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In these past years, when visiting the
members of our Congregation and the rest
of the Salesian Family around the world, I
had the gift of learning how the hearts of
the peoples of many nations became
deeply human and tender whenever it
came to anything to do with our Heavenly
Mother.
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I was able to visit and celebrate the Faith
in many Marian shrines. Still very present
to my mind and in my heart are, among
others: Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal,
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TOTA PULCHRA ES MARIA
(YOU ARE ALL BEAUTIFUL, O
MARY)
Something very great is happening when, after
two thousand years of human history, we
continue to feel today, perhaps more than ever,
that She, His Mother, is our Mother also.
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico, Our
Lady of Aparecida in Brazil, Our Lady of
Lujan in Argentina, The Virgin of Loreto
in Italy, and the “Madonna Nera” (the
Black Madonna) of Częstochowa. I also
visited, as you can readily imagine, many
basilicas and churches dedicated to Mary
Help of Christians all over the world. Of
course, Valdocco and the house of our
Mother are at the center as Our Lady’s
words to Don Bosco in his vision attest:

Dear Friends of Don Bosco’s Charism spread

“Hic domus mea; inde gloria mea.” ("This is my

throughout the world and readers of the

house; thence shall go forth my glory.")

Salesian Bulletin,
Always, and I mean absolutely always,
Please accept my most cordial greetings for

when contemplating the thousands of

this Easter Season. During this month of May,

people I have seen in the Basilica, who

we direct our gaze to Her, Mary of Nazareth,

carry with them the stories of their lives,

Mother of Jesus Christ and our Mother. How

their tears, and their thanks for graces

could we do otherwise?

received, I have been in awe, impressed by

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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IMPORTANT DATES
All month: Daily Rosary
Marathon to end Covid-19
May 1: St. Joseph the
Worker
May 3: Feast of Sts. Philip
and James
May 6: St. Dominic Savio
May 13/15: Ascension Day
May 15: St. Mary
Mazzarello
May 16: St. Luigi Orione
May 18: St. Leonard
Murialdo
May 20: Formation for
SSCC Congress – 7:00 pm
ET
May 22: Marian Day (inperson and virutal), Stony
Point, NY
May 24: Solemnity of
Mary Help of Christians
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the deep Faith of the people. This speaks to me of a mystery resting in God. Something very great is happening when, after two
thousand years of human history, we continue to feel today, perhaps more than ever, that She, His Mother, is our Mother also.
A “CATHEDRAL” IN THE BRAZILIAN JUNGLE OF THE BOI-BORORO
I put “cathedral” in quotation marks because certainly there, in that jungle
area of Brazil, where most of the Boi-Bororo people live, there is no stone
cathedral, not even one made of wood. Still, I was able to experience the
emotion of seeing and hearing those people sing to the Virgin Mary, Our
Mother, under Don Bosco’s title of the Help of Christians. Our Salesians, who
have been sharing life with them for decades, have done a very good job in
passing down to the native peoples this, our particular devotion.
During that same visit, after the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
a group of women, men, and children who belong to the Association of Mary
Help of Christians (ADMA), wearing their festive outfits and the best
feathers they had, stood around the statue of the Help of Christians. They
initiated this on their own. They did not wait for a priest to give them any
signal or direction. No, that was not the case. It was their moment between
them and our Mother—nothing more was needed. I heard them sing some
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beautiful songs, ones that certainly would have delighted our beloved Don Bosco in his missionary dreams. Who knows if
these peoples of today did, indeed, appear in some of his visions!
It was in those moments that my mind confirmed what perhaps many of us know and feel. In the area of Faith, while so many
people are far away from it or do not know which way to go, She who is Our Mother continues to be a safe path, an open
doorway, a guide for our steps.
DON BOSCO WAS A GENIUS OF MARIAN PEDAGOGY
If we have learned anything about bringing our boys and girls closer to Mary, we owe it to Don Bosco. He was a pedagogical
genius in this area. He made his boys—many of whom were orphaned of their parents or who had parents living very far away
—feel that Jesus was a friend, and that His Mother was also a mother to them. Don Bosco was a genius of concrete and downto-earth pedagogy that made life, with all its harshness and demands, an ongoing reason to celebrate, to be joyful, and to be
happy. For this reason, to this day in Salesian presences, generations and generations of past pupils and young people have
great love for Our Mother etched in their hearts. They are certain that by trusting in Her, they will discover what miracles
really are, just as Don Bosco himself had promised.
During this Easter season, we have more need than ever for Hope. In a world that continues to be battered by the pandemic, we
see the light, but are still in the dark tunnel. Yet we know that it is in the Risen Jesus Christ that Life takes on its full meaning,
both in the here and now and forever in eternity. We unite our sufferings with those of Our Mother, who endured the soulwrenching loss of Her only Son. We do this knowing and rejoicing that God is forever present and alive. For this reason, our
prayer to Her, Our Mother, during this beautiful month of May, makes full sense.
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Therefore, today I wish to make this prayer my own and offer it to you. These are the words and poetry of a great author, the
Chilean Gabriela Mistral, a woman of faith, who dedicated this poem to the Blessed Virgin:
Mother, I'm already here,
At your feet I will leave my heart.
Life is sad when lived without you—
long the anguish and unending the pain.
In the deepest folds of your wide mantle,
this ancient weariness puts me to sleep.
Dry my tears
and give me sunshine before I die.
Mother, I'm already here.
I have taken away peace; I have caused suffering.
If my heart doesn't rest finally in you,
where will it go?
Dear friends, I wish you a holy Eastertide and a beautiful Feast of Our Lady. Let us hold onto what is most important so that
our hearts can rest. May you be happy.
With affection,
Don Angel

