraged the best boys to follow in his footsteps. He became a friend of Michael Magone, his neighbor in the
dormitory. He excelled in school, but also stood out for his piety. One day in 1861, it was Paul whom Don Bosco chose to pose at
his side for the historic photograph that pictures him as a penitent making his confession to Don Bosco.
The young Albera was among the first group of 22 Salesians to publicly profess their vows on May 14, 1862. In 1881, Don Bosco
sent him as Provincial to France, where the people affectionately called him “le petit don Bosco." In 1892, Don Albera returned
to Turin to take up the role of “Catechist General”—in charge of formation. From 1900 to 1903, he undertook a lengthy visit to
all the Salesian presences in North and South America (from Tierra Del Fuego to New York) as Fr. Rua’s extraordinary
representative. In 1905, he accompanied Fr. Rua on his trip to the Holy Land.
The 11th General Chapter of the Salesians of Don Bosco commenced at Valdocco in Turin on August 15, 1910. This General
Chapter had the special quality of having had as its protagonists the first three successors of Don Bosco: it was convened by Fr.
Rua, who died before it began; it was reconvened, opened, and presided over for two days by Fr Rinaldi; it was presided over
and closed by Fr. Albera, who was elected Rector Major at this Chapter.
As Rector Major, despite the terrible time of the First World War, that saw a prolonged interruption to the growth and
formation of the Congregation (1914-1918), Don Albera succeeded in maintaining and developing the Salesian work in Europe
and other continents. Gifted with refined sensitivity and given his familiarity with many spiritual writers, among whom in
particular was Saint Francis de Sales, Fr Albera wrote circular letters that are precious mini treatises that make him a kind of
master of Salesian virtues. As Rector Major, Fr. Paul undertook many travels because he felt the need for direct contact with
the growing Salesian Family.

We are all invited to make a virtual visit to the Don Paul Albera exhibit in the Casa Don Bosco Museum in
Valdocco. Click on the image above to learn more!
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Salesian Family Spirituality Days
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From Friday, January 15 through Sunday, January 17, the Salesian Family gathered virtually to celebrate this year's Salesian Family Spirituality
Days. Below are group answers and reflections that were gathered from these blessed days.
What touched your heart from your Salesian Family Spirituality Days
experience?
The Rector Major has chosen the perfect Strenna theme for the Salesian Family and the
world at this time.
It has been a challenging 12 months: despondent, isolated, yearning to be together and
share with the young. Our hope lies in God’s faithfulness. He will see us through every
trial if we trust in Him.
Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist; in Scripture; in Mary, our Mother; and in other people
are the lifelines that God is throwing out to us. Take hold of them! Don’t let go!
Photo credit: Br. Ky Nguyen, SDB

Our hope in times of trial is based on the certainty of God’s call to holiness and service.
Our lives in these uncertain times can be opportunities for gratitude and for hope. We
can grow in this desert time.
This time of pandemic has given us a chance to live Salesian accompaniment and
encounter in ways that we did not expect. We in the Salesian Family are all in the same
boat. The inspiring (hope-filled) witness videos by young people throughout the world
are life-giving.
Despite the difficult time, we felt a boost of hope in our weekend virtual experience.

Photo credit: Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

We know the importance of the Eucharist no matter how bad things get. We feel called
to intensify our prayer. Take the time to grow in friendship with Jesus.
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Page 8

Volume III, Issue 2 | February 2021
How do we share this experience and its calling in our local area
with the Salesian Family?
This Strenna is calling us to spend the year 2021 reflecting on the meaning of
HOPE and its impact on all aspects of our lives.
We are called to live our charismatic identity and to do what we do best—be
present to the young and our Salesian Family, regardless of the medium and
challenging divides.
In our common mission of fostering hope, we are called to use new technologies to
create a presence and caring relationships (e.g., virtual oratories), to stay close,
and to be there for others.
We need to come out of the pandemic with a long-term plan of mission based on
the Rector Major’s Strenna for living Don Bosco’s charism and mission more
faithfully and effectively in this changed reality.
Photo credit: www.infoans.org

We need to develop a strong formation plan based on the Strenna and the hope
that underlies Don Bosco’s charism and missionary outreach.
Even when widely scattered and isolated, we are called to foster Salesian Family
encounters to bring us together in faith, community, and mission (e.g., retreats,
Spirituality Days, formation days, Congresses).
Young people are noticing that virtual events/encounters are not enough. They do
not take the place of face-to-face encounters.
We need to embrace our face-to-face opportunities (even if masked and at a
distance) in accompanying the young in the journey of faith.

Photo credit: www.infoans.org

A reflection from Mother Yvonne Reungoat, Mother
General of the Salesian Sisters
“We read in the Strenna that the time of trial is the
time of choices. In this regard, Fr Ángel announces
some proposals accompanied respectively by feasible
commitments to be a Salesian Family that bears
witness to hope [8-point summary]. I invite you to
make it the object of sharing, assuming the proposal or
proposals most suited to your real situation and your
possibilities. All are equally important and are interrelated. Most of them refer to Benedict XVI's encyclical:
Spe Salvi of 2007.”
Photo credit: www.cgfmanet.org/en/mother-general/

Click here to read the Rector Major's Summary of Hope: A Salesian Family That Witnesses to Hope,
which served as his summary for these wonderful days.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Our Family Album

George Janvier, CYM at Salesian High School
Photo credit: www.cny.org

Bethany Kisting, Salesian Cooperator
Photo credit: www.qohcfh.org

Sr. Grace Ruiz, FMA
Photo credit: Sr. Maria Colombo, FMA

Click on each of the above photos to learn more about our beloved and recently deceased Family members.

"Whatever you do, think of the Glory of God
as your main goal."
- Don Bosco

Maria Auxilium
Christianorum, ora pro
nobis!

"The future is the Salesian Family."
- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA
Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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