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IMPORTANT DATES

Jan. 31: St. John Bosco

Feb. 1: Commemoration of All Deceased SDBs

Feb. 2: World Day of Consecrated Life
 

Amoris Laetitia Formation & Sharing

Feb. 7: Bl. Pius IX, Salesian Cooperator

Feb. 9: Bl. Eusebia Palomino, FMA

Feb. 13: Mornese Virtual Pilgrimage

Feb. 14: St. Valentine’s Day

Feb. 20: Interamerica Cooperator Formation Session

Feb. 25: Sts. Luigi Versiglia & Callixtus Caravario

Feb. 27: Mornese Virtual Pilgrimage 
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Updates and Reflections

Virtual Pilgrimage to Mornese
Catholic Missionaries Wanted for the Marian Shrine! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86092894974
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Portrait of St. Francis de Sales taken at third of this year's Salesian Family Spirituality Days, Saturday, January 15
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

The Great Gift That is St. Francis de Sales
"May the charity and sweetness of Francis de Sales guide me in everything." This was the resolution that Don
Bosco made at the beginning of his life as a priest and educator. It is from this reference to St. Francis de Sales

that Salesian pedagogy takes its name.

THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

Dear Readers,

A teacher wrote, "Every day, I make my rounds to the
classrooms. Whenever I would enter a room before COVID-19,
the children would get up and huddle around me. That doesn't
happen anymore. The fourth and fifth grade children want to
run to me but hold back. The first graders, on the other hand,
don’t even budge; they sit still, distant, and don’t react at all.
This deeply worries me about their future ability to express
affection." Another adds, "We are facing a definite increase in
aggression among the middle schoolers. Parents tell their
children to "stay away from the others."

What weight of loneliness, depression, and insecurity will
today's children carry with them and for how long? What is the
best pedagogical intervention? "Whoever feels loved will love,"
said Don Bosco. But kindness and goodness have never been
spontaneous virtues.

For Don Bosco, sweetness was not a natural gift either. He
claimed to have awakened from the "dream" he had when
he was nine years old with his fists aching from the blows
he had given to the young blasphemers. As a teenager, he
vigorously defended his friend Luigi Comollo. He himself
said, "The next one who says something evil will have to
deal with me. The tallest and most insolent ones made a
wall in front of me, while two slaps landed on Luigi's face.
Blinded at seeing this, I let myself be carried away by anger.
Since I didn’t have a stick or a chair in my hand, I grabbed
one of those young men by the shoulders and, using him as
a club, I began to beat the others. Four fell to the ground,
the others turned on their heels and ran away screaming."

Later, the good Luigi scolded him for that vehement display
of strength. "Enough," he implored. “Your strength scares
me. God did not give it to you to massacre your
companions. Forgive and return good for evil, please."



souls." Sweetness—this virtue "rarer than
perfect chastity"—is "the flower of
charity." "It is charity put into practice,"
St. Francis de Sales taught. "I recommend
above all the spirit of sweetness, which is
what warms the heart and conquers
souls," he wrote to a young abbess.

At the end of a war which, for four long
years, had, at the very least, ignored and
despised the virtue of sweetness in
relations between peoples, the Rector
Major Don Paolo Albera dedicated an
entire circular letter to sweetness. "The
virtue of sweetness requires you to gain
control over the liveliness of your
character, to repress any act of
impatience, and to forbid your tongue to
utter even a single word that is offensive
to the person with whom you are dealing,"
wrote Don Albera. "It demands the
rejection of all forms of violence in
behavior, proposals, and actions." For Don
Albera, it seemed impossible to forget, in
the framework of the sweetness left to us,
"a nod to that serene gaze, full of
goodness, which is the true and clear
mirror of a sincerely sweet soul which
desires only to make anyone who
approaches it happy." Sweetness is not
synonymous with being "sugar-coated" or
"sappy sweet," which are but deceitful
caricatures of it. Sweetness is not
weakness at all—uncontrolled violence is
weakness. Kindness is peaceful, patient,
and humble strength. Don Bosco united
sweetness and firmness in his authority.

This spirit of goodness, sweetness, and
meekness was deeply engrained in the
first Salesians and belongs to our earliest
traditions. This just shows that we cannot
neglect it—let alone lose it—at the risk of

significantly damaging our
charismatic identity.