"If We Have Faith, We Can Obtain All from Her" | Letter of Don Albera to his
confreres on the Feast of St. Francis de Sales
January 29, 1915
Dear Sons in Jesus Christ,
There is also one more thing close to my heart and that is that you, as is done already in the Basilica in Valdocco, celebrate
with the greatest possible solemnity the Commemoration of every 24th of the month in honor of the Powerful Help of
Christians. Raise up to Her the most lively supplication according to the intentions of the Holy Father and for the greater good
of our Society.
Our Venerable Father assured us many times that new and immense graces would be bestowed in the future by this most
tender Mother upon the Christian people and I feel that this is the time of the newest wonders of the one who is our Help. Yes,
if we have faith, we can obtain all from Her. Let us therefore pray with the trust that this is a certainty and with the constancy
that does not wane.
Yours most affectionately in Jesus Christ,
Paul Albera, priest
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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St. Joseph against Socialism | 100 Years of Bonum Sane
On July 25, 1920, Pope Benedict XV promoted devotion to St. Joseph to combat the Marxist revolutions
and the breakdown in family morals after World War I.

Motu Proprio
Of His Holiness
Benedict XV
BONUM SANE
Devotion to St. Joseph,
Half a century as
Photo credit: Canva Pro

Patron of the Catholic Church

Photo credit: Canva Pro

It was a good and salutary thing for the Christian people that Our Predecessor of immortal memory Pius IX decreed the most
chaste Spouse of the Virgin Mother of God and Custodian of the Word Incarnate, Joseph, to be patron of the Catholic Church.
As the 50th anniversary (1870) of the auspicious event occurs next December, we believe it useful that it would be solemnly
celebrated by the entire world.
If We look over this period of time, it displays to us a long series of pious institutions which attest that the cult of the most
holy Patriarch has gradually grown among Christ’s faithful to the present. If we also consider the calamities that afflict the
human race at present, it appears all the more necessary that this cult be substantially increased among the people and more
widespread everywhere.
In fact, after the grave tensions of the war, we have indicated in Our recent Encyclical “On the Reconciliation of Christian
Peace” what was missing to re-establish a tranquility of order everywhere, particularly in the relations that exist between
peoples and between individuals in the civil sphere. Now it is necessary to consider another cause of disturbance, much
deeper, that lurks in the inmost bowels of human society. Namely, when the scourge of war struck the human race, people
were already deeply infected with naturalism, that great pestilence of the century that, where it takes root, diminishes the
desire for heavenly things, extinguishes the flame of divine charity, and takes from man the grace of Christ that heals and
elevates. And — finally taking away the light of Faith and leaving him only the corrupt forces of nature — leaves him at the
mercy of his wildest passions. Thus, it happened that many people dedicated themselves only to the acquisition of earthly
goods, and while the strife between the proletariats and the owners grew more acute, this class hatred increased all the more
with the duration and atrocity of the war. On the one hand, it caused intolerable economic hardship to the masses, and on the
other hand made spectacular fortunes flow into the hands of a very few.
It should be added that the sanctity of faith in marriage and many people’s respect for paternal authority have been not a little
wounded by the war. This is both owing to the absence of one spouse which has diminished in the other the bond of duty, and
also because the absence of a vigilant eye has furnished the occasion for rashness, especially for the woman, to live too freely
according to one’s own tastes. Therefore, we cannot fail to notice with true pain that popular morals are now quite a bit more
depraved and corrupt than before, and that therefore the so-called “social question” has been getting worse to the point of
threatening irreparable ruin.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Page 4

Volume III, Issue 5 | May 2021
Indeed, in the votes and the expectations of the most seditious, an idea has matured of a certain universal republic to come,
founded on the absolute equality of men and on the communion of goods. In this way, there would no longer be any
distinctions of nationality, of recognition of the authority of the father over his children, of public authority over citizens, or
of the authority of God over men united in a civil consortium. These are all things which, if they were to be realized, would
