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The Rector Major being welcomed by the youth from Harare who came for the rally
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

My Name is Sean Cayd
The Story of an Unimaginable Gift

THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

Dear Readers, friends of the Salesian Bulletin, and most
especially friends of Don Bosco's charism, I send you my
affectionate greeting. They always come with gratitude for the
sympathy you have towards Don Bosco, the saint of the world's
youth, and the closeness, respect, or curiosity you feel towards
those of us who try to continue his mission in the Church and
the world. With all my heart, I thank you!

Today I am writing to share with you something I experienced
just a short while ago when I was visiting the Salesian
presences in Zimbabwe. More precisely, I was in a small town
called Hwange. There I met with my Salesian confreres, other
members of the Salesian Family, the educators from that place,
and a group of about 200 young people both from there and
others from far away, who had come from Malawi and Namibia
with great sacrifice and generosity.

The three days in Hwange were full of life, joy, encounters, and
greetings. From the first moment, more than 50 boys and girls
from the closest houses joined the gathering. In fact, they spent
the day there among us, and, to a great extent, amazed by
everything they saw and heard—the songs, the dances, and the

joy. It can be said that one of the greatest riches of Africa
are its children. They are all over and always happy and
smiling (I would almost say unaware of the poverty in
which they live). 

Now I would like to tell you about Sean. Among all the
children, this one boy was almost always present, together
with his friends. He is about twelve years old. There he was,
about a yard away from everything that was happening, not
keeping his distance and unafraid. He was watching
everything that was happening because it was all new for
him. Naturally, I greeted them all many times: in the
morning, in the afternoon, and at night when they went
home; and we spoke about things together.

When the time came for me to leave to head to the next
stop, several hours’ journey by truck, there was that young
lad. Just as I was getting into the truck, he came forward
and stood very close to me, extending his right hand, fist
closed. I understood that he wanted to give me something
in my hand. Certainly, I did not have any idea what it was.
Perhaps it was a request? Maybe he was letting me know he
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needed something? The fact is I extended the palm of my hand
and received what he gave me. I soon understood that he was
offering me a gift—his gift. I looked at what he handed me,
closed my hand, thanked him with words and a huge smile, and
put it into my pocket. To end our farewell, he visibly handed me
a piece of writing paper.

You may wonder what this was all about—what was the gift
and what was on the piece of paper. Let me share that with you
right now. This boy—as I understand it—felt the need to thank
me for having been there, perhaps for having greeted him, or
being close to him and his friends, so he gave me what he could.
The gift was simply a small stone, one of the thousands that
were around on the ground, but one he had chosen to give to
me. He gave me everything he could. That's how I received it. I
have it with me now and with me it will remain. On the little
piece of paper was written: "Pray fou (sic) you. My name is Sean
Cayd." Certainly, Sean offered me his prayer and remembrance.

How could my heart not have been touched by that experience?
How could I forget that face and those eyes full of life? How
could I not ask myself what must have gone through that boy’s
heart and mind for him to feel that he had to give something to
me—a man from a foreign land who had come from afar to visit
them?

There are so many questions. Certainly, everything that
happened has made me think much and deeply. It called to
mind that scene in the Gospel in which the Lord Jesus praises
the poor old woman because she had put but a few coins in the
basket of the Temple of Jerusalem, the place to make donations.
But it was all she had. Since I am a Salesian, an educator, Sean
made me think very seriously about the educational action that
takes place each day, by every Salesian, and in each Salesian
house. The same can be said of every gesture, every word, every
caress that happens in homes and families.

In fact, the moral of the story, the one that I try to apply to
myself, is that we can never guess to what extent a word, a
smile, a greeting, or even a look can reach in the heart of a boy,
a girl, an adolescent or a young person, and what it can mean in
their lives. What seems like nothing to the one who gives can be
everything to the one who receives.

Don Bosco’s life is full of significant encounters, of words
whispered in the ear, of glances that pierced the heart and
soul—like the young Paolo Albera, who would become Don
Bosco's second successor, or Luigi Variara, who promised,
as a ten-year-old boy, in that exchange of glances, that he
would never be separated from Don Bosco again. He did
become a Salesian, a missionary, and the founder of a
Congregation of great charity in the care of lepers. Today he
is a Blessed.

