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Letter of the Rector Major

DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO
Prot. n. 87/1107
THE RECTOR MAJOR
In its Instruction Calendaria Particularia of June 24, 1970, the Congregation of Divine
Worship invited religious families to revise the calendars and texts of their proper Masses
and Offices ‘so as to honor in a special way their own particular saints’ (n. 1).
These recommendations were expanded in greater detail by the same Congregation in the
circular letter Novo Calendario of February 1974, and accordingly the Society of St Francis
de Sales drew up its own Proprium, which received the approval of the Congregation for
Divine Worship on March 30, 1974.
The Salesian Calendar has been gradually extended by the addition of new memorials, and
some celebrations have been assigned to more suitable dates. This development has called for
a more complete revision so as to conform in manner and content to the requirements of
renewal in St John Bosco's Salesian Family.
The Commission I set up for this purpose has labored long and painstakingly and has
prepared new prayer texts, made alterations to existing ones and revised and enlarged the
choice of scripture readings. The whole work was then examined by various specialists of
our Religious Family; it was further revised by the Rector Major and his Council and finally
presented to the Congregation for Divine Worship for approval. Official approbation was
given on July 20, 1989 and April 6, 1990.
The text I now promulgate contains certain important innovations not found in the preceding
official edition of 1974.
1. The Proper Missal of the Salesian Family indicates the many different groups for whom
the publication is intended:
• the Society of St Francis de Sales;
• the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians;
• the Secular Institute of the Don Bosco Volunteers;
• the Salesian Cooperators and all the Institutes of Consecrated Life in the Salesian Family
who have asked, or may ask, to use this Proprium [v. Declaration of the Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, November 7, 1989, prot.
22475189.]
2. In accordance with the liturgical reform carried out by the Church, this Proper Missal
of the Salesian Family is divided into two volumes: they evidence the presence of Christ in
his Word and in the Bread of Life, and the significance of these two tables through which the
Church, in the Word of God, celebrates the sacred mysteries for the salvation of the world.
3. The formularies are complete and are characterized by an abundance of prayers and
texts that express the charisma of Don Bosco's Salesian Family and the various spiritual
stances stemming therefrom and following the example of our holy Founder.
4. Another novelty is the ample Appendix which contains
— the Eucharistic Prayers for Masses with Children,
— the new formularies for Masses for various circumstances of the Salesian mission,
— the Votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary Help of Christians.
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The new Missal thus provides a means for worthy celebration of the prolific ecclesial
charism we have received; it will help us live the Gospel more fully in the company of Don
Bosco and in the midst of the young and the general populace; and it will assist us to follow
in the steps of those ‘models’ who reflect the particular kind of sanctity that always guides
and directs us to our all-holy and heavenly Father.
It is thus a means by which the celebration of the memorial of Christ's Passover will be a
living reminder to us of the holiness of our Family [v. Rom 11 16: If the root is holy, so are
the branches] and a spur to continue our commitment to it in the liturgy of life.
The present Proprium replaces the former edition of 1974.
Its use becomes official in the family as soon as it has been published in the various
languages and after the approval by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline
of the Sacraments.
The Latin text is published in a separate edition.
I call on the Most Holy Trinity, Mary Help of Christians, Mother of God and the Church,
and our Saints and Blesseds to help all the members of the Salesian Family, (so ‘beloved by
God and called to be saints’ Rom 12, 7) to ponder and use these liturgical texts hereby
promulgated, and to be moved by the Spirit to make of their whole lives a ‘spiritual worship
[Rom 12 1] in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God he Father through him’ (Col
3 17).
Father Egidio Viganó
Rector Major
Rome January 31, 1990
Solemnity of St John Bosco
Father and teacher of youth
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Congregation for Divine Worship

CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP AND THE DISCIPLINE OF THE
SACRAMENTS
At the request of the Very Reverend Fr. Egidio Viganó, Rector Major of the Society of
St. Francis de Sales, by a letter on February 4, 1992, in virtue of the faculties granted to this
Congregation by the Supreme Pontiff JOHN PAUL II, we willingly approve and confirm the
text of the Missal proper to the same Society drawn up in Italian as presented in the attached
copy.
When the text is printed, this Decree, by which the Apostolic See grants the requested
confirmation, is to be inserted in full. In addition, two copies of the printed text are to be sent
to this Congregation.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
From the Offices of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, this 20th day of July 1989.
Anthony M. Cardinal Javierre
Prefect
Gerard M Agnelo
Archbishop, Secretary
At the request of the Very Reverend Mother Marinella Castagno, Mother General of the
Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, by a letter on July 22, 1989, in virtue
of the faculties granted to this Congregation by the Supreme Pontiff JOHN PAUL II, we
willingly approve and confirm that in eucharists celebrated in the churches of the Institute
they may use the same Missal proper to the Society of St. Francis de Sales, confirmed by this
Apostolic See on July 20, 1989.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
From the Offices of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, this 24th day of July 1989.
Edward Card. Martinez
Prefect
Peter Tena
Undersecretary
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INTRODUCTION
SANCTITY IN THE HISTORY OF SALVATION
Holiness an element

All are called to
holiness

1. In his plan of salvation God the Father has created all things
of the Covenant to pour out his love on all his creatures.1 He
formed man in his own likeness and set him over the whole
world. In the fullness of time he sent his only Son to recall his
creatures to their first innocence.2 Wonderful was the work
performed by Christ in the paschal mystery: he has freed the
people of the new covenant from the slavery of sin and death and
called them to the glory that has made them a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a people set apart.3 In this work the Holy Spirit, the
Sanctifier, leads believers to the fullness of truth and life, and
supports them so that, having become adopted children in Christ,4
they may be able to bring to fulfillment the paschal mystery in
their own lives.
2. Called to be holy because God is holy,5 the faithful respond
to the divine will that they should reach the full knowledge of the
truth (1 Tim 2,4). They strive to fulfill their baptismal obligation
which has constituted them sons of God and partakers of the
divine nature, and so truly sanctified.6 Being ever more likened to
Christ through the renewed gift of the Spirit in Confirmation, and
given new life in their covenant with God through their sharing in
the Eucharist, the Passover of Christ, and their membership of the
Church, the faithful receive through Reconciliation and the other
sacraments nourishment and support for their pilgrimage of
holiness towards the Easter that lasts for ever.

1

Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer 4.
Ibid. Preface of Virgins and Religious.
3
Cf. ibid. Preface of Sundays in ordinary time I.
4
Ibid. Preface of the Holy Spirit.
5
”Be holy; for I the Lord your God am holy” (Lev 19,2).
6
VATICAN COUNCIL II, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, n. 40.
2
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Holiness in the life

Holiness in the
Salesian Family

3. In this way God the Father keeps the Church always of the
Church creative, and furthermore shows his love for her through the
faith witness of the saints,7 especially the Blessed and ever Virgin
Mary; by their example and intercession they sustain the faith, hope
and charity of all who are still on their pilgrimage, so that God may
be all in all (1 Cor 15,28). Christ, the Son of God, whom with the
Father and the Spirit the Church proclaims the only Holy One,8
loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her to make her holy
and faultless (Eph 5,25.27). The Spirit too gives life to the Body of
Christ which is the Church, so that she may receive him as the
Spirit of holiness (Rom 1,4); with him can be realized the kingdom
of truth and life, the kingdom of holiness and grace;9 and in him all
the faithful, freed from the slavery of corruption, can enter into the
same glorious freedom of the children of God (Rom 8,21).
4. As a living part of the People of God, the Salesian Family, too,
gladly accepts this call to holiness. By the grace of the Father, who
consecrates us with the gift of his Spirit, the Salesians find their
way to their particular kind of holiness by striving to be Church
members who are signs and bearers of God's love for the young.10
Sharing intimately in the Lord's Passover, the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians live with faith the mystery of the Cross, the fount
of grace and true freedom, so as to witness and express the Father's
caring love ‘in work for the evangelization of the young’,10
accompanying them on the path to holiness.11
Following Jesus Christ, the perfect Man, sent by the Father to serve
men in the world, the Cooperators put into practice in their ordinary
life-situations, the Gospel ideal of love of God and neighbor by
infusing culture and social life with the leaven of the Christian spirit
and by giving special attention everywhere to young people in
need.12
In a life style that emphasizes the mystery of the Word made Flesh,
who assumed human nature to redeem creation and lead it back to
the Father, the Don Bosco Volunteers aspire to live a consecrated
secular life according to the Salesian ethos, so as to become living
signs of the love of Christ in the spirit of the Beatitudes, and to be
throughout the world witnesses and prophets of salvation.13

7

Roman Missal, Preface of Saints
Ibid. Order of Mass: Glory to God in the highest.
9
Ibid., Solemnity of Christ the King: Preface.
10
SDB Constitutions, 3 and 2.
11
FMA Constitutions 46, 1, 5.
12
Salesian Cooperators' RAL 7, 12.
13
DBV Constitutions, 2, 8.
6
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Finally, all others who under various titles claim membership of the
Salesian Family, fulfill their own Christian and religious vocation
by expressing the communion of the various charisms and
ministries in the service of God's holy people, in an aura of
distinctive spirituality, and by working in many different ways for
the salvation of the young.14

