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Today I send you again, as I do every
month, an affectionate and cordial
greeting. At the same time, I share with
you that I have conflicting feelings as I
write this message for November. This is
because I would like to speak to you of the
present state of this pandemic that is no
longer the one of months ago. These days,
the pandemic has immersed us in a
strange and ugly feeling of distance,
distrust, and fear of contagion (even if you
are in the middle of the forest and no one
is within 100s of feet of you). Then, too, I
Seminario di Pordenone - Sigllo della città ai Salesiane, September 10, 2021
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

HERE WITH YOU I FEEL
AT HOME
«Here with you I feel at home: to stay with you
is my very life.» (BM IV, 455) This phrase that
gushed from Don Bosco’s heart is still the secret
of the Salesian Family.
THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB

would like to speak to you today of those
elderly “who are so much a part of us and
who are yet so alone” because they live
right next to us, because their number
increases more and more, and because this
COVID pandemic has created the perfect
context to cause them to be even more
alone, for us to stay further away now, and
to distance us from seeing that they are
true bearers of life’s wisdom.

Dear friends and readers of the Salesian Bulletin,
the magazine so dear to Don Bosco’s heart, for

Don Bosco City

he believed that this publication was the best

In the end, my heart was won over by

means to make known all the good that was

another experience that refers to young

being done in Valdocco among his boys and in

people who were at first in difficult

other places where they tried to replicate the

situations and then later living their true

life of the Oratory in its early years. Among

dignity. I don't know why, but these

these latter were the first steps that the

memories cause me to breathe fresh, clean

Salesians and the Daughters of Mary Help of

air deeply. What I share with you now I

Christians took in the Missions of Patagonia.

experienced just a few days ago. While I

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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was speaking personally here in Rome with

conviction about the value of

the Provincial of our Salesian Province of

the little things that you who

Colombia-Medellín, my curiosity led me to

read and that I who write can

pose a question: I wanted to know how their

do.

house, “Don Bosco City,” was doing now. I
had visited that work, and there had met

A dish of rice saved a life in

many young people of all kinds, including

Calcutta. The Salesian house in

street kids rescued from that life. On that

Don Bosco City allowed a young

particular occasion, I was greatly impressed

woman to be who she was, with

by my encounter with some adolescents, girls

the dignity she has, and helped

and boys who had been rescued from the

her develop her potential to the

guerrillas. My heart was filled with joy to

full. And so it is in millions and

know that young ex-guerrillas are still

millions of cases in the world

present in two of our houses. Once they are
rescued from where they were living (either
by force or by their own will), these young
people are sent, if they accept it, to a Salesian
house to start a new life.

(top photo) Children learn how to plant vegetable gardens in Don Bosco City.
(bottom photo) Young people of the "ecological brigade" in Don Bosco City.
Photos by Vatican News
Click here to read the full article on “Ciudad” Don Bosco: Helping Young Colombians
Promote a Sustainable Economy

that are not well-known but
that are like seeds that
germinate and bear fruit each
day.

chosen to be involved. But then she
discovered that, in this Salesian house,

I confess that bad news tires me

The Provincial told me that one young

that life could be different and she could

because it seems that only bad

woman is just about to enter the University.

“fight” another way—for just causes. I

things make the news. I propose

She is full of joy and certainly a reason to feel

imagine that she dreams of becoming a

that we join those people who

the beautiful pride of a Salesian educator.

great professional, a wife, and a mother.

want to make only good news

What I did not expect to hear was the

into a TV news broadcast. Let us

testimony of this young woman who, after a

So I share this with you as I say to myself,

feed our spirit with what makes

few years in that Salesian house and feeling

dear readers: these simple causes, these

us breathe deeply of fresh, clean

really at home, gave this witness to a group of

concrete and everyday 'utopias' that not

air as has happened to me with

officials who were visiting our educational

only change a person's life but also change

the story of this young woman

institution.

their entire life universe inside of them continue

who discovered that her life

to be worthwhile.

could be different.

guerrillas for years that I would give them my

The drop in the ocean

Thank you for your attentive

body, my heart, and my soul. And so I did. But

When I was in Calcutta visiting the sisters

reading and, most certainly,

then I came to know Don Bosco and all that

of the Congregation of Mother Teresa

thank you for sharing my love

he continues to do for us young people here in

(Saint Teresa of Calcutta), and had the

for things that are good.

this house. And I invite other young people to

opportunity to pray in the same chapel

take up this cause and commit ourselves to it

where she had prayed, to celebrate the

Friends of Don Bosco, I wish

with all our strength.”

Eucharist next to her grave, and to see the

you all the best.

She told them: “Look, I had promised the

poor who lived right outside the door
I was speechless because I thought that I had

waiting for those Sisters who went out

understood very well how this young woman

very early to meet them, to care for them,

was committed at one time to a cause in

and to save each one’s universe, one by

which she found herself or in which she had

one, I discovered the confirmation of my

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Fr. Angel
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Mother Chiara Cazzuola, FMA
Photo by Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice - Salesiane di Don Bosco

New FMA General Council Elected During GC XXIV
General Chapter (GC) XXIV will conclude on Sunday, October

Congratulations to the newly elected members of the General Council!

24. Throughout October, GC XXIV saw the election of the new
General Council for the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians (FMAs). The election of the new Mother General
began on Sunday, October 3 with two days of prayers. Then, on

Mother Chiara Cazzuola, Mother General
Sr. María del Rosario García Ribas, Vicar General
Sr. Maria Luisa Nicastro, Secretary General

Tuesday, October 5, Sr. Chiara Cazzuola was elected. Deeply

Sr. Nilza Fátima de Moraes, Councilor for Formation

moved, Mother Chiara thanked everyone for their support and

Sr. Runita Galve Borja, Councilor for Youth Ministry

entrusted herself to Mary Help of Christians, repeating Our
Lady's “yes” to God's will. The event was accompanied by huge
applause. The first to congratulate la Madre were the Rector
Major, Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, and the sisters of the
community of the FMA Generalate.

Sr. Leslie del Socorro Sándigo Ortega, General Councilor
for the Salesian Family
Sr. Ruth del Pilar Mora Velazco, Councilor for the Missions
Sr. Maria Ausilia De Siena, Councilor for Social
Communication
Sr. Ena Veralís Bolaños, Economer General

From then through Sunday, October 10, the FMA GC XXIV

Sr. Chantal Mukase Ruzagiriza, Visiting Councilor

finished the elections of all the members of its new General

Sr. Maria Assunta Sumiko Inoue, Visiting Councilor

Council. We invite you to click here or on the names of each

Sr. Paola Battagliola, Visiting Councilor

Council member to learn more about them.

Sr. Phyllis Neves, Visiting Councilor
Sr. Celine Jacob, Visiting Councilor

May Mary guide and protect the new General Council and all of
our FMAs.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Sr. Lidia Strzelczyk, Visiting Councilor
Sr. Marta Liliana Riccioli, Visiting Councilor
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St. Joseph and Child (©Baralee - stock.adobe.com)

St. Francis de Sales on St. Joseph's Humility
[W]e may say that it was a trinity on earth representing in some

and that virginity does not hinder maternity? O my God!

sort the Most Holy Trinity. Mary, Jesus, and Joseph—Joseph,

Must not this be that glorious Virgin of whom the Prophets

Jesus, and Mary—a trinity worthy indeed to be honored and

declare that she shall conceive and be the Mother of the

greatly esteemed!