It seems to me that these are some of the "miracles" that I
often say are experienced daily in Salesian houses around
the world. The truth is that my friend Sean touched my
heart and taught me a great lesson. I pray the Good Lord
bless him.

I wish you all the best, dear friends. Let us continue to trust
that much good is also being done in the world. Thank you
for walking this path together with me and for sharing
these ideals. 

Cordially,
Don Angel Fernandez Artime, SDB

Click here or on the image above to access 
the Mass for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians from Torino.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM6IfuLP0LlmtOL39mL27Hw/channels
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM6IfuLP0LlmtOL39mL27Hw/channels
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Sacred Heart of Jesus
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus
in Salesian Spirituality

BY FR. MIKE PACE, SDB

The Sacred Heart of Jesus endures as a beloved devotion rooted
in Salesian spirituality. As you enter Don Bosco’s Basilica of
Mary Help of Christians in Valdocco, the Sacred Heart greets
you in the first chapel on the left. Originally, the Sacred Heart
was venerated in the second chapel, until 1890 when Blessed
Michael Rua rededicated it to St. Francis de Sales. In 1954, this
chapel was rededicated yet again, this time to St. Dominic
Savio, as we see it today. That this chapel was home first to the
Sacred Heart, then to St. Francis, and finally to Dominic
suggests the enduring power of the Sacred Heart up and down
the ages to draw human hearts into deep intimacy with the
divine Heart.

As we celebrate the fourth centenary of Francis de Sales’ birth
into heaven, this reflection will focus on our patron’s intuitions
on the Sacred Heart.

Scriptural basis to the Devotion of the Sacred Heart
The Scriptural roots of the devotion to the Sacred Heart run
deep. For Francis de Sales, the Gospel of John presents Jesus’

Heart as the fountain of life. At the Last Supper, John
reclined and rests his head on Jesus’s Heart (Jn. 13:23-25).
From the pierced side of the Crucified Christ flowed blood
and water (Jn. 19:34), an image for the sacraments in the
economy of salvation. Finally, in his autobiographical
reference, Jesus offers His heart as the model for every
disciple: “Learn from me for I am meek and humble of
heart” (Mt. 11:29).

The Sacred Heart in Catholic tradition 
Throughout the Middle Ages, especially in Franciscan and
Dominican preaching, devotion to the Sacred Heart
centered on the five wounds of the Crucified Christ, most
notably his pierced side. In the 17th century, St. Margaret
Mary, a Visitation Sister to whom Jesus chose to reveal His
Sacred Heart with depth, clarity, and intensity, became the
catalyst for the devotion that still moves hearts today. This
tradition, characterized by a worldview of interconnected
human and divine hearts flows from the intense spiritual
bond shared by St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622) and St. Jane
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and predisposes it to interiorize the
attitude of the crucified Jesus, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing” (Lk. 23:34). Bearing with
the imperfections of our neighbor is one
of the key aspects of the love revealed by
Jesus on the Cross. Pierced and broken for
love’s sake, His Heart was full of
tenderness for humanity, including those
who caused His death.

A Heart stripped of every human desire
beating only to fulfill God’s will
Francis, contemplating the Heart of
Christ crucified, teaches that self-
renunciation, or surrender of the human
will to the divine (Lk. 22:42, “Not my will
but thy will be done”), is reflected by Jesus
being stripped naked for the Cross.
Human desires are “clothing” for the
heart. Jesus, naked, reveals that He has no
desires other than for His Father and the
fulfillment of His will. On the cross, Jesus’
heart was bare, clothed only with “charity
as a garment.”

The Sacred Heart: Maternal and Paternal
Even more than viewing the Heart of
Jesus as the center of the eternal life of
Heaven, Francis sees it as the source of
that divine life and friendship even now,
and its means of nourishment in the
ordinary events of everyday life. In this
sense the Heart of the crucified Christ
conveys both maternal and paternal
qualities of the divine Heart of God.
Francis affirms that from his heart on the
Cross “our Lord treats us as a good Father
and a good Mother,” offering us life and
sustenance.

The maternal qualities of the Sacred
Heart resonate in both The Introduction

Francis de Chantal (1572-1641) who
shared “one heart and one soul” in their
collaborative ministry. 

Inspired by the Virgin Mary’s visitation
to her cousin Elizabeth (Lk. 1:39-56), the
Visitation Sisters would become
imitators of the two dearest virtues of
the Sacred Heart of the incarnate Word,
meekness, and humility. 

Gateway to the Paschal Mystery
For Francis, the Sacred Heart of Jesus is
the point of entry to the entire paschal
mystery. This spirituality is conveyed in
the painting of Francis by Enrico Reffo
(commissioned for the Basilica by Bl.
Michael Rua in 1896). Writing letters of
spiritual direction, Francis’ gaze is fixed
on the pierced heart of the crucified
Christ, an enduring symbol of the loving
intimacy of God who in Christ
transformed suffering and death into life
and who, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, continues to do the same in us.

Salesian Imagination around 
the Sacred Heart 
Francis begins his reflection on the
Sacred Heart of Jesus with the mystery
of the Incarnation. Because Mary’s
virginal heart was totally available to the
workings of the Holy Spirit
communicated by the divine Heart, "He
who lived from all ages in the bosom of
the eternal Father later became mortal
in the bosom of his mother in time."

Francis ponders the workings of the
divine Heart and the human heart
through various images. He describes
Jesus’ two natures (human and divine) as
"a nuptial kiss," a symbol for the union

of the human and divine Heart. This
“consummation” or union of the
divine Lover (God) and the Beloved
(the humanity of Jesus) is
accomplished in the bed of the body.
The divine Heart of God in Christ’s
own human heart is the “fountain of
living water, dew or rain come down
from heaven.” It is “the fire from
heaven with its most powerful
qualities of love.” He refers to the
fruitfulness of this indwelling divine
love in the human heart of Jesus as
“the living Fountain of Jacob.” Finally,
God’s Heart is the source (womb) and
sustainer (breasts) of life, the
underlying power that sends Christ
into the world. Jesus is sent by the
Father to bring humanity to fullness of
life, which is a life guided by love
towards love, which renders men and
women capable of deep, intimate
union with Divine Goodness. For
Francis then, the Heart of Jesus has a
dual role: it is the divine/human womb
which gives spiritual birth and
nourishment, and it is the human
means of access to the Heart of God. 

Humility & Meekness: Essential
Virtues
In his sermons, Francis insists that
this intimate union with God is
impossible without the human virtue
of humility. The practice of humility
empties the heart to receive
charity. Meekness towards one’s
neighbor, founded on love, results in
the practice of mercy, a word which
by its very etymology (miseri-cor-dia)
connotes the heart. Mercy preserves
the heart from reacting adversely to
any injury inflicted on it by others …
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A young religious Sister praying
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

Very First FMAs of Mornese:
Sr. Assunta Gaino, Part 2

COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

to the Devout Life and the Treatise on the Love of God. In the
Introduction, Francis writes: “The Heart of Christ plans to bring
you forth to salvation and make you his child. He prepared on
the tree of the cross whatever was necessary for you—a
spiritual cradle, linen, swaddling clothes, nurse, and all else
needed to make you happy.” And in the Treatise we read:
“Within Christ’s maternal breast his divine heart foresaw,
disposed, merited and obtained all our benefits, not only for all
of humanity in general but for each individual person in
particular.” 

Pondering the paternity of God’s heart, Francis believes that
all those in the Church are “children of the loving and paternal
Heart of Christ.” In his paternal role, Jesus’ Heart is the gateway
to divine providence. “Henceforth”, writes Francis to Philothea,
“have no other arms to carry you than his, no other bosom to
rest on than his, trusting always in his providence.”

Mount Calvary: The Mount of Lovers
In Salesian devotion, the ultimate expression of both the
human and divine Heart of Christ is found in His passion and
death on Calvary. Convinced that the heart of Christ crucified
is the human access point to the unfathomable depths of divine
love for us, Francis concludes that:

“Mount Calvary is the mount of lovers. All love that does not take its
origin from the Savior’s passion is foolish and perilous. Unhappy is death
without the Savior’s love; 
unhappy is love without the Savior’s death. Love and death are so
mingled in the Savior’s passion that we cannot have the one in our hearts
without the other… 

Live, Jesus, live; 
your death up on the tree 
shows all your boundless love for me!”

Devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

Sr. Assunta Gaino was a Eucharistic soul. Her devotion to
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament was tender and lively. She
spent a long time before Him in fervent talks. Several times,
by invisible force, she felt drawn to the foot of the
Tabernacle, as she herself admitted to Mother Mazzarello.
To try her in obedience, Mother Mazzarello had ordered
her not to go to church outside the community prayer
hours. She found her there one day and asked her why. The
poor Sr. Assunta, all confused, responded, “An
extraordinary force drew me in front of the Blessed
Sacrament, and I found myself here without knowing how."
After this, Mother Mazzarello, who truly knew who Sr.
Assunta was, thought it well to give her special permission
to go often to visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

A few days before she died, Sr. Assunta confided to the
Vicar General, Sr. Enrichetta Sorbone: “About eight years
ago, on the occasion of the solemn exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, for the adoration of the Forty Hours, I was in
our church in Mornese to adore Jesus. When the bell rang
calling us to carry out another duty, I got up from the
bench, and, while I was genuflecting, a beautiful Child
appeared to me in the holy Host. He was wearing a pink
robe, down to his bare feet; a light blue belt encircled his
waist; he had golden hair. With an amiable smile he invited

Sources:
Thomas Daily, O.S.F.S, Behold this Heart. St. Francis de Sales and
Devotion to the Sacred Heart, Sophia Institute Press, Manchester,
New Hampshire. 2020.

John A. Abruzzese, Francis de Sales and the Heart of Jesus,
http://hosted.desales.edu/files/salesian/library/Abruzzese-Heart.pdf

http://hosted.desales.edu/files/salesian/library/Abruzzese-Heart.pdf
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me to ask for graces. I don't know how to say what I felt at that
moment! I wanted to stay; but obedience called me elsewhere. I
left that dear Divine Child, but the violence I had to do to
myself was so great that, as soon as I left the church, I felt
suffocated by tears. I cried and burst into sobs. It was then …
that the Director Don Costamagna and Mother Mazzarello
strongly reproached me for the disturbance that my tears
brought to the Community. The pain, however, that I felt in
having had to deprive myself of the sight of that dear Child,
was superior to everything, and it was not in my power, even
then, to stop the tears and sobs .... "

Sr. Enrichetta Sorbone herself confirmed that she saw how this
pious Sister, in obeying, came out of the church walking
backwards, extending her arms and sending kisses towards the
altar.

A long year of painful illness did not make Sr. Assunta fail in
her fervor and piety. However, she stayed in bed very little;
rather she passed the last day of her life on her feet. During the
day, she devotedly went to confession, as if in preparation for
death. As evening fell, unable to stand up, she asked the nurse
to go into the stable to lie down on the straw. Permission was
not granted to her. She was ordered to her bed, where she
seemed to rest peacefully. She woke suddenly, after a few
hours, with a sense of suffocation. There was scarcely time to
call the infirmarian when she breathed her last in a copious
hemorrhage. The Superiors hastened to her bedside but, Sr.
Assunta had already rendered her beautiful soul to God.

Compiled by Sr. Judith Suprys, FMA. Primary sources of reference:
CENNI BIOGRAFICI DELLE FIGLIE DI MARIA AUSILIATRICE
defunte nel 20 decennio dell’Istituto, pgs 50-56.

Bl. Philip Rinaldi, SDB, near the end of his life
Photo courtesy of www.sdb.org

Bl. Philip Rinaldi:
Inspiration and Model, Pt. 3

BY FR. JOHN PUNTINO, SDB
April 24, 2022 marked the 100th Anniversary of the election of

Blessed Philip Rinaldi as Third Successor of Don Bosco.

