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human heart is very capable of great and
beautiful things. Let me share them with
you.
The former took place on the night of
January 29, 2021, in Valdocco, in the
Basilica of Mary Help of Christians, where
I sat in the pews among the people and
participated in the prayer vigils leading up
to the Solemnity of our beloved Saint and
Father of the Salesian Family. Four young
people who had participated in the
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That Human Heart So Capable
of Very Great Things
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB
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by the decision and courage of their mother to live the Gospel as she believes we need to live it today: in a concrete way, a faith
that has faces and names. The second testimony was that of a young woman entrepreneur who decided to tutor a Senegalese
child to help him as he makes his way, grows, works at his education, and prepares himself for life. I was strongly impressed
by her because she showed the Gospel come alive and without “artificial sweetness”. Her witness also means that even today
we can live like this. Without a doubt so many of you do live like this, each one in his own way, simply and concretely.
One of those “rare messages”
When it comes to speaking of the “concrete”, I want to offer you another testimony that confirms what is deeply engraved in
my heart. I have said this more than once: in a world like ours, which is undoubtedly very complex and which is beset by so
many dark powers and realities, we must make known the good that is done. Don Bosco did this daily and I shall do so here.
Just a few days ago, I received one of those rare messages that bring with them no complaints and do not speak ill of anyone
(certainly, you know that complaints are frequent everywhere). Quite the contrary, this message bore the testimony of a young
woman who has lived for years in a Salesian environment and which has left its mark on her life for the better. In reading
her message, my heart swelled. I told myself that I had to share it with you so you too would hear something good that touches
the heart and not does not cause it pain.
This is what the young woman said: "Dear Father Ángel: since I found a way to write to you, I have greatly desired to share
some things with you. Here, where I live, the Salesians are tremendous: they protect us in grief, shelter the lonely, always
find time to listen, and exhort us to believe, to trust, and to hope against all hope. They soothe our souls in bitter moments and
celebrate our joys as if they were their own. Trust me, Father, I'm not making up stories. My whole life has been “lit up” by the
Salesian charism, first, in a small city (where the first Salesian house in the Americas was opened) and now, for these past few
years in Rosario, a big and beautiful city. Here, in the House of San José, I work in the school and participate in the parish
activities. I have experienced firsthand what I will now share. Our Director, Fr. X, knows each student by name. He knows how
to accompany each one in painful moments. Many of our children’s lives are marked by stories of dolorous and difficult
realities: one has leukemia, some have parents who have died, others live in the midst of domestic violence and many other
misfortunes. He knows each of them and embraces them with his heart and his words. Another Salesian brings the Church
alive at each Mass. Then there is Don X who, although elderly, mingles among the children, entertaining them with stories of
“the old days”. In another Salesian house, with Fr. X, we search tirelessly for the best method to teach the first graders to begin
to read and write. There are so many names I could mention.”
On Saturday, I traveled over 900 miles just to see Padre X, who resides in the Zatti retirement home. I went to see him just to
remind him how much he is loved, to give back a little for all his labors for us, and to have lunch with him. Moved deeply by
this, he understood that everything had been worth it. So much life put at the service of others!
“Salesian” is synonymous with “living for others.” This is how we know our Salesians here. Thus they are. Thus they live. “We
are in the world for others,” Fr. X constantly repeats to us, paraphrasing Don Bosco. Yes! That is why there is something
special in the air, something invisible in the atmosphere, of our school playgrounds. It all has to do with joy, with hope, and
with holiness.
Happy Feast of Don Bosco, dear Rector Major. I pray for you and in you for every Salesian who makes us feel that Don Bosco is
alive, that he always was and that he continues to be. Happy Feast of Don Bosco and blessings for all.”
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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There you have this precious testimony full of zest and life. I am keeping her identity anonymous so as not to make her blush
but there may be people who think I am making “publicity” when they read this. You know, my friends, that I am not. Why
should I not speak, why should I keep silent about life-giving news that tells the truth of those who experience deep in
their hearts what they have written to us? In all simplicity, I am saying that the boys at Valdocco knew this same reality
because Don Bosco was alive among them. How happy it makes me to know that many of our Houses today have that same
“Valdocco flavor”!
I wish you all well! May your hearts also swell and be open to Hope.