necessarily give rise to tremendous societal upheaval, such as that which is now devastating a not so small portion of Europe.
Precisely to bring about a similar condition of things among other peoples, we see that the common people are agitated by the
fury and the impudence of a few, and here and there we see riots.
Concerned more than anything by the course of these events, We, however, did not neglect, when the opportunity offered
itself, to remind the sons of the Church their duty, as we recently did with the letter addressed to the Bishop of Bergamo and to
the bishops of the Veneto region. And now with this same motivation, We remind the men on our side who earn their bread by
their labors, however many there are and wherever they are, of their duty to keep themselves immune from the contagion of
socialism, the bitter enemy of Christian principles. We with great solicitude offer them in a particular way St. Joseph—that
they might follow him as their special guide and honor him as their heavenly Patron.
He, in fact, lived a life similar to theirs, so much so that Jesus, God, despite being the Only Begotten Son of the Eternal Father,
willed to be called “the carpenter’s son.” Nevertheless, He knew how to adorn that humble and poor condition of His with so
much and so many types of virtue! Above all, those virtues were to shine in the spouse of Mary Immaculate, and in the
putative father of Our Lord Jesus. Therefore, at the school of Joseph, all will learn to consider these passing current events in
the light of their futures that last eternally. These will console them in the inevitable hardships of the human condition with
the hope of the good things of heaven. They should aspire to the latter through obeying the divine will, living soberly,
according to the dictates of justice and piety. As regards the workers specially, it pleases Us to restate here the words
proclaimed by our Predecessor of happy memory Leo XIII, since they are such that, in Our opinion, nothing can be said better
about the matter:
5. Through these considerations, the poor and those who live by the labour of their hands should be of good
heart and learn to be just. If they win the right of emerging from poverty and obtaining a better rank by lawful
means, reason and justice uphold them in changing the order established, in the first instance, for them by the
Providence of God. But recourse to force and struggles by seditious paths to obtain such ends are madnesses
which only aggravate the evil which they aim to suppress. Let the poor, then, if they would be wise, trust not to
the promises of seditious men, but rather to the example and patronage of the Blessed Joseph, and to the
maternal charity of the Church, which each day takes an increasing compassion on their lot.
With the flourishing of the faithful’s devotion to St. Joseph, there will simultaneously increase as a consequence their devotion
to the Holy Family of Nazareth, of which he was the august Head, the two devotions spontaneously welling up one from the
other. In fact, through Joseph we go directly to Mary, and through Mary, to Jesus, the origin of all holiness, who consecrated
the domestic virtues with His obedience to Joseph and Mary.
We therefore desire that Christian families be fully inspired by these marvelous examples of virtue and conform to them. In
this way, since the family is the fulcrum and the basis of human unity, strengthening domestic society with the defense of holy
purity, harmony, and fidelity, with all these a new vigor and, we might even say, a new blood would circulate through the
veins of human society, by virtue of Christ. Then there will follow not only an amelioration of private morals, but also in the
discipline of community and civil life.
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Therefore, full of trust in the patronage of him to whose vigilant providence God was
pleased to grant custody of His Incarnate Only Begotten Son and of the Virgin Mother of
God, we strongly exhort all the Bishops in the Catholic world, in these stormy times for
Christianity, to lead the faithful to implore with greater commitment the valuable help of
St. Joseph. Because there are many ways approved by this Apostolic See by which one can
venerate the Holy Patriarch, especially on all the Wednesdays of the year and in the entire
month consecrated to him, We desire that, by request of each Bishop, all these devotions be
practiced in every diocese as much as possible. In a particular way, because he is justly held
as the most efficacious protector of the dying, having expired with the assistance of Jesus
and Mary, holy Pastors should take care to inculcate and favor with all the prestige of their
authority those pious associations instituted to supplicate Joseph in favor of the dying.
These include those “of a Happy Death”, of the “Transit of St. Joseph”, and “for the Dying.”
Photo credit: Wikipedia

To commemorate the aforementioned Pontifical Decree, we order and enjoin that within a

year, beginning on the 8th of December, in all the Catholic world there will be celebrated, in honor of St. Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Patron of the Catholic Church, a solemn ceremony. How and when will be determined by what each
Bishop deems appropriate. To all those who assist you, We grant now, with the usual conditions, a Plenary Indulgence.
Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, on July 25, the feast of St. James the Apostle, 1920, in the sixth year of Our pontificate.
BENEDICTUS PP. XV

Rector Major’s Six-Year Path for Renewing the
Salesian Family | Second of 8 Parts
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB
2. In a Congregation where the “DA MIHI ANIMAS CETERA TOLLE” is
URGENT
Last month, we reflected on the first step of the Rector Major’s six-year path
of renewal: a recommitment to faith in Jesus Christ with the charism of Don
Bosco. For the Rector Major, this renewal is the foundation of our lives as a
Salesian Family moving into the next six-year period.

Salesian Leadership Retreat March 2020
Picture taken pre-Covid-19
Photo credit: Salesian Youth Ministry Flickr

The Rector Major follows up this foundational principle with a most urgent call to carry on Christ’s mission in the spirit of
Don Bosco’s motto, “Da mihi animas. Cetera tolle.” This motto contains the roots of our identity, our spirituality, and our mission
as Don Bosco’s Salesian Family. The Rector Major challenges us to renew within ourselves and our family our oneness with
Jesus and to share that oneness with the young people and families most at risk in this world of both peril and hope. It was not
long after arriving in the Oratory that young Dominic Savio learned the life-giving foundation of Don Bosco’s educational
environment.
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As soon as he arrived at the Oratory, he came immediately to my room in order to put himself, as he used to say,
completely in my hands. Almost immediately his gaze fell on the wall where a piece of cardboard displayed in
large letters a saying which I often used: Da mihi animas caetera tolle. He looked at them attentively and I helped
him to translate them as follows: 'Give me souls, and take away everything else'. He thought for a moment and
then said: ‘I understand; here you do business not with money, but with souls; I hope that my soul will have its
share in this business.’ (Life of Dominic Savio. St. John Bosco. p.11)

With this motto at the heart of our ministerial outreach, we take up with renewed creativity and urgency the evangelization of
the young by inviting them to embrace a deep relationship with Jesus as the source of hope in this perilous time. We put
ourselves forward as witnesses of this deep relationship with Jesus in faith. In following Don Bosco, we commit ourselves to
accompany the young and their families to a deeper relationship with God and to help them toward the human and spiritual
growth that is their Baptismal calling.
In whatever life situation we may find ourselves, we, as members of the Salesian Family, are called to be with the young and
families in a spirit of faith. We ae committed to accompany them along the road to growth in human values and Christian
virtue. Carrying out this pastoral motto of Don Bosco’s educational approach will require of us great creativity and sensitivity
to the life situation of our young and their families.
As Salesian Family members of whatever age and in whatever life situation, we have to take on the urgency of seeking young
souls wherever and whenever we find them. Our identity is to be seekers of souls, leaving aside the rest. For some of us, it may
be as parents, grandparents, or relatives at a family gathering or through a phone call. And for some, it may be in a restaurant
or supermarket greeting a young person doing his or her part-time job. For others, it may be when interacting with young
adults working with us in the office.
We may meet them briefly when entering Church or preparing for a parish activity. We may come into contact with young
people volunteering for community service. We may be sitting next to a young adult at a school play or sport activity. We may
share space with a young adult on a bus or train. We may be offering ministry to young people in a catechetical or prayer
group setting within the school or parish. We could be assisting in a youth center or summer camp gathering. We could be
joining a youth community and their families at celebrations for graduation or Confirmation.
All of these interactions, and far more, are moments ripe for evangelization with the young and families. We join in personal
accompaniment with the young as a community of faith. We also listen attentively to their questions and wonderings. We
teach them to pray and encounter Christ in the Sacraments. And we share with them our reflections on the presence of Christ
in our own lives, as well as the common call of all Christians to follow Jesus as disciples.
Certainly, there are any number of other things we could be doing and focusing on in these moments. However, we are a
Salesian Family dedicated to bringing Christ to the young by our attentive presence and accompaniment. All of the other
desires and preferences on our personal agenda are the “Caetera tolle” (Take away the rest) that Don Bosco let go so that he
could concentrate on bringing Christ to the young, who needed Jesus’ transforming presence in their lives. We are called, as
Don Bosco’s Salesian Family, to be that transforming presence of Christ in the lives of the young and their families in our own
times.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Amoris Laetitia Anniversary: A Celebration to
Renew the Church
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB
After years of wandering from place to place, Don Bosco finally succeeded
in giving his Oratory a permanent home on the Pinardi property. There
was only one ingredient that was still missing. As with any human family, the
Oratory needed a mother. On November 3, 1846, Mama Margaret moved into
the Oratory with Don Bosco to fill that yearning in the boys’ hearts! On
that day, the oratory became a home. With Mama Margaret’s motherly
presence, young boys coming to the Oratory from troubled home

Photo credit: www.donboscosalesianportal.org

environments could find the loving support of a family. For Don Bosco,
this Family Spirit, modeled on the communal love of the Blessed Trinity and the Holy Family, was the essential characteristic
of his educational approach. Mama Margaret made the Oratory into a school of family love.
On March 19, 2021 (the Solemnity of St. Joseph), Pope Francis initiated a year of study, reflection, sharing, and formation for
implementing Amoris Laetitia, the Apostolic Exhortation On the Joy of Family Love on the fifth anniversary of its promulgation.
This year of formation on family life calls us as a church community to study, reflect, share, and implement the essential
proposals contained in this transformational document in our Catholic Church and world.
As Mama Margaret transformed the culture of Don Bosco’s Oratory with her motherly love, presence, and service, the Amoris
Laetitia Year gives us an opportunity to transform our families, parishes, schools, Salesian Family groups (including religious
communities), youth movements, and the Church itself into “schools of family love” after the example of the Holy Family,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.
Amoris Laetitia Celebration with the Salesian Family in Canada and the Eastern USA
The Salesian Family in Canada and the Eastern USA are invited to live the fifth anniversary of Amoris Laetitia through a yearlong process of formation, training, animation, and accompaniment. Our intention for joining with the Holy Father in this
formative process is to transform us at all levels into “schools of family love.”
The formation year will be rolled out in three phases:
1. Deepening in the Vatican initiative for study, reflection, prayer, and action in family ministry.
2. Taking part in province opportunities to implement Amoris Laetitia teachings in the style of Don Bosco wherever the
Salesian Family is present and active.
3. Deepen our understanding of and commitment to nurturing and working with families in the context of Don Bosco’s
charism by joining in the Salesian Family Pilgrimage 2022 to Italy and the World Meeting of Families. This is one of the
ways we will respond to the call of the Holy Father and the Rector Major to prepare ourselves to take up an intentional
ministry with families. The pilgrimage will accommodate Salesian Family members who speak French, Spanish, and
English and is offered in two options: June 11-26/27, 2022 or June 17-July 2, 2022. For full and developing details, please see
Snippets each month or visit the Portal.
And the best part...
Perhaps many of us in the past have been taken up by lofty goals only to find ourselves searching in vain for practical tools to
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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implement those ideals. Not this time! The Holy Father and the Dicastery of Laity, Family and Life have assembled a website that
contains abundant resources essential to fulfilling the goals of the Amoris Laetitia year with confidence and effectiveness.
The goals of this program are clearly identified and developed:
In videos, presented in ten sessions, the Holy Father talks with families about the chapters of Amoris Laetitia, with families
witnessing on some aspects of their daily lives.
Through downloadable materials posted for personal and community reflection for each session in 36 languages! ALL ARE
WELCOME!
We can’t afford to let this opportunity pass!
As members of the Salesian Family, this year of immersion into Amoris Laetitia is of vital importance. In whatever state of life
we find ourselves, we are called to invite the young into a school of family love after the manner of Mama Margaret and Don
Bosco.

Photo credit: Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Click on the image above to visit the Portal for more details. Moreover, we have some great travel news!
Beginning...
April 20, 2021: Santiago, Spain, is open and celebrating the Jubilee Year of St. James.
May 3, 2021: The Vatican Museums and the Carcer Tullianum are again open to the public.
May 23, 2021: Israel is open to travelers.
July 1, 2021: Fatima is open for pilgrims.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Don’t Worry! The Holy Spirit Has This!
BY JOANNE FUSARO, SALESIAN COOPERATOR
ST. FRANCES CABRINI PARISH, BROOKLYN, NY
Have you ever been moved to tears after receiving Communion? I have on many
occasions, such as one on Sunday, March 22, 2020. I was the Lector for the 12:30
PM Mass at my parish, St. Frances Cabrini, and my pastor announced, “Until
further notice, the doors of the Church will be closed due to the coronavirus.” That day, as
I received Communion, I broke down and cried because I did not know the next
time I would be able to receive. I remember reflecting and thinking, “What am I
going do? We can’t just lock ourselves behind closed doors until further notice!” I knew I
had to take action but had no idea what needed to be done. So, I prayed, and

Photo by Josh Applegate on Unsplash

when I was done, I prayed some more. I remember looking up at the cross with
tears in my eyes, and, like so many times before, I heard in my heart, “I am here! I am not going anywhere!”
One of the many things that drew me to life as a Salesian Cooperator was how Don Bosco never compromised the integrity of a
moment. He never judged or manipulated. Moreover, he always went to where an individual was in the moment, took the time
to understand the circumstance and then showed that individual a better way of thinking and living by embracing our Mother
Mary and the Eucharist. I knew, if I was going to figure out a way to keep things going during these difficult times, I had to
reach deep into my Salesian roots, mirror Don Bosco and reach out to individuals where they were in the moment. At that
time, they were confused, scared and locked in their homes behind their phones, tablets and computers.
Our Young Adult Ministry (YAMs, as we affectionately call them) is one of the Ministries that I facilitate at the parish. I knew,
if we put this group on hold, everything would fall away. I reached out to the group and asked, “Would you participate if there is a
way to keep the group going from home?” The response…Absolutely! To be honest, at the time, I had no knowledge of how to run a
virtual meeting. I made a post on Facebook and asked for recommendations for a video conference program that would work
for my group. It was at this time that I learned a new tech term—Zoom. I did the necessary research and learned all the bells
and whistles of the program, sent out the first of what would be many invites and Virtual Yams was born.I have been asked
many times, "How were you able to keep your YAMs group going?" The answer is simple—I remained quiet until the answers came,
and I trusted that the Holy Spirit would energize, guide, and provide me with both the insight needed and the courage to go
out of my comfort zone to navigate this uncharted territory. As always, when faith is steadfast, out of the ashes rise the
blessings. Our Zoom meeting presented an opportunity for YAMs that moved away to tap into our meetings. For example,
Dawn moved to Virginia after getting married and having a child. She now joins our meetings from Virginia with her
daughter, who likes to pop her head in front of the camera to say hello.
Okay—we have Zoom set up, and we have participants. Now what!?! I reached out to the group and asked, “What topics do you
want me to prepare for you?” Some responses were, “How do we cope with the fear of Covid? How do we not lose faith? How do we handle
the unknown?” At this point, I realized my group was frightened and felt lost. Therefore, we needed to let them know, now more
than ever, that they hadn’t been abandoned by God—He was still very much present in their lives.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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As Easter grew closer, we decided to share our meetings and invite parishioners to join us. We hosted an online Candlelight
Scriptural Rosary. I used my dining room table to set up the candles to form the Rosary, my television was used to run the
narration of the Scriptural Rosary, and my tablet was set up for the musical reflections. I thought for sure there would be some
that would think a prayer reflection from someone’s dining room table would be silly or even inappropriate. Happily, to the
contrary, an incredible number of parishioners joined our live event and were filled with genuine emotion of comfort and
hope.
It is a year later, and, thankfully, we are slowly returning to some level of normality. As I look back over the past year, I realize
all that has happened to make our hearts heavy, but I also realize and celebrate all the blessings that have risen out of the
ashes. I have been reminded of the true meaning of “Church.” We may not always know how to navigate events or even have
the tools to make things happen, but this story is proof that the Holy Spirit is the energy that gets things done because, at the
end of the day, I did nothing. The Holy Spirit used my hands and feet to move things forward. I leave you with the motto of my
parish’s patroness, St. Frances, “I can do ALL things in Him who gives me strength!” (Philippians 4:13).

Please click on the image to the left to view details for Marian Day, and visit the Portal for more
details. Also, click on the image to the right for the Vatican Media YouTube Channel.
Throughout this month, we will pray the Rosary together daily for an end to Covid-19. We share
with you two prayers Pope Francis wrote to Our Lady to implore an end to the coronavirus, along
with a video of His Holiness praying those two prayers.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Enrique Garcia,
Salesian Cooperator

Click on the above photo of Servant of God Mother
Rosetta Marchese to watch the Diocesan Inquiry into

Photo credit: Fr. Joseph Vien Hoang, SDB

Rosanna Marigu Kathangu,
Salesian Cooperator World Councilor
Photo credit: www.nawemilele.com/obituaries

her case. We pray for her beatification and eventual

Click on the photos above to learn more about our beloved and recently

sainthood!

deceased Family members.

"All my work began with a simple Hail Mary
for Our Lady's help.”

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, ora
pro nobis!

- St. John Bosco

"The future is the Salesian Family."
- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA
Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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