DEVOTION TO THE SAINTS IN THE CHURCH
The Saints: a sign
5. Every time the Church celebrates the memorial of the Lord's
of the holiness of God Pasch, she proclaims the holiness of God especially in the triple
acclamation to which every act of thanksgiving ultimately leads:
'Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of all creation',15 'who was and who is
and who is to come' (Rev 4,8). But the Church also recognizes as
holy those who, in response to the love of God which has been
poured into their hearts by the Holy Spirit,16 have lived not for
themselves but for the crucified and risen Lord, and so prolonged in
the world his living and life-giving presence. Thus the Church in
the course of the liturgical year revives the memory of the martyrs
and other saints. Perfected by the manifold grace of God and
already in possession of eternal salvation, they sing God's perfect
praise in heaven and intercede for us.17 In celebrating their memory
we are inspired by their witness and helped by their fraternal
prayers18 on our pilgrimage of faith towards the eternal Paschal
feast where after death we shall share the same crown of glory.
Proper of the Saints
— in the Church

6. From ancient times every local Church, responding to the call to
holiness, has had its own list of Saints; its members come
together to revive their memory in the celebration of the
Eucharist, especially on their dies natalis, i.e., the day when
they were born into the fullness of life that has no end. In this
way a cycle of solemnities, feasts and memorials has evolved
(the so-called ‘Proper of the Saints’), which parallels the
celebration of the paschal mystery in its yearly, weekly and
daily rhythm (‘Proper of the Time’). This it effects in such a
way as to direct the minds of the faithful primarily towards
the feasts of the Lord in which the mysteries of salvation are
celebrated.19

14

Cf. SDB Constitutions, 5.
Cf. Roman Missal: conclusion of every preface; cf. Is 6,3.
16
Cf. Rom 5.5.
17
Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, nn. 102 - 104.
18
Roman Missal, Preface of Saints
19
Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 108.
15
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—in religious
families

—in particular
—
in particular
calendars

7. As the various forms of consecrated life developed, the ideal of
sanctity has increased through widely differing charisms. The
Church has recognized such sanctity by proposing as models those
who have displayed heroism in their fidelity to the Gospel. The
custom of honoring the sacred memory of these brothers and sisters
in the faith gave rise to particular celebrations which, in the course of
time, continue to remind us of their holiness and prompt us to imitate
them. To further the salvation of the young the Holy Spirit raised up
Saint John Bosco, and guided him in giving rise to various apostolic
forces that are today recognized in the Salesian Family. Its purpose
was to continue in the life of the Church an apostolic plan for
holiness especially in the young. In pursuance of this mission a
significant number of men and women have devoted themselves
totally to the ideal of evangelical life.
8. With the publication of the Roman General Calendar,20 the
liturgical year has been arranged in such a way that the two cycles —
the mysteries of the Lord and the saints — are better harmonized.21
For this reason the saints chosen for inclusion in the Calendar are
those of universal importance. To the respective countries, dioceses
and religious families is entrusted the task of honoring those saints
who, because of their teaching or apostolic activity, have occupied
places of importance in their religious situations. The particular
calendars arrange for such celebrations of this kind to be
systematically included in the general cycle.22
THE PROPER CALENDAR OF THE SALESIAN FAMILY

Solemnities and feasts 9. The proper Calendar of the Salesian Family includes solemnities,
feasts, memorials (obligatory and optional), and the commemoration
of deceased confreres. Such celebrations are to be observed by all
who are bound to follow this Calendar.23 Celebrated as solemnities
are the anniversary of the dedication of one's own church,24 the titular
of the church, the principal patron (the Blessed Virgin Mary, Help of
Christians), the founder (St John Bosco) and — for the Institute of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians — the Co-foundress (St Mary
Domenica Mazzarello).
20

Cf. Paul V1, Apostolic Letter Mysterii paschatis February 14, 1969.
Congregation for Divine Worship, Instructio Calendaria particularia, June 24, 1970.
22
Cf. Roman Missal, General norms for the liturgical year and the Calendar, n. 49.
23
Ibid. n. 55.
24
When the exact date of the Dedication and its anniversary is unknown, the celebration takes
place on October 25, as indicated for that day.
21
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If one of these solemnities should be impeded by a liturgical day of
higher rank, or coincide with a Sunday in Advent, Lent or the Paschal
season, it is transferred to the first free day immediately following.
Other celebrations (feasts and memorials) are omitted for that
particular year.25
Celebrated as feasts are the titular and patron of the Salesian Family
(St Francis de Sales), St Mary Domenica Mazzarello and St Dominic
Savio.
The members of the Salesian Family also join with the local Church
in the celebration of the anniversary of the dedication of the cathedral
church and the principal patron of the place and wider territory (such
as the diocese, region, nation, continent) in which they are situated”.26
Memorials

10. The other saints and Blesseds are celebrated as obligatory or
optional memorials. Indeed this is the norm for all celebrations of
Blesseds. Optional memorials allow a choice between the Mass and
Office of the weekday or the saint; thus in no way is there any
interference; they allow the celebration of the liturgical day to be
arranged so as the more easily to meet the spiritual needs, devotion,
degree of preparation and characteristics of those taking part.27 Some
celebrations may be observed with greater solemnity in places more
closely associated with the memory of the saint or Blessed or where
the body is buried.28

25

Roman Missal, General norms for the liturgical year and the Calendar, nn. 60 and 5; and
Decree of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the discipline of the Sacraments (prot.cd
500/89) of April 22, 1990.
26
Congregation for Divine Worship, Instruction Calendaria particularia, n. 16d. This norm is
applied as follows: religious who have their own Calendar can act as follows in respect of the
Calendar of the local Church, diocese, region or nation in which they are situated, for both
the Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours: a) in individual celebrations they can follow either of
the two Calendars; b) in celebrations in common they can follow their own Calendar, but
religious communities who like to insert themselves more deeply in the life and prayer of the
local Church manifest a praiseworthy attitude; c) in celebrations with the people the Calendar
of the place is to be followed.
27
Ibid. n. 24.
28
Cf. Roman Missal, General norms for the liturgical year and the Calendar, nn. 53c,

11

Introduction – Sanctity in the History of Salvation
Salesian Family: Masses for the dead
11. Always and everywhere the Church offer the
eucharistic sacrifice for the living and the dead, so that through the
union of all the faithful with each other in Christ, the dead may be
helped by prayers and the living may be consoled by hope.29
Every Eucharistic Prayer thus contains a Memento for the Dead.30
The union of living wayfarers with those who sleep in the peace of
Christ is in no way interrupted; on the contrary, according to the
enduring faith of the Church, this union is reinforced by an exchange
of spiritual benefits.31
This context of faith enshrines the Salesian Family's traditional
practice of praying for all those who have gone before us with the
sign of faith and sleep in Christ.32
a) On February 1, all the deceased Salesians are remembered, with a
proper liturgical celebration;
b) on May 15, the deceased parents of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians are remembered;
c) on May 25, the deceased Sisters of the Institute of the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians, together with their deceased relations and
benefactors;
d) on November 5, the benefactors and all deceased members of the
Salesian Family;
e) on November 25, the deceased parents of Salesians;
f) Finally, during each annual Retreat the deceased Confreres and
Sisters are remembered.
For these celebrations the various prayers for the dead can be used33
with proper readings, prayers of the faithful, and suitable
recommendations, but only on weekdays in Ordinary Time; otherwise
the Mass of the day is celebrated and applied to the dead.34 During
Retreats the formulary proper February 1, may be used, with the
necessary adaptations, if the liturgical calendar so permits.
29

Roman Missal, General Instruction, n. 335.
Ibid. n. 316.
31
Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, n. 49.
32
Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer I or Roman Canon.
33
Cf. texts in Roman Missal.
34
Cf. Roman Missal, General Instruction, n. 337
30
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Particular
12. The Eucharist is the sacrament of sacraments.35 For well
circumstances of
disposed members of the faithful, its celebration offers the
the Salesian mission opportunity to sanctify every event of their lives through the divine
grace which flows from the paschal mystery of the passion, death and
resurrection of Christ.36 The Masses for various circumstances are of
three kinds:
a) ritual Masses, i.e., those linked with the celebration of certain
sacraments or sacramentals, e.g., religious professions; 37
b) Masses for particular occasions or for pastoral purposes: the present
‘Missal’ offers a number of formularies (to be used for real needs and
in accordance with the liturgical Calendar), and also the Eucharistic
Prayers for Masses with children;
c) votive or devotional Masses: the Missal contains the formulary of
the Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Help of Christians, taken from
the various Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary.38
These Masses should be used in moderation, that is, when pastoral
circumstances really call for them.39 The weekday readings with their
responsorial psalms may be used in such Masses if they are deemed
suitable.40
THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE MASS
Complete formularies 13. Every Mass formulary is complete in itself. Even the
and
Masses of the Blesseds which have only the Collect proper,
necessary preparation have been completed by the addition of texts from the Roman
Missal. Both the Sacramentary and the Lectionary are also complete
in themselves:41 this highlights the double table at which the assembly
meets Christ in Word and the Eucharist. Participation in each
celebration will, however, be fuller and more meaningful if those
especially who stimulate the community by virtue of their particular
ministry (presider, readers, animators etc.) carefully study and ponder
the entire formulary of the Mass. The celebration will then be better
understood, better shared, become a part of life and permeate it with a
deep spirituality.
35

ibid., n. 326
Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 61.
37
Cf. Society of St. Francis de Sales, Rite of Religious Profession, Rome 1989, chap.V, nn.
174-222.
38
Official edition edited by Italian Episcopal Conference Liberia Editrice Vaticano 1987, n.
42.
39
Roman Missal, General Instruction, n. 327.
40
Ibid., n. 328.
41
Congregation for Divine Worship, Instruction Calendaria particularia, n. 39.
36
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Hagiographical and 14. Each formulary in the Sacramentary begins with a hagiographical
liturgical introduction and liturgical introduction. This mainly makes reference to the time,
place, and human and Christian formation of the holy person; it then
goes on to outline the themes contained in the prayer texts which
allude to the essential characteristics of the holiness proper to the
individual. The introduction can be useful for choosing the hymns,
preparing the preambles and homily, and adapting the prayers of the
faithful. For the homily a fuller treatment and application of the
scriptural readings will be required.
Wealth
of prayer texts

Other
eucological texts

15. There is a wealth of new and renewed prayer texts taken from the
common patrimony of the Roman Missal. Together with the Scripture
readings and entrance and communion antiphons, they are meant to
present the type of Salesian holiness illustrated by each personality,
whose abundant graces are seen especially in the collects and in the
new introductions to them. The collect refers directly to the saint or
blessed whose feast is being celebrated. It highlights his particular
characteristics and those of his apostolic activity. Sometimes the
presence of a second collect for the religious Community allows the
celebration to mirror more closely the faith pilgrimage of those living
in that particular situation of grace.
A more attentive appreciation of the prayer text and a more conscious
participation in the Amen that concludes the collect will be helped by
clear and distinct enunciation and also the instruction given the
congregation regarding the brief motivating silence that follows the
invitation ‘Let us pray’.
16. The prayers over the offerings and after communion refer directly
to the eucharistic mystery, and for this reason the mention of the saint
or Blessed is only indirect. The preface, of its nature is meant to be
sung; it expresses thanks to God and highlights his glorification
through Christ our Lord, who in the saints continues to work wonders
among the people of the new covenant as they continue their
perennial pilgrimage to reach the heavenly Jerusalem.
In some circumstances the solemn blessings enrich and complete the
thematic structure of the celebration. In this context the pastoral
suitability of the Eucharistic Prayers for Masses with Children should
be kept in mind; these can prove of value in certain circumstances
typical of the Salesian mission; they can be a very positive
pedagogical element in fostering an understanding of God's covenant
with his children.
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Importance
of the word of God
in the celebration

17. Sacred scripture is of the greatest importance in the celebration of
the liturgy,42 because it is in listening to the word of God that the
Church is built up and grows, and the covenant between God and his
people becomes ever more full and complete.43
Indeed the many treasures of the unique word of God are wonderfully
manifested in the various celebrations, as also in the different
assemblies of the faithful who take part in them: in the annual yearly
cycle recalling the mystery of Christ, in the celebration of the
sacraments and sacramentals of the Church, or in the response of
individual members of the faithful to the intimate action of the Holy
Spirit. It is then indeed that the liturgical celebration, based
fundamentally on the word of God from which it derives its force,
becomes something new and in its turn enriches the word itself with a
novel and efficacious interpretation.44

Choice of readings

18. The liturgy of the Word, appropriately adapted, is of great
importance also in the celebration of the Saints. Thus, with view to
the pastoral needs of the assembly, the texts have been arranged in
such a way as to endorse and facilitate the celebrant's choice (unless
there are indications to the contrary).45 For the solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Help of Christians the Lectionary gives proper
readings; for the other solemnities and feasts appropriate readings are
provided, i.e., those that highlight some particular aspect of the saint’s
spirituality or activity. Sometimes the provision of other readings
allows for a further adaptation to different kinds of at choice allows
for a further adaptation to different kinds of assemblies; the priest
who celebrates with the participation of the people is reminded to
consider the spiritual good of the faithful and not impose on them his
own personal preferences. For obligatory and optional memorials it
should be kept in mind that the readings assigned to individual days
by the weekday lectionary should not be omitted too frequently and
without sufficient reason.46 Nevertheless, for pastoral reasons, the
possibility remains for making use of the appropriate readings
indicated each time.

42

Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 24.
Cf. Roman Missal, Lectionary: Introduction, n. 7.
44
Ibid. n. 3.
45
Ibid. n. 71.
46
Ibid. n. 83.
43
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The homily

19. The homily is particularly recommended as an integral part of the
liturgical action. It is necessary for the nourishing of Christian life,47
and aims at ensuring that the proclamation the word of God, together
with the eucharistic liturgy, becomes as it were an announcement of
God's wonderful works in history of salvation. For this reason it
should lead the faith to a fuller and more active participation in the
Eucharist. The result will be all the more efficacious if the homily is
prepared, the fruit of meditation, and neither too long nor short.48
Preferable to a panegyric, a homily based on scripture readings and
prayer texts will better help the faithful to contemplate in the saint or
Blessed some particular aspect of Christ's paschal mystery, and
prompt them to follow the example thus given and find new motives
for seeking greater holiness. At the end a silent pause will encourage
a brief meditation on what has been heard.49

The universal prayer 20. Among the elements in the celebration that foster full and
or prayer
conscious participation is the universal prayer or prayer of the
of the faithful
faithful. Its efficacy will be enhanced if due attention is given to its
function and structure.50 Its function is to express the prayer of the
assembly, which exercises its own baptismal priesthood by
developing the fruits of the liturgy of the word and responding to
God's word by making intercession for everyone. Both the
sacramentary and the lectionary contain complete formularies which
can both stimulate and facilitate this response of the assembly. The
structure should follow the sequence of intentions, which is usually as
follows:
a) for the needs of the whole Church and of the local community;
b) for the salvation of all the world;
c) for those in any kind of need;
d) for particular groups of persons.
The formularies provided offer examples of adaptation along these
lines. The participation of the assembly will be the more complete if
the response is given more importance by being sung, or if there is a
silent pause instead.
47

Roman Missal, General Instruction, n. 41.
ID., Lectionary: Introduction, n. 24.
49
1D., General Instruction, n. 23.
50
Cf. Roman Missal, General Instruction, nn. 4547;
48
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Singing
in the celebration

21. There cannot be an authentic liturgical celebration without some
singing by the assembly. Even in the simplest kind of celebration this
elevates both word and prayer, transforming them into an offering to
God, the author of all beauty. Through its ability to penetrate, move
and convert hearts, singing fosters the union of the assembly and
makes for a more active participation in the liturgical action, thus
contributing to the glory of God and the sanctification of his people.51
To the faithful it belongs to sing the Responsorial Psalm, the Sanctus,
the Agnus Dei, the acclamations, the dialogues and responses, the
Our Father, the Gloria, the Creed, and the processional hymns. To the
one who presides, if be is able to do so, it belongs to enhance other
parts by singing them: the collect, parts of the Eucharistic Prayer, the
Solemn Blessing, all as indicated in the sacramentary and the
lectionary. The other ministers (choir director, soloists, psalm leaders,
instrumentalists, who with their musical talents animate the
community celebration) should carry out their own service in a
competent manner. The choice of what is to be sung should be made
by common agreement between those responsible for the celebration,
with due regard to the characteristics appropriate to the feast and the
capabilities of the assembly; the objective will normally be to lead the
faithful to a participation that is full-scale, conscious and active both
internally and externally; for by virtue of their baptism Christian
people have this right and duty.52
THE “COMMUNION OF SAINTS”

In the Church

22. Every liturgical celebration of the saints or Blesseds is always a
memorial of the Passover of Christ until he comes on that final day to
receive glory from all his people and honor from all who believe (2
Thess 1,10). Participation in the Divine Liturgy is always a sharing in
that same charity towards God and our neighbor, and we all sing the
one hymn of glory to our God, since all who are of Christ and have
his Spirit form one Church and in Christ cleave together as in joy and
hope they await eternal happiness. Thus it is that those who dwell in
heaven consolidate the whole Church in holiness, further ennoble the
worship the Church offers to God here on earth and in many ways
advance its further growth.53

51

Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 112.
Roman Missal, General Instruction, n. 3.
53
Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, n. 49.
52
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Introduction – Sanctity in the History of Salvation
In the liturgy

23. In every liturgical action, and especially when the faithful
celebrate the sacrifice of the New Covenant, there is an ever closer
bonding with the Church in heaven, so that all those of every tribe
and tongue and people and nation who have been redeemed by the
blood of Christ gather together in unity and glorify the triune God in
one common song of praise.54
During the liturgical year, this communion with the saints is
prolonged in a meaningful way in the Liturgy of the Hours. This
helps the Christian community to transform the entire day into a
single act of thanksgiving, praise and supplication, while it beholds
with faith the witness of those through whom the Father renews the
Church in every age by the creative power of his Spirit in order that
the mystery of the death and resurrection of Christ may be realized in
all.55

In the
Salesian charism

24. As a living part of the pilgrim Church and members of the
Salesian Family, we are conscious of our fellowship with our brothers
in the heavenly kingdom, and feel the need of their assistance and
intercession to strengthen our fidelity and sustain our hope.56 In the
lives of the saints God is present and visible to us and speaks to us
through them.57 Mindful, then, that our weakness is greatly helped by
their friendly concern,58 we entrust ourselves to these our brothers
and sisters seeking the example of their lives and the help of their
intercession.59 Thus we strive to continue along the way that leads to
holiness,60 by living in a radical manner the grace of our baptism, and
thus converting our whole life into a true apostolate.61

54

Ibid. n. 50.
Cf. Roman Missal, Preface of Saints II.
56
SDB Constitutions, 9 and 1.
57
FMA Constitutions, 45.
58
Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, n. 49.
59
FMA Constitutions, 45.
60
Cooperators RAL, 5O.
61
DBV Constitutions, 8 and 6.
55
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Introduction – Sanctity in the History of Salvation
In time,
towards Christ

25. As the community journeys from the first Pentecost to the
Lord's final coming, and waits to enter its heavenly inheritance, where
freed from the corruption of sin and death its members will sing with
every creature the glory of God in Christ 62 they recall and celebrate
his Pasch in communion with the whole Church. They remember and
venerate Mary, the ever-virgin mother of Jesus Christ our Lord and
God, St Joseph her husband, the apostles and martyrs and A the
saints.63
In this way the Church completes the formation of the faithful and
invites religious in particular to nourish their spiritual lives from this
richest of sources.64 It is especially in the celebration of the Eucharist
and in the Liturgy of the Hours that Communities consolidate unity in
the Spirit and the practical charity of the family, of which the saints
and Blesseds provide exemplary witness. In this way the mystery of
the Church is evidenced as a worshipping community, which
celebrates always and everywhere and in all its members the work of
salvation. Indeed it is within this spiritual worship (Rom 12, 1) that
Christ exercises his priestly office, the work of human redemption
and the perfect glorification of God; and the Holy Spirit, who is
invoked in a particular way in the epiclesis of the liturgical action,
makes it possible for our Communities and all the members of the
Salesian Family to attain their goal according to the charism of each
group.

62

Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer IV.
Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer I or Roman Canon.
64
Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 105; and Perfectae Caritatis, n. 6.
63
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Salesian Calendar

SALESIAN CALENDAR
JANUARY
15 Blessed Luigi Variara, priest

SDB Memorial
FMA/VDB Optional

22 Blessed Laura Vicuña, virgin

FMA Memorial
SDB/VDB Optional

24 SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES, bishop and doctor, titular saint of the
Salesian Society
SDB/FMA/VDB Feast
30 Blessed Bronislaus Markiewicz, priest

SDB only Optional

31 SAINT JOHN BOSCO, priest, founder of the Salesian Society, the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, and the Salesian Cooperators
SDB/FMA/VDB Solemnity

FEBRUARY
1

Commemoration of all Deceased Salesians

7

Blessed Pius IX, pope

9

Blessed Eusebia Palomino xYenez, religious

SDB only
SDB/FMA/VDB Optional
FMA Memorial
SDB/VDB Optional

25 SAINTS LUIGI VERSIGLIA, BISHOP, AND CALLISTUS CARAVARIO, PRIEST
MARTYRS
SDB Feast
FMA/VDB Memorial

MAY
6

SAINT DOMINIC SAVIO, youth

SDB/FMA/VDB Feast

13 ST MARY MAZZARELLO, virgin, co-foundress of the Institute of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
FMA Solemnity
SDB and VDB Feast
14 Commemoration of Deceased parents of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians
FMA only
15 Our Lady of Fatima
16

FMA/VDB Optional

St. Luigi Orione

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional
20

Salesian Calendar
18

Saint Leonard Murialdo, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

24

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, principal patroness of the
Salesian Society and of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians
SDB/FMA/VDB Solemnity

25

Commemoration of Deceased Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
FMA only

29

Blessed Joseph Kowalski, priest and martyr

SDB Memorial
FMA/VDB Optional

JUNE
12

Blessed Francis Kesy and companions, martyrs
SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

23

Saint Joseph Cafasso, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Memorial

JULY
4

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

7

Blessed Maria Romero, religious

SDB/FMA/VD Optional
FMA Memorial
SDB/VDB Optional

AUGUST
2

Blessed Augustus Czartoryski, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

26

Blessed Zeferino Namuncurá, lay person

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

SEPTEMBER
22

Blessed José Calasanz-Marqués , Blessed Enrique Aparacio , priests,
and companions, martyrs
SDB/FMA Memorial
VDB Optional

OCTOBER
5

Blessed Albert Marvelli, lay person

13

Blessed Alexandrina da Costa, virgin

15

Saint Teresa of Jesus, virgin and doctor, secondary patroness of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
Memorial
21

SDB only optional
SDB/FMA/VDB optional

Salesian Calendar

24

Saint Luigi Guanella, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB optional

25

Anniversary of the dedication of the church

29

Blessed Michael Rua, priest

Solemnity
SDB/FMA/VDB Memorial

NOVEMBER
14

(USA) Blessed Artemide Zatti, religious

15

Blessed Magdalena Morano, religious

SDB Memorial
FMA/VDB Optional
SDB/FMA/VDB optional

DECEMBER
5

Blessed Philip Rinaldi, priest

SDB/FMA Memorial
VDB Feast

22
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January 15, Bl. Luigi Variara

JANUARY
January 15
Bl. Luigi Variara, priest

SDB Memorial

FMA/VDB
Optional
Luigi Variara was born at Biarigi (Asti) on January 15, 1875. He entered
the Oratory in 1887 and professed his vows as a Salesian in 1892. Two
years later he departed for Colombia at the invitation of Fr. Michael
Unia, apostle of the lepers, and dedicated himself wholeheartedly to that
heroic work at Agua de Dios.
After his ordination at Bogotá in 1898 he founded the Congregation of
the Daughters of the Sacred Hearts, whose aim was to offer to leprous
children the opportunity of religious consecration to the Lord,
particularly by serving as nurses to those afflicted by that disease. This
religious institute finally acquitted pontifical approval in 1964. Fr.
Variara founded a school of music among the lepers, teaching both choral and instrumental
music. He also encouraged theatrical productions. These activities lightened the burdens of
disease. He died in Cúcula on February 1, 1923.
Conspicuous in Fr. Variara was boundless zeal for the salvation of souls, a spirit of
sacrifice whatever it might cost him, and total abandonment to God’s will. He was beatified
by Pope John Paul II on April 14, 2002, during the 25th General Chapter.

OPENING PRAYER
From the common of Pastors, except the following:

O God, source of all goodness,
through the death and resurrection of your Son you saved the world.
Graciously grant that through the intercession
of your priest, Blessed Luigi Variara,
we may share with patience in the sufferings of Christ,
and everywhere bear witness to your love.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit
one God, for ever and ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary or from the readings of the weekday.
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January 15: Blessed Luigi Variara

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father, accept this sacrifice
that we offer you in memory of Blessed Luigi Variara,
and enable us through our works
to express the passion of your Son,
whom we celebrate in this mystery.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Pastors page 151

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God, our Father,
confirm us in faith,
through the mysterious strength of this sacrament,
so we may always witness to the truth of the gospel
for which blessed Luigi Variara
worked untiringly to his death.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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January 22: Blessed Laura Vicuña

January 22
Bl. Laura Vicuña, adolescent

FMA Memorial
SDB/VDB Optional

Laura Carmen Vicuña was born at Santiago, Chile, in
1891. Left on her own, her mother took her two daughters to
Argentina for safety. In 1900 Laura became a boarder at the
school of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians; the
following year she made her First Holy Communion and, like
Dominic Savio, made the resolutions to love God with her
whole being, to mortify herself and die rather than offend
God; and to make Jesus known and offer reparation for the
offences committed against him.
When she came to realize that her mother was living in an
immoral situation, she offered herself to the Lord for her
parent's conversion; she increased her acts of mortification
and, with the consent of her confessor, practiced by vow the
evangelical counsels. Exhausted by sickness and sacrifices,
she revealed to her mother on the last evening of her life: “Mamma, I am dying! A long time
ago I asked Jesus to bring you back to God, and I offered my life for that intention. Mamma,
before I die, please give me the joy of seeing you reconciled to God”. She experienced this
joy before dying on January 22, 1904.
Her mortal remains lie in the chapel of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians at Bahia
Blanca Argentina. Laura, a pearl of purity, filial love and sacrifice, was beatified by John
Paul II on September 3, 1988 on the Hill of the Youthful Beatitudes, near Castelnuovo Don
Bosco, Asti.
The prayer texts highlight the action of God the Father, infinite in his tenderness
(Opening Prayer), who enriches his Church with the creative force of his Spirit to help us to
fulfill the mystery of salvation.
Laura's life is a shining reflection of the strength of spirit and purity of innocence
(Opening Prayer) resulting from the divine work, the salvific merit of the offering of her life
together with the commitment to serve the Lord with joyful and generous heart (Offertory
antiphon).
As they participate in this holy assembly the faithful offer their own sacrifice of praise
and, through communion in the bread of life, ask for new strength to constantly seek the face
of God (Introit), and to grow in the daily exercise of evangelical love (Communion antiphon
and prayer after communion), lived as a dynamic expression of the happiness of the pure of
heart (Opening Prayer).
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January 22: Blessed Laura Vicuña