Messiah? Oh, if this is so, God forbid that I should remain
with her—I, who am so unworthy of such an honor! Better

You understand, then, how exalted was the dignity of St.

far that I should quit her secretly on account of my

Joseph, and how full he was of all virtue. Yet you see how

unworthiness, and that I should dwell no longer in her

deeply he was abased and humbled, more than we can ever say

company.” What admirable humility! It was the same

or imagine. One instance alone is sufficient to prove this; he

feeling which stirred St. Peter when he was in the boat with

went into his own country and to his own town of Bethlehem,

Our Lord and had seen His almighty power manifested in

and, as far as we know, he alone was refused admittance into

the great drought of fishes, following instantly upon their

any of the inns, so that he was constrained to retire and to

obeying His command to cast their nets into the sea; a

conduct his most chaste Spouse into a stable among oxen and

feeling of overwhelming humility making him cry out:

asses. Oh, to what an extremity of abjection and humiliation

“Depart from me, 0 Lord, for I am a sinful man, unworthy

was he not reduced!

to be with Thee.” “I know,” he seems to say, “that if I throw
myself into the sea I shall perish, but Thou Who art

His humility also, as St. Bernard explains it, was the cause of

Almighty can walk without danger upon the waters,

his wishing to quit Our Lady when he saw that she was with

therefore I entreat Thee to depart from me, rather than that

child; for St. Bernard says that he spoke thus to himself: “Ah!

I should depart from Thee.” How good it is to see the

What is this? I know that she is a virgin, for we have together

reverence and respect of all our Saint's dealings and

made a vow to keep our virginity and purity intact—a vow

intercourse both with the Mother and the Son! If he had for

which nothing would induce her to break; yet I see that she is

a moment wished to quit the Mother, not then fully

with child. How can it be that maternity is found in virginity,

understanding the greatness of his dignity, with what

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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admiration and profound self-abasement was he not

obliges you to possess a certain level of virtue. In the present case,

afterwards overwhelmed when he saw himself so much

you must show this virtue to everyone by courageously submitting

honored by Our Lord and Our Lady, who actually obeyed his

to the will of God. Your mind must win over the heart; above all, it

will and did only what he commanded! This, indeed, is a thing

would be unseemly for you to show your grief. After all, I too suffer

beyond comprehension.

from having eventually to separate myself from so many people that
Divine Providence has placed in my path to help me do a little good.
The sacrifice is therefore reciprocal, and we have to bear it in a
laudable Christian way. For the guidance of your soul, God won’t
leave you bereft. Every good priest can direct you, as did poor Fr.
Albera. You’ll have to struggle to put into practice what I’ve always
recommended. Approach the sacraments with confidence, and don’t
believe that the good Lord requires a disposition that you can’t
muster. The sacraments were instituted for human beings and not
for the angels, who don’t need them. You need a calm and trusting
piety: total abandonment to the will of the confessor who directs you
in the name of God. I will come soon, and we’ll talk at our ease. But I
wish one thing from you, to find you calm and resigned. Pray every
day for me; I assure you that distance won’t change my thoughts,
feelings and above all my prayers for you and your family.

Photo by www.sdb.org

Fr. Albera on Change
FROM PAGES 52-53 OF FR. PAUL ALBERA: MASTER OF
SPIRITUAL LIFE BY FR. ALDO GIRAUDO
TRANSLATED BY FR. MIKE MENDL, SDB
The Sixth General Chapter began in Turin in August. On the
evening of the 29th, the chapter unanimously elected Fr. Albera
spiritual director general of the Congregation in Fr. Bonetti’s

Very First FMA of Mornese:
Sr. Petronilla Mazzarello
The intimate friend of St. Mary Domenica
Mazzarello, the Cofoundress of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

place. At Marseilles, they received the news with sorrow,

Early Family Life (1838-1849)

especially Mrs. Olive, who grieved because she was losing her

Petronilla Mazzarello was born at Mornese (Alessandria)

spiritual guide. Fr. Albera wrote her a letter that reveals the

on August 10, 1838, the second of five children. Her father,

quality of his ministry of accompaniment:

Francesco, was an elementary school teacher and taught
school two times a day. In those days, there was no school

I know my nomination has saddened you. … I know the thought of my

for the girls in the villages, but Francesco taught both his

leaving Marseilles hurts your good heart. In this circumstance my words

daughters to read and write. When Petronilla became

of consolation have certainly not sunk in. … I will limit myself only to

friends with Mary Domenica Mazzarello (same last name

telling you that the good Lord won’t be very pleased if you act in this

but no relation), Francesco also taught the first rudiments

circumstance like a young woman who doesn’t have a solid piety and

of reading and writing to Mary Domenica.

well-established virtue. You have reached a certain age; you are the
mother of a large family, which with the grace of God you have raised in

Holy Friends (1849-1861)

piety and virtue; you are the wife of a great Christian. Your situation

Mary lived at the Valponasca and Petronilla lived in town.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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In the first years of their childhood, they met

(Salesian Sisters), using Mary

on Sunday in church or during catechism. As

Domenica, Petronilla, and the

they got older, they had more frequent

other young women working

occasions to see each other and talk of

with them as its foundation

spiritual things. Mary saw that Petronilla was

stones. The first religious

the one with whom she could most easily get

profession took place August 5,

along in helping each other practice virtue

1872.

and chose her for a friend.
In the following nine years, Sr.
They were of different characters: Mary was

Petronilla worked side by side

vivacious and fiery. She was quick in work

with Sr. Mary Domenica. After

and wanted things just right. Petronilla was
calm by nature, good-natured, and not too

the election of Sr. Mary
Photo courtesy of Sr. Judith Suprys, FMA

Domenica as Superior General

quick in carrying things out. Mary was older

Pestarino, Mary Domenica and Petronilla

of the Institute, Sr. Petronilla

by a year. Both loved God and were inclined

were eventually introduced to St. John

became Vicar General from 1874

to piety and averse to evil.

Bosco, who sent them a note which

to 1880. During this time she

changed their lives and the way they did

also served as Mistress of

Mary Domenica insisted with Don Pestarino

things: “Pray certainly, but do as much good as

Novices from 1876 to 1881.

that Petronilla be allowed to join the Pious

you can, especially to the young, and do all you

Union of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate,

can to prevent sin.”

which aimed to bring God back to home and

The Death of Mother Mary
Domenica Mazzarello (1881)

state and promote love for the Church and

The lives of these two friends were closely

In 1881, Mother Petronilla

the Pope through the good example of

bound together as the plan of God slowly

suffered the greatest sorrow of

frequenting the Sacraments, loving Christ in

unfolded, leading them forward as their

her life. Accompanying the

His Passion, and being tenderly devoted to

work expanded by accepting two little

Sisters of the third missionary

the Blessed Virgin Mary. She helped

mother-orphaned girls as boarders. Other

expedition to South America as

Petronilla modify some of her religious

young women soon joined them in their

far as the port of Marseilles,

practices that were thought to be too

work for girls. The workroom grew in

France, Mother Mary Domenica

ostentatious.

numbers, and Sundays brought the festive

was overcome with pleurisy

Oratory activities (Girls Youth Group)

pneumonia. By the grace of God,

that the girls of the town could join.

she was able to return to the

The Workroom (1861-1864)
Petronilla’s friend, Mary Domenica, became

Nizza Mother House, but died

ill with a nearly fatal case of typhoid. She

The Institute of the Daughters of Mary

on May 14, 1881. Mother

eventually recovered but not with her former

Help of Christians (1864-1872)

Petronilla had assisted her

strength and energy. No longer able to work

In 1864 during his visit to Mornese with

lovingly and prayed for her, but

in the fields, under Divine Inspiration she

100 of his best boys from Valdocco, Don

she was so broken with sorrow

determined to learn the skill of a dressmaker.

Bosco began to take closer interest in

that she was not able to attend

She involved her friend, Petronilla, in her

these two Daughters of the Immaculate.

the funeral. She found comfort

project to teach poor girls not only to sew, but

With the encouragement of Pius IX to do

in prayer and said that the

also and above all to know how to love God.

for girls what he was doing for boys and

Sisters now had a great

Together they opened a sewing workroom for

with the help of Don Pestarino, Don Bosco

Protectress in Heaven, but the

the education of the girls of the town.

gradually formed the Institute of the

friend of her youth, with whom

Through their spiritual director, Fr.