Introduction to Snippets Segments for 2021
For Salesian Family Snippets, 2021 is a year filled with hope. In many ways, it is like the dawning of a
new day! For a people who spent the better part of last year closed in their homes without much
interaction and movement, this year invites us to an array of celebrations, memorials, and
charismatic themes to enlighten our lives and renew our spirits. Salesian Family Snippets will offer
reflections and resources on each of these celebrations and themes throughout the year.

In, With, and
For the Church

Experience a Year with St. Joseph, Courtesy of Relevant
Radio
Relevant Radio is currently offering a chance to experience a year of St. Joseph. When
you experience the Year of St. Joseph with Relevant Radio you'll receive a free Living
the Year of St. Joseph booklet, access to the station's "19 on the 19th" speaker series about
St. Joseph, weekly Mass devotions to St. Joseph, and more! Don't miss out on the grace
and wisdom that this special year has to offer.
Sign up online to enter to experience a year with St. Joseph!

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Bishop Emeritus Publishes Scriptural Novena to St. Joseph
The Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli, S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D., Bishop Emeritus of Paterson, NJ,
has published a Scriptural Novena in Honor of St. Joseph. Along with the novena prayers,
the bishop offers biblical reflections on St. Joseph for each day. Each reflection draws
on Sacred Scripture, history and the Church's Tradition to provide a solid basis for
devotion to St. Joseph. This Scriptural Novena can be easily used in private and public
devotions.
Written with deep devotion and respect for Jesus' earthly father, these nine biblical
reflections and prayers will help you to grow in your knowledge and love of St. Joseph.
You, your family, and the Church across the world will be blessed by praying to the
holy, humble, just, and trustworthy St. Joseph. He has the power to assist and protect
us as he did most perfectly for Mary and their Son.
Click here to view the price and order a copy today, or visit
www.catholicbookpublishing.com.
Photo credit: www.catholicbookpublishing.com

Don Albera on St. Joseph
I have in my heart one more final recommendations to make to you. Last July
(1920), the Holy Father Benedict XV promulgated his Motu proprio, Bonum Sane, in
which he prescribed that the entire Catholic episcopate should pronounce a
solemn jubilee feast in honor of our great patriarch St. Joseph within the year,
beginning on December 8, 1920. This is to mark the 50th anniversary of the
angelic Pius IX’s solemn declaration of St. Joseph as the Patron of the universal
Church.
To all of us who nurture a tender devotion to this great saint whom Don Bosco
wanted as one of the heavenly protectors of our Pious Society, this solemn
anniversary most certainly has to be very pleasing. Through it, we can personally
attest to the Holy Patriarch our perennial gratitude for the heavenly protection
that he has accorded our Congregation, we can renew ourselves in a very fervent
devotion to him, and we can correspond the best we are able to the wishes of the
Holy Father. Let it also be our task to celebrate this month consecrated to him

Photo credit: Public domain

with great fervor; above all, by honoring him with a constant imitation of his characteristic virtues, of his lively and
unshakable faith, of a love for God that moved him to the point of sacrifice, of his profound humility, and of his total
detachment from the things of this earth and from his own comfort. Let us, through our example, draw our dear youth also to
imitate him.
From The Acts of the Superior Chapter by the Rector Major Don Paolo Albera, February 10, 1921

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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«The Christian proclamation on the family is good news indeed». Amoris Laetitia, no. 1

The Year of Amoris Laetitia
March 19, 2021 - June 26, 2022
On March 19, Pope Francis will inaugurate the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family.” It will be over a year of spiritual, pastoral, and
cultural initiatives for the accompaniment of families in light of the challenges of our time. On March 19, 2021, the Church will
celebrate five years since the publication of the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, "On the Beauty and Joy of Love in the
Family.” On the same day, Pope Francis will inaugurate the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” which will conclude on June
26, 2022 on the occasion of the 10th World Meeting of Families in Rome with the Holy Father.
The Project
The Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” is an initiative of Pope Francis, which aims to reach every family around the world
through several spiritual, pastoral and cultural proposals that can be implemented within Parishes, Dioceses, universities,
ecclesial movements and family associations.
The pandemic experience has highlighted the central role of the family as the domestic Church and the importance of
community ties between families. Such ties make the Church an authentic “family of families” (AL 87).
The family deserves a year of celebrations, so that it can be placed at the center of commitment and care from every pastoral
and ecclesial reality.
The Goals
1. Share the content of the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia more widely, to let “people experience the Gospel of the
family as a joy that fills hearts and lives” (AL 200). A family that discovers and experiences both the joy of having a gift,
and of being a gift for the Church and society, “can become a light in the darkness of the world” (AL 66). And the world
today certainly needs this light!
2. Proclaim that the sacrament of marriage is a gift and contains in itself a transforming power of human love. For this
purpose, pastors and families must journey together with a sense of co-responsibility and pastoral complementarity
between the different vocations in the Church (cf. AL 203).

