Volume IV, Issue 5 | May 2022

Volume IV, Issue 5 | May 2022

LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
The SDB Good Samaritan—A Saint!

OUR FAMILY ALBUM
03

Requiescant in Pace

IN, WITH, AND FOR THE CHURCH
Salesian Communication

IMPORTANT DATES
05

May 1: Religious Brothers' Day

Exploring the Digital Courtyard

Very First FMAs of Mornese

May 6: St. Dominic Savio

06

May 8: World Day of Prayer for Vocations

Sr. Assunta Gaino, Part 1

Bl. Philip Rinaldi, SDB

May 13: St. Mary Mazzarello

08

May 14: Commemoration of the Deceased Parents &
Relatives of the FMA

Inspiration and Model, Pt. 2

May 15: Our Lady of Fatima
(in the Salesian Salesian World)

PILGRIMAGE 2022
Raising Children in the Faith

14

09

May 16: St. Luigi Orione

Amoris Laetitia, Chapter 7

May 18: St. Leonard Murialdo
May 21: Mary Help of Christians Day at
the Marian Shrine, Stony Point, NY | 12:00 - 6:00 pm EST

IN THE SALESIAN FAMILY KNOW
A Salesian Response

May 24: Solemnity of Mary, Help of Christians

11

to the Cry of the Poor

Salesian Family Opportunities

May 25: Commemoration of all Deceased Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians (FMA)

12

May 28: SDB Ordinations, Orange, NJ

Experience the Church of Now
Virtual Pilgrimage to Mornese
Mary Help of Christians Day and Salesian Family Festival

May 29: Bl. Josef Kowalski
Visit

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/sf-snippets-archives/
to download this current issue and view previous ones.
Cover photo courtesy of www.sdb.org | Photos on "In This Issue" page courtesy of Canva Pro

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

02

Volume IV, Issue 5 | May 2022

Light shining down St. Peter's Basilica on soon-to-be-proclaimed-Saint Artemides Zatti
Designed by Julia St. Clair | Original photos courtesy of Canva Pro and www.sdb.org

The SDB Good Samaritan—A Saint!
This is a very special Easter for us. In the Salesian Family; in the Church of Argentina, especially in the Viedma
Diocese; in Italy, in the Reggio Emilia Diocese; and especially in Boretto, his birthplace; there reigns great
enthusiasm: Artemides Zatti will be declared a Saint.
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB
Dear friends of the Salesian Bulletin and of Don Bosco,

including the one to "remain with Don Bosco" and live his
original vocation as a Salesian Brother to the full, as Don

A luminous ray of hope breaks through the dark thoughts of

Bosco wanted: as a witness, near to the people, and

these days, occasioned by the pandemic and, above all, by the

dedicated to the service of the sick and the poor.

many wars, in particular the one in Ukraine, for they bring
death, pain, and destruction. We have great news: the Universal

He was the administrator of San José Hospital in Viedma,

Church has officially recognized the sanctity of a Salesian

extending the circle of his patients to all the ill of the city,

"from the farthest reaches of the world:" Artemides Zatti.

especially the poorest, making his rounds on his everpresent bicycle. He dealt with money but his life was of the

Our dear Saint Zatti is a most beautiful figure, whose sanctity

poorest. He even had to borrow a suit, hat, and suitcase to

was manifested in his daily life, in simplicity, in his humble

travel to Italy for the canonization of Don Bosco.

and cheerful service, in particular, to the sick. He incarnated
Don Bosco’s heart and the richness of the Salesian Charism. He

He was loved and esteemed by the sick and by the doctors

reflects the most human and loving aspect of the Salesian

who had very great confidence in him, abandoning

Family.

themselves to his influence which sprang from his sanctity:
"When I am with Zatti, I can do nothing else but believe in

He had a gentle heart that knew suffering. He knew very well

God," exclaimed a doctor who was a self-proclaimed

what poverty, emigration, frailty, and sickness were. He also

atheist. To Zatti, every patient was Jesus Himself. When his

knew doubt through the difficult decisions he had to make,

superiors recommended that he not admit more than 30

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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patients, he was heard to mumble: "And

on his life. The fact that he was a

class sanctity," about which Pope Francis

if the 31st patient would be Jesus

Coadjutor Brother in every way struck

speaks with such great affection.