For many of our young people,
what they remember most often
about meeting the Salesian
Family in the world is the
familiarity, welcome, and
affection they felt: in short, the
Salesian Family Spirit. In the
early days, there was talk of a
"fourth Salesian vow," which
included goodness (first of all),
work, and the Preventive
System.

We cannot imagine a Salesian
presence in the world, of the
Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians, of the Salesians of
Don Bosco, or of the current
thirty-two groups that make up
the Salesian Family of Don
Bosco, which does not have this
characteristic of kindness as its
distinctive element or, at least,
should have it, as Pope Francis
sought to remind us through his
enlightening expression the
"Valdocco option." This is our
option for the Salesian style of
kindness, affection, familiarity,
and presence. We have a
treasure, a gift received from
Don Bosco, which it is now up to
us to revive.

With affection,

Don Angel

That advice echoed what the Man in the
dream had said, "Not with blows, but with
sweetness and love you have to gain their
friendship."

John thus learned not only how to forgive, but
also how important it is to gain control over
oneself. He would never forget it. He would
always carry the spirit of the meek
everywhere, and no one would know how
much it would always cost him. For this
reason, according to the words of Jesus, "He
will inherit the earth."
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The panegyrics of St. Francis de Sales, which
were usually held in the seminary, made Don
Bosco reflect. According to his Spiritual
Testament, Don Bosco’s fourth resolution at
the time of his priestly ordination was "May
the charity and sweetness of St. Francis de
Sales guide me in everything."

When it came time for him to choose a name
for the nascent Oratory, Don Bosco had no
doubts: "It will be called 'The Oratory of St.
Francis de Sales.'" Sometime later, he would
say to those first young men who would share
his life "We will call ourselves Salesians."
Why? "For the part of our ministry that
demanded great calm and meekness, we
placed ourselves under the protection of this
Saint, so that he would obtain for us the grace
from God to be able to imitate him in his
extraordinary meekness and in winning over

I recommend to you above all the spirit
of sweetness for that warms the heart
and conquers souls.

 - St. Francis de Sales
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Fr. Mike Pace, SDB holds the microphone during this session on the third of this year's SF Spirituality Days, Saturday, January 15
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Salesian Family Spirituality Days: Updates and Reflections
GATHERED BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

From Thursday, January 13 through Sunday, January 16, the
Salesian Family gathered (mostly virtually) in a worldwide
assembly with the Rector Major and each other. They gathered
together to discuss the 2022 Strenna: "Do all through love,
nothing through constraint" (words of St. Francis de Sales). 

Salesian Family members who signed onto the live-streaming
or the recordings of the world level programming from
Valdocco were treated to a high-quality experience of
formation and inspiration. It was good for our North American
participants to hear the familiar voice of Fr. Mike Pace, SDB,
translating the commentary and talks of the Rector Major. 

For the first time in memory, the technology for these days met
to the challenge of bringing the message of the Salesian Family
Spirituality Days (SFSD) to Don Bosco's worldwide Salesian
Family. Whether it be moments of prayer, question/answers
with the Rector Major, responses from a round table of experts,
inspiring videos from Salesian Family groups, or the closing
Eucharist, the SFSD 2022 were a key moment in the life of our
Salesian Family in the current pandemic era. The SFSD

program throughout the world attracted 6,086 participants.
Of that number, 4,310 were from the Americas. A total of
136 Salesian Family members from Canada and the Eastern
USA registered for the SFSD world program emanating
from Valdocco. Of those, 80 were from the Eastern USA and
50 were from Canada. Members from our Salesian Family
Province also joined the Continental level SFSD
programming. The province level celebration of the SFSD
2022 took place virtually on Sunday afternoon, January 16.
These sharing sessions were held in French/English
(Canada) and English/Spanish (Eastern USA). What follows
is a synopsis of the reflections, discernments, and planning
on the Rector Major’s Strenna 2022.

Things that moved us in the Strenna
The Spirituality of SFDS is very practical. Everyone can
find an application: most of the time in families, with adult
children, with little children, with adults and children who
come to visit, and in day-to-day interactions with other
members of the family. This is the genius of the Strenna. All
of us can put it into practice in simple and achievable ways.



and loving kindness with their own
children in their homes and provide a
spiritual guide for the young in our lives.
We have to stay active with all young
people—even those who do not want to
stay active in the Faith. Additionally, we
have to accompany young people—show
them how to be holy; support them on that
journey. We also have to support families
so that the Faith is an active environment
surrounding us (as a domestic Church).

