
longer than expected, the square was enveloped
in darkness. The tightrope walker would have to
put on his show using reflected light. In the
subdued light of the twilight hour, the tightrope
artist did not realize that a little boy had
tranquilly followed him up the ladder. When he
took his first steps on the rope, he realized the
boy was behind him.

“What are you doing up here?” he asked the boy. 
“I want to walk the rope with you.”
“Are you not afraid?”
“As long as I am with you, no.”

The spectators held their breath as the tightrope
walker placed the little boy on his shoulders and,
in order to distract his attention from the
dizzying height and darkness, said to him, 
 “Look at how beautiful the stars are up there!
Keep your eyes fixed on those stars.”

As long as the boy kept his eyes fixed on the
brilliant splendor of the twinkling stars, his
thoughts did not go to the danger of the hesitant
steps along that thin rope or to the huge drop
beneath, but he allowed himself to be carried the
entire length of the square.

Don Bosco would have been the first to
“climb up to the rope” with his children
and young people. He would have been the
first to be present to them and make use of

Dear Friends, readers of the Salesian Bulletin,

Let me begin my letter today with a short
wisdom story:

A tightrope walker stretched out his rope, at a discreet
height, over a bustling marketplace. Some jugglers put
on their act before his, but when their show lasted

AFTER THE TSUNAMI 
 

The pandemic has changed the way in which we
relate with the world, others, and ourselves. We

need to rebuild and to begin again in greater
solidarity and with greater awareness so as to

rebound from a silent calamity marked by pain,
confinement, struggle, and fear. What would

Don Bosco do if he were alive today?
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all his abilities, creativity, and skills in his
preventive fashion to move the young to
hope. He would have believed in them,
offering them the chance to be leaders and
speaking to each of them about the joy in
living and in growing in harmony, forming
them to make a courageous commitment for
the sake of others, especially of those most in
need.

This is Hope for our day: the opportunity to
grow and to learn together as a team,
comprised of students, families, educators,
and specialists. We must value what we have
gained from this crisis: a healthier
environment, slower mode of life, being
together as a family, and the many creative
and innovative initiatives—virtual ones, e.g.
—on the part of so many educators so they
could respond rapidly and efficaciously to the
needs of their students.

Things are different now, and so are we.
Nothing is as it was before: life, relationships,
space, and time. We do not wish to return to
where we were but we want to change for the
better, to renew, to create, and to believe in
ourselves, our resources, and in education as
a key factor in change.

We need creativity in order to devise new
paradigms and new responses—the boldness
of a life which is the bearer of something
truly new. We need a vision of a new life
which will become reality because the task is
arduous and will take a long time. We do not
need things that are improvised on the spur-
of-the-moment, but we need the security
found in our witness and in the joy of our
Hope—in that which makes us who we are.
More than ever, our presence and our witness
are necessary. And more than ever before the
young cannot be left to their own devices.

We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.
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Don Bosco a Pordenone, September 9, 2021
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

This was never so at any time, but it is not
so now in an evermore imperative way, for
they await us with open arms so they may
live their lives again with the strength of a
love that is capable of overcoming
everything. It is only love that conquers
all. We need to dream anew the dream of
the young.

I hope that we have learned to be more
aware of the connections among all
humans, more determined to educate all
our children and young people well, fully
aware of the power of human gentleness,
and more focused on working with
families and other organizations so we
may educate to the future. In our Salesian
Preventive System, this means:

Total, cordial welcome. The
conversations that Don Bosco had with
the young reveal his capacity to give a
complete and cordial welcome to them,
something that is a fundamental element
of our Salesian educational relationship.
Through his informal, situational, and

friendly model of
communication, Don Bosco
reached their hearts,
overcoming all barriers of
“social distancing. ” [“See to it
that all with whom you come in
contact become your friends”
(The Biographical Memoirs of St.
John Bosco. Volume X, p. 445.)] In
this way, all will feel welcomed
and loved (every boy felt that he
was Don Bosco’s “favorite”).
Where human development is
concerned, what matters is that
the individual be the actor in
his/her life and history.

Empathic harmony and
openness. To his Salesians,
Don Bosco always
recommended being close to the
young at all times, a closeness
rich with attention and
gentleness. 
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Salesian Family Provincial Council
Action Program for 2021-2022

Knowledge of the young person and his/her abilities. In
Don Bosco’s pedagogical system, the young person is always
able to find within him/herself those personal resources which,
once put into play together with God’s grace, will bring
him/her to propose and to reach new goals for his/her own
improvement and self-mastery.

Educational and pastoral experience of daily life.
Educational accompaniment is realized in daily life: on the
playground, e.g., for it is that informal space par excellence
wherein the educator can get to know and accompany the
young. The extraordinary takes place in the ordinary: during
the moments of daily life, the educator and the student are both
hard committed to each other in frequent conversations, in
sharing work and leisure in a relationship of getting to know
each other, and often also one of deep friendship, which
prepares the way to trust, dedication, and docility (“Make
yourself loved and not feared”).

Educational environment and family style. Seeking to
imitate what he experienced in his own family, Don Bosco
wanted to transplant this family spirit to daily life at Valdocco.
This sharing of life between the educators and the young had to
be like that which is lived between parents and their children. 
Use of technology that cannot substitute human teachers:
education will remain (and ought to remain) an activity of high-
intensity human interaction. In the future, the principal
challenge, therefore, will be to find the right balance in using
technological tools while continuing to invest and believe in the
human factor. 

Prevention as our method. The concept of “prevention” as
spoken of by Don Bosco is not “welfare” nor is it purely
“protective” by nature; it aims, instead, to empower others so
they may overcome negative factors capable of destroying the
person.

In the case of COVID-19, new educational strategies are
necessary so as to sensitize and prepare the students—our
adult citizens of tomorrow—to seek out solutions that will take
into account respect for life, sustainable development, and
ethical commitment. 

Photo by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

Monthly virtual sessions on each chapter of Amoris
Laetitia, open to all; Salesian Family Pilgrimage
June/July 2022;

1.) The province leaders of each group in the Salesian
Family will animate their members to participate in the
Year of Amoris Laetitia Family. In line with our Salesian
charism, we promote an outlook where the Church is
thought as a “family of families,” where the Salesian family
spirit is evident in all our presences, and where we provide
families accompaniment, which springs spontaneously
from the very heart of our educational charism. The FMA
and SDB province delegates to the Salesian Family, with a
team of volunteers, will help coordinate:

Personal accompaniment as spiritual direction:
sanctity. Don Bosco the educator did not limit himself to
the human level but went beyond to the spiritual one. His
goal is for total happiness (for Paradise). It is to this end
that he will “go to the point of foolhardiness” walking the
ever-risky and difficult tightrope. On Don Bosco’s
shoulders, we, too, can go forward to the future fearlessly—
keeping our eyes fixed firmly on the Stars of Heaven.

Affectionately, 
Don Angel
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St. Joseph Article
FROM A HOMILY BY ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

ON THE VIRTUES OF ST. JOSEPH

Participation in World Meeting of Families in local
Dioceses;
Province Convocation of Families in May 2023;
Resources for celebrations in families, and reminders to
local Salesian leaders to involve families in celebrations of
the Salesian Family; and
Links to the online dialogues with families from the Vatican
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life; videos from the
dioceses of New Jersey; and other online resources.

Sharing significant events of each group in a common
calendar (linked here).
Encouraging local groups of the Salesian Family to
celebrate together significant events throughout the year
(Salesian feast days, professions and promises,
anniversaries, founder’s days, etc.).
Effectively using various forms of communication,
including social media, to stay in touch with each other and
to help group leaders feel supported.
SDB and FMA province delegates will work to keep lists of
leaders up to date. With the help of the communications
contact in each group, they will link the social media of
each group to https://donboscosalesianportal.org.

2.) The province leaders of the groups of the Salesian Family
will encourage all their members to participate in the Salesian
Family Spirituality Days, January 13-16, 2022. The theme of the
spirituality days will be the Strenna: “Do all through love,
nothing through constraint” (St. Francis de Sales). Especially
during this coming anniversary year of the death of St. Francis
de Sales, the Salesian Family Provincial Council will support
the work of the North American Salesian Network (NASN), and
we encourage our members to take advantage of common
resources and shared projects as they develop throughout the
year.

3.) The province leaders of the Salesian Family will make efforts
“to strengthen the sense of belonging, fostering a direct and
practical knowledge of the various different groups of the
Family and appreciation of their specific identity” (Charter of
Charismatic Identity, 46.2). This may be done by:

Designed by Salesian Society, Inc.

“The just shall flourish like the palm-tree” (Ps. 92:12). Thus does
Holy Church make us sing on every feast-day of Her saintly
Confessors; but as the palm-tree has a great variety of
special properties beyond all other plants—of which,
indeed, it is the prince and king, as much on account of its
beauty as of the excellence of its fruit—so there are also
many varieties of justice… Every just man has the robe of
justice which descends to his feet, that is to say, all the
faculties and powers of his soul are covered with justice,
and its interior and exterior represent justice itself, being
just in all their impulses and in all their actions, internal as
well as external. Yet, nevertheless, we must admit that each
robe is embroidered with different beautiful varieties of
flowers…

This being presupposed, I will introduce my subject by
observing that the palm-tree, among a great number of
peculiar properties, has three special ones, which also

4.) The province leaders of each group of the Salesian
Family will imitate Don Bosco, responding to the search of
young people for meaningful accompaniment (Christus Vivit
26). Salesian accompaniment is more a lifestyle and manner
of interpersonal relationships and less a pastoral action or
service. The province leaders will model Salesian
accompaniment with local groups and local leaders.