Himself?"

me. At that moment, I felt that I had to
ask the Lord, through the intercession

The figure of Artemides Zatti is a

Artemides’ witness as a true Good

of Br. Zatti, to send us Coadjutor

stimulus and an inspiration for us to

Samaritan every day of his life, merciful

vocations. I made the novenae and

become signs and bearers of the Love of

as the Father, was a mission and a style

asked the novices to make them also."

God for the young and the poor. As I

that involved everyone who, in whatever

Then he continued: "From the time we

wrote in the Strenna this year, "we, too,

way, dedicated themselves to the

began our prayers to Br. Zatti, 23

need to unfurl the 'charism of the

hospital: doctors, nurses, auxiliaries and

young Brother Jesuits have

visitation' as our heart’s desire to

caregivers, the Sisters, and the

persevered. I am convinced that it was

announce, without waiting for others to

volunteers who gave their precious time

due to his intercession since, taking

come to us, but by going into those places

to those who were suffering. He was

the number into consideration, this is

inhabited by so many and for whom a

attentive when listening to the patients,

unusual for our Order. I repeat that I

kind word, an encounter, and a respectful

to their stories, sufferings, and fears. He

am convinced of his intercession

gaze can open up their horizons to a

knew that even when it would be

because I know just how much we had

better life." Artemides Zatti was a "man of

impossible to cure the illness, one could

prayed to him to be our intercessor."

the Visitation" who carried Jesus in his

always give care, console, and let the ill

heart, recognizing Him and serving Him

person feel one’s closeness which

This is a splendid and authoritative

joyfully and generously in his ill and

demonstrated concern for the one

encouragement also for us to ask for

impoverished brothers and sisters.

confronting his/her illness.

Artemides Zatti to intercede for us to
increase the number of good and holy

In everything and always he was

vocations as Salesian Coadjutor

Salesian—a Salesian Brother; i.e., not a

Brothers.

Priest. This lay Salesian vocation is part
of the physiognomy that Don Bosco

In this year dedicated to St. Francis de

wanted to give to the Salesian

Sales, defender and promoter of the

Congregation. To them Don Bosco said

vocation of sanctity for all people,

very clearly, "I need you."

Artemides Zatti’s witness reminds us
of what Vatican Council II states: "All

Pope Francis himself experienced the

the faithful, in every state and

efficacious intercession of Artemides

condition, are called by the Lord, each

Zatti regarding the lay consecrated

in his own way, to a sanctity whose

vocation when he was the Provincial of

perfection is the same as that of the

the Jesuits in Argentina. He wrote in a

Heavenly Father." Francis de Sales,

letter: "In 1976, while making the

Don Bosco, and Artemides make their

canonical visitation to the missionary

daily lives an expression of the Love of

Jesuits in the north of Argentina, I spent

God, which is received and returned.

several days in the Archbishop’s house

Our Saints wanted to bring

in Salta. At the end of one of the meals,

relationship with God into their daily

amid various discussions, Archbishop

lives and daily life into relationship

Perez spoke to me of Br. Zatti. He even

with God. This is the proposal of

gave me the opportunity to read a book

"next-door sanctity" or of "middle

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

St. Artemides Zatti, intercede for us all!
The Decisive Miracle
The miraculous cure of a man
stricken with an "ischemic right
cerebral stroke complicated by a
voluminous hemorrhagic lesion." The
event under consideration took place
in the Philippines in August 2016. A
neurosurgical examination suggested
the need for an operation, which was
made impossible due to the financial
situation of the family. For this
reason, they decided to bring their
relative home so he might live out his
final days there with his family. The
dying man received the Anointing of
the Sick and called his family and
relatives to his side so he could say
his "goodbyes." Instead, on August
24, 2016, against every expectation,
the patient called his relatives to say
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that he was fine and wanted to take a bath and begin to eat.
He had been brought home to die, and, after just a few days,
he was cured!

followers?" My answer to this type of question is always, "It
depends on who your audience is and where they are."
Communication is a two-way conversation. The channel

This is thanks to the prayers of the man’s brother—a
Salesian Brother—who had begun praying for a cure
through the intercession of Br. Zatti during Vespers in his
Community on the very day in which the patient had been
brought to the hospital. But not only he—for this Salesian
Brother invited his relatives to join together in prayer
through the intercession of Blessed Artemides Zatti.

doesn't really matter (in person or through an electronic
platform), as long as you have the ability to hear and be
heard. Marketing has many ways to measure if a message
works. One of the most used is the level of engagement
from the audience receiving the message. Specifically, in
social media, engagement is the measurement of
comments, likes, and shares.
However, communicating through social media can be
tricky. Finding the proper channels and messages that will
allow you to interact with your audience is mainly trial and
error. As a marketer, I always recommend brands and
influencers to identify where their audience is before
investing time and resources on any platform. This requires
time to research, test, analyze, and repeat.
So, what does all of this have to do with our Salesian
vocation, you may ask. As most of you may know, St.
Francis de Sales is the patron of Catholic communicators
and writers. This year, the Rector Major, Fr. Ángel
Fernández Artime, dedicated it to St. Francis de Sales for
the 400th anniversary of his death. He is the author of
numerous books, letters, and Catholic communication

Pope Francis takes a selfie with young people
Photo courtesy of The Globe and Mail

Salesian Communication
Exploring the Digital Courtyard
BY VERONICA BUEZO-TALAVERA,
SALESIAN COOPERATOR

materials still used today. He communicated the faith
against all odds, using whatever methods were necessary to
reach his audience.
He built his "personal brand" by being present to his
audience. He engaged with his followers, read their letters,
and diligently responded to each and every one of them. He

Some weeks ago, I attended a digital marketing conference in

heard and was heard. However, he didn't hear only with his

NYC. Simultaneously, a tech conference was also taking place

ears. As Pope Francis said in his message for the 56th World

at the same hotel. I was having some coffee by myself at a table

Day of Social Communications in St. Francis de Sales’

when two gentlemen from the other conference approached

memorial, it is all about "listening with the ear of the

and asked if they could join me. We started asking each other

heart." If St. Francis de Sales lived in today's world, he

basic networking questions, such as, what do you do, where do

would've been a social media influencer constantly trying

you work, do you like your job, among others. When I told them

to understand how to interact with his audience through

I was in communications and marketing, one of them asked,

the different channels available and spread God's word and

"What can I do to get my message out and gain more

love.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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I believe that we are all communicators and influencers. You
don't have to be a journalist, writer, public speaker, artist, or
author. You do not need tens of thousands of followers. As long
as you have people that follow and look up to you, you can build
your personal brand. Ask yourself, "what do I want people to
perceive about me? What traits make me who I am? How could
I attract the young and poor?"
Once you identify what makes you who you are, start asking
who your audience is. As Salesians, our main audience is the
young, especially the poor and most in need. Nowadays, the
vast digitalization experienced worldwide has brought the

A young religious Sister
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

young to the digital world. We must find them there, too, in the
"digital courtyard." Try to understand them, study their
behavior, and learn about new trends, their likes, and dislikes.
Ask again, "Where does my audience hang out? Which social
media platforms are they using?"

Very First FMAs of Mornese:
Sr. Assunta Gaino, Part 1
COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA
Sr. Assunta Gaino was born in Cartosio, (Alessandria), Italy

After doing thorough research, follow these next few steps:

on April 25, 1848. She died in Nizza Monferrato
(Alessandria) on June 29, 1886, at 38 years of age, with 14
years as a religious.

1. Start creating your messages.
2. Be intentional with the way you communicate on any
channel, be aware of what you are sharing, and ask the Holy
Spirit for inspiration when crafting a message.
3. Start testing your messages.
4. See what works and does not and analyze if your audience
engages with you.
5. Repeat this process until you find your niche.
6. Remember that it is not about the number of people
engaged but the quality of the engagement.
In the end, it is all about maintaining those two-way
conversations.

Sr. Assunta’s parents were too poor to give their children
an elementary education. They placed Assunta in the
service of a family they trusted as soon as she was able to
work. While there, young Assunta gave in to vanity and
often lost a few minutes in front of the mirror. This,
however, was short-lived and very slight. Under a lively
impulse of grace, Assunta determined in an instant to leave
all frivolity and devote herself entirely to the devout life.
She began by attending church and the Sacraments. She
willingly sacrificed a part of her rest by leaving her bed
early in the morning to first take care of daily chores before
her employers got up. She was hungry for the things of
God, and, frequently, she spent a good part of the night in
prayer. Assunta was among the very first at Mornese to put
on the religious habit and to make vows as a Daughter of
Mary Help of Christians. Assunta immediately found every
means to satisfy her wish for penance and fervor.

"Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will
have the right response for everyone."
- Colossians 4:6

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Desiring to lead souls to God, she was industrious and
zealous in talking about spiritual things with the young
postulants who drew from her discourses help to overcome
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the first difficulties of the religious life, so much so that many

their best habits." The Sister obediently carried out the

of them said they owed their perseverance to her. When it was

order, and the House was a scene of bustle and excitement,

not easy to get to know the character of a postulant well,

so that Sisters and girls might be at their appointed place

Mother Mazzarello would place her, for some time, close to the

for the "parade."

excellent Sr. Assunta for her to study the young woman.
Mother Mazzarello would then defer to Sr. Assunta’s judgment,

With a twinkle in her eye Mother Mazzarello moved about

which was always right.

among them, accompanied by the Bursar and followed by
Sr. Assunta Gaino, dressed more neatly than usual,

Her desire to lead all hearts to God made her feel the pain of not

while those on the side lines smiled to see her come out

having had an education, with which she could make herself

for once from her rural deportment.

more useful to the Institute; but either she deftly disguised it, or
she talked about it in order to have more opportunity for

Finally, the bell clanged loudly. In perfect silence, with

humility. Was there hard work to do? Sr. Assunta was always

serious mien and light step, all moved towards the entrance

the first to show up. Did she find a habit so worn that no one

gate, where they lined up in an attitude of expectant

would ever think of wearing it? Sr. Assunta, with due

anticipation. And behold, the great "lady:" a cow guided

permission, wore it and kept it very dear. The lowly chores that

by Sr. Assunta and decked with artificial red flowers!

she had to perform, her studied neglect in dressing, the almost
continuous rash on her hands made her somewhat repulsive to

Mother Emilia looked at Mother Mazzarello, joined in the

some, but the greater number admired her virtue and sought

joke and bowed profoundly to the new arrival. Her action

ways of approaching her. She understood the “figlie di casa”

was like the touch of a magic wand. Sisters and girls all

(young girls employed for domestic work who received room

followed suit. They realized they had been taken in, but far

and board, a small stipend, and an education as payment). At

from taking offense, they gathered round the animal,

first sight, they ran to meet her to receive a good word from her

clapped, and skipped, extending her a most cordial

and recommend themselves to her fervent prayers.

"welcome." With songs of homage they solemnly
accompanied her to her abode where the humble Sr.

Sr. Assunta in a gracious episode of Salesian Cheerfulness

Assunta completed the honors of the day.

In 1879, after the Sisters and girls had all moved from the
Collegio in Mornese to Nizza Monferrato, the last days of Mardi

This reception was, for the first boarders of Mornese, a

Gras, February 23-25, were days of intense piety, nourished by

joyful return to their "sweet native hills." In reality it was

the customary and much loved reparatory function of the Forty

only obedience to a direct order from Don Bosco to add

Hours Devotion. That did not hinder the joyful pastimes of the

coffee and milk to the established breakfast menu, which in

boarders, especially the young ones, who might otherwise be

turn entailed the purchase of their first cow. For the

tempted to look back with regret on the happy, carefree days of

newcomers, it was a delightful sample of the light-hearted

home and Mornese. In the absence of a stage and other

humor of Mother Mazzarello, who through nature and

amenities enjoyed in the first House of the Institute, Mother

grace had made her own the motto of the two apostles of

Mazzarello tried everything at her disposal to keep everyone

youth: Sts. Philip Neri and John Bosco: "Scruples and

happy and make them experience that piety is never a kill-joy.

melancholy have no place in my House" (Scrupoli e
melanconia fuori da casa mia).

At an opportune moment, Mother Mazzarello called Mother
Emilia Mosca, respected by all for her gifts of intelligence and
refinement, and said to her: "This evening a lady is expected;

Primary sources of reference: CENNI BIOGRAFICI DELLE

tell Mother Enrichetta to have the boarders ready to receive her

FIGLIE DI MARIA AUSILIATRICE defunte nel 20 decennio

in their best uniforms; and you see to it that the Sisters wear

dell’Istituto, pgs 50-56 and Cronistoria 3, pgs 5-6.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Bulletin and encouraged regional congresses.
Humble Spiritual Director
Fr. Rinaldi carried on a sizable correspondence with
laywomen who were his spiritual directees, with young
women from the Girls’ Oratory who became Salesian
Sisters and especially with Salesian Priests and Brothers
who went to the missions. The spiritual works that he
recommended were very often based on the writings of St.
Francis de Sales.
In 1928, he writes words of encouragement with spiritual
Bl. Philip Rinaldi among the young
Photo courtesy of www.sdb.org

Bl. Philip Rinaldi:
Inspiration and Model, Pt. 2
BY FR. JOHN PUNTINO, SDB
April 24, 2022 marked the 100th Anniversary of the election of Blessed
Philip Rinaldi as Third Successor of Don Bosco.

depth to Fr. Galdino Bardelli, a missionary in China. "It
seems to me that your letters reveal an intense desire to
save souls, and this pleases me very much. It pleases me
because you are confiding in the Heart of Jesus and are
seeking true piety. Here rests the secret for saving China: to
turn to God and make them see and feel and love Jesus.
Everything else is necessary, because we must not neglect
anything, but that is not what converts and saves. I so enjoy
it when you speak to me of faith, of piety, of Jesus, of the

Promoter of the Salesian Family

Sacred Heart. Courage; this is certainly the good way. Do

In Spain, Fr. Rinaldi provided spiritual guidance to the Salesian

not become disheartened if you meet with oppositions,

Sisters and guided the expansion of their works along with

contradictions, mortifications, etc. Jesus Christ went down

those of the Brothers and Priests. He organized and promoted

the same road."

Salesian Cooperators.
He also provided communal spiritual direction through his
As Prefect General, his apostolic activities included being

circular letters to the SDB and the annual Strenna

spiritual director of the Salesian Sisters' Girls’ Oratory in

commentaries that he gave to the FMA. His 1930 Strenna,

Valdocco. At the Oratory, he assisted the Salesian Sisters,

directed to different groups and following on the

formed leadership groups among the girls and young women

beatification of Don Bosco, well represents his spiritual

who assisted the Sisters and instituted social and cultural

leadership. For the young: That we may be devoted to the

organizations that addressed their needs.

Blessed Sacrament and to Mary Help of Christians, O
Blessed Don Bosco, pray for us; For Past Pupils: That we

In 1917 from among the young adult helpers at the Girls'

may be assiduous in work as you were, O Blessed Don

Oratory he founded the Zelatrici di Maria Ausiliatrice, the

Bosco, pray for us; For SDB: That we may love the young as

group that today has become the Secular Institute of Don Bosco

you have loved them, O Blessed Don Bosco, pray for us; and

Volunteers. After World War I he organized the World

For FMA: That we may be like you ever united with God, O

Federations of SDB Past Pupils and FMA Past Pupils. As a way

Blessed Don Bosco, pray for us.

of assuring the Salesian Sisters that they share with the SDB
the same desire of preserving the spirit of Don Bosco, he

Don Bosco Volunteers

attended a number of their General Chapters. To recognize and

We remember Bl. Philip Rinaldi today especially as the far-

encourage Salesian Cooperators he wrote to them in the Salesian

sighted founder of the Don Bosco Volunteers.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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During his years as spiritual director of the Girls’ Oratory in
Turin requests kept coming in from young women who felt
called to consecrated life, but for various reasons could not join
the Salesian Sisters. Fr. Rinaldi and the early Salesians still
living who had known Don Bosco were aware that Don Bosco
envisioned a union of Salesians, some of whom lived in a
community and some in society. Church structures of the times
would not allow such diverse groups to exist together as one
institute, which is why the Salesian Cooperators had to become
a Lay Association of the Faithful. In a similar move, since these
young women felt called to consecrated life but had to remain
in society, he organized them into a separate entity. At the time
there was no way for the Church to recognize this form of
consecrated life, but the form that Fr. Rinaldi gave the group
aligned them with what today we call Secular Institutes. They

Young boy reading the Bible by lantern
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

were Salesians, they lived in society and held secular jobs, they
found ways of contributing to the Salesian mission to young
people, they gathered on a regular basis for prayer and
formation. Above all, they professed the vows of chastity,

Raising Children in the Faith:
Amoris Laetitia, Chapter 7
BY SR. NIVIA ARIAS, FMA
WITH FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

poverty and obedience, just as the SDB and FMA do.

Don Bosco wanted to share his mission with young people
and those in need through a vast movement of persons who
share his charism. The Holy Father, in his messages to the
Salesian Family, has made it abundantly clear that parents
and families have to be included among those who share
Don Bosco’s mission in bringing up their children in the
Faith as they mature as persons. They cannot be considered
"customers" who send their children to Salesian
The way they live poverty and obedience, naturally, differs

Institutions for education in the Faith without their active

from those who live in community. Nevertheless, they live a

participation.

true evangelical lifestyle. Fr. Rinaldi opened his heart to the
first DBV. "This is my main concern for you, that you have a

The family is a prime example of an "Oratory" that

good spirit. Your mission consists not only in becoming saints,

immerses its members in an environment of

but in adapting yourselves to the necessities of your life and

evangelization, learning for life, encounter with loved ones,

times in order to do good."

and fun. While the parents are the primary educators of
their children, Don Bosco wanted his sons and daughters to

The group began on May 20, 1917 with three members, grew

support and nourish parents and families to fulfill their

quickly to seven, then nine. By the time Fr. Rinaldi died in 1931,

responsibility in bringing up their children to become all

there were a modest 16 members. The group revived after

that God calls them to be. Certainly, Salesian Family

World War II and updated themselves to become today a

members who are parents will read the quotes from Pope

secular institute of pontifical rite. They number 2,500 members

Francis in Amoris Laetitia (on the following page) with a

located on all five continents.

direct connection to their lives as mothers and fathers.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

09

Volume IV, Issue 5 | May 2022
Siblings will read it as encouragements to contribute to the
growth and development of their brothers and sisters.
For those Salesian Family members who are involved in
handing on the faith to the young in school and parish settings,
the exhortation of Pope Francis is a bit more difficult to
implement … but just as vital.
How can we who are engaged in parish or school faith development with
young people work together with the parents and families to further
Don Bosco’s mission with the young as it relates to “handing on the
faith?” How can we form a more effective educational pastoral
community with parents and families for the faith education of the
young?

Ad for the next Living the Joys of Love and Family Series
Designed by Megan (Fraino) Rodriguez, Salesian Cooperator

Pope Francis begins his teaching on raising children in the faith

lecture their children all day long, but in the end, dialogue

by stating the family has a natural vocation to educate children.

and example are the best teachers. Children must be helped

By their calling as parents, mothers and fathers are entrusted

to "learn for themselves" the values, principles, and norms

with bringing their sons and daughters to a maturity as human

of the Christian life.

persons and as children of God. Speaking to parents, Pope
Francis states: "To be parents requires love and the desire to

The family is a school of true love

bring out the best in others. Fatherhood and motherhood are

"In an age in which sexuality is often reduced to mere

irreplaceable roles. Motherhood shows how to bring love and

consumption, to the use of others, families have the task to

protection to human weakness. Fatherhood reveals unexplored

educate their children in the area of affectivity and sexual

horizons of life to children and establishes the foundation of

responsibility, respectful of the dignity of the person." [284]

the moral life that allows them to courageously form their own
life project." The family is the first school of human values, and

"The household is the place where children are formed, and

the primary setting for socialization. It is where we learn the

parents need, therefore, to be fully conscious of what their

wise use of freedom and how to relate to others, to listen and

children are being exposed to via media, friends,

share, be patient and respectful, help one another and live

entertainment, school, or the streets" [259]. This does not

together in peace.

mean parents can and should control every situation that a
child may experience.

It is also the school where children learn to consume a
reasonable amount, throw away less, care for the environment

"Raising children calls for an orderly process of handing on

more, and live on the earth as our common home. Likewise, the

the faith. It is made difficult by current lifestyles, work

family is where children learn to cope with the difficulties and

schedules and the complexity of today’s world, where many

sufferings of life: illness, loss, natural disasters. [274-279]

people keep up a frenetic pace just to survive. Even so, the
home must continue to be the place where we learn to

The ethical formation of children [AL 263-267]

appreciate the meaning and beauty of the faith, to pray and

“Moral formation of children remains the work of the parents.

to serve our neighbor" [287].

In this, their example is paramount. Children learn by seeing
what their parents do. If children do not feel important to their

Here are some questions for Salesian Family members and groups to

parents, the result will be a damaged child. [264] Parents can

ponder and discuss:

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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How have the values of my original family shaped my own

reflections on this goal, interpreting it from a Salesian

life values today?

perspective.

What are some things I do to pass on and nurture the faith
in my family?

Blending their studies in social work with the Salesian

What are some of the challenges we face in educating our

charism, Br. Rafael and Br. Reegan agree that our first

children?

response to the cry of the poor is to listen. We cannot

In what ways does your Parish or our Salesian Family reach

presume to give an adequate response if we do not first

out to coach young parents to become the first educators of

listen. Some information about the needs of the poor can

their own children?

come from demographic studies, for example, the ethnic

Click here or on the image on page 10 to attend the next meeting.

make-up, the levels of education, and the number of
families living in poverty of our neighborhood. However,
more important than studying statistics, members of the
Salesian Family can listen directly to the young people and
their families. This not only gives information about their
needs, but also strengthens relationships and builds
community. This type of personal encounter can be
transformative; we no longer see a statistic or problem, but
we meet a person, a friend.
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform speaks of socio-economic
systems, not just ecology and care for the planet. We can
consider a family, a neighborhood, or a ministry as an ecosystem of relationships, a system in which Salesians can
have an important part to play. In the words of Pope
Francis, "It cannot be emphasized enough how everything
is interconnected" (Laudato Si’ #138). A student may attend a

A poor woman accepts food from a Good Samaritan
Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

A Salesian Response to the Cry of the Poor
BY FR. TIMOTHY ZAK, SDB, SUE PROVINCIAL

Salesian school and receive an excellent education;
however, we will be missing out on key components of the
Salesian mission if all we provide is a classroom. Instead,
Don Bosco named his work "the Oratory," a more holistic
system of education and evangelization that addresses the

Immigrant parents committed to learning English in a program

development of the whole person, helping the young

sponsored by a Salesian work; Salesian schools that integrate

person to grow in relationship with God, the community,

into their teaching methodology a concern for the social-

and the world (good Christians and upright citizens).

emotional wellbeing of the students as they live through a

Although the Oratory is not an isolated system, it is related

pandemic; courageous parishioners from Salesian parishes

to the environment of the local neighborhood and local

defending the right to life by participating in 40 Days for Life

Church. Rediscovering the Oratory as the model for all our

and On Our Knees, a nationwide prayer initiative for the

works can help us better understand the particular

unborn. These are just a few ways members of the Salesian

ecosystem in which young people grow and enable us to

Family are implementing Goal 2 of the Laudato Si’ Action

better respond to their poverties.

Platform—our response to the cry of the poor. Br. Rafael
Vargas and Br. Reegan Ledet, both studying for a master’s

Enlightened by faith and moved by hope, it is no surprise

degree in social work at Seton Hall University, offered some

that the Salesian Brothers would highlight the importance

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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of prayer as we strive to respond to the cry of the poor. We
incorporate the needs of those we serve into our personal
prayer and the prayer of the faith community. Moreover, we
pray with the people we serve, bringing their needs to our
merciful Lord. One of the Brothers met a woman who recently
had left a relationship of domestic abuse. Together they prayed
for strength in the Spirit to move forward. The brother was also
able to connect the woman with agencies that could provide
direct services, like housing and emotional support. This simple
example brings together the importance of the one-to-one
contact, the encounter with God in midst of the crisis and the
need to develop a network of service providers.
Br. Rafael and Br. Reegan acknowledge that some of the cries of
the poor go unheeded because they have no voice in society, in
places where policies and decisions are made. A valuable part of

Salesian Family Opportunities
The Church of Now:
Young People and Global
Catholicism Today
From Friday, May 6 through Sunday, May 8, 2022, DePaul
University will host a virtual international conference on
"The Church of Now: Young People and Global Catholicism
Today." Learn more details and register today!

our Salesian response to the cry of the poor is advocacy,
speaking on behalf of the poor. The rights of those living in
poverty are ignored; who will speak for them? Through
effective use of social media, our Salesian response can raise
awareness about young people living in poverty and engage
many people in advocating for change. We can accompany the
young people themselves to find their voice and feel
empowered to share their dreams, fears, aspirations, and
obstacles for a life without poverty.

Journey with the Salesian Sisters
Two More Times to Mornese
The final two session of the virtual pilgrimage will take

The Salesian response to the cry of the poor includes direct
service. Many Salesian presences do this well through food
pantries, soup kitchens, assistance with rent and utility bills,

place on Sunday, May 8 and Sunday, May 22. Visit this page
for additional details, and email Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA
at fmasfdelegate@gmail.com with any questions.

reduced tuition, scholarships for summer camp, to mention a
few. We collaborate with the Knights of Columbus, the St.
Vincent de Paul Society, and Catholic Charities in our area. As
Salesians, our response needs to include a welcoming
environment, a sense of belonging, the same Family Spirit Don

Celebrate Mary with Salesian Family
in Stony Point, NY

Bosco, Mother Mazzarello, Mamma Margaret, and many others

The annual Mary Help of Christians Festival (Marian Day)

were inspired to create in Valdocco and Mornese. Our Salesian

will take place on Saturday, May 21, from 12:00 pm to

charism seems well-suited to "promote solidarity, with special

6:00 pm EST at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point, NY.

attention given to vulnerable groups such as indigenous

Additionally, please save the date for next year's

communities, refugees, migrants, and children at risk…"

Salesian Family Festival, May 25-28,2022.

(Laudato Si’ Action Platform Goal 2). We can provide the
physical and emotional space where those living in poverty can
belong.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Map, schedule, promotional flyers, and a save-the-date
are included on the following pages!
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(top and bottom images)
Marian Shrine map and schedule for Marian Day 2022
Designed by Bernard Pontillo, Salesian Cooperator

(images to the left)
Promotional flyer for Marian Day in English, French, and Spanish
Designed by Megan (Fraino) Rodriguez, Salesian Cooperator
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Requiescant in Pace

Fr. Robert Falk, SDB,
US Missionary to Korea
Photo by Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB

Save the date for Salesian Family Festival in May 2023
Designed by Julia St. Clair | Original photo by Vicky Weekley

Let Us Do
All Things Through Love

Maria Auxilium Christianorum,
ora pro nobis!

"We owe many great debts of gratitude to
Mary, Help of Christians. What we are and what we
have done, we owe to Her."
- St. John Bosco
Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
Copyright © 2022 Salesian Family of Canada and Eastern USA. All rights reserved.
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