4.) Community: We have to find ways to
join with other SF groups, families, and
the local church through new
technologies. We have to find ways to be
missionary in our own situation. We are
more scattered in distant areas. We can
receive the support of others in the
province. We can bring joy in the lives of
the young by smaller interactions.

5.) Planning: We have the resources for
implementing this Strenna throughout the
year. All SFSD resources are on the Don
Bosco Salesian Portal. Each of the SF
groups in the province will be working in
implementing this Strenna. We can keep
in touch with them and bring together our
plans and implement projects. 

Reflections of a Salesian Cooperator 
"What a joy it was for me to spend four
days (albeit online) with so many
enthusiastic members of the Salesian
Family from around the world. While I
was not able to join all parts of the four-
day program, I was able to take spiritual
gifts from each of those days, most
notably the presentation of the Strenna by
the Rector Major and the round table
panel of experts on Salesian holiness.
Before the Family Spirituality Days, I 

"Do all things through love" is a missionary
calling that is made possible because that is
the way that God treats us. God has dealt with
us in kindness and gentleness; He has dealt
with us only in love and renews us. This is the
foundation for us in wanting to go forward in
teaching others as God has treated us. 

Moving forward in growth
1.) Spirituality: This Strenna will be a
powerful resource for growing and deepening
our Spiritual lives throughout the year. We
have to go back to the roots of our spirituality
in Christ and Don Bosco as seen in the SFDS:
Mass, confession, Sacred Scripture, the
Rosary (especially on the 24th), spiritual
direction, discernment, meditation, and
meeting with small groups throughout the
year. We need to get in touch with other
Salesians that we would not ordinarily have a
chance to meet.

2.) Formation: We have to explore ways of
becoming more familiar the spirituality of St.
Francis de Sales. We need to reflect on what
Don Bosco did. We also need to be formed in
discernment and Spiritual Direction to
realize where God is calling us and how we
are to respond. Moreover, we need formation
on how to perpetuate the idea of friendship
with God along the lines of Salesian
spirituality. How do we commit ourselves to
prayer? How do we engage in prayer? We
have to work on formation for ourselves and
for the parents. 

3.) Mission: We know that we are not as
expansive or active as the Salesian Family
(SF) in other parts of the world. Yet that does
not mean that we don’t have anything to do.
We can reach out in smaller ways. We need to
work with families on living the preventive
system so parents can use reason, religion

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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knew that Don Bosco was
inspired by St. Francis de Sales
when he founded the Salesian
congregation; but I never fully
appreciated the spiritual
affinity between Francis de
Sales and Don Bosco until now.
Both saints possessed the
charism that enabled them to
attract people to themselves
through their gentleness and
loving-kindness. During some
presentations, I learned a little
bit about the challenges and
responses that St. Francis de
Sales made in his pastoral work
as bishop. I know I have just
scratched the surface of a
deeper understanding that is
there to be uncovered. And as
Don Bosco drew so much
inspiration from the work and
writings of St. Francis de Sales, I
have decided to make 2022 my
year to know better the work
and writings of this great saint.

The strenna has inflamed my
heart with even greater love for
my Salesian family. I feel that
my joy and optimism have
increased by what  I have
witnessed in the sharings of
these Spirituality Days. Viva
Don Bosco!"

~ Jill Conroy
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A Sister holds the Rosary deep in prayer
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

Very First FMAs of Mornese: Sr. Giovanna Ferrettino
COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

Giovanna was part of the Pious Union of the Daughters of the
Immaculate Conception of Mornese. She was also one of the
first to wear the habit of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians and made Profession on August 5, 1872. She
esteemed the gift of the religious vocation so much that she
never ceased to show herself grateful to the Lord and often
exclaimed, "Oh good Jesus, what grace you have given us! Who
among us will refuse to suffer anything for You Who show
Yourself so generous to us?"

She was very robust and happy to handle the most burdensome
responsibilities. Exemplary in her obedience, she promptly
carried out what was commanded her, even though she might
be of another opinion. "Does Jesus like it? Then I like it" was her
favorite saying. All activity and diligence, she did quickly and
well, so that very often those who went to help her, to their
amazement, saw things already done. "And in truth," says a
Sister who was a novice at that time, "we saw with admiration
this good Sister who ran everywhere and who did everything
that needed to be done; and sometimes we would have liked to
lend her a hand; but we didn't get there in time." Elected
General Treasurer in the first Chapter, she became even more
active: she dug in the garden, pruned the vines, took care of the
laundry, prepared bread, looked after the kitchen, visited all

corners of the House, so that everything was in order and
proceeded well. At the same time, she was punctual and
very faithful to the practices of piety. She was also a nurse;
at whatever time and for anything a Sister or a schoolgirl
approached her, she was sure to be well received. She was
always cheerful, always ready for any service; she seemed
to know neither tiredness nor ailments. To those who
apologized for their inconvenience, she replied: "Oh
beautiful! Isn’t the nurse supposed to be disturbed when
you get sick? Come, come without fear of anything!"

Her tireless and heavy work weakened her strength, and
she began to suffer from a lack of appetite and a general
languor that she had never experienced before. Yet she
continued her occupations. Mother Mazzarello, who was
gravely ill in bed, did not lose sight of Sr. Giovanna, and
Mother Mazza rello looked at her with dying eyes, and tried
to express all her affection: "Oh, how poor we are in health,
but I shall be the first to go. Let us pardon one another the
little quarrels of Mornese. You must prepare for death,
forgetting material things and leaving the main thought of
them to others. By this I do not mean that you should do
nothing, but that you think a little more of your soul in
peace and tranquillity. You should think about preparing
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Mèmora
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Colle Don Bosco Ethnological
Missionary Museum: 

To Learn and Visit
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON WWW.INFOANS.ORG,

10/28/2021 

(ANS — Castelnuovo Don Bosco) — New projects have
been created at the Ethnological Missionary Museum
(MEM) of Colle Don Bosco through two web channels of the
Piedmont Region: "Mèmora" and "L’arte con chi ne fa parte
—Art with those who belong to it."

"Mèmora" is a showcase for the cultural heritage of
museums, cultural institutes, and historical archives in the
Piedmont region. It is a virtual place where resources can
be shared and where, through in-depth thematic studies,
the heritage itself can be read by a wide audience, not just
specialists in the field. The platform can be used free of
charge by students, tourists, or professionals who can use it
in a variety of ways, finding a museum, an archive, a
photographic and natural heritage, as well as various
thematic and in-depth tours.

In Mèmora, the MEM presents 92 objects selected from
those kept in the permanent exhibition showcases and two
routes linked to the theme of games and music among
ethnic groups. By selecting the various menus, it is possible

for death, because, even though you seem to be doing well
enough, you will not arrive at the feast of St. Ann."

When the St. Sr. Maria Mazzarello passed away, the new
Superior General, Mother Catherine Daghero, proposed to Sr.
Giovanna that she go to Alassio, where she could rest a little.
The good bursar looked into the eyes of her superior to
ascertain whether that was meant to be an order, and then she
said, "I’ll go immediately," and left. Her sufferings did not
diminish in Alassio; on the contrary, they increased, so much
so that the attending physician, knowing well how tormented
she was, remarked, "I don't know how Sr. Ferrettino can suffer
this illness without complaining! It must give her intolerable
pain! Still, it seems as if she doesn't suffer!" She replied, "To a
Sister who questioned her about her health, I'm as Jesus wants.
He is our immense good; so I'm fine.” In Alassio, she had a short
period of improvement, so much so that Sr. Giovanna said,
"This time, Mother Mazzarello was wrong; I feel much better."
Yet, as she approached the feast of St. Ann, she got worse again
and went to bed on July 19. She told the Sisters who visited her,
"Work for Jesus! Ah! If I could make you understand how
consoling in death is the thought of having worked and suffered
for Him alone!" She suffered immensely and, in her agony,
repeated many times the exclamation that was familiar among
the Sisters: "All for You, my good Jesus, my immense good;
everything for You: all I suffer, say, and think." She then loudly
uttered, "I suffer." Four days before the feast of St. Ann, just as
Mother Mazzarello had predicted, the Lord called her to receive
the reward she had deserved for a pure and fervent life, all
work and sacrifice. 