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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3. Enable families to become active agents of the family apostolate. To this end, “an effort at evangelization and
catechesis inside the family” (AL 200) is required, since a family of disciples turns into a missionary family.
4. Make young people aware of the importance of formation in the truth of love and in the gift of self, with initiatives
dedicated to them.
5. Broaden the vision and scope of the family apostolate to embrace a cross-cutting approach, including married
couples, children, young people, the elderly and situations of family fragility.

Photo by Clotaire Folefack on Unsplash

Initiatives and resources
1. Forum: “Where are we with Amoris Laetitia? Strategies for implementing the apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis,” to be
held from June 9-12, 2021, gathering the heads of offices for family pastoral ministry from Bishops’ Conferences,
International Movements, and Family Associations.
2. 10 Videos Amoris Laetitia Project: the Holy Father will explain the chapters of the apostolic exhortation, along with
families who will give witness by sharing some aspects of their daily lives. Each month, a new video will be released to
enkindle pastoral interest in the family within Dioceses and Parishes around the world.
3. #IamChurch: a series of videos on the faith and ecclesial involvement of persons with disabilities.
4. “Walking with families”: 12 concrete pastoral proposals for journeying with families, inspired by Amoris Laetitia.
5. In view of the X World Meeting of Families in Rome in 2022, Dioceses and families around the world are invited to share
and explore in-depth the catechesis that will be provided by the Diocese of Rome and commit themselves to carrying out ad
hoc pastoral initiatives.
6. Celebrating a Grandparents and the Elderly Day.
Resources will be provided for family spirituality, pastoral formation and activity for marriage preparation, young people
education in affective maturity, on the holiness of married couples and families who live out the grace of the sacrament in their
daily lives.
International academic symposiums will be organized to achieve a thorough understanding of the contents and implications
of the apostolic exhortation in relation to highly topical issues that affect families around the world.
Amoris Laetitia Letter from the Dicasterium in Rome
Amoris Laetitia Family Brochure
Video by Cardinal Kevin Farrell, Prefect of the Dicastery
Amoris Laetitia in MULTIPLE LANGUAGES for downloading
Pope Francis’ announcement of the year
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Strenna 2021
Where Do I Find Hope?
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB
In the weeks after the Salesian Family Spirituality Days, the call of
Rector Major in Strenna 2021 beckons us to an immersion in the spirit
of hope rooted in Christian faith and Don Bosco’s charism. We are
invited to ask: “Where do I find hope in these times of pandemic?”
There is validity in that question, of course. However, we have to realize
that hope is not something we can find as we would a lost glove. Hope
is a theological virtue. It is God’s gift in Baptism. Together with faith
and love, hope is a vital part of our very existence. At times of peril, it
may be difficult to feel hopeful in the midst of great sadness, fear, loss,
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aloneness, and abandonment. Nevertheless, our faith in God moves us to believe that, in the midst of our suffering and pain,
hope will find us.
Our Holy Father recognized the roots of hope in his “Urbi et Orbi” homily on March 27, 2020. Alone in a rainy St. Peter’s
Square, hope found Pope Francis in the realization that “we are all in the same boat.” Instead of worrying about ourselves, we
have to row together and comfort each other in the presence of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
For many of us in the Salesian Family, hope made a startling appearance on October 12, 2019. Approximately 150 Salesian
Cooperators were gathered in Puebla, Mexico for a Regional Encounter. On the last afternoon, our assembly was silenced by
an intense storm. The sky became dark. A torrent of rain flooded the area. The peals of thunder and strikes of lightning
were violent and non-stop. After about 30 minutes, we ventured forth to see what damage the storm had caused.
Coming out of our meeting hall, we were amazed by the sight of a beautiful double rainbow! (See the accompanying photo I
took to memorialize that sight.) We were awed by the grace of that moment! The Lord and His Blessed Mother were signaling
that they were close to us in the midst of the storm. We took that double rainbow as a special sign of God’s blessing to us in the
Salesian Family.
That image has accompanied me throughout the 16 months since that blessed appearance. My sense is that the rainbow was an
indication of the Lord’s loving presence in our lives, not only in the storm just passed. Rather, it was a sign that the Lord and
His Blessed Mother would be with us throughout the pandemic storm that was just beginning to make its way across the
world. While none of us had realized it at the moment, a startling sign of God’s hope had found us.
Our experience of the past year has demonstrated the truth of that realization. We are all in the same boat. The Lord is with us
in the midst of the storm. We have to keep rowing, supporting, and comforting each other as signs of that hope.
Let us take in deeply the reflections of our Salesian Family members on their experience of living in hope during these times of
pandemic.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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How did Hope find us during the Salesian Family Spirituality Days?
We were struck by the light of the mirror in the Strenna video. The sun is always
shining and we as Salesians need to reflect the hope and joy. Despite the difficult time,
we have found hope in the virtual experience of this weekend. In the video, the mirror
and rays of hope connect us with the importance of the Eucharist and help us to do
what we can to bring hope to others.
Christ at the center of our lives gives us hope. We experience a living hope, like the
Resurrection, a hope we want to communicate, like the Good News. Christ renews all
things. We can do things with renewed energy, in new ways, reinvent the way we do
things, revive the passion of Don Bosco and the Da Mihi Animas; Cetera Tolle.
Hope, Faith and Charity all go together. See the situation with the eyes of faith. We are
in this together. Reach out to lonely people, bring Jesus to others. Common mission—
hope is created and happens in caring friendships with youth and Salesian Family
members and with the work we perform—the openness to new ideas for collaborating
and ministering with others.

Photo by Anuja Mary Tilj on Unsplash

Don’t let the limitations of the pandemic or society stop the mission. We have to persevere with creativity and initiative,
especially looking for opportunities to support in-person human contact. The young people need this after so much time
alone.
One of the challenges will be how to transmit our hope and our faith to the young who are coming of age in a time of illness,
unrest, and environmental crisis. Young adults might be encouraged that “we are in the same boat” and that we will be rowing
alongside of them.
The young people are signs of hope for us Salesians, even if sometimes they are overlooked by society. We are called not only
to be with youth in their walk and struggle, but to also to make a connection with young people by sharing our own
experiences.
In the face of so much chaos, anxiety, and depression, we can give encouragement to parents, and help them find renewed
hope. Parents need our help in creating healthier environments at home. Faith builds resilience. We realize that we are not
alone.
We need to do more for those that are abandoned, families in disarray. Seek out the poor and most at-risk young people and
families. Share the Gospel and hope of Christ with them.
It is important for us to intensify our prayer on the personal and faith community levels, with our families and Salesian
centers. Take the time to grow in friendship with Jesus. Use modern technology to join in prayer, maybe vespers together once
a week. Prayer is a school of hope.
“I have a family that loves me, the Salesian Family.”
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Visit the Salesian
Family Portal, and
complete the
registration form, now
available in English,
French, and
Spanish!

French

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Pilgrimage Information
Click on the final image
below to watch the video in
English and on one of the
two circles below to view it
in French and Spanish!

Spanish
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Our Family Alb

Sr. Diana Filipas, FMA
(SUO)
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www.parish.sspeterpaulsf.org/bulletin/

Sr. Sara Garcia, FMA
(SUO)

Photo credit:
www.theangelusfuneralhome.com

Sr. Guadalupe Gomez,
FMA (SUO)

Photo credit: Salesian Sisters West
Facebook

Sr. Yamile Saieh, FMA
(SEC)

Photo credit: www.vanderplaat.com

Fr. Robert Stein, SDB
(SUO)

Photo credit: Salesian Sisters West
Facebook

Click on each of the above photos to learn more about our beloved and recently deceased Family members.

"Be humble and patient, and the Lord Jesus will
give you the will and the means."
- Don Bosco

Maria Auxilium Christianorum,
ora pro nobis!

"The future is the Salesian Family."
- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA
Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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