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March 25: The Annunciation of the Lord
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What You Can Do to Help

Congratulations to New Salesian Cooperators!
Journey with St. Francis de Sales this Lent!
Virtual Pilgrimage to Mornese

March 6: Amoris Laetitia Formation Session

March 13: Eastern USA Salesian Cooperators 
Provincial Council Meet

March 19: St. Joseph Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

March 2: Ash Wednesday Beginning of the Lenten Season

IMPORTANT DATES

Pray the Rosary Each Evening with the Salesian
Cooperators of Guatemala

Mornese Virtual Pilgrimage third stop

March 27: Mornese Virtual Pilgrimage fourth stop

Living the Words of St. Francis de Sales
Inner Peace and God's Will 05
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The Salesian Network of Casa Don Bosco Peru, December 2021
Photo by House of Ayacuch

Don Bosco Would Do the Same
Imagining my Salesian confrere being a friend, a brother, and a father to them, waiting until that very late
hour for the young man returning from work and offering him to join himself and two other educators for

dinner, truly touched my heart. Again, I said to myself: Don Bosco would do the same.
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

My good friends from the Salesian Bulletin and all friends of Don
Bosco's charism, I am writing to you from Quito, Ecuador, a
Salesian province that is distinguished for its mission among
the original Ashuar and Achuar peoples, as well as for its
educational outreach to the most disadvantaged young people
rescued from the streets. In a meeting with a Salesian from
Peru, I had the great joy of hearing about a work that
profoundly impresses the following thought upon my heart:
DON BOSCO WOULD HAVE DONE THE SAME.

The story of this new Salesian presence in Lima, Peru is what I
want to share with you. The house into which these young
people and families are received (and later you will see why I
also say families) is called Casa Don Bosco. Since 2018, four
years ago, they have welcomed young immigrants and refugees.
The work began with the reception of five boys, all still minors
who had arrived without papers from Venezuela, at the
Salesian house. They were living on the streets of Lima, trying
to survive. Then they received the invitation to go to Don

Bosco's House. As I listened to Father tell this story, I
thought, "This is the same path that Don Bosco took in
Valdocco at the beginning of the Oratory in the little
Pinardi house."

A different house, a different life
It was in this house that those boys began their "different
life" in Lima. Since then, more than 600 young people have
passed through that house until they were able to find a
stable situation. Currently, 47 live in the house; seven of
them are already young adults who have families or young
wives whom they have brought with them. The young
people make contact with Casa Don Bosco, which is
becoming more and more well-known, since they spread
the word among themselves. Those who wish to live there
share life with other young people, their educators, and the
Salesian who accompanies the project and follows up on
day-to-day life in the house. This Salesian also follows each
of the young people along the day until the last ones arrive
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home, who are oftentimes those who work in the hotel
industry. At the end of their workday, around 1:00 am, they
come to Don Bosco's House to get some rest. Imagining my
Salesian confrere being a friend, a brother, and a father to
them, waiting until that very late hour for the young man
returning from work and offering him to join himself and two
other educators for dinner, truly touched my heart. Again, I said
to myself: Don Bosco would do the same. 

They also help these boys prepare necessary documents,
receive psychological help from volunteer psychologists, and
some training. For those who are most suited to it, they are also
offered the possibility to start a job so they can earn an honest
living. These young people come from the most diverse
situations and have experienced the most varied forms of
violence. They are from all different religions or have no
religious affiliation at all. The only important thing is that they
are young people who need help. That is the only
documentation they need to present. Everything else will sort
itself out.

A motorcycle for the future
Some of them have found work in the following way: with the
help of Missioni Don Bosco of Turin and the Mission Office of
Bonn (Germany), 20 motorcycles were purchased and offered to
those young people who found work as delivery men. The
motorcycle is not just given to them. They borrow it, paying for
it little-by-little over time from their savings from their salary.
These payments then allow others to be purchased so that
newcomers may also find a job. I liked this creative response to
this emergency situation. 

I think that is a great way to get these young people away from
the dangers of drug addiction. Actually, many of them had
already been using some type of narcotic. Casa Don Bosco helps
them get away from it altogether. There is still something else
that I found precious. It turns out that several of these young
men left their young wives, sometimes with babies, in their
country. Fortunately, by taking advantage of the fact that the
house is large, seven of these young couples have their own
room where their families have been able to get together and
have a small home. Here the young couples share some
common space, such as the kitchen and dining room. They, too,

are accompanied by their educators and the Salesian
confrere who runs the project on behalf of the nearby
Salesian community to which he belongs. The important
thing is that the Casa Don Bosco for immigrants and
refugees from Magdalena del Mar in Lima is changing the
lives of many young people or very young married couples
for the better. Perhaps realities such as this one are not
always discussed in the news. Perhaps we "feed" daily on
terrible and hard-to-take news, but the good that is sown
every day also exists. It is that good that must be shared and
made known.

Thank you, dear friends, for also welcoming this good news
with big hearts. I remain convinced that Don Bosco would
be doing the same today.

I wish you all the best.
Don Angel

We have received news from the Salesians in Ukraine and
Poland. In response to the dire needs of our Salesian
confreres and those they serve, I ask that the annual gift to
the province be used for this purpose. You can send
contributions to Fr. Mike Conway at the Salesian Provincial
House in New Rochelle, NY. The mailing address is:

 Uniting for Ukraine
What You Can Do to Help
AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM
FR. TIM ZAK, SDB, PROVINCIAL
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The painting of St. Francis de Sales in the church Chiesa di San Filipo Neri (1937), Catania, Sicily, Italy
Photo courtesy of Catholic Digest

BY JULIA ST. CLAIR, 
PROVINCE COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Salesian Provincial House
148 East Main Street

P.O. Box 639
New Rochelle, NY 10802-0639

Kindly note that the intention of the contribution is for the
Salesians in Ukraine. Please share this attachment with
members of the Salesian Family, your colleagues, the young
and their families. It is inspiring to hear of the courage and
dedication of the Salesians in this desperate situation. It is
encouraging to know we are praying as a Salesian Family for
those in great need. You can also invite them to make
contributions to the province for this purpose.

United in prayer,
Fr. Tim

When Don Bosco established the Salesian Congregation, he
chose to call it the Order of St. Francis de Sales. Don Bosco had
first been introduced to the Gentleman Saint’s spirituality
through his spiritual director, St. Joseph Cafasso. It’s not hard
to see what attracted the then-young religious with a dream he
carried in his heart since boyhood to the central idea found in 

Inner  Peace and God's Will
Living the Words of St. Francis de Sales

St. Francis de Sales’ teachings—anyone can be holy.
Moreover, part of being holy is the realization that God
loves us and wants us to be at peace.

Peace was a notion that was hard to grasp in both St.
Francis de Sales’ and Don Bosco’s lifetimes. Religious wars
tore sixteenth and seventeenth century Europe apart, and
the Industrial Revolution and rise of nationalism would
destroy and merge long-held kingdoms throughout the
nineteenth century to birth new nations also disrupted life
and displaced many citizens throughout the 1800s. This
notion has sadly carried over into modern times, as the
quest for peace has been hit with roadblocks in many
aspects of society, especially during the time of pandemic.
St. Francis de Sales advised us to "Remain in peace; rid your
imagination of whatever troubles you." This can be hard to
grasp as both our internal and external worlds seem to go
down unknown paths. Many people struggle with anxiety
and depression, especially the young and most vulnerable
whom we serve. Additionally, as our Rector Major
mentioned in his letter for the month, we can “feed” on the
mostly negative news and devastating stories in media.