Primary source of reference: CENNI BIOGRAFICI DELLE FIGLIE DI
MARIA AUSILIATRICE defunte nel 1° decennio dell’Istituto (1872-
1882), pgs 51-54; secondary: Cronistoria CHRONICLES of the Institute
of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, edited by Sr. Giselda
Capetti, FMA, volumes 1, 2, 3,4.
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Family witnessing the Sacrament of Baptism
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

The Fruitfulness of God’s Love 
Meditation on Chapter Five of Amoris

Laetitia and St. Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians 1:3-7 on Divine Adoption

BY MICAH TUHY

In our Catholic context, "fruitfulness" is often thought of in
a very particular way (i.e., fertility), and there is a certain
"Catholic stereotype" that immediately comes to mind. If
we go to a restaurant and see a family with five children or
more, the general assumption is that the family is religious.

When I was in college, I remember helping my friend,
Marie, with her grocery shopping. She and her husband
Jeremy had five children and were expecting another. At
the store, her children were loud and joyful, and I recall the
uncharitable looks certain people gave to Marie and her
family. Some of them talked about her and made no effort
to conceal it. I can still remember Marie, with a big smile, as
she said, "Same father!" loudly to the onlookers. At the
time, I laughed, partly in sympathy and shock. After all,
what did Marie have to be ashamed of? In today's world,
where the teachings of the Faith can seem more out of
touch with social convention, one of the most "hot button
issues" is the Church’s sacred teaching on human sexuality,
particularly related to what Pope Francis calls "the
fruitfulness of love."

to gain new knowledge about the great cultural heritage that
includes the collection of not only that of Colle Don Bosco
Museum but also that of the other museums and organizations
that have joined the project. Created by the Piedmont
Information System Consortium (CSI), the initiative was
presented and made active to users on the occasion of the 38th
International Book Fair, which was held in Turin from October
14-18, 2021. To access "Mèmora," simply click here to connect to
the site.

"L’arte con chi ne fa parte," on the other hand, is the
initiative proposed, during the lockdown period, by the
Piedmont Museums Subscription Association, with which the
MEM has been affiliated since 2002. The project, aimed at the
museums of the region, consisted in identifying a
representative person who would describe and illustrate the
museum itself under a different avatar, characterized by
anecdotes and curiosities.

The MEM chose Card. Giovanni Cagliero as the protagonist, as
he was the first Salesian missionary sent by Don Bosco to
Patagonia, in 1875, and then the first Cardinal of the
Congregation in 1915. No one better than him can introduce and
accompany visitors through the exhibition itinerary that
begins right with the Patagonian showcase.

Starting from his meeting with Don Bosco in Castelnuovo
(November 2, 1851), a synthesis of his life is covered: the years
at the Oratory, the decision to remain "monk or no monk -but
always with Don Bosco", the departure towards new horizons
of mission, the meeting and the work among the Italian
immigrants first and subsequently with the indigenous
peoples, the return to Italy for the episcopal consecration etc.,
The life of Card. Cagliero, of course, did not "physically" cross
the origins and the preparation of the MEM del Colle, much
later. But it can be said that the involvement of the personality
of the Cardinal is an "indirect involvement" since the Museum
is dedicated to him who, together with other courageous
Salesians, has fulfilled Don Bosco's dream: to expand the
horizon of his work more and more to the point of embracing
the entire world. Brochure, dates, and timings regarding guided
tours dedicated to this topic can be consulted at this link.

https://www.memora.piemonte.it/#/
https://piemonte.abbonamentomusei.it/Mostre-e-Attivita/Museo-Colle-Don-Bosco-Cardinal-Cagliero


we are the Body of Christ, do we live as if
we are food for the world?

Pope Francis is very clear about aspects of
the teaching we all know. Every child is a
treasure, a sacred sign of the Father’s
promise, an Imago Dei. We must share life
with those children in need and pay
attention to the needs within our own
extended families. Pope Francis wisely
points out, "One particularly delicate
aspect of love is learning not to view
relatives as somehow competitors,
threats, or intruders." Although Pope
Francis referred specifically to the
adventure of having in-laws, this
principle needs general application.

How often is the "prudence" of the world a
fear of not having enough? We cower at
strangers and increased obligations with a
greater sense of family. Often, we fear not
having enough because we are lacking in
faith that God will provide or not mindful
of His love for us. Thomas Merton wrote,
"The root of Christian love is not the will to
love, but faith that one is loved. The faith
that one is loved by God." How many times
have we heard the phrase, "we cannot give
what we do not have?" How can we adopt
others with a full heart, whether they’re
children, friends, neighbors, or even
members of our own family, unless we live
out our own Divine adoption? Are we
rooted in God’s unconditional love enough
so that we can be set free from the
conditionality that often surrounds our
hearts? 

For me, this has been a great personal
challenge. When I was growing up, my
parents used to joke that they, "had seven
blissful years of marriage…and then

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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children." As an adult, I found
out that my parents had an
undiagnosed problem with their
fertility, which was why it took
so long for them to start a
family. Yet instead of talking
about my sister as a long-
awaited joy, and the pain and
anxiety that must have
accompanied that process, it
was a joke about child rearing. 

Although both my sister and I
were deeply loved by our
parents, there was a wound that
was left unspoken. Our brother,
Joshua, is autistic and mentally
challenged. This was difficult
for my parents because Josh is
severely limited in his ability to
communicate intellectually and
emotionally. We both felt that
Josh was not loved as much as
us and unable to understand the
frustration and cost required for
his care. This subtle but deep
impact was the idea and fear of
being a burden and the loss of
affection and full belonging. In
our house, which was a religious
home, neither of us felt rooted
in the unconditional love of God
because the need to be "good
enough" was too rooted within
the silent culture of our family
dynamics.

As we reflect on our lives, my
fiancé and I shared one
commonality—our paths were
largely influenced by
consecrated brothers and
sisters. Their witness, love,

Love always gives life. Conjugal love
does not end with the couple… The
couple, in giving themselves to one
another, give not just themselves but
also the reality of children, who are a
living reflection of their love. 165

There is a temptation to look at others as
competitors or burdens, obstacles to our
freedom and joy. When we examine the
expression "another mouth to feed," we can
see a lack of charity and reduction of a
person’s dignity. A human being is reduced to
a mouth, something that consumes, and
ignores the child’s mind, heart, and soul. It is
easy to worry about whether there will be
enough left for us, especially in times of
economic hardship. Yet in Love, in God’s plan
for us and His Church, other people are not
the obstacles to our joy—they are the
occasions for it. 

For the last few months, my fiancé, Robyn,
and I have been preparing for marriage. I
count myself blessed to have met another
Catholic who knows and loves the faith.
During this process, we’ve prayed and
speculated about our life together. Will God
bless us with children? How many? Where would be
best to bring them up? Although we know we
want children, we also know we want to be
ready. 

In his chapter on fruitfulness, Pope Francis
goes beyond the traditional teachings of
Humanae Vitae. As Catholics, we need to love
our neighbors and be living signs of our faith.
Yet how do we give life to the world in our
daily interactions? If love always gives life,
do we live lives that give life to the world? If
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Peter Kováč at Salesian High School
Photo by Julia St. Clair

Di BOSCo Coffee
About the People

BY JULIA ST. CLAIR, SUE PROVINCE
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

In December 2021, Mr. Peter Kováč, Salesian Past Pupil
from Slovakia and Co-Founder of Di BOSCo Coffee, visited
the SUE Province. While in the USA, he visited the New
Rochelle community at the Salesian Provincial House and
Salesian High School.

"It was my first time in the U.S., and I have been
overwhelmed, happy, and honored to be here," he
exclaimed. “Everyone is super nice, and the SDBs and Past
Pupils took such great care of me." On December 8, 2021—
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception—Mr. Kováč
journeyed to New Jersey, where he would speak at the Di
BOSCo Coffee Salesian Family Gathering over the weekend
at Mary Help of Christians Academy in North Haledon. The
event organizers expressed the hope to one day break
ground on the opening of a Di BOSCo coffee shop in
Paterson, which would be the company’s first location in
the SUE Province. "We chose Paterson as our first U.S.
location based on evaluation and support from Salesian
Family," he explained. "Sr. Denise [Sickinger, FMA Province

affection, guidance, and care pointed us towards the reality of a
God who is full of mercy and grace, which is the most crucial
part of our formation. Because God loved us first, we cannot
love God as He loves us. Our love to the Father can only be a
response. Yet as St. Catherine of Siena reminds us, it is through
our neighbor that we can begin to love God justly. Christ told us
in Matthew 25, "what you have done to the least of these, you
have done to me," and, in this way, we can reciprocate the love
of God visibly in this world.

The love of parents for children is a particular reflection and
sign of this divine grace. Parents love their children before they
are born, merely because they exist. In this, the family is the
living sign, the manifestation of the world’s sacred design. New
life is born in total vulnerability and incapacity, and this is the
mystery of grace. "A child wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger"—this is the Glory of God, the peace of the
world, and the goodwill of men.

In our world, even in good Catholic homes, there are many
orphans, because they live with expectations of contingent
belonging, which is an unstable foundation for any heart. The
Gospel says that only a house with a firm foundation can
survive the terrible storms. Do we not see how we are not
grounded in the love of God in this unstable world?

We are not called to blend into the world, but to conquer it with
love. Those who advise married couples to have a limited
amount of children should remember that this is the very point
of the Gospel. The mission of the Church—the meaning of our
life—is to transform the "unwelcomeness" of this world.

The Father loves us and is generous to us. The Father both
embraces us to His heart and sends us out to conquer the
unwelcomeness of the world. This is what it means when Pope
Francis says, "All love gives life." It says to every human being,
"you are welcome, you belong, you are home." This is the praise
of the glory of His grace.
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Mass for the Solemnity 
of the Epiphany 

in Montréal, QC

BY PIERRE LAROCQUE, SALESIAN COOPERATOR

Following the new health measures enacted by the Quebec
government, churches have been closed since December 31,
2021 (except for funerals). However, while respecting
distancing and wearing a mask, the celebration of a Mass
outside is permitted. Therefore, the Mercier East pastoral
unit of Montréal took the initiative to offer Mass at 11:00
am EST every Sunday (weather permitting) in the square of
the St. Francis of Assisi Church. On the morning of Sunday,
January 3, 30 of us celebrated the Solemnity of the

Delegate for the Salesian Family], the FMAs there, and the
SDBs at Don Bosco Prep in Ramsey are our biggest supporters
in promotion."

Mr. Kováč’s choice also coincided with that winter’s 124th
anniversary of the arrival of the Salesians in New York City. "Di
BOSCo’s main goal is to be about people. With this in mind,
Paterson has been quite significant for the Salesian Family,
especially since New Jersey is in the New York metropolitan
area," he added. "I would love to memorialize that moment and
show the main pillars of Past Pupils, which is to give back what
we received through our education and relationships with the
Salesians."

Indeed, his history and relationship with the Salesians is
something that has always motivated Mr. Kováč. "My first
memories were of a Salesian oratory," he beamed. "I’m really
blessed to have had the Salesians with me my whole life."

This feeling of gratitude stayed with Mr. Kováč throughout his
visit to the SUE Province. "Wherever you come to Salesians, you
feel the joy, love, and presence of Don Bosco throughout the
entire community," he explained. "I felt at home and really
good being in the U.S. Maybe next year, I’ll come again for a
little longer."

As he looked ahead to 2022, Mr. Kováč expressed interest in
expanding Di BOSCo across the SUE Province. "Regarding
Canada and the U.S., we would love to find new locations," he
commented. "We already have interest from Chicago, Florida,
and New Orleans. We also sent samples out to Los Angeles and
San Francisco in California."

However, the pandemic has affected everyone, especially Di
BOSCo. "We want to stay humble, and 2022 is an important
year," he began. "Since we don’t know what the pandemic will
bring, we would like to stay cautious, especially since it has
affected costs, production, and shipping." With this in mind,
Mr. Kováč has turned his attention to the web. "Although we
would like to start shops and bring goods to the U.S., we would
also like to launch our website and run it properly with an
eShop," he offered. "This would give us communications and
selling channels at the same time."

At the end of the day, Di BOSCo always comes home to its
main goal: to be about people. "Past Pupils all come from
same Salesian background and education, and we always
give back from what we received," Mr. Kováč remarked.
"I’m really happy and thankful for the Salesian Family and
Past Pupils. The whole project boils down to how we care
about and value people."

Di BOSCo Coffee is a company created and run by Salesian Past
Pupil coffee and cocoa growers, processors, exporters, and café

owners. Located in Chiang Mai, Thailand, this groundbreaking
initiative was launched by Mr. Paulo Phaisan, who graduated from
Don Bosco Technical School in Bangkok two decades ago. To learn

more about Di BOSCo Coffee, please visit www.dibosco.us or
contact Mr. Peter Kováč at peter.kovac@dibosco.co 

and 00421 915 752.

mailto:peter.kovac@dibosco.co
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Salesian Family Opportunities
Virtual Pilgrimage to Mornese

Mass of the Solemnity of the Epiphany, Sunday, January 3
Photos by Pierre Larocque

Scan the QR code above to learn more
Designed by Essales, a young animation group from Latin America

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
 
I greet you cordially and wish each of you every blessing at
the start of this new year, 2022, as I share the dream that
we, the FMA Sector for the Salesian Family, hope to realize
little-by-little: a Virtual Pilgrimage to Mornese! In this way
we will be united in preparing ourselves for the upcoming
celebration of the 150th of the founding of the Institute of
the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians.
 
We are promoting this "virtual space" so that all may come
to know—or to know better—our Co-Foundress, St. Mary
Mazzarello, and the first Sisters in Mornese. It is they who
gave the first great feminine touch to the Salesian charism.
By coming to know them, we will be able to integrate fully
into our lives all the charismatic richness we need to be a
significant presence wherever we are.

Sr. Leslie Sandigo, FMA
General Councilor for the Salesian Family

Epiphany under the presidency of the diocesan priest André
Beauchamp. It was -10°C, and, like the blessings of the Lord,
snowflakes fell on us. The snow created a magnificent white
carpet upon the Quebec soil, which has seen so many men and
women go on mission to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the
four corners of the world.

We stood in awe of the baby Jesus, our light, our joy, and our
hope. And like the Magi, we each returned to our home by
different paths with the mission of giving glory to God at all
times and of inviting other people to come and live these
Sunday Eucharists in the open air, despite the winter season.

Let's spread the word—Jesus is waiting for us!

Call to action below and details on the following page



Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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"Walk with your feet on earth, but let
your heart be in heaven."

- St. John Bosco

Patricia
Haviland

Krug, 
Salesian Cooperator

Photo courtesy of
Canva Pro

Fr. Arthur
Lenti, SDB 

(SUO)
Photo by Agenzia

Info Salesian
(ANS)

Br. John
Rasor, SDB 

(SUO)
Photo by 

SUO Province

Consider working as a full-time Salesian Lay Missioner in
Rockland County, NY. Room and board included for a one
to two year commitment, ages 21 and up. Contact Fr. Dennis
Donovan at frdennis@aol.com, and see the volunteer website
for more information.

Catholic Missionaries Wanted for the
Marian Shrine! 

Requiesce in Pace

For whom: Members of ADMA, Past Pupils, Cooperators, and
all those with whom we, the FMA, share our Salesian mission.

 
When: Every second and fourth Sunday of the month,
beginning on February 13 and running until May 22.

 
How long: Each session will last 90 minutes.

 
At what time: North and South America: 10:00 pm Rome Time

 
How: Interactive sessions broadcast via Zoom with

simultaneous translations to English, French, Italian,
Portuguese, and Spanish.

 
Registration Fee: $10.00 (USD) per person

Registration link: https://forms.gle/koHMBfxBe6QvyDrNA

Please send your check to:
Sr. Denise Ann Sickinger, FMA

MHCA
659 Belmont Avenue

North Haledon, NJ 07508
 

Be sure to make the check payable to Salesian Sisters and note 
"Mornese Virtual Pilgrimage" or it may end up in the account for our in-

person pilgrimage to Italy in June!

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, 
ora pro nobis!

Sr. Kathy
Keane,
FMA 
(SUO)

Photo by Salesian
Sisters West

mailto:frdennis@aol.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__forms.gle_koHMBfxBe6QvyDrNA&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZmhFWE-duzg2jw6RG8ZEgVESKmJKwf-ngXoKzWuI6do&m=zyPtZ8AnaGwdGGO42Y1ZElY6OV9Wom8nwrTXgJT7kLk&s=3C4byOeQuir6VKqJ1F5wVxNak3SIAVz8dqha-y77f6Y&e=
https://salesiansites.wpengine.com/listing/marian-shrine/
https://www.theangelusfuneralhome.com/obituary/sr-katherine-kathy-keane
https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/14428-united-states-farewell-to-fr-lenti-great-populizer-of-the-figure-of-don-bosco
https://salesianbulletin.org/2021/12/23/rest-in-peace-br-john-rasor-sdb/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg

