
Initially, with an idealism far removed
from reality, we on the planning team
thought it would be possible to walk with
those 5,200 young people from Turin to
the hills of Becchi, the place where John
Bosco first saw the light of day. The
distance would be about 35 kilometers. But
we soon realized that we had to give up
our plan. It would be very difficult to keep
up a good pace with so many young
people. In the end, we decided to do
something very simple, which is directly
connected with many of Don Bosco's
autumn walks with his boys. We started
the walk in Castelnuovo Don Bosco, the
town where he was baptized and where he
celebrated one of his first Masses. 

We walked those eight kilometers that
separated us from Becchi together with
that great column of young people—but
under a torrential downpour all the way.
The rain had been predicted—and it came.
But this mattered nothing to us and much
less to those young people. I could not stop
imagining Don Bosco surrounded by his
boys, carrying baskets of bread for their
lunch or snack, and musical instruments
to cheer them up wherever they went. 

Do you know that behind it all is a
precious vision—one both educational
and spiritual?

It was the month of August 2015. More
precisely, it was the afternoon of August 15th
and we were celebrating the 200th
anniversary of Don Bosco’s birth with 5,200
young people from all over the world in the
International Youth Encounter (SYM DON
BOSCO).

Much Greater Than 
the Hills of Monferrato

 
All of Don Bosco’s pedagogy is encapsulated in

these autumn outings: familiarity and
camaraderie; joy and celebration; a time to

walk, as one walks along the paths of life; space
for conversation and friendship; and Don

Bosco’s good and kind presence.
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The Rector Major at the Mass for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians, May 2021
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I could continue to develop this thought
myself in telling the story, but I have chosen
to leave it to one of my Salesian brothers, José
Miguel Núñez, who has an extraordinary
talent for writing:

For many years, Don Bosco used to celebrate the
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary at Becchi,
accompanied by a handful of boys who followed him
with unimaginable joy. They were the best boys of
the Oratory. For all of them, it was a reward to be
with Don Bosco for a few days on vacation. In the
beginning there were only a few, but soon they
numbered more than 100. His first stable
destination was the land of his birth and his beloved
family home. Joseph, his brother, gladly welcomed
that horde of boys and accommodated them as best
he could in barns and stables, taking care to provide
what was necessary. Certainly, there would be
inconveniences, but good Joseph knew how to look
the other way and make things run as smoothly as
possible. After 1858, Don Bosco established true
“marches” through the villages of Piedmont and the
neighboring provinces. He himself planned the
itineraries and entrusted his boys to friends and
benefactors who welcomed them into their homes or
prepared some snacks for that “battle-ready
army”—whenever it came to quelling hunger. Fruit,
freshly baked bread, or a piece of cheese was
generously offered by the locals, who were
enthusiastic about the hustle and bustle that this
priest brought for he had the reputation of being a
saint. Though he tried to downplay this fervor, more
often than not it was without much success.

The farmers left their tasks
Beautiful testimonies of those joyful days of
celebration and of unforgettable experiences
when accompanying Don Bosco for so many
young people have been passed down to us.
One of these boys, Anfossi, wrote this:

I always remember those trips. They filled me with

joy and wonder. I accompanied Don Bosco
through the hills of Monferrato from 1854 to
1860. We were about a hundred young people
and we saw how the fame of sanctity already
surrounded Don Bosco. His arrival in the
villages was a triumph. The parish priests of the
surrounding area and usually the civil
authorities also came out to meet him. The
people looked out of the windows or went out
into the streets and the farmers left their tasks to
see the Saint…

All of Don Bosco’s pedagogy is
encapsulated in these autumn outings:
familiarity and camaraderie; joy and
celebration; a time to walk, as one walks
along the paths of life; space for
conversation and friendship; and Don
Bosco’s good and kind presence. Like that
of an adult accompanying another along
his/her journey, he has a good and kind
word for everyone and extends a gesture
of closeness and solidarity with those who
show greater difficulty in reaching the
goal. The music and the celebration
flooded their hearts and reawakened
enthusiasm in those young people. They
were happy to be close to this father
whom they admired so much and to whom
they were so grateful. In perfect marching
formation and playing their musical
instruments, the advent of Don Bosco’s
boys in those small villages of Piedmont
must have been quite an event.

God walked with them
The boys were filled with wonder and joy.
To Don Bosco, it seemed as if he were in
heaven as he rejoiced at the smiles of his
young people and their festive songs.
Prayer and benediction with the Blessed
Sacrament in the village church were a
constant. Their father's affection was

rendered worthy of their trust
thanks to the familiarity they
experienced along the way.
Without knowing it, many of
those young people would
continue to travel with him
throughout their lives—much
greater than the hills of
Monferrato.

I am thinking now about how
important it is for us to invite
our adolescents and young
adults, our “digital natives” who
live immersed in the digital
world, to experience the
richness of personal encounters
(and not through a telephone
screen): the precious exercise of
listening to each other; of
laughing together; of being
silent during a simple prayer; of
marveling at a sunset; of
experiencing the joy of greeting
the elderly who are resting for a
while on their porch, watching
people pass by—they who have
already lived life abundantly,
thanks be to God. I leave you
these words which the Pope
addressed to us Salesians at our
General Chapter: “I like to think
that we are still very capable of
dreaming and of helping others
dream.”

With all my heart, I wish you a
happy summer.

Don Angel
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St. Luke has comprised eighteen years of the life of Jesus Christ
in a few words, "He was subject to them;” still we will permit
ourselves, with the aid of the Holy Fathers, to develop these
words, or at least their sense. St. Basil, in the fortieth chapter of
his Monastic Constitutions, writes that the Savior daily labored
unceasingly to obey Mary and Joseph. St. Justin Martyr assures
us, in his Dialogue with Tryphon, that the Incarnate Word assisted
St. Joseph in his labors, and shared in them as far as His
strength permitted. St. Jerome and St. Bonaventure said the
same thing; but the most undeniable proof of the continual
obedience of Jesus towards St. Joseph is found in the words of
the Blessed Virgin speaking to St. Bridget, Her favored servant.
She says: "My Son was so obedient, that when Joseph said to
Him, do this or that, He did it immediately." We have a right to
add that our Divine Savior, in thus honoring Joseph as His
father, wished doubtless to leave to His great family, the
Church, a striking example, which should teach Her to pay
Joseph special homage as the head of the Holy Family. If Jesus
Christ had submitted but for one hour only to the directions
and orders of Joseph, it would have been sufficient to render
that holy patriarch venerable among all the saints; but how
much more should he not be honored after Jesus has consented
to be subject to him during so many years! Brought up, fed, and
protected by St. Joseph for more than 25 years, could the Divine
Savior wish otherwise than that all Christians should endeavor
to acknowledge by particular homage the long and faithful
services which that good father rendered to his adorable
Person?
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Fr. Paul Albera in New York

Fr. Albera and his secretary, Fr. Calogero Gusmano, left
San Francisco on Sunday, March 1, 1903, and traveled
comfortably by train for five days to Chicago. Fr. Gusmano
marveled at the smooth ride and all the amenities that rail
passengers enjoyed in those days, right down to having
their shoes shined by the porters overnight. The ride was so
smooth, writes the secretary, that they could have said
Mass in their compartment—but he was not sure that the
Sacred Congregation of Rites would have approved.

In Chicago, they were guests of the Servite community,
whose superior, Fr. Thomas Moreschini, gave them a tour
of what was then America’s second-biggest city (1,900,000
inhabitants). On Friday they proceeded to Cleveland
(population 400,000), where Fr. Coppo met them, and
together they called on Bp. Ignatius F. Horstmann to
discuss the possibility of opening a Salesian trade school
there. Fr. Albera liked the prospects, but finding personnel
would be difficult.

Bp. Horstmann had written to Fr. Rua more than a year
earlier, offering the Salesians a high school and a juvenile
correctional institution, “assuring them that charity would
provide abundant means” for the works. The superior
chapter replied that it would be at least six years before
they could possibly accept. This is a constant refrain in the
minutes of the superior chapter during these years. But
evidently, the bishop persisted, or Fr. Albera is not likely to
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A Meditation on St. Joseph
BY FR. JOSEPH PATRIGNANI, AN ITALIAN JESUIT

FROM THE ZEAL OF THE SALESIANS IS JUST THE
THING  BY FR. MIKE MENDL, SDB
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have called on him.

On Saturday, March 7, Frs. Albera, Coppo,
and Gusmano were in Buffalo, whence they
hastened on to New York, arriving the next
morning at nine o’clock. When they reached
Transfiguration by streetcar, it was pouring
rain, but a mob of people outside the church
was waiting for one Mass to end so that they
could attend the next one. The open and
generous Catholicism of the faithful
impressed Fr. Gusmano most favorably.

New York seems to have enthralled Fr.
Gusmano: he writes with fervor about the
city, its Italians, the Church and its schools,
and the Salesians. The two travelers stayed at
Transfiguration and visited St. Brigid’s. At
the former, the parishioners were mostly
from Liguria and southern Italy, and in
the neighborhood Protestant missionaries
were quite active among the immigrants.
While the Protestants offered free schooling
and other advantages, the Salesians were still
struggling to teach the Italians the necessity
of supporting the church and its school
financially. Because of the immense number
of Italians in New York and the scarcity of
Italian-speaking priests and religious, Fr.
Albera urged his confreres to promote
vocations, specifically by opening a house for
adult candidates (Sons of Mary).

One day during his stay, Fr. Albera crossed
the harbor to Newark “to inspect a proposed
site for an apostolic school for adult aspirants
to the ecclesiastical state.” The property for
this site belonged to one Fr. Morelli, who had
offered it to the Salesians more than a year
earlier. Fr. Rua had liked the idea but
hesitated to give Fr. Coppo permission to
make the purchase because of lack of
financial resources and of personnel. A few

weeks before Fr. Albera arrived, he finally
sent written authorization for the
purchase.

Fr. Felix Morelli (1843-1923) had arrived
in New York in 1888 as a member of the
Scalabrinians. The Scalabrinians were
becoming very involved with the Italian
immigrants, especially at St. Joachim and
Most Precious Blood parishes. Fr. Morelli,
born at Castelnuovo Pesaro and ordained
in 1868, had a history of financial
irregularities in Italy and continued that
history in New York as pastor of St.
Joachim (1888-1890) and provincial
superior (1890-1893), causing a great deal
of grief and even scandal to Bp. Scalabrini,
Archbishop Corrigan, the Italian
community, and others. More positively,
he and Bp. Scalabrini were instrumental
in bringing Mother Cabrini’s Missionary
Sisters of the Sacred Heart to New York.
Completing his five-year commitment to
the Scalabrinians, he went to Newark,
where he became pastor of the Italian
parish of St. Philip Neri (14 Grove Street;
the parish is now closed, a victim of
continued demographic change). Fr.
Morelli died at New Brunswick, New
Jersey.

Fr. Albera called on the new archbishop of
New York, John Farley (promoted the
previous September), and on various
Salesian Cooperators and religious
communities; these had been very
generous to the Salesians since 1898 with
their financial and moral support.
Everyone from the archbishop down
received the visitors very warmly. Crowds
came to hear Fr. Albera preach and to
entertain him with musical and dramatic
presentations.

The visitors and Fr. Coppo used
the subways and elevated trains
to tour the city, including
Brooklyn. Fr. Gusmano seems to
have been surprised that they
could ride all day for a nickel. As
mentioned earlier, he admired
the Brooklyn Bridge, devoting a
whole column of the Bollettino
Salesiano to describing it.
According to the chronicle of
the house, a delegation of
Italians from St. Brigid’s Church
petitioned Fr. Albera for the
return of the Salesians to care
for them pastorally, and the
catechist general “promised to
speak to the superior chapter so
that our community could
return and act on its own in the
area of St. Brigid’s Church.” The
delegation let it be known how
sorely the Salesians were
missed, and “during this whole
year [1903] they implored the
superiors by letter to allow us to
live once more in their midst.”

Regrettably, Fr. Gusmano gives
few dates. But an attentive
reading of his articles informs
us that they sailed from New
York aboard the St. Paul on
March 18 and reached London
on March 26 after a voyage
extended by one day because of
a rough sea off the English
coast.
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communities and works.
However, after a year of
separation and going it alone,
we long to join together in
formative processes embedded
in our in-person meetings,
formation sessions, prayer
moments, and interactions with
needy young people and their
parents.

As much as we would prefer to
do so, it is impossible for us
simply to “turn the page” on
formation and go back to things
as they were before the
pandemic. We can’t just pull out
our formation lesson plans from
the past, especially if that
formation consisted in covering
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RM Path to the Future 2020-2026

The Rector Major at celebrations for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians in Valdocco
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

In his book, Let us Dream: The Path of a Better
Future (Dec. 2020), Pope Francis wrote:
“The basic rule of a crisis is that you don’t
come out of it the same. If you get through it,
you come out better or worse, but never the
same” (p. 1).

He continues: “It is an illusion to think that
we can go back to where we were. This a
moment to dream big, to rethink our
priorities—what we value, what we want,
what we seek … (to) take stock, and design
better ways of living together …” (p. 6).

Undoubtedly, this teaching of Pope Francis
was on the mind of our Rector Major, Fr.
Angel Fernandez Artime, when he
formulated his eight points for the renewal of
our Salesian Family in the pandemic era.
After rethinking our priorities and proposing

better ways of living together in the first
three aspects of our lives as Don Bosco’s
followers (i.e., Salesian Identity, youth
evangelization, and Salesian presence),
the Rector Major focuses on the
processes of forming Don Bosco’s
followers (of all ages and states of life) in
the charism, mission, spirituality, and
fellowship of our saintly founder. Clearly,
if we intend to give birth to a renewed Salesian
Family, we will have to bring our formation
processes in line with that renewed identity. 

As we emerge out of lockdown restrictions
over the past year, we realize that, while
we did our best under very difficult
circumstances, formation-at-a-distance
can only go so far in meeting our goals.
We are always grateful for the virtual
opportunities that we offered to our

Formation: 4th Orientation of our Renewal as a Salesian Family



a designated content over a definite number
of sessions within a period of two to four
years. In paraphrasing the words of Pope
Francis, this is the time to dream big, to
rethink our priorities, to take stock and
design better ways of forming ourselves and
our Salesian Family members. Over the past
few years (even before the pandemic),
Salesian Family groups made plans to
reconfigure formation for those in initial and
ongoing formation. The Salesian
Cooperators, the Salesian Sisters, the
Salesians of Don Bosco, the Association of
Mary Help of Christians (ADMA), and the
Don Bosco Volunteers developed guidelines
and orientations for formation that give
formation in the Salesian Family a new
orientation. With the opening up of our
society, churches, and presences, we have the
opportunity to make of this time a “new
beginning” along the lines traced out by the
Rector Major in his guidelines for renewing
the way the Salesian Family forms its
members. All of us in the Salesian Family
would do well to take careful note of the basic
principles identified by the Rector Major for
this renewed formation process in our lives as
Don Bosco’s followers.

What is formation?
Formation is truly a precious gift from the
Lord that brings to maturity in Salesian
Family members the inestimable gift of the
Father’s call to our Christian and consecrated
vocations. Formation aims at bringing about
a life-long transformation in the faith and life
of the Salesian Family member. The process
of formation seeks to “touch the heart” of the
member more than to hand on
understandings and information from a
formation manual or program.

Who are the agents of this life-long

members. Ministry with the
young was an essential part of
that formation (both initial and
ongoing). In this, the Rector
Major reechoes the principle
proclaimed by Pope Francis that
we in the Salesian Family are
not formed for mission, but in
mission with the young most in
need. 

What is bold and new about
this vision of formation for
the Salesian Family?
Formation is embedded in how
and with whom we live and
minister. It is not so much about
what we do or teach. “Growth is
a slow process of the individual
developing as a whole, an
interrelationship of life
experiences, existential needs,
understandings, mission,
relationships, vocation, project
of life… In this process of
holistic development, we form
ourselves to be educators and
pastors in a new world and in a
renewed mission.” 

Steps to the future?
The Rector Major calls all in the
Salesian Family to look
carefully and creatively on
developing a process and
formative plan that will
accompany our members
toward a change of heart and a
renewed commitment to
following Jesus Christ in the
charism of Don Bosco with
greater fidelity and
effectiveness. 

formation?
Formation is primarily the work of the
Holy Spirit in our lives. The personal
commitment of each member in
fostering his or her formation is
essential. The Salesian Family
community is the primary
environment needed for this
formation to be effective in changing
hearts. A formation process that
brings together all members and
groups within the Salesian Family
(women and men, lay and consecrated)
best represents our common vocation
as Don Bosco’s followers. At a time
when we are still grieving the loss of so
many of our brothers and sisters, we
offer pastoral gentleness and prayer
when reassembling as a Salesian
Family community.

What about the neediest young and
families in Salesian Family
formation?
In its deepest roots, formation in the
Salesian Family aims at a personal
transformation in living as missionary
disciples of Jesus Christ. For Don
Bosco, evangelization with the young
was not merely an act of charity quite
separate from the process of formation
and the life of the Salesian Family
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Mother General and the Rector Major at the Presentation of the
2021 Strenna, December 2020
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I gingerly picked up a faded photo from my
high school album. It had been tucked away
in an upstairs closet for years. For most of my
adult life, I didn’t choose to revisit those old
memories, because it required me to open old
wounds, too. But pregnancy and childbirth,
combined with chronic sleep deprivation,
makes for a cocktail of vulnerability.

Something inside told me to pause, and I
observed that girl I was twenty years earlier.
In the photo, I was smiling with my friends. I
remembered that day vividly—I felt out of
place, an outlier, but my friends told me to
snap out of my mood and “just smile.” So I
did.

As Catholics, we tend to feel, from time to
time, a sense that we are different. It’s
because we are. By our baptism, we are set

Understanding the culture
in which you live
Following truth
Assembling broken
fragments
Doing something new
Looking to the future and
creating a legacy

Building a Catholic culture in
your home involves five basic
steps:

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

Understanding the Current
Culture
We can ask ourselves: Is culture
shaping me, or am I creating
culture? We are all influenced by
the world, bombarded with
messages from the media, and
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A Future Catholic Culture Begins in the Home
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BY JEANNIE EWING

apart—not in a sanctimonious, superior
sense, but in an anointed purpose.

These days, our hearts are nearly always
torn between two worlds—what is eternal
and what is temporal.

Doing the work of God can be lonely and
frustrating. It’s why I sensed that I wasn’t
exactly like my friends, though I
desperately wanted to be. But our
conversations centered around the
secular, popular way of living, and I didn’t
feel comfortable with that.

If we desire to build a culture of holiness,
we have to acknowledge that the world in
which we are living desperately needs the
message of Christ that can only be
delivered through you.

Originally published on www.catholicexchange.com, 06/09/21
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After praying the midday Angelus on January 31, 2021,
Pope Francis announced that he is establishing a World
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. The pope made
the announcement noting the Feast of the Presentation in
the Temple (February 2nd), when the elderly Simeon and
Anna recognized the Child Jesus as the Savior of the world.
He said:

Any form of construction, be it spiritual or physical,
necessitates that we don’t know exactly where we’re
headed. Sometimes we will never see the conclusion of our
life’s work. When you chase something higher than the
world offers, you become lured and persuaded by the lights
God initially favors you with, but there’s no absolute
conclusion. 

Building a Catholic lifestyle does not mean you will go to
extreme measures of self-flagellation or consuming only
herbs and water. It’s not so much in the outward,
Pharisaical signs others will find shocking or disturbing.
It’s more in what becomes second nature—a rhythm, a
cadence that constantly reveals, however subtle, the
undercurrent of God’s presence and love. 

immersing ourselves—albeit at times subconsciously—into the
shadows of “what everyone else is doing.” Over time, we
become numb to what is truly good and truly evil. Much of the
suffering we face in creating culture is that we allow culture to
shape us or we let others do the work we are called to do.
Creating culture is like chiseling rock—it involves
intentionality and time.

Following Truth
If we want to grow in sanctity, we have to face the reality that
the Cross must be integral to the way in which we live. This
means making sacrifices (e.g., and doing what is challenging on
a daily basis). In order to progress in this, we can pray for the
virtue of fortitude, which includes patience and perseverance. 

Regardless of obstacles, hardships, trials, and chaos, truth
endures. You will find what you are looking for.

Assembling Broken Fragments
Sometimes creating a Catholic environment means picking up
the pieces of what someone else started (or even what you
started a long time ago). There will be moments of rebirth and
renewal, and moments when you have to begin again. To
prevent discouragement, remember that the Star of Bethlehem
still shone, even when it was no longer visible and, in fact,
concealed by clouds. 

Doing Something New
Do something totally new and original with what you already
have. When you believe in what you are doing and what God has
placed upon your heart, nothing can stand in your way. That is
true confidence in faith! When you carry such faith, it propels
you beyond stagnancy and affects others who come after you
(e.g., your progeny). Your work will not die or finish.

Looking to the Future and Creating a Legacy
We have a future. We are a Church of the future, not of the past.
We have to look where God is leading us, not where we’ve been.
Create a culture that others can continue, where sacrifice is
normal and God is sought in everything. Don’t do something
old as if it were new or something new as if it were old. Be willing
to quit what you are doing at any moment and go wherever it is you are
called (think: St. Teresa of Calcutta). 
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Pope Establishes World Day of
Grandparents and Elderly

To be celebrated throughout the Church on the Fourth
Sunday of July

http://aleteia.com/


The day after tomorrow, February 2nd, we will
celebrate the feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the
Temple, when Simeon and Anna, both elderly,
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, recognized Jesus as
the Messiah. The Holy Spirit still stirs up thoughts
and words of wisdom in the elderly today. Their
voice is precious because it sings the praises of God
and safeguards the roots of peoples. They remind us
that old age is a gift and that grandparents are the
link between generations, passing on the experience
of life and faith to the young. Grandparents are
often forgotten, and we forget this wealth of
preserving roots and passing on. For this reason, I
have decided to establish World Grandparents’ and
Elders’ Day, which will be held in all the Church
every year on the fourth Sunday of July, close to the
feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, Jesus’
“grandparents.” It is important for grandparents to
meet their grandchildren and for grandchildren to
meet their grandparents, because—as the prophet
Joel says—grandparents, before their grandchildren,
will dream, and have great desires, and young
people, taking strength from their grandparents,
will go forward and prophesy. February 2nd is
indeed the feast of the encounter between
grandparents and their grandchildren.

The Eucharistic miracle of Bolsena that is
conserved in the Cathedral of Orvieto led to
the Feast of Corpus Christi. While they
were eating, Jesus took bread, said the
blessing, broke it, and giving it to his
disciples said, “Take and eat; this is my
body” (Matthew: 26:26).

In lower Umbria, just across the border
from Lazio, is an important pilgrimage
destination. Atop an impregnable rock
cliff composed of volcanic tufa stone is
the ancient town of Orvieto.

The Eucharistic miracle
While tourists come to Orvieto to
sample the city’s unique culinary
traditions and explore its underground
labyrinth of caves and tunnels
constructed in ancient Etruscan times,
Catholics come to pay homage to one
of the most important Eucharistic
miracles in the Catholic Church. The
Eucharistic miracle of Bolsena that
is conserved in the Cathedral of
Orvieto led to the Feast of Corpus

Christi. The miracle took place
in 1263 when a German priest
was en route to Rome on
pilgrimage. He was in Bolsena—
a city on a large lake about 18
kilometers (11 miles) southwest
of Orvieto—to celebrate Mass.
The priest, Fr. Peter, was having
doubts as to the Real Presence
of Christ in the Eucharist. Just
after the consecration, the Host
began to bleed. Flabbergasted,
the priest suspended the Mass
and went straight to Orvieto. As
part of the Papal States, Pope
Urban IV was currently in
residence there with his papal
court.

The origin of the Feast of
Corpus Christi
The pope investigated the
miraculous Host and the
bloodstained corporal (linen
altar cloth). After confirming its
authenticity, Pope Urban

Pilgrimage to Orvieto: The Eucharistic Miracle of
Bolsena
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frescoes, the artistic highlight inside the cathedral is the
chapel of San Brizio. Located in the right transept, it is
famous for the cycle of frescoes on the walls and in the sails
(the four sections of the cross vault on the ceiling). Luca
Signorilli’s massive wall frescoes of the Last Judgment
(1499–1503), considered his masterpiece, are on par with
those of Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel.

How the feast is celebrated in Orvieto
The Feast of Corpus Christi is an important occasion in
Orvieto and cities throughout Central Italy. On that date
the Corporal of Bolsena is paraded through Orvieto.
The popularity of the feast has led to elaborate traditions in
other cities in central Italy including Umbria, Tuscany, and
Lazio. In the days leading up to the feast, residents
prepare a unique tradition known as the “Infiorate” by
meticulously applying colored flower petals to the
pavement to form elaborate illustrations and brilliant
designs. Given its unique combination of history,
topography, art, and especially sanctity and miracles,
Orvieto is a city unique in all of Italy.

Click here to launch the slideshow.

instituted a new feast in the liturgical calendar. The Feast of
Corpus Christi was set to be observed on the Thursday (or
Sunday) after Trinity Sunday.

Shortly thereafter, the pope instructed an edifice be built to
house the Eucharistic miracle of Bolsena. The result was the
spectacular Cathedral of Orvieto. The corporal is conserved
within a silver-framed reliquary in a marble aedicule above the
altar.

A martyr’s relics
Also within the cathedral are the relics of one of Orvieto’s
patron saints. St. Peter Parenzo was martyred in Orvieto almost
a century before the Eucharistic miracle took place and the
cathedral was constructed. Pope Innocent III appointed him as
Podestà (the city mayor) in the late 12th century to stamp out
the Cathar heresy and restore order in the papal city. In 1199,
St. Peter was slain by Cathars. The faithful began venerating
him as a martyr and seeking his intercession. Numerous
miracles were reported, and pilgrims soon began flocking to
Orvieto in droves. His remains were transferred to the
cathedral when it was completed and where they remain today.
Usually overlooked by pilgrims there to see the Eucharistic
miracle, his relics are contained in a coffer beneath the altar in
a side chapel.

Magnificent sacred art
As is the case in so many Italian cathedrals and basilicas, art
and the sacred are intertwined. Pilgrims who visit the cathedral
cannot help but notice that it is a treasure trove of artwork
from the High Middle Ages and early Renaissance.

The striking Gothic façade is one of the great masterpieces of
Italian architecture of the great masterpieces of Italian
architecture of the Late Middle Ages. It is easily recognizable
with its golden mosaics depicting biblical stories, three
recessed portals, and characteristic spires. While the façade is
ornate, the exterior side walls are composed of simple
alternating stripes of local white travertine and dark green
basalt, characteristic of other cathedrals and basilicas from
Tuscany to Umbria built in that era.

While the Chapel of the Corporal is covered in wall-to-wall

The Holy Father’s intentions for the final Rosary of the
Marathon to end the pandemic on May 31, 2021 were made
in five “knots” to be untied.
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Pope Francis prays before the crowned image of Mary, Undoer of Knots, 
in the Vatican Gardens, May 31, 2021

Screenshot from Vatican News YouTube channel.

Pope Francis' Final Five Intentions
for the Last Rosary of May Marathon

https://aleteia.org/slideshow/slideshow-pilgrimage-to-orvieto-the-eucharistic-miracle-of-bolsena/?from_post=583574


We are persons who are digitally connected. In our
world of social media and connectivity, we need to be
critical consumers and creative producers of content. 
Positive inspirational stories are essential where
destruction and war, violence and hatred, domination
and abuse take center stage. 
As Catholics, we must transmit the Gospel message of
Christ and our faith. As He ascended into heaven,
Christ left us the mandate, saying “Go to the entire
world and preach the Good News in all creation” (Mk.
16:15).

This vocational theme invites all of us to make
communication our personal vocation and ensure that our
faith is lived out and transmitted as we encounter, connect
and network with people at all levels, but more especially
at grassroots levels.

We realize that:

1.

2.

3.

Over the years we, the Social Communications Commission
of the Catholic Bishops Conference, together with several
other animators, have been organizing and conducting
media education seminars for teachers, young people,
students, priests, and laypersons. Participants at the
seminars constantly request additional handouts and
material for both personal and community use. 

Therefore, the Social Communications Commission of the
Catholic Bishops Conference has put together a variety of
sessions that have been presented and conducted for the
different groups. We are delighted to present this Media
Resource Manual 2021, and we hope that it will assist you
and enable you to be contributors of content to friends,
family, and the wider community.

My gratitude to the SOCOM team, Abigail Seta, Nigel
Akuani, Jessica Oata, Rosemary Yambune, and Isabella
Saleu, who have contributed to this Media Resource
Manual and are happy to conduct programs and sessions
for the different groups. Thanks to SIGNIS and MISSIO and
the many who support this important sector. The Media
Resource Manual 2021 is a good resource for your priests,

The first is “wounded relationality, loneliness, and
indifference,” which have grown worse during the pandemic.

The second knot is unemployment, especially the challenges for
young people, women, and fathers of families, as well as those
facing businessmen working to defend and protect their
employees.

The “drama of violence”—especially violence that originates in
the home, violence against women, and violence that comes
because of social tensions exacerbated by the current crisis—is
the third knot.

The Pope’s fourth intention relates to “human progress,” which
should be supported by scientific research in such a way that
discoveries might be accessible to all, “especially the weakest
and the poorest."

Finally, the Pope prayed for pastoral care, that Catholic
communities might regain their enthusiasm and feel a new
impetus in all areas of pastoral life, and that young people
might be able to marry and build a family and a future.

Dear friends,

Greetings! "Come and See" is the theme of World
Communications Day, recently celebrated on May 16, 2021.
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Volume III, Issue 7 | July 2021

Page 11

Screenshot of Media Resource Manual 2021 Cover

Media Resource Manual Booklet

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/MEDIA-RESOURCE-MANUAL.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/MEDIA-RESOURCE-MANUAL.pdf


teachers, youth leaders, lay animators, and
students in your diocese, school, parish, or
institution. It is a simple guide to help your
media team in their efforts to write articles
and send in news items, feature articles,
reflections, and photographs. It offers you a
deeper insight into what media is all about.
You are invited to use it in sessions with
different groups as you encourage persons to
write and share about their activities and
programs.

A low resolution of the manual is circulated
and is available on the Catholic Bishops
Conference website. Limited printed copies
are available at SOCOM, CBC Waigani.

To book your orders today, contact
socom@catholic.org.pg for copies for your
commission, diocese, parish, or institution.

Fr Ambrose Pereira, SDB
SOCOM Secretary
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Click on the links on the images above to learn more and choose an information session
to attend. Our next session wll be this upcoming Sunday, June 27, at 3:00 pm ET!

Gospel Roads Mexico, January 2018
Photo by Salesian Youth Ministry

Editor's Note
The photos in "Keeping It Real, Raw and Honest" in

last month's issue were taken by Theo Vecera.

mailto:socom@catholic.org.pg
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/FR-MIKE-VIDEO-TRIMMED.mp4
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/847522045
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Photo by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

Brs. Lenny Carlino and Steve DeMaio will be ordained to the presbyterate, and Br. Ky Nguyen to the diaconate on Saturday, June 26, at St.
John Bosco Church in Port Chester. Click here or on the photo collage above to learn more, and we pray you can join us for their Ordinations

virtually by pressing this link!

(from left to right) Brs. Lenny Carlino, Steve DeMaio, and Ky Nguyen
 Photos by Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB

Click here or on either the image to the left or the ad to the right to register for Provincial Congress 2021. We look forward to seeing our
cooperators and delegates this month!

https://salesians.org/blog/three-salesians-be-ordained
https://salesians.org/blog/three-salesians-be-ordained
https://www.facebook.com/donboscopcny/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfI15bXtqBWUloVW-DvK0q-JW3jJkdhXfOw81M-TLK5SxNT2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfI15bXtqBWUloVW-DvK0q-JW3jJkdhXfOw81M-TLK5SxNT2Q/viewform


Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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"The future is the
Salesian Family."

- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA

Maria  Auxilium Christianorum, ora pro
nobis!

Bp. Sylvain Ducange, SDB, Auxiliary Bishop of Port-au-Prince 
Photo by Pierre Larocque

"Faith and prayer. These are our weapons 
and our supports."

- St. John Bosco

A few weeks ago,  Msgr. Ducange Sylvain, SDB, Auxiliary
Bishop of Port-au-Prince, went home to the Salesian

Garden. Our Salesian Family in Canada, the USA, Haiti,
and throughout the world continue to mourn him and pay

tribute to his legacy. We invite you to click here or on his
image to the left to read more about his remarkable life.

https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/13030-haiti-salesians-and-church-of-haiti-in-mourning-msgr-ducange-sylvain-sdb-auxiliary-archbishop-of-port-au-prince-has-passed-away
https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/13030-haiti-salesians-and-church-of-haiti-in-mourning-msgr-ducange-sylvain-sdb-auxiliary-archbishop-of-port-au-prince-has-passed-away
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg

