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That Day I Understood a Little Better What Don Bosco Must Have Felt

The day after the great solemnity of St. John Bosco was a very special morning. I had obtained the permits to
enter the Ferranti Aporti Penitentiary Institute for Minors (IPM) in Turin, at one time called the Generala.

THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ÁNGEL FERNÁNDEZ ARTIME, SDB

Yesterday, February 1, the day after the great solemnity of Saint
John Bosco, was a very special morning. I had obtained the
necessary permits to enter the Ferranti Aporti Penitentiary
Institute for Minors (IPM) in Turin, at one time called the
Generala. Those of us who know about the early years of the
young priest John Bosco know all that his visits to this prison in
the company of his spiritual teacher Fr. Cafasso meant. The
impact that such visits left on his soul was so great that he
promised the Lord that he’d do everything possible so that boys
would not end up in that place. This is how the Oratory and the
Preventive System were born.

I was in that very place with a group of young people. I stepped
into the gallery that looks just as it did in Don Bosco’s time,
unchanged and very well preserved. There is a large plaque on
one of the walls that commemorates his visits to the
imprisoned young men.

Fr. Silvano, a Salesian of Don Bosco and chaplain of the center,
had arranged for all the permits necessary and was waiting for

me. All the Salesian novices came too. Under the guidance
of the master of novices, this year they’re preparing for
their first religious profession as Salesians. This group of 18
young men go every week to meet with the young inmates
of the IPM to carry out an initiative they call "the
playground behind bars." All the "residents" are much
younger than the novices that Don Bosco keeps (I like to say
it that way!), and the vast majority don’t have close family.
Indeed, this is very similar to what Don Bosco experienced.

Also present were the teachers who accompany these young
people each day. When I arrived, several of them were in
the corridor and others in a room that is used for art
activities. I greeted each one personally. I greeted those
who came from the Arab and Muslim world with their
usual salutation "salam malecum" (though the correct
expression in Arabic is "As-Salaam alei-kum," Peace be with
you), to which they responded in Arabic, as is usual,
"malecum salam." I also greeted some Italians and other
young Europeans.



together for lunch (a slice of pizza) in a
larger room. We all headed there,
youngsters, teachers, novices, and the
Salesians who were with them. We
took several photographs because the
boys requested it (naturally for
"internal use," as souvenirs for them);
one of the young men gave me a sports
shirt that he’d screen-printed. He does
screen printing very well. I told him
that he’d have a future in that business
since it’s a field that is always
growing.

As soon as I said that, the young man
added without letting me finish: "I want
that. I need that because I’ve been in the
wrong place and with the wrong people."
I asked him whether he’d give me
permission to tell the chaplain that we
had to begin thinking about his future
and that of the others. He said, "Yes."
That’s what I did. We talked. They talked.
I realized how true are Don Bosco’s
words, that in the heart of every young
person there are always seeds of
goodness. That young man, and many
others I met, are totally "reclaimable" if
he gets a decent chance after making
mistakes. And I also understood better
than ever what Don Bosco could have felt
in his youthful and passionate heart
when he saw those young men locked up
in the Generala.

I greeted the young people again, one by
one. Our exchanges were very cordial.
Their faces were open, their smiles the
smiles of young people who’d been hit
hard by life, who’d done wrong at some
point, but still those of young people full
of life. I sensed in their teachers that they
had a great vocational understanding of
their job, which I liked.

At the end of the time agreed upon, I said
goodbye. Then someone approached me
and asked, "When are you coming back?"
I was moved. I smiled at him and told
him: "The next time you invite me, you’ll
have me here. Meanwhile, I’ll wait for
you, like Don Bosco, at Valdocco."

This was my experience yesterday.
Friends of the Salesian Bulletin, friends of
Don Bosco’s charism, just as in Don
Bosco’s day, it’s possible also today to

I told them about myself, my
background, and nationality. "I’m
Spanish; I was born in Galicia, the son of
a fisherman. I’ve studied theology and
philosophy, but I know much more
about fishing because my father taught
me. Forty-three years ago, I chose to
become a Salesian. I had wanted to be a
doctor, but then I understood that Don
Bosco was calling me to heal the souls of
the young."

I asked them about their nationalities.
Some told me, and I shared with them
what I knew about each one’s country
and when I’d visited there. I felt that
communication was possible. Prior to
our meeting, the three novices had put
on for them a skit taken from a scene of
Don Bosco’s life. Then they gave me the
floor. Following that, they gave the
young people the opportunity to ask me
three or four questions. That’s how it
went. They asked me who Don Bosco was
for me, why I was a Salesian, what my
personal experiences felt like, and why
I’d come to visit them.

Regarding this last question, I told them
I’d have liked it much more if, instead of
my having come to visit them, that they
would have been the ones who, under
different circumstances, would have
come yesterday afternoon to Don
Bosco’s feastday and would have
celebrated a beautiful gathering in the
playground and shared some pizza. I
told them that this time it hadn’t been
possible, but that nothing prevents it
from happening in the future.

Following this conversation, the
teachers invited us all to sit down

At one point, a young man asked
whether he could pose a question to
me that he didn’t want to ask in public.
I said yes, but at that point I was
interrupted several times. When I
looked for him, he was no longer
there. As soon as I was free I looked
around the room for him; I spotted
him, approached him, and asked him
whether I could answer his question.
We moved away a little distance from
the large group to make it clear that
they shouldn’t interrupt us, and I
spoke to him sincerely. His question
was: "What’s the use of being here?" I
told him: "I sincerely believe ‘for
nothing and for a lot’ because jail,
internment, can’t be a goal or
destination, but only a passageway."
But, I added, I think it will help you a
lot to make the decision that you don’t
want to return here, that you have
possibilities for a better future, that
after a few months here there is the
possibility of going to one of the
reception communities that we
Salesians have, for example in nearby
Casale.



reach the heart of every young person. Even in the midst of the
greatest difficulties, it’s possible for them to improve; it’s
possible for them to change their ways so as to live honestly.
Don Bosco knew this and he was committed to it for his entire
life. 

I send you my cordial greetings and best wishes.

Don Ángel

Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle all understood by politikos
(politics) all those activities and affairs of the polis, making
no distinction between personal and social life: man,
society, state, and morality were all bound into one. The
good of the one was the good of the other. Indeed, the social
group or "society" (Latin, socius—"friend" or "ally") is good
when the people, the "friends" or "allies" are good.

As the Romans became the masters of the western world,
the concept of the word "politics" took a shift away from the
person to the state. The civis (citizen) was meant to serve the
civitas (city/state). For them, the notion of politics came to
include the understanding of history, the methods of
governing, and the operations of government. Since then,
our secular western definition of "politics" has narrowed
down to "the art or science of government" according to
Merriam-Webster. This restricted, legalistic sense is most
definitely not the concept that Don Bosco would have
understood. His declaration that his politics are those of the
"Our Father" demonstrates clearly that his understanding
and living of "politics" aligns with the understanding
handed down to us from Aristotle through St. Thomas
Aquinas and depicted well in St. Augustine’s The City of God
(Civitas Dei).

According to Aristotle, "society," collective life, necessitates
a political mechanism of rule, regulations, and leadership
to "make and enforce rules for orderly behavior." Living in
and reasoning by the Light of Christ, St. Thomas Aquinas
built upon Aristotle’s understanding to illustrate the
transcendent nature of politics, society, and governance.
The model for earthly society is and must be that of the
heavenly society, with God the Father as the ruler. The
rulers of earthly kingdoms (states, governments, countries)
do what God does in the world—they govern it. But to what
end and upon what principle do they govern it and what
personal goal will lead to such good governance? To
Aquinas, it is quite clear: the attainment of perfection in
one’s personal life that provides easily for the attainment of
the common good. In perfecting myself, I help perfect
society.

This is not the "common good" of the totalitarian regime

The Politics of the "Our Father"

BY SR. DENISE SICKINGER, FMA

The Foundation of the Preventive System, 
which leads "us out of darkness 
and into His marvelous Light"

The mere mention of the words "politics" and "politicians"
today tend to make one cringe and want to steer clear of a
conversation in which these are the core topic. Perhaps this is
due to the fact that the images they evoke are ones of
divisiveness, violence, angry speech, and vicious defense of "my
rights." With certainty we can avow that the situation was no
different in Don Bosco’s world of the Risorgimento: the
unification of the Italian peninsula into one country and the
radical drive for secularization in all areas of life. So what can
we learn from Don Bosco’s statement that his politics "are those
of the 'Our Father'" and his classic avowal that he intended to
help his young people become "good Christians and upright
citizens?" A look back at the development of the concept of
"politics" is in order here for it will clarify how one can be—
indeed, must be—a good Christian and an upright citizen in the
midst of a culture that seeks to eradicate God, and all that has
to do with Him, from our very midst.

"Politics" derives from the Greek word polis (city) which is the
root of polites (citizen), obviously signaling a direct and tight
bond between the two. The Greek philosophers such as



which subjugates human beings to mere
cogs in the wheel of the state, making
them useful but dispensable elements in
maintaining the "greatest good," the
country. This is not the "common good"
of the democracy that decides what is
based upon a majority vote. (Indeed,
John Adams was rightfully wary of a
democratic government in a nation of
improperly educated, or uneducated,
individuals and the disaster to which
that could lead.) Nor is this the "common
good" of one sector of society as opposed
to another, pitting "my rights" against
another’s. No, this is the common good
of the one who perfects the state by
being "perfect as Your Heavenly Father
is perfect," living the "Our Father."

This, the prayer taught to us by Christ
Himself, delineates precisely what are to
be the concerns, the petitions, and the
desires of everyone. The understanding
is that God is our Father, the One Who
created us for the Son in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, and Who governs us with
Love, Mercy, and Justice. Our one truly
common good is that His Kingdom come;
that we seek to create on earth kingdoms
that mirror His. To achieve this, we must
seek to have His Will be done on earth as
it is in Heaven; give Him the worship
proper only to Him and put Him in first
place in our lives by living according to
His Commandments. Then we must treat
others as He has treated us, through
daily reception of His Bread, mutual
forgiveness as He has forgiven us, and
seeking to stay far from temptation
while eliciting His help to do so. In a
word, to seek the greatest common good
of all: the salvation of souls.

was to live Christ’s mission to bring us all
safely Home while creating the
conditions here that will give us a slight
foretaste of the beauty, peace, and joy
that will be complete on that day. This
system, of course, is the Preventive
System.

When understood in this Light, Don
Bosco’s statement becomes crystal
clear: the "common good" is that we all
arrive at Heaven’s shores and the gates
open wide before us. It is the role of
the upright citizen to bring here to
earth this presence of the Kingdom. It
is the task of each one of us to save our
own soul and help save that of others.
This is true love: seeking the true good
of the other. This is the stable
foundation of a society, the goal of
true governance, and the job of
everyone. It is to this Kingdom that
earthly rulers must look and strive to
attain. It is in the proper living of each
one that a nation becomes proper,
good, and at peace. All clouds of
confusion and darkness vanish in His
Light. It is the upright citizen that
lives by this Light.

Providentially for us, Don Bosco
"codified" his "system" to help his
young people (of whom we all are!)
become just such upright citizens,
because good Christians. His only aim

Updated advertisement for the Salesian Family Festival
Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

In living according to this system, in all
truth this Salesian spirituality, the
Preventive System of Reason, Religion,
and Loving-Kindness, we achieve the goal
of becoming a good Christian, and,
therefore, an upright citizen. This is a
spirituality that is for everyone: from the
youngest to the oldest. It takes the edge
off being a "political" person for it
hearkens back to the original Aristotelian
sense of politics filtered through Aquinas’
Christian lens illuminated by God’s grace.

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/salesian-family-festival-october-2023/


Salesian Family Festival Goal
The Preventive System is our precious treasure and heritage
from Don Bosco. It is time to share this great gift—this charism
—with parents, educators, families, and all who seek to
understand Salesian spirituality. Helping everyone incarnate
the Preventive System in one's daily life, friendships, family
life, relationship with God and with self, is precisely the
purpose of our Salesian Family Festival in October. We seek to
help all come "out of darkness and into His Marvelous Light" by
coming to know Don Bosco’s way and thus experience "the joy
of love." When taken comprehensively, the talks, resources,
Sacraments, prayer life, workshops, and persons available for
consultation all add up to helping us live the Preventive System
as families, as individuals, and as Salesian Family. Our Festival
will celebrate families as we seek to help all understand the
ideal of the family and marital life according to Church
teachings while understanding there is no perfect family,
perfect marriage, or perfect individual, treating all with loving
mercy and compassion. We will be joined by persons of other
Christian denominations and other Faiths to articulate the
Judeo-Christian heritage of the sanctity of life and the call to
live according to His Commandments in all that we think, say,
and do. We will listen to and learn from each other.

Interestingly enough, notice recently came out on Vatican
News about a new book, The Pastor, which compiles interviews
with Pope Francis on a number of themes. One of the most
prominent of these is on "politics" and the "common good."

Politics is one of the central themes of the book. "Yes, I engage

Miami Salesian Family members from several groups of the
Salesian Family—such as FMA Past Pupils, Salesian
Cooperators, ADMA, and Damas Salesianas—met remotely
on Saturday, January 14, for the third day of the Salesian
Family Spirituality Days (SFSDs). We united in an
atmosphere of great joy and fraternity under the central
theme, which was "Holiness and young people."

A Forward-Looking Gathering
Miami Salesian Family Unites for SFSDs

BY MIAMI SALESIAN FAMILY

Miami Salesian Family members at Immaculata-La Salle High School
 Photo courtesy of Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB

Updated advertisement for the Salesian Family Festival in Spanish
Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

in politics,"  the Pope replies, "because everyone must
engage in politics. And what is politics? A way of life for the
polis, for the city. What I do not do, nor should the Church
do, is party politics. But the Gospel has a political
dimension, which is to transform the social, even religious,
mentality of people so that it is directed to the common
good."

Would Don Bosco say we are "political" people? Yes, in the
manner that Pope Francis explained. Ours is the "politics of
the Our Father" and not the kind that makes us cringe.
There will be no political rallies, no outcry for this party or
that. Instead, our focus is just such a conversion to the
Gospel. We will grow through the religious and educational
events of the weekend, especially through the transforming
power of the Sacraments, to become the best person He has
created us to be and, in so doing, help to create here and
now that Civitas Dei according to the "da mihi animas; caetera
tolle."

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/fiesta-de-la-familia-salesiana-de-octubre-de-2023/


Join Valdocco: A Salesian Family Podcast this Lent as we reflect
on St. John Paul II’s Scriptural Way of the Cross. The first
episode of this series was released on Wednesday, February
15, and introduced the theme and format. Then, each
Wednesday of Lent, Fr. Steve DeMaio, SDB; Vicky Weekley;
and I will focus on discussing two stations in each episode.
These reflections will be theological, personal, and practical
based on a lectio divina of the Scripture passage associated
with each station. We’ll also provide practical action steps
for the week ahead. We hope you’ll join us in walking the
Way of the Cross.

Valdocco Walks the Way of the Cross
Reflect This Lent with Salesian Family 

BY AMY STOCKINGER, OFFICE SUPPORT MANAGER,
SUE PROVINCE OFFICES OF VOCATIONS 

AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Promotional image for this Lenten season of Valdocco
Designed by Vicky Weekley

Listen to Valdocco: A Salesian Family Podcast on Apple
Podcasts, Spotify, Podbean, and Amazon Music!

Margarita LacayoMargarita Lacayo , FMA Salesian Past Pupil, FMA Salesian Past Pupil

Ana Carolina ManzanoAna Carolina Manzano , FMA Salesian Past Pupil, FMA Salesian Past Pupil

Ana RománAna Román, Salesian Cooperator, Salesian Cooperator

Silvia PadillaSilvia Padilla , Salesian Cooperator, Salesian Cooperator

Ana Maribel MorazánAna Maribel Morazán, Salesian Cooperator, Salesian Cooperator

Cristina RodríguezCristina Rodríguez , Dama Salesiana, Dama Salesiana
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Diego GarcíaDiego García , Salesian Cooperator, Salesian Cooperator
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Maricarmen AcostaMaricarmen Acosta , President, ADMA, President, ADMA

The meeting took place at Immaculata-La Salle High School.
The group opened with a prayer and a song to our Queen, the
Help of Christians. There was also the presence of Mrs. Luz
Marina Restrepo Robledo, Honorable Federal President of the
FMA Past Pupils of Colombia. As she passed through the City of
the Sun (Miami), she wanted to greet us and accompany us as a
member of our great Salesian Family.

The following dozen members of the Miami Salesian Family
gathered in-person for this meeting:

Likewise, and with deep joy, we all celebrate the mention that
the moderators of such a magnificent day in Turin made of our
greeting and presence. Immediately afterward, we proceeded to
answer the two questions that the Rector Major had left us the
day before. We concluded that the quality that most identifies
us as Salesians is our love for the young, especially the poorest
and most vulnerable. The three attitudes we should practice the
most are joy, doing our duty, and doing good to others. Our
meeting ended with a prayer to Don Bosco. Next, we invited
everyone to attend the Eucharist in the Sanctuary of the Ermita
de La Virgen de la Caridad, where we gave thanks to the
Almighty and to the Virgin Help of Christians for this
magnificent opportunity for Salesian formation. May we, like
Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello, be the leaven of love in
service to the smallest, poorest, and most needy.

https://mcusercontent.com/187f54cc4d434294c774bd3ca/files/92293201-6a37-3daf-98d1-ae9a2ade99e2/Scriptural_Way_of_the_Cross.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/valdocco-a-salesian-family-podcast/id1593190690
https://open.spotify.com/show/4CWhHFy2GoRYALWqzwuzb3
https://valdocco.podbean.com/
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/7740c250-172b-485d-b224-b2e014266596/valdocco-a-salesian-family-podcast


Columbus College at Hawthorne, circa 1909, a few years before the arrival of Br. Squassoni
Photo courtesy of Salesian Provincial Archive

Salesian Pioneers in North America
Fr. Marcellino Scagliola, SDB, and Br. Faustino Squassoni, SDB

BY FR. MIKE MENDL, SDB

This is the third in a series on the Salesian pioneers in the United States,
particularly in the province of Canada and the Eastern U.S., in view of
the province’s 125th anniversary in 2023.

Young Fr. Ernest Coppo was the leader and the heroic figure of
the founding of Salesian work in New York. He was
accompanied in 1898 by two humble, hardworking pioneers,
veteran missionary Fr. Marcellino Scagliola and newly
professed Br. Faustino Squassoni.

Fr. Scagliola was from Calosso in the Italian province of
Alessandria, diocese of Asti, born there on September 16, 1843.
He came to the Oratory in 1869 and was admitted to the
novitiate in October 1873. He made his perpetual profession at
Lanzo in 1879. According to his obituary letter (written by the
Mexican provincial, Fr. Luis Pedemonte), he was "one of the
many unsung missionaries sent by Don Bosco to South America
in the missionary expedition of 1876." He was ordained a priest
at Buenos Aires on January 27, 1878, and he worked in that city,
Rosario, the Falkland Islands (where, presumably, he learned
English), and Spain before being sent to New York in the

autumn of 1898. Frs. Scagliola and Coppo labored tirelessly
for the Italian immigrants in New York. In June 1900, Abp.
Michael Corrigan testified to Fr. Rua that "the two Salesian
priests who are in New York are most satisfactory and are
doing much good for souls."

Fr. Marcellino was among the first Salesians to minister at
Transfiguration Parish, from May to August 1902. He asked
to return to Italy that year, apparently on account of family
matters. Fr. Rua left it to the new provincial, Fr. Michael
Borghino, to finalize the permission. Fr. Rua expected no
difficulty, told Scagliola to pack, and wished him buon
viaggio (Rua to Coppo and Scagliola, July 15, 1902). He sailed
in August without the house chronicle mentioning his
departure, although the province’s personnel ledger notes
it. By September 21, he had seen Fr. Rua and informed him
of affairs in New York (Rua to Coppo, Sept. 21, 1902).

After two years at the Salesian house in Canelli
(Alessandria province), serving as confessor, he returned to
the Americas in 1904, this time to Mexico. He spent the rest



of his life in the quiet but vital post of the confessional, first at
Mexico City (1904-1922) and then at Guadalajara (1922-1931).

A man of sanguine temperament and robust health, he labored
indefatigably and was much sought as a confessor. He died at
Guadalajara on May 24, 1931, at age 87. A multitude of
mourners came to his funeral.

Br. Faustino Squassoni was born on July 21, 1871, at Borgo
Trento in the Italian province of Brescia. He worked as a shop
clerk before entering the Salesian house at Trecate in October
1895. He made his novitiate at Ivrea in 1897-1898 and professed
perpetual vows at Valdocco on October 24, 1898. 

A month later, he found himself in a new country,
accompanying Frs. Coppo and Scagliola! In August 1899 Fr.
Coppo asked Fr. Julius Barberis for a seminarian ("cleric") to
help Br. Squassoni with his duties, to teach the aspirants, and
to give good example, and another priest, especially to help
preach missions to the Italians. Unfortunately, there does not
appear to be any specific documentation of what Br.
Squassoni’s duties were, except that the U.S. census for 1900
(while the Salesians were still living in an apartment at 315 E.
12th Street), lists his occupation as "cook." That must have
entailed daily shopping for fresh produce, meats, and fish in
the East Side markets, and for bread. Did he also teach
catechism, take care of the sacristy, clean the house?

Br. Faustino was part of the Salesian community at
Transfiguration in 1902-1903 and again in 1905-1906 and 1907-
1909. In 1903, he went to the boarding school in Troy as part of
the house staff for two years. He left the province briefly in
1906 on account of illness, joining the community at Lanzo. On
his return to the U.S., he was assigned to the St. Brigid
community in New York (out of which Mary Help of Christians
Parish was emerging) for 1910-1911 and then to the Columbus
Institute in Hawthorne for 1911-1912. In 1912, he returned to
Italy, hoping to regain his health.

Br. Faustino seems to have spent a little time in the Ivrea
community; in 1914-1915, he was attached to the superior
chapter (general council) staff at the Oratory. From 1915 to 1922,
he was posted to the school at Alassio. His final obedience

brought him to Chieri because of poor health, where he
died on December 20, 1922, aged 51.

Br. Faustino was a simple religious who did whatever he
could in spite of weak health. His last director, Fr. Giovanni
Boselli, called him "the humble servant of God who did as
much as his abilities and strength allowed." He never
refused anything his director asked of him and was
completely at peace as he approached his last days, which
he faced tranquilly, telling someone, "If I prayed so much in
life that God give me the grace of going to enjoy him
eternally in Paradise, do you think that now that I’m so
close to it, and the happy moment is near, I should be sorry
to leave Earth?"

The education of young people is the primary task of parents,
connected to the transmission of life, and a primary duty with
respect to the educative task of other subjects; the role of the
Educating Pastoral Community/Educating Community is therefore
proposed as a complement, not a substitute for the educative role of
youngsters’ parents. The contribution of vocation as family, parents,
and couples can be identified in at least three central themes: love,
life, and education.

The family meal
Photo courtesy of Salesian Bulletin Online

Youth and Family Pastoral Care
Investing in the education of youth to build 

the families of today and tomorrow

BY FR MIGUEL ANGEL GARCIA MORCUENDE, 
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON SALESIAN BULLETIN

ONLINE, JANUARY 24, 2023



Caring for the family arouses great interest around the world.
Particular attention is given to the issue through articles,
scientific publications, and conference documents. At the same
time, the family is asked to take care of the bonds that make up
the dense network that supports the person of young people in
the growth process and that increases the quality of life of a
community. Therefore, it is necessary to promote adequate
educative-pastoral strategies to support the family, on the role
it has in building interpersonal and intergenerational
relationships, as well as in the overall understanding of the
education and accompaniment of new generations. In its
complexity, each family is like a book that needs to be read,
interpreted, and understood with great care, attention, and
respect. In our contemporary society, family life has, indeed,
certain conditions that expose it to weakness.

Meeting Don Bosco is a timeless journey. Following his dreams;
understanding his passion for education; learning about his
talent for pulling young people out of the "wrong path" to make
them "good Christians and honest citizens," to educate them in
the Christian faith and social conscience, to guide them to an
honest profession, is an experience of extraordinary human
and familiar intensity. Don Bosco’s experience has deep roots.
His life, indeed, is filled with families, a multitude of
relationships, generations, youth without families, love stories
and family crises, from the earliest years of his life, when he
has to face the loss of his father at a very young age.

The EPC/EC is one of the forms, if not the form, in which the
family spirit is embodied. In it, the Preventive System becomes
operational in a community project. As a large family that is
responsible for the education and evangelization of young
people in a specific territory, the EPC/EC is the actualization of
that intuition which, at the origin of the Salesian charism, Don
Bosco often repeated: "I have always needed everyone’s help."
Starting from this conviction, from the earliest days of the
Oratory, he built around himself a family-community that did
take into account the diverse cultural, social and economic
conditions of its collaborators and in which young people
themselves are the protagonists.

Pastoral theology, in this process of accountability, affirms that
the family is the recipient, context and subject of pastoral

action. This reflection leads us to question the originality of
the family within the EPC/EC, which can occupy a specific
place. The contribution of vocation as family, parents and
couples can be identified in at least three central themes:
love, life and education.

For this reason, both locally and at a provincial level, it is
necessary to start planning formative courses for
collaborators/educators, integrating families into the
planning, where the educative and pastoral proposal is
structured around activities in which the family is the
protagonist in favor of young people. These paths must
include dialogue, the methodology of family pedagogy and
the Salesian Spirituality as their central core. For this
reason, it is essential for youth ministry to redesign itself
together in a vocational sense; at the same time, it is
necessary to enter into the daily life of families, speak their
language, remain next to the fragility of relationships and
recognize the hardships present in the lives of many of
them, taking care of young people without families, young
families, the most fragile family situations (from poverty,
inequality and vulnerability) by promoting solidarity
among families. It is then essential to accompany the love
of young couples/families by taking care of them and
planning a good and constant formation in love for the
development of every vocation.

In order to realize all that has been said regarding Salesian
Youth Ministry and Family, there needs to be a launching
of formation processes for all the members of the EPC/EC,
both the consecrated and lay members of the Salesian
Family together.

Family
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Newly Elected Canadian Salesian Cooperator Provincial Council
BY ROSINA DI FELICE, SALESIAN COOPERATOR, PUBLISHED ON WWW.INFOANS.ORG, 
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The Annual Provincial Congress of the Salesian Cooperators of
the Province of Canada was held in late January in Toronto.
Salesian Cooperators from all the regions of Canada were
represented. 

The new members of the Provincial Council for the period
2023-2026 are:

Joe ConroyJoe Conroy , Coordinator, Coordinator
Rosa D'AddarioRosa D'Addario , Secretary, Secretary
Louise CanforaLouise Canfora, Treasurer, Treasurer

Jill ConroyJill Conroy, Formator, Formator
Ann HardingAnn Harding , Councilor, Councilor

Fr. Tom DunneFr. Tom Dunne , SDB Delegate, SDB Delegate
Sr. Alphonsine RoySr. Alphonsine Roy , FMA Delegate, FMA Delegate

With the theme "Thought for Living Synodality in the Church,"
the meeting was held simultaneously in person and online via
Zoom, with the participation of 21 Salesian Cooperators and
Delegates. The Congress fulfilled formative, elective, and
presentation purposes. World Coordinator, Antonio Boccia,
and Regional Coordinator, Martin Calderon, accompanied the
event. Lines of Intervention: Six-Year Plan (2018-2024) was
presented. Then, the process for the election of the new
Provincial Councilors was carried out. Fr. John Louis
Mariapragasam, SDB, served as electoral president. After the
election by secret ballot, the new councilors were named. Their
positions were decided at a subsequent meeting.



Let Us Rise Up 
Through God's Love

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, 
ora pro nobis!

Brigitte Doele, Salesian Cooperator
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Brigitte Doele, 
Salesian Cooperator

Requiescat in PaceRequiescat in Pace

https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/salesian-family-festival-october-2023/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/salesian-family-festival-october-2023/
https://obits.nj.com/us/obituaries/starledger/name/brigitte-doele-obituary?id=38736889


JESUS MUST BE OUR 
WHOLE STRENGTH.
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