Last Years
The event that gave Fr. Rinaldi the greatest joy as Rector
Major was the long-desired beatification of Don Bosco on
June 2, 1929. It meant that the Church officially recognized
that Don Bosco is in heaven. He lived on earth a heroic life
of Christian virtue and is now a guaranteed model of
Salesian holiness.

Soon after the beatification, however, dark clouds began to
form in the world, in the Salesian family and in the life of
Fr. Rinaldi. The stock market crash of 1929 plunged the
world into The Great Depression, making the continuation
and expansion of the Salesian mission all the more difficult.
In 1930 Communist pirates in China martyred Bishop Louis
Versiglia and Fr. Callistus Caravario, now canonized saints.
In 1931, political unrest in Spain portended the coming
Spanish revolution (1936-1939) that would see the
martyrdom of 95 Salesian Cooperators, sisters, brothers
and priests. Fr. Rinaldi did not live to see the tragedy of the
Spanish revolution because his health became increasingly
more precarious. He died on December 5, 1931.

Beatification
When Fr. Rinaldi died, no one thought of introducing his
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The Rector Major and Mother General
Photo by the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA)

cause for canonization. His humility, bontà and fatherliness hid
the depth of his union with Our Lord and his heroic Christian
living. His spiritual directees and his closest collaborators
simply spoke highly of his life and virtues, and thanked Our
Lord for the gift of this beloved successor of St. John Bosco.

Then, in 1945, a miracle through his intercession took place. Sr.
Carla De Noni, a Sister of the Missionaries of the Passion of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, experienced a miraculous cure from facial
wounds suffered when allied planes strafed the train in which
she was traveling.

Within two years the Salesians introduced the cause for
canonization. The long and delicate process lasted until Pope
St. John Paul II beatified Fr. Rinaldi on April 29, 1990. Sr. Carla
was present for the beatification, along with Fr. Peter Rinaldi,
grandnephew of Blessed Philip Rinaldi and a member of the
New Rochelle Province; Sr. Mary Rinaldi, FMA, the grandniece
of Blessed Rinaldi; and many members of his family from the
USA. All that remains is a miracle through his intercession for
Fr. Rinaldi to be canonized a saint.

Conclusion
One hundred years ago Fr. Rinaldi assumed the leadership of
the Salesian Family. He brought with him years of personal
formation in Salesian holiness, a wide variety of apostolic
experiences and initiatives, and a warm, approachable quality
in offering spiritual guidance. He made courageous yet prudent
responses to changes taking place in culture and society, while
calling us to fidelity to the spirit and Salesian traditions that
find their origins in St. John Bosco. Most notably he, like Don
Bosco, accompanied the young and those ministering to young
people with an attractive, affirming fatherliness.

distinguished relics (first degree), the whole body or a
significant representative part of a Saint or Blessed;
non-distinguished or representative relics (second
degree), objects that belonged to the Saints or that have
been in contact with them. Already in the New

Christians, Sr. Chiara Cazzuola, with the Vicar General, Sr.
María del Rosario García Ribas, visited the Rector Major of
the Salesians of Don Bosco, Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, at
the SDB HQ at Sacred Heart of Jesus in Rome. In the family
encounter, Mother Chiara, in addition to offering her best
wishes for the upcoming Easter in the name of all the FMA,
in response to a specific request from the Successor of Don
Bosco, Father and Center of unity of the Salesian Family,
gave Fr. Ángel various representative relics (second degree)
of the FMA. These are objects that belonged to some Sisters
on the path to the honors of the altar, which will serve to
embellish with the contribution of women, the Salesian
Holiness sector of "Don Bosco House Museum" in Turin,
Valdocco.

In the text The Causes of the Saints. Resource for the Studium of
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, specifically in
Chapter II dedicated to the cult of relics, there are
important elements that help to understand the value of the
significant gesture that took place in a conversation
between the Rector Major and Mother Chiara.

The term relic literally means ‘fragment’ and refers to the
human body or a part of it; in a broad sense, it is also used
to indicate objects owned by a deceased person. In a purely
religious sense, the relics are divided into:FMA Mother General Donates Relics 

for Don Bosco House Museum 
to Rector Major

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON WWW.INFOANS.ORG,
04/14/2022

(ANS – Rome) – On April 10, 2022, Palm Sunday, the Mother
General of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of

https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/15139-rmg-fma-mother-general-donates-relics-for-don-bosco-house-museum-to-rector-major
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Finally, there are also third-degree relics that correspond to
any object that has come into contact with distinguished
relics.

the glasses, the prayer book “Little office of the Blessed
Virgin Mary” of the Venerable Mother Laura Meozzi (1873-
1951);
a handkerchief and a handwritten note from the Servant of
God Mother Rosetta Marchese (1922-1984);
the nightgown, a sheet music book, and a book on
cosmology in French of Venerable Sr. Teresa Valsé
Pantellini (1878-1907);
two rosaries, three medals, and a handkerchief of Blessed
Maddalena Morano (1847-1908);
a harmonica and a handwritten notebook of Blessed Maria
Romero (1902 – 1977) with transcriptions of poems by
various authors; and
a forceps used in assisting the sick and a Rosary of Blessed
Maria Troncatti (1883 – 1969).

       Testament, we can see the conditions for the cult of 
       representative relics: believers who touched the clothes that 
       belonged to St. Paul (cf. Acts 19:11) were healed (Cf. The 
       Causes of Saints. Resource for the Studium, edited by Vincenzo 
       Criscuolo, Carmelo Pellegrino, Robert J. Sarno, Vatican City, 
       Vatican Publishing House, 2018, 227-230).

The Second Vatican Council, in the constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, at n. 111, clarifies the genuine
and correct purpose of the devotion of relics: "The Church,
according to her tradition, venerates the saints and holds their
authentic relics and their images in honor. The feasts of the
saints, in fact, proclaim the wonders of Christ in His servants
and offer the faithful suitable examples to imitate."

The veneration of the relics has the purpose of giving Glory to
God, magnifying and praising the goodness of the Lord
manifested in that creature, and imitating the Saint in the
willingness to correspond to the superabundant gift of Grace.

The non-distinguished relics consigned to the Rector Major are:

The Rector Major, Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, warmly
thanked Mother Chiara Cazzuola for this gift, an eminently

The morning of Saturday, May 21, dawned bright, but very
hot and sticky. After four months of meetings,
communicating, planning, and preparing, the long-
expected day had finally arrived! Our team, made up of
young adults, older folk, lay, consecrated, married, and
single adults —every segment of Don Bosco’s Salesian
Family —had prepared an event that would welcome
Salesian Family members from the Northeast of every age
and calling. Undeterred by the heat and humidity, the team
gathered early at the Marian Shrine that morning to
assemble the materials necessary to host a day of worship,
family togetherness, formation, prayer, and fun for all. 

From the onset, this gathering was unlike previous "Marian
Day" celebrations for it began at noon and so was an
afternoon/evening experience. The Festival had been
scheduled in this way to foster family and young adult
experiences, games for the young ones among us, formal
and informal moments of prayer, as well as formative
moments based on the identity, charism, and mission of the
Salesian Family. 

Easter sign of the donation of these sisters on their way to
holiness, which enriches the whole Salesian Family.

Source: CGFMAnet.org

Celebrating  Mary Help of Christians
in Stony Point, NY

BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

https://www.cgfmanet.org/en/ifma-en/the-relics-of-the-fma-in-turin-valdocco/
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Salesian Family in the eastern USA celebrating Mary in Stony Point, NY
Photo by Marian Shrine

A major highlight of the day was a presentation by the students
of St. Anthony School in Hawthorne, NJ. These young people,
under the direction of Sr. Marisol Guzman, FMA, and Sr. Joyce
Bermejo, FMA, helped us celebrate the 150th Anniversary of
the founding of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians. The
young people lifted everyone’s spirits with lively dances, catchy
songs, simple humor, and an inspirational message. It was
moving to see the parents of our young "evangelizing
entertainers" beaming brightly at the sight of their daughters
and sons leading the assembly in giving honor and thanks to
God for calling St. Mary Mazzarello and Don Bosco to found the
Salesian Sisters 150 years ago in the little town of Mornese.

Certainly, the heat of the day increased interest in the water
slide and the water balloon games. Judging from the laughter
and squeals of delight from the games area, our young people
greatly enjoyed their time in the playground! It was also good
to see families and various Salesian Family groups gathering in
the grove for picnics and sharing a variety of ethnic foods with
their Salesian brothers and sisters.

The relaxed schedule made it possible for a large number of our
Salesian Family members to keep 5 confessors busy in English
and Spanish throughout the day. Don Bosco Chapel had a
constant flow of people stopping by for moments of prayer and
tranquility before the Blessed Sacrament. We are grateful to
God for bringing the call to holiness before the minds and
hearts of our members. The memorial video helped us
remember and pray for those in our Family who had passed

away this year and how they contributed to our lives and
holiness for so many years. For many of us, it was a
pleasant surprise to see the area reserved for the display of
Saints’ relics, many from within the Salesian Family but a
good number from the larger Church Universal. It is one
thing to hear of the Saints when their anniversary occurs or
to see them listed on a chart. It is completely another
feeling to see the earthly remains of an array of Saints,
accompanied by their picture and name, together in one
place!

The formative moments included a variety of events:
presentations and discussions on family life and marriage;
on St. Mary Mazzarello; on soon-to-be Saint, Br. Artemides
Zatti, SDB; on young adults in the Catholic faith; and on
evangelization. There was even a nature walk to explore
and enjoy God’s gifts of Creation prepared and led by Fr.
Jim Mulloy, SDB —a Laudato Si’ moment!

As evening drew near, our Family joined together to recite
the Rosary for Peace and cheer with delight to see Mary, the
Queen of Peace and Help of Christians crowned by two
FMA Novices with the help of the local Fire Department.
The day honoring Mary found its appropriate conclusion in
Holy Mass at the outdoor altar. Fr. Provincial Tim Zak,
SDB, led the assembly in reflecting on and celebrating the
presence of Mary Help of Christians in our lives and in that
of the FMA Institute as he proclaimed Mary’s deep
empathy and assistance to families in great need, as seen in
the Gospel of the Wedding of Cana. Thus, our day ended
with the reminder for our lives from Mary’s own words:
"Do whatever He tells you." This took concrete form in the
life of one of our Family members when Mrs. Julia Dillon of
the St. Dominic Savio Center in Ramsey, NJ, made her life-
long Promise as a Salesian Cooperator following Fr. Tim’s
homily. 

The planning team was pleased to see their months of
dedicated work come together for the sake of the many
Salesian Family members who took part in this joyous
occasion. Over 300 participants for the opening swelled by
the end of the day to over 500 for the rosary, crowning,
closing Liturgy, and the imparting of the Blessing of Mary
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Help of Christians. And although our young adult volunteers
and Salesian young men and women in formation had to
scratch the idea of a bonfire in 90+ weather but capped their
day with socializing over ice cream! All-in-all, it was a
typically Salesian day and way to celebrate our Faith with our
Family and Friends —both here on earth and in Heaven above!

Gathering for Salesian Family Day
 in Montréal, QC

(Montréal, QC – May 16) – On Saturday, May 14, members
of the Salesian Family from eastern Canada (Sherbrooke,
Montréal and Cornwall) gathered at the Don Bosco Youth
Leadership Centre (DBYLC) in Montréal for Salesian Family
Day. The main theme for reflection and sharing was the
150th anniversary of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians (FMA). Through videos, brief
presentations and interaction, the participants came to
know more about Mother Mazzarello and the founding of
the FMA. This was the first time since the beginning of the
pandemic that the members of the eastern Canadian
Salesian Family have been together in person. The day was
filled with joy, hope, and gratitude for the FMA and the
Salesian charism.

And please join with us in prayer as we prepare the Province-
wide, over three-day Festival for Memorial Day Weekend 2023.
Special events for middle and high school age children are
being planned for Thursday, May 25. A three-day gathering for
May 26-28 for families, couples, consecrated Religious, lay
members of the Salesian Family, and young adults will
celebrate our being a church in mission to, for, and with our
young people and their families. We will keep you posted in
future issues of Snippets as the plans unfold —but mark your
calendars today to participate in our Salesian Family Festival on
Memorial Day Weekend 2023!

Poster for Salesian Family Festival 2023
Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

Now to evaluate the day! We welcome your thoughts and suggestions
(just copy and paste the link in your email "to" bar):

contact@donboscosalesianportal.org

Celebrating 150 years of the FMA 
Photo by Pierre LeRocque, Salesian Cooperator 

BY FR. TIM ZAK, SDB, PROVINCIAL

New Cooperator Center 
in Florida

(Tampa, FL – May 9) – On Friday, May 6, the Feast of St.
Dominic Savio, the Salesian Cooperator Provincial Council
had a full day meeting in person. In the evening, the
Salesian Cooperators Provincial Council, with Fr. Tim Zak,
celebrated Mass and established the new center of
Cooperators at the Don Bosco Children’s Home. The new
center began with the approval of Bishop Parkes and the

mailto:contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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full support of Fr. Timothy Cummings and Fr. Claudius
Mganga, the priests at Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Inverness,
who both concelebrated the Mass. Fr. Tim Zak read the
certificate of establishment signed by Nick Magrogan, the
Salesian Cooperator provincial coordinator. At the same
celebration, after more than two years of formation, seven
people made their Cooperator promise. They have been guided
by Pat Sobel, a Cooperator of the Tampa center and a member
of the Cooperator provincial council. Pat and her husband
Chuck welcome children in foster care at the new center. After
the Mass, there was a short procession and crowning of the
image of the Blessed Mother. The celebrations continued with a
festive buffet.

Salesian Family Opportunities

On Saturday, May 28, Deacon Ky Nguyen, SDB, and Br.
Branden Gordon, SDB, will be ordained to the priesthood

and the diaconate at Our Lady of the Valley Church in
Orange, NJ. The ceremony will begin at 10:00 am EST.

Salesian Family celebrates new Cooperator center opening
Photo by Elizabeth Wlodzimierski, Salesian Cooperator 

(from left to right) Br. Branden Gordon, SDB; Dcn. Ky Nguyen, SDB; Fr. Provincial Tim Zak, SDB;
and Br. Joshua Sciullo, SDB 

Photo by Vicky Weekley

SDB Ordinations

Br. Joshua Sciullo, SDB, will be ordained to the diaconate on
Saturday, June 12 in Jerusalem. 

 
Let's pray for Deacon Ky, Br. Branden, and Br. Joshua as they

prepare for the next steps on their journeys 
to the Salesian priesthood!

Visit Our Lady of the Valley Church's Facebook page Saturday
morning to tune in and watch Deacon Ky's and 

Br. Branden's ordinations.
 

On Sunday, May 29, there will be a Mass of Thanksgiving
with the newly ordained Fr. Ky Nguyen, SDB, at Our Lady

of Czestochowa in South Plainfield, NJ, at 1:00 pm EST.

On Saturday, May 7, Salesian Cooperators and Delegates from
the Tampa area, along with members of the Cooperator
provincial council, gathered at Mary Help of Christians Center,
Tampa for a formation day. The day included Mass and
confessions, a presentation on St. Mary Mazzarello as part of
the year long celebration of the 150th anniversary of the
founding of the Salesian Sisters, brief presentations by some of
the members of the provincial council, and Lectio Divina.
Everyone appreciated the opportunity to meet in person and
renew friendships. As the Cooperators returned home, they
look forward to the various celebrations of Mary Help of
Christians in their local centers.

https://www.facebook.com/olvsalesianchurch


Let Us Do All Things 
Through Love

Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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"Be slow to pass judgment."
- St. John Bosco

Ad for the next Living the Joys of Love and Family Series 
Designed by Megan (Fraino) Rodriguez, Salesian Cooperator

Living the Joys of Love in Marriage
and Family Series

Click here or on the image to the left to attend 
the next session on Sunday, June 5.

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, 
ora pro nobis!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86092894974
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86092894974
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg