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/calendar/
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International Conference on 
Fr. Paolo Albera

FROM AGENZIA INFO SALESIANA (ANS)

belong in a remarkable manner to the Saint whose Feast we are
keeping; that Saint of whom HoIy Church bids us say that he is
like to the palm tree. Oh, what a great saint is the glorious St.
Joseph! He is not only a Patriarch, but the chief and leader of
Patriarchs; he is not simply a Confessor, but more than a
Confessor, for in him are enshrined the worth of Bishops, the
generosity of Martyrs, and of all the other saints. It is,
therefore, with reason that he is compared to the palm, which
is the king of trees, and which has the properties of virginity,
humility, courage, and constancy, in all which virtues the
glorious St. Joseph excelled so greatly. If we may venture to
make comparisons, many would maintain that he surpasses all
the other saints in these three virtues. 

[Let us look at the first of these, St. Joseph’s great
virginity.]

St. Joseph was like the male palm-tree which, though bearing
no fruit, is yet not unfruitful, but has a great share in the fruit
of the female palm [for the male palm does not contribute any
of its substance to the female palm but must, nonetheless, be
planted next to the female palm for, if not, it would remain
barren and produce no fruit]. Not that St. Joseph contributed
anything towards that holy and glorious Fruit, except indeed
the shadow of marriage, which prevented Our Lady from being
exposed to those calumnies and censures which the signs of her
approaching Motherhood would have brought upon her. And
although he contributed nothing of his own, yet he had a great
part in this most holy Fruit of his sacred spouse. She belonged
to him, and was planted close to him, like a glorious palm by
the side of its beloved palm-tree, and, according to the decree of
Divine Providence, could not produce fruit, and must not do so
except under his shadow and in his sight; I mean, under the
shadow of the holy marriage which they had contracted
together, which was unlike the ordinary marriages of this
world, whether in respect of the communication of outward
goods, or the union and conjunction of inward goods.

Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

(ANS — Rome) — On the occasion of the year that the
Rector Major, Fr. Ángel Fernández Artime, has dedicated to
Fr. Paolo Albera—Don Bosco's second Successor at the head
of the Congregation—on the first centenary of his death
(Turin-Valdocco, October 29, 1921), the Salesian Historical
Institute (ISS) and the Salesian Pontifical University (UPS)
have organized an international conference dedicated to
rediscovering and deepening the figure and legacy of
Albera. The conference is scheduled on October 30-31, 2021
at the UPS headquarters and will feature live streaming and
translations into English.

The sessions shall start in the early afternoon of Saturday
(2:00 pm - UTC + 2) with the greetings of the Vicar of the
Rector Major, Fr. Stefano Martoglio, followed by the
introduction of the coordinator, Fr. Francesco Motto,
member of the ISS.

Subsequently Fr. Thomas Anchukandam (ISS Director),
Fr. Stanislav Zimniak, Fr. Francesco Motto, Sr. Grazia
Loparco, FMA, professor at the "Auxilium" Faculty, and
Br. Ariel Fresia—all members of the ISS—shall highlight
different facets of Fr. Albera's life and work: they will
analyze the contexts in which he lived, his commitment to
transmit the charism, the development of the Congregation
during his rectorate, the relationship with the FMA, the
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growth of the missions in America, and much
more. 

After an in-depth study on Fr. Paolo Albera in
the difficult context of the First World War,
the first day will end with an assembly
discussion and a conclusion by Fr. Ivo
Coelho, General Councilor for Formation.

On the second day of the conference, which
will also open at 2 pm (UTC + 1, with the
return to solar time), new authoritative
scholars will deepen other relevant aspects
concerning this fundamental character in the
history of the Congregation and the Salesian
Family: Fr. Joe Boenzi, (professor at the
Dominican School of Philosophy & Theology
in Berkeley, United States), will speak about
Fr. Albera as a formator and Spiritual
Director; Fr. Aldo Giraudo (Professor at
UPS), of his Director's Manual; Sr. Eliane
Petri, FMA (of Auxilium), of the formative
contribution offered to the FMA Institute; Fr.
J. Pudumai Doss (lecturer at “St. Paul's
University” of Ottawa - Canada), on Fr.
Albera and the First Code of Canon Law;
Giovenale Dotta, CSI, (of the Giuseppino
Central Archives of Rome), of the image of Fr
Albera in the Salesian Bulletin; Br. Paolo
Vaschetto, SDB, (of UPS), of the photographs
relating to the Second Successor of Don
Bosco; finally, Fr. Petr Zelinka (from the
Salesian Central Archives), will deal with the
sources about Fr Albera.

After the usual discussion, the conclusions
will be entrusted to the historian Andrea
Riccardi, professor emeritus of the "Roma
Tre" University, with final greetings from Fr.
Andrea Bozzolo, Rector Magnificus of the
UPS.

FMA of Mornese: St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello
COMPILED BY SR. JUDITH SUPRYS, FMA

Photo by www.sdb.org

St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello,
together with St. John Bosco, co-founded
the Institute of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians.

Early Life
Mary Domenica was born into a peasant
farming family on May 9, 1837, in
Mornese (Italy). Gifted with uncommon
good health and physical strength, she
worked in the fields and vineyards with
her father, Joseph. At home, she helped
her mother, Maddalena, run the house
and take care of the children. Her parents
formed her to a profound sense of God, an
upright conscience, a marked practical
sense, and depth of judgment.

In 1855, she joined the Pious Union of the
Daughters of Mary Immaculate, which
aimed to bring God back to home and
state and promote love for the Church and
the Pope through the good example of

frequenting the Sacraments,
loving Christ in His Passion,
and being tenderly devoted to
the Blessed Virgin Mary. In
1860, the town of Mornese was
struck by typhoid fever. Fr.
Domenico Pestarino, Mary’s
confessor, suggested that she
take care of relatives who were
very ill with the fever. Mary
accepted, although she knew
that she herself would become a
victim. Seriously ill from the
disease, she recovered, losing
the physical strength that she
enjoyed before. She was no
longer able to do farm work.
Later, in a mysterious vision,
she saw a large building with
lots of girls running around in a
playground, and heard a voice
saying to her: “I entrust them
to you.”
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The Workroom
No longer able to work in the fields, under
Divine Inspiration, she determined to learn
the skill of a dressmaker. She involved her
friend, Petronilla, in her project to teach poor
girls not only to sew, but also and above all to
know how to love God. Together they opened
a sewing workroom for the education of the
girls of the town.

In 1862, Don Pestarino met with St. John
Bosco. Moved by the work Don Bosco was
doing for abandoned boys, he became a
Salesian priest. Through Don Pestarino who
had spoken to him of the Daughters of Mary
Immaculate, Don Bosco sent Mary and
Petronilla a note which changed their lives
and the way they did things: “Pray certainly,
but do as much good as you can, especially to the
young, and do all you can to prevent sin.” 

A little while later circumstances led Mary
and Petronilla to establish a boarding place
for two little girls without a stable family. She
and Petronilla cared for them like tender
mothers. 

When Mardi Gras and Carnival loomed on
the calendar, with Don Bosco’s exhortation in
mind, Mary devised celebratory Sunday
gatherings at her workroom for the girls of
the town. During the month of May besides
honoring Our Lady, Mary started a Sunday
“festive oratory” (Youth Group) with games
and fun, catechism, prayer, and Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. The girls enjoyed
these gatherings so much they thought of
“nothing else but Sunday the whole week
through and became better behaved and
pious.”

In 1864, on the occasion of an autumn

Photo by www.sdb.org

excursion, Don Bosco arrived in Mornese
from Turin with 100 boys. He approved
Fr. Pestarino’s plan to open a school for
the boys of the town and of the
surrounding areas. On that occasion,
Mary Domenica perceived that she was in
the presence of a saint and said: “Don
Bosco is a saint, and I feel it.”

The Institute of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians
Pope Pius IX encouraged Don Bosco to do
for girls what he was doing for boys. For
years, Don Bosco had been pondering in
his heart the project of founding a female
institute that could parallel his work for
boys. With the wise collaboration of Don
Pestarino, he chose the first foundation
stones of the future Institute from among
the Daughters of the Immaculate. They
would live in the newly built school in
Mornese. On August 5, 1872, the first
eleven young women made their religious
profession in the hands of the Bishop of
Acqui, Bp. Giuseppe Sciandra, in the
presence of Don Bosco. The Institute,
called Daughters of Mary Help of

Christians, grew rapidly. Sr.
Mary Mazzarello as the
Superior proved to be a skilled
formator and teacher of the
spiritual life. She had the gift of
discernment, a strong
educational ability, serene and
reassuring cheerfulness, and the
art of involving other young
women in the commitment to
dedicate themselves to the
promotion of young women so
that they could be good
Christians and honest citizens
in the family, in the Church,
and in society. In 1877, sharing
the missionary ardor of the
Salesian confreres, six
Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians left for the missions
and founded the first house in
Uruguay, which in a year’s time
was followed by the
establishment of houses in
Argentina. In 1879, the
Motherhouse was transferred
from Mornese to Nizza
Monferrato, which was more
geographically accessible than
Mornese.

At 44 years of age, Sr. Mary
Mazzarello contracted a severe
form of pleurisy pneumonia,
and died on May 14, 1881 in
Nizza Monferrato. She was
beatified November 20, 1938
and canonized as a saint June
24, 1951.
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Rector Major’s Vision for the Salesian Family 2021-2026

Having served the past 15 years in Southern Africa, Fr. Sean has recently been assigned to serve in St. Benedict's Parish in Etobicoke, Ontario and offer missionary animation to the 
Salesian Family in Canada and the Province.

Photo by Fr. Sean McEwen, SDB

#7: It is time for greater generosity in the Congregation. A universal and missionary
Congregation

BY FR. SEAN MCEWEN, SDB

I distinctly remember when I was quite young as I listened to
stories from one of my great aunts (my grandmother’s sibling),
who was a religious Sister with a French congregation. For
many years, she served as a missionary in South America, and I
can recall being fascinated with the stories of adventure,
service, and work that she recounted while in the missions. I
suspect it was probably the first time I was introduced to the
notion of “mission,” and I am also quite certain I had no idea of
the implications this term is meant to have on the life of the
faithful. For myself, her experience was simply one of those
things that remained with me, and I believe in some way
influenced my own missionary vocation as a Salesian Priest.

Growing up just outside of Halifax, Nova Scotia, I was blessed
with a great family who lived in the faith, and I had a great
group of friends with whom I journeyed through school from
the time of elementary straight through to University. During
this latter part of my education, while many of my companions

were settling on their career choices, I found myself being
led in a different direction. I noticed that, for many of my
friends, the practice of the faith was not a priority, but I felt
a call to grow deeper in mine. I also began to recognize the
desire to combine my growing faith with acts of service.

In retrospect, I believe that I began to understand that by
virtue of our baptism, we are members of the Church
because we are the Church. As such, we share in her
mission to “share in the communion between the Father
and the Son in their Spirit of love” (CCC). As we are each
called individually, we are therefore invited to respond to
this call to mission, to spread the good news, and to
announce, bear witness, make present, and spread the
mystery of this communion of the Holy Trinity. 

Having received some spiritual direction from my parish
priest, I decided I would seek an opportunity to lay aside
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“Quo Vadis?” St. Peter’s Call to
Martyrdom in Rome
Originally published on

www.catholicexchange.com, 06/29/21
BY MICHELE CHRONISTER

my career plans for the moment, and offer a year of my life as a
volunteer. It was at this point that I came to know the Salesians
and Don Bosco through the Salesian Lay Missioner Programme
(SLM), and it was a decision that impacted my life in the most
profound way. I was sent to Sierra Leone, West Africa, where I
stayed for a year and a half. At the time, the country was
embattled in a war of sorts, being plagued by violence from a
powerful rebel group. Although there was intense poverty and
too many challenges to list, the many young people whom the
mission served were always able to find joy in life. Following
the experience and having returned home, the desire to serve
again in this way continued to grow and I offered myself once
again. This time, however, I was sent to a small rural village in
Bolivia, South America. Once again, the experience proved to
be incredibly fulfilling and I found myself beginning to be open
to the Holy Spirit in a different way, a way that drew me deeper
into my relationship with the Lord, a way that led me to trust, a
way that led me to discern my vocation to religious life. 

In the Gospel of Luke, the concepts of relationship and trust are
presented when Christ gives his apostles the authority to cure
diseases, proclaim the kingdom, and heal the sick. It is interesting to
note, however, that he didn’t offer them anything special to
assist them in these tasks, he didn’t offer them anything other
than what they already had. In fact, he told them to take
nothing for the journey. But neither did Jesus set any
expectations or results that they had to achieve. He even said if
they were rejected to simply keep moving on for the journey
(the mission), they embarked on with much trust, was not
about success or failure, but rather it was about being faithful to
Him. It was about their relationship with Him. It was about
being convinced of God’s love and subsequently living their
lives knowing this love and proclaiming it. 

Shortly before I embarked on my first experience as an SLM, I
was filled with much excitement but also a healthy amount of
anxiety. In this sense, I was not sure what I would exactly be
doing, if I would be qualified enough, if I would be successful in
my assignment or not. However, this worry subsided when a
Salesian Sister offered some very simple advice, which was that
regardless of what I would be assigned to do, I need only
remember one thing, my mission is simply to be Christ for the

image: Bronze door with the image of the life of St. Peter: “Domine, Quo Vadis?,” basilica of Saint Paul
Outside the Walls (Rome) by Zvonimir Atletic / Shutterstock.com

Two summers ago, we took a trip to Italy, and, after
emerging from the Catacombs, we stumbled onto the Quo
Vadis church. “Quo Vadis?” (“Where are you going?”) refers
to a story about St. Peter, passed down through pious
tradition. 

young. In these few words, I understood that I then only
needed to continue to foster my relationship with the Lord,
to continue to grow in my faith, to be a sign and witness.
That was the greatest service I could be in our universal
mission to be missionaries.

Our Rector Major has noted that it is the time for
generosity in the Salesian Family, which is, by its nature,
missionary. He has reminded us all that God continues to
call us as members of the Salesian Family to be signs and
witnesses of His saving love, especially for the poorest
young people. This is a task, a challenge that each of us has
the ability, and responsibility to respond to in our various
states of life and vocations. It is the call that as members of
the Church, as members of the Salesian Family, we share in
Her mission.

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/rome-italy-september-05-bronze-door-603805283
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Christ appearing to Peter on Via Appia by Annabel Carracci 
(c. 1602, Public Domain)

The Ardent Apostle
What shines through as the most defining
characteristic of Peter, though, is that he
is all in. When Peter puts his hand to the
plough, he does his best to not look back.
And if he does look back, he is quick to
repent and try again.

Stumbling Towards Christ
Returning back to the “quo vadis” story, we
can see how both Peter’s ardor and
“relatableness” come shining through.
First, Peter thinks that fleeing Rome and
persisting in his ministry (outside of the
city) is the right thing to do—and he
confidently goes in that direction. But,
when confronted with the lovable Jesus,
he turns back to Rome with equal
confidence, even though it means certain
suffering and death. 

What is it that brings about this response
in Peter? What is it about Christ that

In this story, Peter is fleeing Rome, where
persecution is rampant. As he walks down the
road that leads out of Rome, he encounters
Christ…walking on the same road, but
towards Rome. Surprised by this encounter,
Peter asks Jesus, “Quo Vadis?” Wearily, Jesus
looks at Peter and tells him, “I am going to
Rome to be crucified again.”

The Relatable Apostle
I have always loved Peter’s “cringe-
worthiness.” We’ve all had those moments in
life when we say something we later regret
and end up replaying it in our heads, over and
over again. I love that Peter has so many of
these moments in the Gospels (and must have
had even more in his lifetime). Peter says the
first thing he is thinking, for better or worse.
He acts impetuously, but with conviction (like
cutting off the ear of a man in Gethsemane).
He does what he thinks is right, and he does it
with a passion.

All of us can relate to these sorts of moments
—moments when we are convinced that we
have the right response to a situation, the
perfect explanation in a disagreement, or the
most soothing words in a tough moment.
Unfortunately, we’re often wrong, just as
Peter was.

The difference is in our response. Do we
respond the way Peter does when we are
wrong?

Peter is almost embarrassingly humble. As
quickly as he errs, he repents. When he is
wrong, he readily admits it. When an apology
is needed, he offers it wholeheartedly. And
when he learns the way he should go, he
heads running in that direction. 

makes Peter so passionately,
humbly, change his plans? For
Peter, love makes all the
difference.

An attitude that I have often
encountered in online Catholic
circles is one of fearful
obedience. Although it is good
to obey the commandments and
precepts of the Church, the gift
of the incarnation is that we are
invited to an encounter of God
made man, and to loving
relationship with him. The gift
of our filial relationship to God
the Father is at the root of our
existence, a solace and point of
strength. But through the
incarnation, we are invited to
not only be his children, but
also a member of the Church,
the bride of the Son. I have been
married for nearly 12 years, and
my husband and I don’t “obey”
each other in the way we would
our parents. Our love is
different from the love between
parent and child. The deeper we
grow in our union, the more we
desire what the other desires.
What motivates us is an ardent
love for the other.

It is only an ardent love for
another that could drive
someone to martyrdom. This
kind of love is less of a
reflection on the perfection of
Peter and more a reflection of
the authenticity of his

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Domine,_quo_vadis.jpg
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Fr. Eusebio Muñoz, SDB, Has Returned
to the Father's House

Originally published on www.infoans.org,
09/02/21

Photo by www.infoans.org

encounter with Jesus. If you have ever had a moment in prayer
—after Communion, during adoration, or some other time—
when you have briefly glimpsed the lovable gentleness of Jesus,
when you have briefly been pierced by his gaze, then you will
understand what it is that made Peter behave with the
boldness, conviction, and love that he did. But the beauty of
Peter is that…he wasn’t all that different from us. He made an
awful lot of mistakes. He was a sinner. He was often
inarticulate. He didn’t always know the right thing to do. But
despite all of that, Jesus pierced his heart with that gaze of
gentleness and love, and Peter let that change him. 

The Universal Call to Holiness
All of us are familiar with the experience of trying to respond to
God’s will for our lives, being met with suffering and wanting
to rapidly retreat. What can we do to be more like Peter?

Holiness is less about us, and more about letting God work in
us. Becoming more like Peter does not require greater strength
of will, more courage, or more discipline. Becoming more like
Peter means looking for and receiving the loving gaze of Jesus
in our lives. His gaze towards us is irresistible. He doesn’t need
to utter a word to draw us after him. 

We can’t earn our way to heaven. We can’t live holy lives apart
from his grace and love. And we can’t face the hard things
without seeking out and resting in the irresistible, lovable gaze
of Jesus. With our eyes fixed on him, we, too, can turn back to
face whatever cross he asks us to bear. Like Peter, we never bear
it alone. 

Photo courtesy of Canva Pro

(ANS - Rome) – Fr. Eusebio Muñoz, SDB, passed away at
noon on September 1, 2021, at the "San Carlos" Clinical
Hospital in Madrid. He was the Director of the Salesian
Mission Office in Madrid and the former Central Delegate
of the Rector Major for the Secretariat of the Salesian
Family. After defeating Covid-19 a few months ago, he
suffered a stroke and developed a subsequent infection,
which ultimately led to his death. With 76 years of age, 59
years of Salesian life, and 49 years of priesthood, a
Salesian with a capital "S" has left us. He was a man
endowed with an overwhelming personality and great
intelligence, who was and remains loved as a father from
the many people lucky enough to have lived with him.

Fr. Muñoz was born on December 26, 1944, in
Pozoblanco, a Spanish town near Córdoba, where the
Salesian charism has ancient roots and which penetrated
deeply into the soul of the young Eusebio.

Click here to read more.

https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/13544-rmg-fr-eusebio-munoz-sdb-has-returns-to-the-father-s-house
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Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMAs) Hold General Chapter XXIV
COMPILED BY SR. DENISE SICKINGER, FMA AND JULIA ST. CLAIR

Sr. Michelle Geiger and a student
Photo by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

The FMAs express the vitality and expansion of the
Salesian charism across the globe. Additionally, the theme
of XXIV General Chapter makes explicit the objective that
the FMA Institute proposes: to awaken the original
freshness of the vocational fruitfulness of the FMA
Institute. At the General Chapter, after identifying the
guidelines for the 2021-2027 term, a week will be dedicated
to discernment and invocation of the Holy Spirit for the
election of the new Mother General and the members of the
General Council. 

"It is important for us that it takes place in presence as
being there allows to increase the relationship, the
knowledge among the FMA who participate, to walk
together and to foster communion," Mother General
observed. "It is an experience of faith and continuous
discernment, to listen with a free and available heart to the
calls of God present in history ... We feel the responsibility
to build with young people the basis of the world of
tomorrow."

in Africa, 628 in 26 countries;
in America, 3,366 in 23 countries;
in Asia, 2,886 in 22 countries;
in Europe, 4,597 in 22 countries; and
in Oceania, 58 in four countries.

The XXIV General Chapter of the FMA Institute began on
Friday, September 17 and will continue through Sunday,
October 24. The Chapter's theme is, "Do whatever He tells you"
(Jn. 2,5) - Communities that generate life in the heart of
contemporaneity."

We pray for all our Sisters, including those among the 172
participants in the Chapter. They will be witnesses to the
charismatic journey of the 11,535 FMAs who, in the style of Don
Bosco's Preventive System, remain committed to the
educational, communicative, and evangelizing mission
throughout the world.

As of December 31, 2020, the FMAs are present in 97 countries:
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Marian Shrine to Welcome Pilgrim
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima

On Saturday, October 7, the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima Statue will be at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point,
NY. Eucharistic Adoration will begin at 1:30 PM ET at the
Mary Help of Christians Outdoor Altar. During the
Eucharistic Procession, the Our Lady of the Rosary Statue
(the Shrine's 45 ft. high Madonna, the largest statue of
Mary in the USA) will be moved to where attendees will
recite the Rosary.

For more information, email Fr. Steve Shafran, SDB at
s.shafran@marianshrine.org.

Voting for Mother General will take place from Tuesday,
October 5 through Sunday, October 10. Mother General Yvonne
Reungoat has been in office for 13 years, which have been made
up of two six-year terms plus an extraordinary year due to the
postponement of the General Chapter due to the pandemic.
Please keep Mother General Yvonne Reungoat, the future
Mother General, and all of the FMAs in your prayers during
this exciting time.

To participate in General Chapter XXIV online, please visit:

-      The institutional website of the FMA Institute;
-      Facebook; and/or
-      The shared space to download the materials.

Official photo for General Chapter XXIV
Photo by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

General Chapter XXIV in Rome, Monday, September 27
Photo by Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice - Salesiane di Don Bosco

mailto:s.shafran@marianshrine.org
https://www.cgfmanet.org/
https://www.facebook.com/salesian.sisters.of.don.bosco
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1awnzsMwSk9PlgYjh8Pk0mVuYy7M9u02p
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We're excited to announce a new formation series! Click here or on the image above to participate with us this month. 

Please also join us for a monthly ongoing formation opportunity for all in our Salesian Family of North America called
Living the Joys of Love in Marriage and Family Series. The next session will take place on Sunday, October 24 at 4:00 PM ET,
and Fr. John Puntino, SDB will lead us through Chapter 1 of Amoris Laetitia (The Family in the light of God’s Word). 

On Friday, November 5, Judy and Mike Alvarez (Salesian Cooperators) will reflect with us on Chapter 2 of Amoris Laetitia (Family
is the mirror of God’s love).  Please spread the word among your faculties, collaborators, families, and fellow Salesian Family
members, and be sure to read each chapter of Amoris Laetitia before the session!

All the information for future sessions and the necessary link will always be found on our Portal's homepage and in Salesian
Family Snippets. If someone you know does not receive Snippets and wishes to do so, please have them register here. In addition, if
anyone would like to sign up to receive reminder emails before each of the sessions takes place, please contact  Sr. Denise
Sickinger, FMA at Sisterdenise2431@gmail.com or Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB tdunnesdb@aol.com.

Explore New Formation Series and the Next Living the Joys of Love in Marriage
and Family Series Session 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__donboscosalesianportal.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZmhFWE-duzg2jw6RG8ZEgVESKmJKwf-ngXoKzWuI6do&m=rjviOg8k0_bI0_2PwPTnVDVYoEHq-8mPAcFf6zSAIec&s=pMCxJ8jP5HQjnV2AZcql0LklITPXL2-aiJV5h87yBBA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__donboscosalesianportal.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZmhFWE-duzg2jw6RG8ZEgVESKmJKwf-ngXoKzWuI6do&m=rjviOg8k0_bI0_2PwPTnVDVYoEHq-8mPAcFf6zSAIec&s=pMCxJ8jP5HQjnV2AZcql0LklITPXL2-aiJV5h87yBBA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__salesians.us16.list-2Dmanage.com_subscribe-3Fu-3D187f54cc4d434294c774bd3ca-26id-3Df3d4752c2e&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZmhFWE-duzg2jw6RG8ZEgVESKmJKwf-ngXoKzWuI6do&m=rjviOg8k0_bI0_2PwPTnVDVYoEHq-8mPAcFf6zSAIec&s=mzBg1CwxC2ZPFskltUHgflgWUFLj67UIDxZig1PQ54Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__salesians.us16.list-2Dmanage.com_subscribe-3Fu-3D187f54cc4d434294c774bd3ca-26id-3Df3d4752c2e&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZmhFWE-duzg2jw6RG8ZEgVESKmJKwf-ngXoKzWuI6do&m=rjviOg8k0_bI0_2PwPTnVDVYoEHq-8mPAcFf6zSAIec&s=mzBg1CwxC2ZPFskltUHgflgWUFLj67UIDxZig1PQ54Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__salesians.us16.list-2Dmanage.com_subscribe-3Fu-3D187f54cc4d434294c774bd3ca-26id-3Df3d4752c2e&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ZmhFWE-duzg2jw6RG8ZEgVESKmJKwf-ngXoKzWuI6do&m=rjviOg8k0_bI0_2PwPTnVDVYoEHq-8mPAcFf6zSAIec&s=mzBg1CwxC2ZPFskltUHgflgWUFLj67UIDxZig1PQ54Y&e=
mailto:Sisterdenise2431@gmail.com
mailto:tdunnesdb@aol.com
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/registration-for-salesian-family-watch-parties-amoris-laetitia-sharing/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/registration-for-salesian-family-watch-parties-amoris-laetitia-sharing/
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Rise Up! Lowly but Chosen, a mini-conference for youth and
young adults (14-22), will take place on Saturday, October 23
from 6:00 to 9:00 PM ET at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point,
NY. The event will be hosted in the Youth Center Gym, and the
evening will have uplifting spiritual music with a live band,
testimonies, and motivational speakers, as well as Adoration
and opportunity for confession. 

This event is $20.00 per person. You can register and pay at
www.marianshrine.org with a "hot button" that will take the
young people through the process or a group leader.

If you have any questions or need additional information,
please email Fr. Steve Shafran, SDB at
s.shafran@marianshrine.org.

DiBosco Coffee, located in Chiang Mai, Thailand, is an
initiative launched by Mr. Phaisan, who graduated from
Don Bosco Technical School in Bangkok 20 years ago. Since
then, Phaisan has focused his life on the three things he
loves most—coffee, serving the poor, and supporting Don
Bosco initiatives. Today, Phaisan is operating DiBosco
Coffee in an effort to help youth in need. 

DiBosco Coffee offers short courses that train youth in
coffee production and then employs successful graduates in
the business. Di Bosco Coffee specialists offer and pay a fair
price to the local farmers, who in turn also roast it locally
before distributing it to well over 250 indie coffee shops in
Asia. Peter Kováč, a Salesian past pupil, is the co-founder of
the DiBosco Coffee Project and engaged in seeing the
business grow, with the aim of creating a network within
the Past Pupils association—between producers and
consumers.

To receive information when Di BOSCo Coffee and
Chocolate are available in the US and/or to get involved
with the Di BOSCo Project, please email Sr. Denise
Sickinger, FMA at Sisterdenise2431@gmail.com and/or Fr.
Tom Dunne, SDB tdunnesdb@aol.com.

Rise Up! in Stony Point

Designed by Fr. Steve Shafran, SDB

Why Di BOSCo Coffee (and Chocolate)?

mailto:s.shafran@marianshrine.org
mailto:Sisterdenise2431@gmail.com
mailto:tdunnesdb@aol.com
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"The future is the
Salesian Family."

- Mother Yvonne Reungoat, FMA

Maria  Auxilium Christianorum, ora pro
nobis!

Fr. Anthony (Tony)
D’Angelo, SDB

Photo by Mary Help of
Christians Center Tampa, FL

"Let’s go on as we have done so far and leave
everything in God’s Hands. He will let us

know when to change course."
- St. John Bosco

Ángel Fernández
Fernández

Photo by Agenzia Info
Salesiana (ANS)

Fr. Eusebio 
Muñoz, SDB

Photo by Agenzia Info
Salesiana (ANS)

Sr. Carmen Pena,
FMA

Photo by Salesian Sisters

https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/13544-rmg-fr-eusebio-munoz-sdb-has-returns-to-the-father-s-house
https://www.dosp.org/reverend-antonino-tony-dangelo-s-d-b/
https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/news/item/13643-rmg-rest-in-peace-mr-angel-fernandez-fernandez-heartfelt-condolences-to-the-rector-major
https://www.facebook.com/Salesian.Sister/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/donboscosalesianportal
https://twitter.com/donboscoportal
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonboscosalesianportalOrg