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians

she had always shared ideas,

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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work, joys, and sorrows, was no more.
Primary source of reference: Suor Petronilla Mazzarello – L'amica
intima della Beata Maria Domenica, confondatrice delle figlie di Maria
Ausialiatrice by Don Ferdinando Maccono, 1940
Part 2: Life after Mother Mazzarello’s Death will appear in the next
issue.

Photo by Alex Diaz, Photo Editor, The Brave News

Around Bosco: Students Learn
Horticulture in Bosco's New
Community Garden
Originally published by The Brave News, a
student-run journalism outlet at
St. John Bosco High School
in Bellflower, CA, 09/28/21

Rector Major’s Vision for the Salesian
Family 2021-2026
#8: Accompanying the Young towards a
Sustainable Future
INTRODUCTION BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

BY DOMINIC RAMIREZ (JOURNALIST)
AND ERIC TORRES (PHOTO EDITOR)
The garden is located beyond the left field fence of the
baseball field. Construction of the garden, which consists of
eight planter beds, one vineyard and one citrus orchard,
broke ground in January and was completed over the
summer.

“Our commitment to an integral human ecology comes from a

In the wake of the new garden’s construction, students

conviction of faith for which ‘everything is interconnected, and

founded the Horticulture Club, which is open to anyone on

that genuine care for our own lives and our relationships with

campus who is passionate about plants and gardening. In

nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to

addition, agriculture classes are available to juniors and

others’[1]. We cannot separate the care of the environment from

seniors.

the social life of human beings. Therefore, ecology must be
integral, human. And, consequently, we are invited to an

Prominent figures involved with the horticulture program

ecological conversion that concerns not only the economy and

at St. John Bosco include Mr. Nathan Corkhill, moderator of

politics, but also social life, relationships, affectivity and

the Horticulture Club, Mrs. Diaz, a master chef and leader

spirituality.”

of the Bosco Bread Company, and Ms. Aleshire, a master
gardener who helps with gardens in schools across Los

[1] Francis, To Participants at the meeting promoted by the Dicastery

Angeles.

for Promoting Integral Human Development on the theme: The Energy
Transition and Care for our Common Home (Rome, 14 June 2019).

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

The food grown in the garden is sold in the student store in
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menu items such as breakfast burritos or zucchini bowls, which
can be bought and eaten by the entire student body.
“The original design is built for growing food on campus that
students can have for lunch and snack, which gives students a
farm-to-table experience,” said Mr. Corkhill.
Students in the agriculture class learn about plants and get
hands-on experience in the garden as well as the kitchen. The
experience of growing and cooking their own food prompts
healthy eating among the student body and teaches valuable
life skills.
The garden was also recently sponsored by Whole Kids, which
is a non-profit organization established by Whole Foods. The

Designed by Salesian Vocations - Canada & Eastern USA

National Vocation Awareness Week

Whole Kids Foundation is dedicated to helping kids eat
The Church will celebrate this year’s National Vocation

healthier, nutrient-rich food.

Awareness Week (NVAW) from Sunday, November 7
Even though agricultural classes are only for upperclassmen,

through Saturday, November 13. This annual week-long

students can still participate in activities through the

celebration of the Catholic Church in the United States is

Horticulture Club.

dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate, and consecrated life through prayer and

“The [agriculture] class and the [horticulture] club are very

education. It also helps us to renew our prayers and support

similar, but if you are into it [the club] can be as an extension of

for those who are considering one of these vocations.

the class. There is a lot more cooking and planting in the club,”
said Kaimana Storch, president of the Horticulture Club.

Our Salesians of Don Bosco (SDBs) and Salesian Sisters
(FMAs) pray that their authentic and joyful witness as

If any students are interested in joining the Horticulture Club,

consecrated men and women religious may inspire many

contact Mr. Corkhill at ncorkhill@bosco.org.

young men and women to join us as SDBs and FMAs. May
parents encourage and support their children’s vocations to

To read more articles from The Brave News, visit
https://thebravenews.press/.

the priesthood and religious life and may those being called
respond with courage and generosity. Lord, grant
perseverance to all those who have already said “Yes” and
let Jesus continue to be their strength. May the faithful
living of our Salesian charism be an example and an
encouragement for many young men and women to enter
as Salesians of Don Bosco and Salesian Sisters. Through the
help of Mary, may our provinces increase with strong and

During this Year of the Amoris Laetitia Family,

holy vocations and our various apostolic activities assist

it is truly important to reflect on all vocations.

the young to discover your divine call in their lives. Finally,

To learn more, click here or the graphic to the

we pray that our witness, our invitation, and our

left to watch an interview with Fr. Mike
Schmitz on Nurturing Vocations in the Family.
We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

accompaniment give rise to new vocations in the Church
and in our provinces.
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(top image) The Sisters of Hawthorne, NJ enjoying the beautiful sunflowers blooming in Sussex County this past summer.
Sunflowers are a reminder to always follow the Lord because the sunflower turns
to follow the sun during the day.
Photo by Salesian Sisters

Photo by www.vaticannews.va

(bottom image) Earlier this year, the SDB novices (including now Br. Paul Hotovy) planted two pear trees. They decided to plant
two because the nursery representative suggested that cross-pollinated trees
produce better fruit.
Photo by Fr. John Puntino, SDB

LSAP (Laudato Sí Action Platform)

World Youth Day 2021

On Monday, October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, patron

The 36th World Youth Day will take place on Sunday,

saint of animals and ecology, we began 40 days of prayer and

November 21, the Solemnity of Christ the King, at the local

promotion of the LSAP (Laudato Sí Action Platform). The

levels. This year’s theme is “Stand up. I appoint you as a witness

enrollment of participants in the platform will begin on

of what you have seen” (cf. Acts 26:16).

Sunday, November 14, the last day of prayer and promotion.
Click here to read His Holiness’ Message in various
It has been a blessing and an honor to witness many beautiful

languages. We also encourage you to share the Message

initiatives that continue to spring up throughout the world in

throughout your schools, parishes, and youth groups so

response to Pope Francis’ invitation. We are also proud of our

that it can be part of the spiritual preparation of young

Salesian Family and all the actions they have done and

people and to participate in as much as possible in the

accomplished to honor Laudato Sí and Care for Creation.

Diocesan celebrations.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Emanuele Mazzoni Photo | Shutterstock

Experience the Portiuncola and God's Grace with Us Next Year
Originally published on www.aleteia.org, 08/01/21
BY BRET THOMAN, OFS
St. Francis had a vision that the Virgin Mary asked him what grace he

Francis here in the Portiuncula where he gave her the

desired. His answer: that all who visit his church would receive a plenary

tonsure. Finally, here Francis died on October 3, 1228.

indulgence—a full pardon for their sins.
According to the traditional account, in July 1216, St.
On August 2 of each year, the “Pardon of Assisi” is celebrated in

Francis was praying in the Portiuncula, when he had a

Assisi in the Church of St. Mary of the Angels. This church is

vision of Jesus and the Virgin Mary surrounded by a

also known as the Portiuncula, which means, “little portion of

host of angels.

land.”
Mary asked him what grace he desired, to which Francis
St. Francis’ vision

replied that he desired the complete forgiveness of all sins

St. Mary of the Angels is conceivably the most important

for everyone who came to his beloved little church. Mary

Franciscan sanctuary in Assisi for the memories of Francis that

replied that he should go to the pope, inasmuch as he was

it contains. He was so fond of the little church that he once said

the Vicar of Christ, to request such an indulgence.

to the brothers, “If anyone should evict you from one door,

Francis then went to Perugia, where Pope Honorius III had

return through another one.” St. Francis lived here with the

just been elected pontiff after his predecessor, Pope

brothers in community, and he considered it his home base.

Innocent III, died. Francis made his request that anyone

After St. Clare left her family on Palm Sunday 1212, she met

who journeyed to St. Mary of the Angels would receive a

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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plenary indulgence—a full pardon for their sins.

discover a large, grandiose basilica. The original church,
the Portiuncula, is housed underneath the dome of the

Such a request was unprecedented. There were only a few ways

basilica. The first basilica was built between 1569 and

to receive a plenary indulgence at that time—by making a

1679, but was severely damaged by an earthquake in the

pilgrimage to one of the great basilicas in Christendom such as

nineteenth century. The current basilica was rebuilt in

St. Peter’s in Rome, St. James in Compostela, St. Mary

1909 and declared motherhouse of the Order of Friars

Magdalene in France, or by making the “queen of all

Minor (OFM). All the ornamentation on and inside the

pilgrimages” to the Holy Land. It was inconceivable to attach a

Portiuncula was added after Francis’ death.

plenary indulgence to a wayside country church. Perhaps
miraculously, Pope Honorius granted Francis his request. In a

Behind the Portiuncula is a little chapel that marks the

nod to the doubters, however, he limited the indulgence to just

place where St. Francis died on the night between October

one day a year—August 2.

3-4. To the right is a corridor through a rose garden
where, according to tradition, Francis rolled around to

The indulgence was initially limited to the Basilica of St. Mary

overcome a temptation. The roses today grow without

of the Angels in Assisi for August 2. However, over time, the

thorns on the stems. Beyond the garden is a chapel built

indulgence was extended to all Franciscan churches around the

over the area where St. Francis slept in his hut.

world on that day. Today, the indulgence is available in Assisi
any day of the year.
How to receive an indulgence
Though there is less emphasis on indulgences in the Catholic
Church these days, the teaching has not been abrogated. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that an indulgence is
“a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to
sins whose guilt has already been forgiven” (1471).
To obtain the Assisi plenary indulgence, the faithful should:
confess, to obtain the forgiveness of sins;
receive the Eucharist, to be spiritually united with Christ;
(confession and communion can be made one week before
or after the date)
pray for the intentions of the pope, to strengthen the bond
with the Church, reciting at least the Our Father, Hail Mary
and Glory Be to the Father;
recite the Creed and the Our Father; and

Photo taken from Sabina: Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years film poster

Let's Go to the Movies!

visit a Franciscan church or oratory or, alternatively, any

From Monday, November 8 through Wednesday,

parish church.

November 10, Sabina: Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years will
play at select AMC Theaters. It is rated PG-13 and has a

The plenary indulgence can be requested for oneself or for the

running time of an hour and fifty-five minutes. We invite

deceased.

and encourage our Salesian Family to bring their family
and friends to watch this truly inspirational film. Click

A pilgrimage to St. Mary of the Angels Church

here to learn more, find a showing near you, view a trailer,

Today, those visiting the church of St. Mary of the Angels will

and buy tickets.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Salesian Schools in the Northeast USA
Host First SLR Since March 2020

Salesian International Youth Summit

BY VICKY WEEKLEY

On Saturday, September 25, the SEC Province animated a
virtual International Youth Summit in English including

From Friday, October 1 through Sunday, October 3, the

youth and FMA delegates from Canada and the USA, Great

northern schools—Don Bosco Prep in Ramsey, NJ; Mary Help

Britain, and South Africa. The theme for the Summit was

of Christians Academy in North Haldeon, NJ; and Salesian High

“Boldly transforming the world in holiness!”

School in New Rochelle, NY—gathered together for the first
Salesian Leadership Retreat (SLR) since the March 2020

The interactive program included a letter from Mother

shutdown. Although the SLR was shorter than our usual

General, a video message from Sr. Runita, various province

gathering, both the young team and participants showed us

videos about their Salesian reality, an intro to the Salesian

what can happen when you allow yourself to open your heart.

Charism by Sr. Francine, lots of breakout rooms to share

We look forward to how these leaders will grow in their

and dream together, a bold action step discerned together,

friendship with the Lord and Don Bosco while transforming

and opening and closing prayer. The day was spent in a

their schools further into Valdocco.

friendly, international, and prophetic Salesian atmosphere.

There have been two additional SLRs scheduled for this year.

Many thanks to Sr. Kim Keraitis, who proposed the bold

Currently, Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School in Takoma Park,

and original idea in the context of the 150th anniversary of

MD has its retreat scheduled for Saturday, November 6 through

the Institute. We also express our gratitude to Sr. Katie

Sunday, November 7. Additionally, the southern schools—

Flanagan, who beautifully coordinated the preparation

Archbishop Shaw High School in Marrero, LA; Cristo Rey

with a passionate team of young people, and to Sr. Joanne

Tampa Salesian High School in Tampa, FL; and Immaculata-La

and Sr. Michelle for taking brief video messages from the

Salle High School in Miami, FL—are scheduled to have their

provincials from each participating province in Rome.

SLR from Friday, November 12 through Sunday, November 14.
Please continue to keep our young people and these schools in

Thank you, Sisters, for your prayerful support, your life

your prayers and that these regional SLRs can continue to take

offering, and your enthusiasm! May God bless each of you

place.

abundantly!

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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A Letter from Sr. Maria Luisa
Miranda L., FMA
Dear Delegates/Animators, Past Pupils/FMA, members of
the SSCC and ADMA Groups,
Yesterday, the feast of the Blessed Virgin of the Rosary, Sr.
Leslye del Socorro Sándigo Ortega was elected by the XXIV
General Chapter as General Councilor responsible for the
Salesian Family. I thank Sister Leslye for her availability
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

A Great Opportunity is on Our Horizon!
The Salesian Family Spirituality Days (January
13-16, 2022): both online and in person.
Celebrating the Rector Major’s Strenna for 2022:
"Do all through love, nothing through constraint” (the heart of St.
Francis de Sales’ spirituality)
Worldwide Salesian Family gathering from Valdocco (Jan.
13, 14, 15, 16 from 7:00-9:00 am ET) through YouTube and

and generosity. I am sure that the Spirit of the Lord Jesus,
giver of every charism, will grant her those graces that she
needs to carry out her task.
At this moment I feel the need to express my sincere thanks
after these 13 years of journey in the Salesian Family. The
path has been one of constant learning, always and
continuously enriching, marked by the normal joys and
difficulties of existence, by perplexity and, at the same
time, by the certainties of the life of faith. Each one of you
has given me a great deal and what I have learned I will

Facebook (registration required): Details to come

always keep in my heart. I would like to thank the FMA, the

Regional Gathering from Quito, Ecuador (Jan. 13-15):

have been in contact for various reasons: in all I have met

Details to come
Province Gatherings online and in-person (Jan. 13-15):
Details to come
Save the dates and look for details in the December issue of
Salesian Family Snippets and on the Portal.

SDB and the laity with whom, in these thirteen years, I
life teachers and witnesses to the charism! Each of them
has left a positive imprint in my life. Thank you!
Following the XXIV General Chapter, I am sure that the
Salesian Family will make concrete the paths of synodality
that the Spirit is pointing to the Church. Mary will
continue to accompany us in this new stage so that
humanity, especially the younger generations, may never
lack the joy and hope given by each of you in the various
expressions of the charism.

Interamerican Regional Congress of
Salesian Cooperators
Originally published on www.infoans.org,
09/27/21

With my promise to remember you in the Eucharist and
before Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello, I ask our Mother
Help of Christians to bless you abundantly.
Always in communion,

Click here to learn more about this recent meeting with about 400
Salesian Cooperators and their delegates. They gathered with the motto:
“Called to be salt and light for the young.”

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Sr. Ma. Luisa Miranda L., FMA
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Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

Opening of the 18th General Chapter of
the Sisters of Charity of Jesus
Originally published on www.infoans.org,
10/07/21

Joanne Lanza,
Salesian Cooperator

Click here or on the image above to learn more.

Photo by Craft Memorial Home

"Direct every action to the Lord by saying,
'Lord, I offer You this work, please bless it.'"

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, ora pro
nobis!

- St. John Bosco

"The future is the
Salesian Family."
- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA
Our email address is:
contact@donboscosalesianportal.org
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