Yet that does not mean that peace is impossible—in fact,
it’s quite the opposite. Although it can be hard for us to
grasp in the moment, we are called by God to surrender to
and trust in Him while we are trapped in the cycle of
distress and turmoil. St. Francis de Sales understood this
well and wrote that we should "not lose [our] inner peace
for anything whatsoever, not even if [our] whole world
seems upset." God longs for His children, and He wants us
to be true to Him and to ourselves, who He made us to be.
That’s why St. Francis de Sales advised us not to lose our
inner peace, no matter what’s going on around us. If this
concept seems hard, fear not; it’s quite easy. One simple
way to put this notion into practice is to "unplug" (step
away from our computers and smartphones) for an hour
and say “God, I leave this in Your hands.” If something
happens, and you find yourself "triggered," that’s okay. St.
Francis de Sales implored, "If you find that you have
wandered away from the shelter of God, lead your heart
back to Him quietly and simply." So, if you fall into the
same fears and catch yourself, even if the moment has 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Communication-about-Ukraine.pdf
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passed, you can find your inner peace and turn back to God.
Take a moment and pause. Think of what’s on your mind and
what you can do, even if the situation is beyond your control.
Then, offer it up to the Lord. Just as you tried to do before, say
“God, I leave this in Your hands.” While you wait, do things that
make you happy. Even bring your phone or computer back up
and explore positive, heartwarming news, like the great work
that is done at Casa Don Bosco. God will have everything work
out, especially in unexpected ways that are better than we could
possibly imagine. Therein lies the beauty of God’s will and
when we can accept His Divine Guidance and Timing and be at
peace.

As Salesians, we are all called to be holy. Part of our holiness includes
maintaining our inner peace and trusting in the Lord with all our hearts.
As St. Francis de Sales counseled us, “Belong totally to God. Think of
Him and He will think of you.” Let us take our Patron’s words and think
of how our Founder applied them during his early years in Valdocco. We
pray to emulate them in all we do, maintain our inner peace, and always
trust in God and His Love.

Very First FMAs of Mornese: 
Sr. Teresa Pampuro

COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

Sr. Teresa Pampuro was born in Mornese (Alessandria) on
December 18, 1832, and died in Nizza Monferrato on February
23, 1908, after 36 years of religious life. She was one of the first
humble, solid foundational stones of the Institute of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians. She belonged to the
Pious Union of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate, directed by
the zeal of Don Pestarino. Alone, sickly, and already almost 30,
she welcomed young Petronilla into her home after her father’s
death. It was in Teresa’s home that Mary Mazzarello and
Petronilla began the small sewing workroom from which the

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians would develop ten
years later. In the various events of the two apostles, Teresa
always remained a sincere admirer, their faithful friend,
ready to help them in everything possible. Unfortunately,
at the beginning, her poor health did not allow her to join
them in doing good. Maria and Petronilla used to turn to
her in every situation as they would to a sister. Teresa, free
and rather wealthy, was often the instrument of Providence
for the two friends. She would bail them out of the most
difficult moments of their extreme poverty with her gifts of
potatoes, flour, or other materials.

In 1864, with the permission of Don Pestarino, she joined
Maria and Petronilla in their work. Humble, meek, and
eager only to do a little good in the small incipient
community, she took her place in the shadows, taking care
of the housework so that the others could have more time
for the work of sewing and for the girls, who increased in
number day-by-day.

When Mary Mazzarello had to temporarily return to the
house of the Valponasca, Teresa and Petronilla shared the
care and responsibility of the work room and the assistance
of the orphans. Teresa also contributed to the construction
of the Casa Immacolata with the proceeds from the sale of
her own goods. She was one of the first four "daughters"
who, in the midst of renunciations and sacrifices,
hostilities, and jokes, steadfast and serene, lived and
worked in the Casa Immacolata.

Sister praying the Rosary
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro
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Servant of God Akash Bashir
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Vatican Opens Cause 
to Beatify Akash Bashir

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON WWW.INFOANS.ORG,
01/27/2022

(ANS — Vatican) — On Monday, January 24, the feast day
of St. Francis de Sales, the news arrived that, on November
9, 2021, the Holy See granted authorization for the opening
of the Cause of Martyrdom of Akash Bashir (1994-2015), a
layperson and Salesian Past Pupil. 

On March 15, 2015, Akash Bashir, a Pakistani national,
sacrificed himself to prevent a suicide bomber from causing
a massacre at St. John's Church in Youhanabad, a Christian
neighborhood in Lahore, Pakistan. Akash Bashir was 20
years old, had studied at Don Bosco Technical Institute in
Lahore, and became a security volunteer. On that tragic
March 15, like every Sunday, he worked his shift. He was
specifically in charge of overseeing security at the entrance
to St. John's Church. While on duty, news came to him that
the Church of Christ, an Anglican church located 500
meters away, had been attacked by terrorists. Akash was
trying to secure the area in front of St. John's Church when
he saw a man running towards the building. This man, a
terrorist, was intent on committing another massacre.
Akash stood in front of him, trying to block him. The man
threatened him, claiming to have a bomb with him, but
Akash was not intimidated. He embraced the terrorist to

On August 5, 1872, dressed in the religious habit of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, she was among the 11
who bound themselves to God with the Holy Vows in the
presence of the saintly Founder Don Bosco. She was no longer
young, for she was now 40 years old; but anyone who had seen
her obey or carry out any practice desired by the Constitutions
would have said that the heart of the good Sister must have
always remained young in order to be able to bend to
submission with the docility of a girl and the enthusiasm of the
most fervent novice.

Due to her special prudence and the reverential feeling that she
always had shown towards ecclesiastics, she was immediately
assigned to the Salesian priests in charge of the sacred ministry
for the community. She diligently attended to their dining
room and wardrobe service. At times, she was tired and
suffering in health. Yet, having received an order or known a
simple desire, she ran promptly to fulfill it as if she no longer
felt ill, because she truly saw in every Salesian not only a
benefactor and a father, but also an alter Christus.

The mother house of Mornese moved to Nizza Monferrato in
1878-1879. She, too, left her native land and continued her
ordinary occupations for a decade. When she was no longer
able to carry out hard work because of health problems,
observant and virtuous as she was, she had the task of ensuring
that silence was maintained in that great house, especially in
the various areas where it is more particularly prescribed by
the regulations of the Institute. Sr. Teresa was faithful to her
mandate until her death; and almost all of the Sisters who lived
with remembered her as the angel of silence.

With a light step and a smile on her lips, holding a piece of
knitting in her hand or scrolling the beads of the Rosary, she
passed through the corridors, the passageways, the stairs,
hurrying to go where she heard a noise, a murmur, a slight
disturbance, uttering the characteristic and prolonged
"ssshhh...." 

Primary source of reference: CENNI BIOGRAFICI DELLE FIGLIE DI
MARIA AUSILIATRICE defunte nel triennio (1906-1908), pgs 117-128

https://www.infoans.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=14571:vatican-authorization-for-opening-the-cause-of-beatification-of-akash-bashir&Itemid=1680&lang=en
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(from left to right), Isabella (Rosina and Tony's daughter), Tony and Rosina Di Felice
Photo by Rosina Di Felice

The Foreverness and Beauty of Love:
Living the Joys of Love in Marriage 

and Family Series
BY ROSINA DI FELICE, SALESIAN COOPERATOR

prevent him from entering the church. The bomber blew
himself up, resulting in the death of Akash and two other
people. With his sacrifice, Akash saved the lives of over 100
people.

"The history of the Church is strongly marked by so many
women and men who, with their faith, with their charity and
with their lives, have been like beacons that have illuminated
and continue to illuminate so many generations through time,"
wrote the Rector Major, Fr Ángel Fernández Artime, in 2019.
For the Christians of Youhanabad, for the Church of God that is
in Pakistan and for the entire Salesian Family, Akash, with his
great faith, is exactly that: a beacon, an example to follow.
Many come to his tomb to pray and ask for his intercession.

His courageous act still inspires Pakistani Catholics in their
daily walk and motivates them not to be discouraged in front of
the many challenges and persecutions they still have to face.
The shining example of Akash Bashir, a Salesian alumnus,
continues to spread throughout the world. He embodied the
words of Jesus: "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends" (Jn. 15:13).

At a time when commitment and forever continue to decline,
the Holy Father reminds us that marriage is a precious sign and
image of God’s love for us. Ultimately, as humans, we know
that no love is perfect.

Love is a dynamic process.
Love progresses and improves over a couple’s lifetime.
Marriage lasts forever, which is why marriage requires
fidelity. Pope Francis’ advice to couples is to not be afraid,
whether in making a lifetime commitment or when faced
with challenges. 

Having recently attended a family wedding, while at the
reception, the MC asked couples who were married for
many years to stand up and share some advice or successful
tips to being married for a long time with the newly
married couple. With less than three months until our 30th
anniversary, my husband and I stood up, spoke into the
microphone, and revealed that our secret to foreverness is a
Christ-centered marriage where we put Jesus first. "If this
love is to overcome all trials and remain faithful in the face
of everything, it needs the gift of grace to strengthen it"
(Amoris Laetitia 124). For us this means bringing everything
in our marriage to God in prayer, praying for each other
and together. As we pledge daily to continue to love one
another unconditionally as God loves us, we need to do this
by being merciful and forgiving one another. We have a
rule to never go to bed angry with each other, as that would
separate us and possibly develop lingering bitterness. It
would also take us away from God. Taking the mercy and
forgiveness further, it is not enough that we apologize to
one another. We need to ask God for forgiveness and
reconcile with Him through the Sacrament of
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Pope Francis first announced the platform last year on May 24, the Feast of Mary Help of Christians
Designed by Julia St. Clair

With a Salesian Heart
Introduction to 

Laudato Si' Action Platform

BY FR. TIM ZAK, SDB, PROVINCIAL

When Don Bosco founded the Oratory in Turn, industrial
development was underway in Italy. He saw how the
relationship between the master craftsman and the
apprentice, as well as the physical and moral conditions of
the work environment, affected the well-being of the young
person. They were interconnected and interdependent. Don
Bosco knew that the socioeconomic changes of his time

Reconciliation as well. Once we forgive each other and God
forgives us, we are strengthened in our love for one another and
allow God’s graces to flow through us. This is why we make the
commitment to God and our family to go to confession together
once a month.

Marriage Protects Love
It is a serious commitment. Marriage goes beyond living
together and is a holy sacrament. Our love is based on God’s
love for us, and the foreverness is through God’s grace. Once
the honeymoon is over, the day-to-day reality of life sets in and
we navigate the ups and downs of work, finances, child rearing,
relationships with extended family and friends, and church and
volunteer commitments. We strive to protect that love with
some very good advice given by Pope Francis. We incorporate
three very important phrases every day: "Thank you," "I’m sorry,"
and "Please." These are key to respect and peace. It’s easy to get
caught up in the everyday stressors of life, which is why even
the simplest gesture such as a caress and a hug go a long way to
keep the love alive. 

Love Faces Challenges
It’s inevitable given we are not perfect, but are mere humans.
That means being patient and accepting each other’s
limitations and defects. Communication is key, and it goes
beyond sharing our feelings and desires with one another; it
involves listening to each other. While that may sound obvious,
we need to sharpen our listening skills, since, many times, we
listen to respond and not to comprehend. Good communication
is essential to building and maintaining trust and necessary to
support one another. Again, in these moments of challenges,
my husband and I often stop when we feel tense or frustrated
and turn to God together in prayer. We give thanks for the gift
of one another and ask for help to guide us if we are faced with
obstacles. Many arguments have been diffused by turning to
God and putting Him first and surrendering to His will.

Love needs to be protected
Its very easy in the day-to-day activities, pressures, and time
constraints to put spending time with our spouses at the
bottom of the priority list. With God at the center of our
marriage, we are reminded of the need to nurture our love for
each other with frequent acts of kindness and love. Texts, notes,

laughter, or small tokens of appreciation help to nurture
that love. It is also important we take time to do things
alone as a couple, such as date nights, going for walks, and
intimacy. During the 24/7 of togetherness that the
pandemic has imposed on many a couple, including my
husband and me, it’s also important to carve some time
away from each in order to appreciate one another more. 

With Christ at the center of our marriage, our marriage is
strengthened with the humility of serving our spouses
sacrificially and through God’s graces. Therein lies the
beauty of our love and the gift of foreverness. 
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would make the poor suffer the most. He could not remain
indifferent, and, having listened to the cry of the poor, took
action. In the Salesian archives, there are contracts,
handwritten by Don Bosco, delineating the rights of the
apprentice—no work on Sundays, 15 sick days a year, a just
wage (one lire a day paid weekly), no physical punishment,
monthly written reports—and his responsibilities—good
behavior, respect and obedience to the master craftsman. Don
Bosco committed himself to forming the apprentice in good
behavior. Don Bosco was not alone in responding to the crises
of his time, but one of many holy men and women whose lives
embodied Catholic social teaching in 19th century Turin, when
the Piedmont region underwent rapid industrial development,
including St. Joseph Cottolengo, St. Joseph Cafasso, Ven.
Marchesa di Barolo, St. Leonardo Murialdo, St. Luigi Guanella,
and St. Luigi Orione. The example of Don Bosco inspires us to
be attentive to the social crises of today, to listen to the cry of
the poor who still suffer the most, and to work collaboratively
toward greater compassion and justice. Don Bosco’s intuitions,
priorities and choices guide the Salesian Family as we consider
care for our common home and an integral human ecology.

Last year, on May 24, Pope Francis launched a seven-year
journey called the "Laudato Si' Action Platform." This followed
the Year of Laudato Si', 2020, which was the fifth anniversary of
Laudato Si', the second encyclical of Pope Francis, subtitled "on
care for our common home." True to Don Bosco’s methods and
choices, the Salesian Family today feels the need to be actively
involved in this extensive project. In fact, Salesian provinces
and groups of the Salesian Family have already developed long-
term plans and taken initiatives. Not surprising in Salesian
circles, it is often times the young people themselves who are
leading the way. Even before Salesian involvement in the
Laudato Si' Action Platform, Fr. Ángel Fernandez had already
identified care of our common home as a concrete way to be
upright citizens and good Christians (Strenna 2020). He
highlighted the educational proposals of an integral ecology,
the human and spiritual values, our duty as Salesians to
accompany the young in their commitment to care for our
common home, and the promotion of a just economy. We can
see the same intuitions and priorities of Don Bosco in writing a
contract between a master craftsman and apprentice being
presented to us today in the new context.

To help the Salesian Family in Canada and the USA become
better acquainted with the Laudato Si' Action Platform,
Salesian Family Snippets will feature a reflection on one of the
seven goals of the platform: response to the cry of the earth,
response to the cry of the poor, ecological economics,
sustainable lifestyles, ecological education, ecological
spirituality, and community empowerment each month for
the rest of 2022. Individuals and groups of the Salesian
Family are invited to incorporate these reflections into
their ongoing formation, resulting in their own active
participation in these common goals. Like Don Bosco, we
recognize how the education and evangelization of the
young and their families are interconnected to their
socioeconomic development, the healthy environment and
human interaction. Like Don Bosco, we work together with
many others, a journey that will involve communities and
individuals in different ways, discovering a new approach
about how we live in the world, and how we live the Gospel.

With a Salesian heart, Pope Francis has made a universal
appeal to participate in the Laudato Si' Action Platform.
With Salesian enthusiasm, we can work together to make a
difference. The Pope writes, "We have a great
responsibility, especially toward the future generations.
What kind of world do we want to leave for our children
and our young people? Our selfishness, our indifference
and our irresponsible lifestyles are threatening the future
of our children! God has given us a beautiful garden! We
cannot leave a desert to our children!"

White petaled tree in the daylight
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
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New Salesian Cooperators celebrate with Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB and the Port Chester community
Photo by Fr. Joe Vien, SDB

The Joy of Chaos
Encountering Youth During the Pandemic

BY MILAGROS "MILLY" BELTRÁN, 
SALESIAN COOPERATOR,

DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS MINISTRY | APPLE TEACHER, 
IMMACULATA - LA SALLE HIGH SCHOOL, MIAMI, FL

Throughout the course of the last two years, the entire world
has had to shift its perspective and attempt to make sense of
what was going on around us. We were sent home to quarantine
and await news on how to best care for ourselves, our families,
and, in turn, our external community near and far. We learned
that we are indeed a global village, one that craved to come
together to celebrate, mourn and pray while remaining hopeful.
 
Together, we redefined accompaniment and sought out
innovative ways to share joy and faith. As for me, I found
myself looking for any means necessary to remain genuine and
authentic, even while a mere rectangle on someone’s screen
because it was what was needed. Somedays, all cameras were
on and with students present, and, on other days, the ceilings
were our friends.

Not all innovation is tech related, and some of the most creative
learning moments came from what the young people were
sharing. Taking Don Bosco’s Oratory Model and intentionally
making a home, church, school, and playground on-screen had
its myriad of challenges. We rose to the occasion and invited
one another to our homes and made things work. 

We all had frustrations and worked on validating these
with great care and encouraged one another to "keep
swimming." Our shared tenacity paid off, and we were able
to return on campus, even if socially distanced. Welcoming
students to their home, church, school and playground was
both humbling and inspiring. 

This was not a return to "normal," but rather a moving
forward with lessons learned. The words that resonated in
my heart and mind were, "meet them where they are at,"
strive to make connections, build relationships and listen to
understand. This aided with calming our anxieties and fears
and making the "chaos" not as daunting. This was our
"reason, religion and loving kindness," a spirit that
reminded us that everything will "be alright." Our challenge
to remain "bold beacons of hope" that look toward the
future and what it promises to bring. 

Find your joy and share it; and remember, take it ONE.
DAY. AT. A. TIME. 

Milagros "Milly" Beltrán
Photo by Milagros "Milly" Beltrán

Salesian Family Opportunities
Congratulations to 

New Salesian Cooperators!
On Saturday, January 22, four new Salesian Cooperators
were inducted at St. John Bosco Parish in Port Chester, NY.
They are (pictured from left to right with Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB in
the center) Katrina Rukaj, Maria Hetzel, Emily Maldonado,
and Elizabeth Sigua.
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Pray the Rosary Each Evening 
with the Salesian Cooperators 

of Guatemala
The Salesian Cooperators of Guatemala invite you to join
them for the Rosary each evening Monday to Friday at 8:00
pm EST. Although it is in Spanish, anyone is welcome to
lead a decade in English.

Click here to pray together!
Meeting ID: 625 306 6876

Passcode: CMM

The SUE Province Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
based in New Rochelle, NY invites all members of the Salesian
Family to journey with St. Francis de Sales this Lent by
listening to Valdocco: A Salesian Family Podcast. The introductory
episode was released on Monday, February 28. Then, listen
every Wednesday of Lent as a different episode will be released.
Each episode will explore a different aspect of Salesian
Spirituality discussed in the book Live Today Well written by Fr.
Thomas F. Dailey, O.S.F.S. In these episodes, we will reflect on
different "shifts" (or changes) that can be simply incorporated
into one's daily routine to recognize God in the everyday. There
will also be a worksheet so that listeners can incorporate these
changes into their own Lenten journeys... and beyond!

Tune into new episodes throughout the Lenten season
Designed by Vicky Weekley

Journey with St. Francis de Sales 
this Lent!

You can find Valdocco: A Salesian Family Podcast on Apple Podcast,
Spotify, Podbean, Amazon Music, the Don Bosco 

Salesian Portal, and www.salesians.org.

BY AMY STOCKINGER, OFFICE SUPPORT
MANAGER,SUE PROVINCE OFFICES OF VOCATIONS

AND YOUTH MINISTRY, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 

Virtual Pilgrimage 
to Mornese

For more information, please contact 
Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA at fmasfdelegate@gmail.com.

Scan the QR code aboveto learn more 
Designed by Essales, a young animation group from Latin America

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/valdocco-a-salesian-family-podcast/id1593190690
https://open.spotify.com/show/4CWhHFy2GoRYALWqzwuzb3
https://valdocco.podbean.com/
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/7740c250-172b-485d-b224-b2e014266596/valdocco-a-salesian-family-podcast
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6253066876?pwd=dVZkVlgvQ2NqQXhkeXdzZWwwejJqQT09


Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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"Gentleness is the favorite virtue 
of Jesus Christ."

- St. John Bosco

Sr. Marie-Therese Labranche, FMA
Photo by Sr. Maria Colombo, FMA

See additional obituaries in French and Italian

Requiescant in Pace

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, 
ora pro nobis!

Regina D. Vecchiolla
Salesian Cooperator

Photo courtesy of Westmore News

Joan M. Fontanella
Salesian Cooperator and FMA Past Pupil 

Photo courtesy of Vander May Wayne 
Colonial Funeral Home

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SEC-Labranche-Profile-ENG.doc
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SEC-Labranche-Profile-FR.docx
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SEC-Labranche-Profile-IT.docx
https://www.lohud.com/obituaries/wjn166535
https://www.vandermay.com/obituarydetail.html#/21020
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/SEC-Labranche-Profile-ENG.doc
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg