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks; your presence, O LORD, I seek.
Ps. 27, 8

OPENING PRAYER
Father, in your infinite tenderness,
you united strength of spirit and purity of innocence
in the young girl Laura Vicuña;
through her intercession
give us courage to overcome the trials of life
and to show the world the happiness of the pure of heart.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary or from the readings of
the weekday.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father, may the praise we offer you be as acceptable
as the sacrifice made by Laura of her young life;
and as we share now in this eucharistic sacrifice
sustain our resolve to serve you
with joyful and generous hearts.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of weekdays I-VI (pages 140-145) or of Virgins and Religious
(page 156) or of Holy Men and Women I or II, (page 157 or 158.)
COMMUNION RITE
“Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father,” says the Lord, “and I will love him and
reveal myself to him and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.”
Jn 14, 21, 23
or:
As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.
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Jn. 15, 9

January 22: Blessed Laura Vicuña

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father, the bread of life
nourished and sustained the spiritual growth
of Laura Vicuña;
may it also bring us new energy
in our daily exercise of evangelical love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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January 24: St. Francis de Sales

January 24
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES, BISHOP AND DOCTOR
TITULAR AND PATRON OF THE SALESIAN SOCIETY

Feast

When celebrated with the rank of solemnity (because titular of a church or public
oratory duly dedicated or blessed) there are three readings and the Credo is said.
Born in Savoy in 1567, Francis studied philosophy and
theology at Paris and took his doctorate in civil and ecclesiastical
law at Padua. After priestly ordination he offered himself to his
bishop for the work of bringing back to the Catholic faith the
Calvinists of the Chablais. As Bishop of Geneva, but with
residence at Annecy, he preached a great deal and implemented the
reforms of the Council of Trent. Of a noble and discerning spirit
and learned in the humanities, he was a great spiritual director; be
opened the paths of asceticism to all (Introduction to the Devout
Life), and showed that the essence of the spiritual life lay in the
love of God (Treatise on the Love of God). He understood the
importance of the press; as a man of action he set up at Thonon an
Academy which brought together the keenest intellects for the deeper study of science and
the professional training of the young. With Saint Jane de Chantal he founded and directed
the Order of the Visitation. He died at Lyons on December 28, 1622 but his feast is kept on
this day, the anniversary of the transferring of his remains to Annecy on January 24, 1623.
He was canonized in 1665, proclaimed a Doctor of the Church in 1877, and officially
named patron of Catholic journalists and writers in 1923. Don Bosco drew his inspiration
from the apostolate, the loving kindness and the humanism of Saint Francis de Sales; he
chose him as the patron of the Salesian Society.
The liturgical text is a hymn of praise and blessing to the God of infinite goodness (1st
Opening Prayer) because he has raised up in the Church St Francis de Sales to enlighten the
devotion of Christian people and smooth out for all the way of sanctification (Preface) The
texts exalt him: — as the saint of the gentle heart (Offertory antiphon) modeled on the
Father's own heart and filled with the spirit of gentleness and kindness (Preface); — as the
sure master of the spiritual life who continues to instruct by his writings, word and example
(Preface); — as the man rich in wisdom that comes from on high (Introductory Rites and 1st
reading); — as the zealous and friendly shepherd (2nd Opening Prayer) who is prudent and
faithful (Sol. Blessing), and who becomes everything to everyone in pastoral charity (2nd
Opening Prayer) who leads sinners to do penance and strives to restore the unity of believers
in a bond of charity and peace (Preface).
From the assembly's participation in the holy Eucharist, the supreme confirmation of the
love of the Son (Offertory antiphon), there arises the obligation to manifest God's love in
their lives and in the service of their neighbor (1st Opening Prayer), to work diligently in the
mission to the young (2nd Opening Prayer) to seek in every circumstance of life to teach
kindness, patience and active charity (cf Prayer after Communion and solemn blessing) so as
to imbue with the Christian spirit the various ecclesial, social, political, economic and
cultural structures, and render them more humane.
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January 24: St. Francis de Sales

INTRODUCTORY RITES
The Lord will show the wisdom of what he has learned and glory in the law of the LORD’s
covenant. Peoples will speak of his wisdom, and in assembly sing his praises.
SIR. 39: 8B. 10A.14

The Glory is said.
OPENING PRAYER
Father,
you gave Francis de Sales the spirit of compassion
to befriend all people on the way to salvation.
By his example, lead us to show your gentle love
in the service of our fellow human beings.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Or, for the religious community:

Great and merciful God,
you have raised up in the Church Saint Francis de Sales
as a zealous shepherd and gracious tutor:
grant that we too may work diligently
in our mission to the young
with the same apostolic sprit.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
by this offering
may the divine fire of your Holy Spirit,
which burned in the gentle heart of Saint Francis de Sales,
inspire us with compassion and love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Proper Preface p. 152
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January 24: St. Francis de Sales

COMMUNION RITE
I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, and I will lay down my life for
the sheep, says the Lord..
cf Jn 10, 14.15b

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Merciful Father,
may the sacrament we have received
help us to imitate Francis de Sales in love and service;
bring us to share with him the glory of heaven.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.
SOLEMN BLESSING
May God our Father,
who has brought us together to celebrate
this feast of Saint Francis de Sales,
strengthen you in his love and peace.
Amen.
May Christ our Lord,
who has given to his Church a model of industrious charity
and a prudent and faithful pastor,
make you genuine witnesses to his Gospel.
Amen.
May the Holy Spirit,
who poured out on Bishop Francis his abundant gifts
for the guidance of Christian people,
enable you to accept his teachings with joy.
Amen.
And may Almighty God bless you,
the Father, ╬ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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January 30: Blessed Bronislaus Markiewicz

January 30
Blessed Bronislaus Markiewicz, priest
Born in Pruchnik, Poland, on July13, 1842, he was ordained a
priest on September 15, 1867. Following eighteen years of
zealous and fruitful priestly ministry in the Diocese of Przemysl,
he entered the Salesian Congregation and became a disciple of
St. John Bosco. In 1897, he founded the Congregations of the
Michaelite Sisters and the Michaelite Fathers. Filled with love of
God and of neighbor, and working in the spirit of “work and
temperance”, he dedicated his life to abandoned and rejected
orphans, to poor children and to abandoned youth who were
morally deprived, He died on January 29, 1912.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me
to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new
sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord's year of favor.
Lk 4:16-21

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and merciful God,
you chose Blessed Bronislaus to be a father
and protector of abandoned youth.
Grant that we may be encouraged
by his example of hard work and temperance
to carry out your will faithfully
and zealously serve you.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary or from the readings of the weekday.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Almighty God, accept the gifts
which we present to you
on this memorial of Blessed Bronislaus
and grant that, following his example, in serving our neighbor,
we may merit the gift of eternal life.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Pastor p. 150 or Virgins & Religious p. 156
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January 30: Bl. Bronislaus Markiewicz

COMMUNION RITE
Come to me, all you who labor and are overburdened, and I will give you rest (Mt 11, 28).

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, our Father,
grant that we who have been nourished with the body and blood of
your Son
may become one body and one Spirit,
in imitating the fervent and untiring love of Blessed Bronislaus.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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January 31: St. John Bosco

JANUARY 31
SAINT JOHN BOSCO, PRIEST
FATHER AND TEACHER OF YOUTH,
FOUNDER OF THE SALESIAN SOCIETY,
THE INSTITUTE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF
CHRISTIANS AND THE SALESIAN COOPERATORS SOLEMNITY
For the pastoral good of the faithful, when the solemnity falls on a weekday, its
celebration may be transferred to the following Sunday, provided the latter be a
Sunday in Ordinary Time. In this case the formulary may be used at all Masses in
which the people take part (cf. Roman Missal, General Norms for the liturgical
year and calendar, nn. 58, 59).
Born at Castelnuovo d'Asti in 1815, John
was educated by his mother in the faith and in
the consistent practice of the gospel message.
When only nine he learned through a dream
that he was called to dedicate his life to the
education of the young. While still a boy he
began to entertain his companions with games
to which he added prayer and religious
instruction. On his ordination to the
priesthood (1841) he chose as his life
program: Da mihi animas, cetera tolle (Gen
14,21), and began his apostolate among poor
youth by founding the Oratory and placing it
under the protection of Saint Francis de Sales.
Through his style of education and
pastoral practice, based on reason, religion
and loving kindness (which he called his Preventive System), he helped young lads and
teenagers to think seriously about their lives, to encounter Christ, accept their companions,
learn about their faith and the sacraments, and to involve themselves in apostolic and
professional commitment. Among the finest fruits of his pedagogy was the 15 year old Saint
Dominic Savio.
The source of his tireless and efficacious activity was a constant union with God and
limitless trust in Mary Help of Christians, whom he felt to be the inspirer and support of all
his work. And to his Salesian sons he left a legacy in the form of a religious life that was
simple but solidly founded on Christian virtues and summed up in the phrase: work and
temperance.
Among his youngsters he sought out the best collaborators for his work, giving rise to the
Society of Saint Francis de Sales; together with St Mary Domenica Mazzarello he founded
the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians; finally with good and diligent lay
people, both men and women, he created the Salesian Cooperators to flank and sustain his
work, thus anticipating new forms of apostolate in the Church.
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January 31: St. John Bosco
Don Bosco died on January 31, 1888, and on the centenary of his death John Paul II
proclaimed him Father and Teacher of Youth, decreeing that he should be honored and
invoked under this title, especially by all who consider themselves his spiritual children.
The liturgical formulary is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God for having raised up
Saint John Bosco in the Church as the father, brother and friend of the young (Preface).
The special character of ‘father and teacher of youth’ (Opening Prayer.) emerges as a
sign of the providence of God who inspires every good intention (solemn blessing) and never
leaves his Church without saints. Docile to the promptings of the Spirit and faithful to the
guidance of the Virgin Mary, John was the tireless apostle who undertook his work with a
prophetic vision of new times to come, and who educated the young by preparing them to
face up to life with honest wisdom and industrious faith (Preface.); and all this for the good
of the Church (Opening Prayer).
The joyful and festive participation in this Eucharist is for every assembly a pledge of
fidelity to baptismal promises, i.e. to walk always in faith, hope and love (solemn blessing) a
commitment to work for the salvation of our neighbor (Opening Prayer) serving them with
joy (solemn blessing) so that the life of each one may be a hymn to the glory of the Father
(1st Offertory antiphon), and that one day all may share in the everlasting feast of heaven (2nd
Prayer after Communion) For this reason the faithful ask for the gift of apostolic charity
(Opening Prayer) carried out in tireless activity (1st Prayer after Communion).), so as to
follow with joy the example and teachings of Saint John Bosco (2nd Offertory Antiphon) and
to continue in the Church his mission of father and teacher (Preface).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
God gave him wisdom and understanding and a heart as vast as the sand on the seashore.
1Kings 5, 9
or:
Come, children, hear me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Look to him that you may be
radiant with joy.
Ps. 34, 12. 6a

The Glory is said.
OPENING PRAYER
Lord our God,
in your providence you have given us Saint John Bosco,
the father and teacher of youth.
Under the guidance of the Virgin Mary
he worked with untiring zeal
for the good of the Church.
Inspire us with that same apostolic charity,
to seek the salvation of our neighbor
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January 31: St. John Bosco

and so serve you, the one and only good.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary.
The Creed is said.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Accept, holy Father,
the sacrifice we offer you
with sincere devotion;
grant that we may love you above all else,
so that our whole life
may be a hymn to your glory.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Proper preface, page 153.
COMMUNION RITE
Whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me, says the Lord.
or:
This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
Jn 15, 12

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father,
you have nourished us
with this sacrament of salvation;
help us to imitate the tireless activity of Saint John Bosco
in bringing young people to the love of Christ, your Son,
the inexhaustible source of new life
for he lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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January 31: St. John Bosco

SOLEMN BLESSING
May the Lord who inspires every good intention
protect you always by his grace
and keep you faithful to your baptismal promises.
Amen.
May Christ, the Good Shepherd,
enable you to serve with joy your brothers and sisters
after the example of our (your) holy founder.
Amen.
May the Lord grant to you,
who have celebrated with joy the feast of Saint John Bosco,
to walk always in faith, hope and love.
Amen.
And may Almighty God bless you,
the Father, ╬ the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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February 1: Commemoration of all Deceased Salesian Confreres

FEBRUARY
February 1
Commemoration of all Deceased Salesian Confreres

SDB only

If February 1 falls on a Sunday, the commemoration is omitted. It cannot be
transferred to another day.
In the celebration of the Eucharist the memory of our deceased confreres is not only an
act of suffrage, but also an act of thanksgiving to God for having given to his Church so
many generous men who have responded to the voice of the Lord by committing themselves
to work with Saint John Bosco, in the practice of the evangelical counsels, for the benefit of
the young.
As our fathers and brothers, they have passed on to us a precious heritage. Some of them
are still fresh in our memory; others are held in benediction; and there are those whose
humble and hidden lives are recorded only as names in the Necrology.
Rather than recount the praises of their virtues, this holy assembly wishes to recognize
the good they were able to carry out in the Church through God's grace. This is an attitude
that stems spontaneously from faithful and grateful hearts also, when we remember those
with whom we have worked, believed, hoped, suffered and loved; they are an incentive to us
to continue with fresh enthusiasm in our own vocation.
The redeeming death of Christ has enlightened for us the mystery of death, and so the
prayer texts invite the faithful to make a profession of faith in the Father whose mercy knows
no limits, and who has promised unending happiness to those who seek first the kingdom of
heaven (Opening Prayer).
In entrusting our deceased confreres to the Father, the giver of life, who sustains all
things by his providence (cf Preface), the assembly recalls that they have spent their lives in
the service of the Gospel, following the way marked out by Saint John Bosco (Opening
Prayer); and that they worked in the vineyard of the Lord (Prayer after Communion) carrying
out their pastoral ministry in the service of the young (Offertory). For them, as they await the
coming of the Lord (solemn blessing) the assembly asks the reward promised to faithful
servants (Prayer after Communion.): pardon, joy, eternal light and peace (Offertory antiphon,
solemn blessing.) and a reawakening to the glory of the resurrection (Preface), so as to enjoy
for ever the vision of God's countenance (Opening Prayer).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
We who have believed in the Lord will one day live happily in God’s light,
where Christ Jesus has prepared a dwelling place for his faithful servants.
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OPENING PRAYER
Father, whose mercy knows no limit,
you have promised undying happiness
to those who seek first the kingdom of heaven.
We ask you to take to yourself
our deceased confreres (all deceased Salesians),
who have spent their lives in the service of the Gospel,
following the way marked out by Saint John Bosco;
grant that they may enjoy the vision of your countenance
and that we may continue faithfully on our pilgrimage.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit
One God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father, may this sacrifice of reconciliation
be a source of pardon and eternal happiness
for our deceased confreres (for all deceased Salesians),
who have exercised their pastoral ministry
in the service of the young.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Christian Death I-VI, pages 162-166).

COMMUNION RITE
Be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open
immediately when he comes and knocks.
Lk, 12, 36-37
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father, take our deceased confreres (all deceased Salesians)
into you merciful embrace.
We have offered this sacrifice of salvation for their repose.
Since they worked in your vineyard during this life,
give them the reward you promised to faithful servants.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
SOLEMN BLESSING
In his great love,
the God of all consolation gave us the gift of life.
May he bless you with faith
in the resurrection of his Son,
and with the hope of rising to new life.
Amen.
To us who are alive
may he grant forgiveness,
and to all who have died
a place of light and peace.
Amen.
As you believe that Jesus rose from the dead,
So my you live with him for ever in joy.
Amen.
May almighty God bless you,
The Father, and the Son ╬ and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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February 7
Blessed Pius IX, pope
Pius IX Giovanni Maria Ferretri was born in Senigallia
(Ancona) on May 13,1792. He was elected Pope on June 16,
1846. He died February 7, 1878 and was beatified on
September 3, 2000. St. John Bosco had his first audience with
Pius IX on March 7, 1854. The Pontiff immediately
understood the Saint and, persuaded that his work was willed
by God and very needed in those times, encouraged him to set
it up as a stable group. He gave him precious advice and Don
Bosco overcame many difficulties through this direct advice.
He suggested that Don Bosco call his congregation a
‘Society’, and said that vows were necessary but that they
should be simple. He advised simplicity in manner of dress
and in practices of piety and ordered Don Bosco to write his memoirs. He gave many
signs of his affection and also offered material support. During his pontificate the
Salesian Society and its Constitutions were approved, as also the Institute of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians and the Pious Union of Salesian Cooperators.
He reserved the role of protector of the Society to himself.
The proper parts are taken from the common of popes. The readings are from the
weekday lectionary or, if pastorally necessary, from the common of popes, bishops. In
Lent, however, this memorial gives way to the Lenten weekday with a
commemoration of the pope at the opening prayer or at the end of the prayers of
petition if these are said.

OPENING PRAYER
All powerful and ever living God,
you called Blessed Pius IX,
in turbulent times,
to guide your people
by his word and example.
with him we pray to you:
watch over the shepherds of your Church
with the people entrusted to their care,
and lead them to salvation.
We ask through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Your Son.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
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The readings are those found in the Lectionary.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
in memory of your saints.
May their prayers keep us from evil
now and in the future.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Pastors p. 151.

COMMUNION RITE
Be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open
immediately when he comes and knocks.
Lk, 12, 36-37

Lord God,
Blessed Pius IX loved you
And gave himself completely in the service of your Church.
May the eucharist awaken that same love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.
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February 9
Blessed Eusebia Palomino Yenez, virgin

FMA

Memorial

SDB/VDB
Optional
Eusebia Palomino Yenes was born in Cantalpino in the
province of Salamanca, in the west of Spain, December 15,
1899. Augustine Palomino’s family was very poor. He was a
man of faith. At certain times of the year Eusebia and her father
had to go begging in nearby villages, but they did so with joy
and singular faith. On those long journeys Augustine taught his
daughter her faith, and she was keen to learn the mysteries of
Our Lord. Eusebia worked, prayed and was loved in her family.
The day of her first communion was one that Eusebia
experienced intently. Soon after she was employed to help a
well-to-do family. She did not stop giving attention to her
growth as an adolescent, putting her friendship with Jesus in first
place. She was sent to Salamanca, first to look after the children, then as an assistant in
a hostel. She really wanted to become a Sister. One day, while hoeing, she found a
medal of Mary Help of Christians. Soon afterwards a mysterious friend led her to the
Sisters’ Oratory. They invited her to stay with them as a helper. Oddly enough the
kitchen became her place for educating, and they would often trot along to the kitchen
to get a kind word from this ignorant young kitchen lass. The Mother Vicar came to
Salamanca and accepted her as a postulant. Eusebia made her novitiate at Barcelona,
edifying her companions by her humility and with her smile. She became a Daughter
of Mary Help of Christians in 1924, and was sent to Valverde del Camino in the role
of cook and domestic help. She began to carry out her ordinary service extraordinarily
like Don Bosco had wanted, so much so that the Lord filled her with his gifts. The
girls always wanted to be near her, attracted by her spirituality. She began to work in
the Oratory. Seminarians, adults and priests asked her advice, encouraged by her spirit
of prayer and convinced and convincing faith. She spread devotion to the Lord’s Holy
Wounds and the so-called “Marian servitude” of Saint Louis M. Grignon de Montfort.
There is talk of many wonderful things that happened during her life. Like Don Bosco
she had received the gift of prophecy from the Lord. She predicted the Spanish Civil
War and offered herself as a victim for Spain. Then she began to feel unwell. Her
Director, Sister Carmen Moreno, who became a Martyr and Blessed, looked after her,
while she gave some thought to her situation. Sister Eusebia prophesied her
martyrdom. Before she herself died she had visions and ecstasies. She went to the
Lord on February 10, 1933. John Paul II declared her Blessed on April 25, 2004. Her
body is laid to rest at Valverde.

All from the common of virgins, religious, except the following:
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OPENING PRAYER
O God,
you so shaped the heart of the virgin Blessed Eusebia
through the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus
that she gave her life for others.
Grant that strengthened by her example of humility and joy
we may grow constantly in your love
and in the service of the poor.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
we see the wonder of your love
in the life the virgin Eusebia.
and her witness to Christ.
Accept our gifts of praise
and make our offering acceptable to you.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Virgins and Religious p. 156.

COMMUNION RITE
The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord. Ps. 26:4

Lord God,
May this Eucharist renew our courage and strength.
May we remain close to you, like Blessed Eusebia,
by accepting in our lives
a share in the suffering of Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you forever and ever.
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February 25
SAINTS LUIGI VERSIGLIA, BISHOP, AND CALLISTUS CARAVARIO, PRIEST,
MARTYRS
SDB Feast
FMA/VDB memorial
Luigi Versiglia was born at Oliva Gessi, Italy, in 1873, and joined
Don Bosco at the age of 12. He became a priest in 1895 and was then
master of novices at Genzano, Rome, for ten years. In 1906 he led the
first Salesian expedition to China, realizing in this way a repeated
prophecy of Don Bosco. He established the motherhouse of the
Salesians at Macau, opened the mission of Shiu Chow, and on April 22,
1920 became its first bishop. He was a prudent and tireless pastor truly
dedicated to his flock, and set up his Apostolic Vicariate on a solid
foundation. It included a seminary, houses of formation, various
residences, an orphanage and homes for the aged. He showed himself
more a father than a man of authority, and always took into
consideration a confrere's strength before sending him to perform any work of charity.
Callistus Caravario was born at Cuorgno, Turin, in 1903. He met Bishop Versiglia at
Turin in 1922, and said to him: “I will follow you to China”. This he did, setting out two
years later. He was ordained priest, and was always most faithful to his religious consecration
and animated by an ardent charity. He was accompanying Bishop Versiglia on a pastoral visit
to the district of Lin Chow, with two teachers, two women catechists and a girl pupil when,
on February 22, 1930 in an isolated area along the river, the group was set upon by
communist pirates. In their attempts to protect the young women, who managed to get away,
the two missionaries were brutally beaten and then shot, in hatred for the Christian faith that
exalts virginity.
John Paul II beatified them as Salesian Protomartyrs on May 15, 1983, recognizing in
them the ideal of the Gospel shepherd, who gives his life or his flock and for the cause of
truth and justice; the defender of the poor and the weak, who triumphs over the evil of sin
and death.
Their memorial is celebrated on this day since it is the day of their martyrdom.
The liturgical formulary is a joyful exaltation of the triumph of the martyrs Luigi and
Callistus; they bore witness to Christ before the world, and now in the ever-present Church
Christ in turn pays honor to them before his Father (Introductory Rites). Their death reveals
God's power shining through our human weakness. He chooses the weak and makes them
strong even to the point of martyrdom (Preface): i.e. with the strength to fight to the death to
proclaim the Gospel and defend human dignity (Opening Prayer).
This example which links human suffering with the passion of Christ (Prayer after
Communion) makes the assembly aware that its everyday sufferings are a means of
witnessing to the blessed passion of the Son (Offertory antiphon). This is why in celebrating
the memorial of Christ's passion and glory, the faithful pray to the Father to be given the
strength to imitate the witness of the martyrs with persevering faith and assiduous charity
(Opening Prayer) so as to share one day in the glory of the resurrection (After comm.).
Just as Christ gave the martyrs courage not only by his words but also by the example of
his own suffering (Offertory antiphon), so the faithful approach the table of the word and the
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bread of life (Prayer after Communion) to receive the necessary help to follow the Master on
the daily way of the cross, and so be one day admitted to eat and drink at his table.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Let us celebrate with joy the triumph of the martyrs Luigi and Callistus; they bore witness to
Christ before the world, and now Christ gives them honor before his Father in heaven.

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and merciful God,
you gave to your martyrs,
Saints Luigi, bishop, and Callistus, priest,
the strength to fight to the death
to proclaim the Gospel
and defend human dignity.
Grant the we, your loyal followers,
may imitate their testimony
with persevering faith and assiduous charity.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
The Gloria is said.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are found in the Lectionary.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father,
may the gifts we offer you
be the sign of the spiritual offering of ourselves.
Changed into the body and blood of your Son,
may they bring about our sanctification.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of martyrs, page 150.
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COMMUNION RITE
It is you who have stood by me in my trials says the Lord; that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom
Lk 22: 28-30

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our Father,
you have given us the joy
of feasting on the bread of life
(and the chalice of salvation).
Following the example of the martyrs Luigi and Callistus,
who shed their blood for love of their neighbor,
may we unite our sufferings with the passion of Christ
and so share one day in the glory of his resurrection,
who lives and reigns forever and ever.
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May 6
ST DOMINIC SAVIO, youth

Feast

When celebrated with the rank of solemnity (because he is the titular of a
church or public oratory duly dedicated or blessed) there are three
readings and the Creed is said. However, it may not transferred to a
Sunday in Easter (cf. Roman Sacramentary, General Norms for the
liturgical year and the Calendar, nn. 5, 58, 59).
Dominic was born in 1842 at San Giovanni di Riva, near Chieri,
Italy. At the time of his First Communion, which he made at the age
of seven, he drew up his plan of life: “I will go to Confession
frequently and receive Communion as often as my confessor allows
me. I want to sanctify Sundays and feast days. My friends shall be
Jesus and Mary. Death rather than sin.”
When at the age of twelve he was admitted by Don Bosco to the
Oratory in Turin, he asked the saint to help him to become holy.
Gentle, and always happy and serene, he was most assiduous in his
duties as a student and in assisting his companions in every way,
teaching them about their religion, tending the sick, pacifying
contentious wranglers. One day he said to a companion who had just arrived at the Oratory:
“Here we make holiness consist in being cheerful. We try only to avoid sin as the great
enemy that can steal from us God's grace and peace of heart, and to be exact in fulfilling our
duties.”
He was most faithful to his program, sustained by an intense sacramental life and a filial
devotion to Mary; he was cheerful in his self-sacrifice, and was generously endowed by God
with talents and charisms. When the dogma of the Immaculate Conception was proclaimed
on December 8, 1854 by Pius IX, Dominic consecrated himself to Mary and made rapid
progress in holiness. In 1856 he founded the Company of the Immaculate Conception to help
his companions in this group apostolate.
He died at Mondonio on March 9, 1857. Pius XI called him the “little giant of the spirit”.
Pius XII proclaimed him Blessed in 1950 and canonized him on June 12, 1954. He is the
patron of the Pueri cantores.
The liturgical formulary is a hymn to the God of life and joy (2nd Opening Prayer), since
in Saint Dominic Savio he has given to young people a wonderful example of charity and
purity (1st Opening Prayer.), a tireless apostle among his companions (solemn blessing), and
a model of youthful holiness (2nd Opening Prayer), characterized by joy of heart and the
faithful fulfillment of daily duties (Preface).
In celebrating with joy the triumph of Saint Dominic Savio (Introductory Rites), whose
light shines brightly in the festive assembly of the saints, the community of the faithful
participates at the table of the Word and the Bread of life, so as to be ever more docile to the
action of the Spirit (Preface) and thus follow in the footsteps of the model towards the full
stature of Christ (1st Opening Prayer).
To attain this goal the faithful - young people and educators - invoke the divine help: - to
grow as children in joy and love (1st Opening Prayer); - to be transformed by the Spirit into
joyful proclaimers of God's love (solemn blessing); - to seek Christ's friendship above all
other things (solemn blessing) so as to lead their companions to live in God's friendship in
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joyful service; - and to conquer sin (Prayer after Communion.) as a condition for traveling in
a short space of time the way to holiness (Preface).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Let us celebrate with joy the triumph of Saint Dominic Savio: he is among those in whom
there is no stain, and who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been chosen from
the nations to be the first fruits for God and for the Lamb. (TP: Alleluia)

OPENING PRAYER
Father,
in Saint Dominic Savio you have given young people
a marvelous model of piety and purity.
Through his prayers and example,
may we grow as your children in joy and love
until we attain the full stature of Christ.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

Lord, God of life and happiness,
you have given Saint Dominic Savio to the Church
as a model of youthful holiness.
Grant that young people may grow like him
in love and purity,
and that we who are educators
may be able to lead them to Christ
and involve them in the service of your kingdom.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son
Who live and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever.
The Glory is said.
LITURGY OF THE WORD.
The readings are those found in the Lectionary.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
may the sacrifice of salvation
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that we offer you
produce in us the ardor of your Spirit
that enlivened the heart of Saint Dominic Savio.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Proper preface, page 154.
COMMUNION RITE
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven,” says the Lord. “Whoever eats this
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.”
(TP Alleluia)
Jn 15, 51

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
may our sharing in this Eucharist
help us to overcome sin.
As we follow the example of Saint Dominic Savio,
strengthen in us the commitment
to lead our brothers and sisters
to a life of joyful service
in your friendship.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
SOLEMN BLESSING
May God our Father,
who has brought us together to celebrate
the feast of Saint Dominic Savio,
grant you the abundance of his grace
and let you savor the fullness of his love.
Amen.
May Christ Jesus,
who has freed us from sin by his death on the cross,
give you the courage to seek his friendship
above all else.
Amen.
May the Holy Spirit,
who made Dominic Savio a tireless apostle among his companions
make you joyful announcers of his love.
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Amen.
And may almighty God bless you
The Father ╬ and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
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May 13
ST MARY MAZZARELLO, virgin
Co-foundress of the Institute of
the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians

SDB/VDB Feast
FMA Solemnity

For the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians:
Solemnity. When this solemnity coincides with a Sunday of Paschal Time,
the celebration is transferred to the first free day following (cf Roman
Missal, General norms for the liturgical year and the Calendar, nn. 5, 60).
When celebrated with the rank of solemnity because titular of a
church or public oratory duly dedicated or blessed, there are three readings
and the Credo is said. In this case such solemnity is not transferable to a
Sunday in Paschal Time (cf ibid., General norms for the liturgical year and
the Calendar, nn. 5, 58, 59).
Mary Domenica was born in 1837 at Mornese, Italy. Her family
upbringing guided her in the way of solid piety, tireless hard work,
and a profound judgment and practical sense which she later
manifested as a Superior. At the age of fifteen she joined the
association of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate, and began apostolic
work among the girls of the neighborhood. A serious attack of typhus
contracted at the age of twenty-three made a deep spiritual impression
on her: the experience of her physical frailty deepened her
abandonment to God and prompted her to open a dress-making
workshop to teach local girls to work, pray and love God. Thanks to
her intense sacramental life and the enlightened guidance of Don Pestarino, she made great
progress in the spiritual life.
In 1872 Don Bosco chose her to take on the foundation of the Institute of the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians. As Superior she proved herself adept in spiritual training and
guidance, and she had the particular charisma of a happy and reassuring tranquility, radiating
joy and involving other young girls in a commitment to the education of women.
She left to her Daughters an educational tradition permeated by evangelical guidelines:
the search for God known through enlightened catechesis and burning love, responsibility in
work, sincerity and humility, austerity of life, and joyful self-giving. She died at Nizza
Monferrato on 14 May 1881. She was beatified by Pius XI in 1938, and Pius XII canonized
her on June 24, 1951.
In the texts of the Mass the assembly praises and thanks God who has a special love for
the humble and fills simple and sincere hearts with his spirit of holiness (2nd Opening
prayer) a holiness which, in the case of Mary Domenica, became translated into a life lived in
the teaching of caring fidelity, patient kindness, sincere humility, conscientious poverty,
joyful obedience and trustful spiritual abandon (Preface).
Deeply linked with the mystery of the passion and glory of the risen Christ (solemn
blessing) the Saint is for all the faithful a shining example of Christian and religious life (1st
Opening Prayer) a teacher of life (1st Offertory antiphon), a splendid example of charity (2nd
Offertory antiphon).
With this model before their eyes, the festive assembly (2nd Offertory antiphon) asks the
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Father, the source of all that is good (1st Opening Prayer) to prolong in today's Church a
pattern of holiness made up of: — love for the young (2nd Opening Prayer) as a daily witness
to the love of the Father (cf. 1st Opening Prayer); — fidelity to educational zeal (2nd Opening
Prayer) so as to offer to young people a sign of the immense love of God (Preface); — a
tireless attitude of seeking God and serving the Church (solemn blessing) so as to respond
joyfully to the Lord’s call (1st Offertory antiphon); — continual growth in the ardor of
charity, of which Mother Mazzarello has left us so splendid an example (2nd Offertory
antiphon), so as to build up fraternal charity and grow in the joy of serving God in our
neighbor (Prayer after communion).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
The right hand of the Lord has struck with power: the right hand of the Lord has exalted me.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his kindness endures for ever (TP Alleluia).
PS 117, 16.29
or:
In my prayer I sought wisdom; my heart has taken its delight in her. My feet kept to the level
path because from my youth I was familiar with her (TP Alleluia).
SIR 51, 13.15
The Glory is said.

OPENING PRAYER
Father, source of all that is good,
you give us in Mary Domenica Mazzarello
a shining example of Christian and religious life
through her deep humility and ardent charity;
grant that we, in simplicity of spirit,
may bear daily witness
to your fatherly love.
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or, for the religious community:

God, our Father,
you have a special love for the humble
and imbue with your spirit of holiness
hearts that are simple and sincere.
Hear our prayer
on this solemnity (feast) of Saint Mary Domenica Mazzarello
[who shared with Saint John Bosco

his love for the young
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and with him founded a new religious family].
Grant that we may be docile to her teachings
and faithful to her example of educational activity.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary.
(FMA communities): The Creed is said.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
accept the gifts we offer you,
the sign of our spiritual sacrifice;
through the intercession of Saint Mary Domenica
who you have given us as a teacher of life,
grant that in our daily work
we may respond joyfully to your call.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
or, for the religious community:

Father,
Accept the gifts of this festive community,
and increase in us the ardor of charity
of which Saint Mary Domenica
has left us so splendid an example.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Proper preface, page 155.
COMMUNION RITE
“I give you praise, Father, for you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned
you have revealed them to the childlike. (TP Alleluia). LK 10, 21
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or:
The Lord said, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being,
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (TP Alleluia).
LK, 10, 27

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our Father,
may our sharing at this eucharistic table
(following the example of Saint Mary Domenica)
nourish our desire for you,
the one and supreme good;
may it build up our love for one another,
and increase our joy
in serving you in our neighbor,
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
SOLEMN BLESSING
May God our Father,
who has brought us together to celebrate
the feast (solemnity) of Saint Mary Domenica
grant us to live always in humility and evangelical charity.
Amen.
May the risen Christ
who enabled Mother Mazzarello to share
the mystery of his passion and glory,
transform your life
into a joyous and fruitful offering of what is good.
Amen.
May the Holy Spirit,
who in Mary Domenica Mazzarello
poured out his gifts of piety and counsel,
render you tireless in your search for God
and in service of the Church.
Amen.
And may almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ╬ and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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May 15
Our Lady of Fatima
Everything is taken from the common of the BVM as in the Roman
Missal.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
The right hand of the Lord has struck with power: the right hand of the Lord has exalted me.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his kindness endures for ever (TP Alleluia).
PS 117, 16.29
or:
In my prayer I sought wisdom; my heart has taken its delight in her. My feet kept to the level
path because from my youth I was familiar with her (TP Alleluia).
SIR 51, 13.15

OPENING PRAYER
O God, who chosen the Mother of your Son to be our Mother also, grant us
that, preserving in penance and prayer for the salvation of the world, we
may be able each day to promote more effectively the Kingdom of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of Holy Spirit, God, forever and
ever. Amen.
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May 16
St Luigi Orione, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Memorial

Luigi John Orione was born in 1872 at Pontecurone, Italy. In 1886
he was at Don Bosco's Oratory in Turin, and offered his own life to the
Lord for the Saint during his last illness. After Don Bosco's death he was
on the point of becoming a Salesian, when he felt a different calling. He
became a seminarian at Tortona and in 1892 set up a college, gathering
about him a number of clerics and later also some priests. After his own
priestly ordination he began an apostolate which became ever wider,
drawing his inspiration from Don Bosco and Leonard Murialdo in his
work for boys, and from Cottolengo in his work for the sick. Gradually
he extended his works of charity to meet the needs he discovered in
Italy, Europe and America.
He founded the Little Work of Divine Providence and the Little Missionary Sisters of
Charity, and then a further group within the same religious Institute for those wanting a life
with more prayer, the Hermits or Recluses of Divine Providence. At Tortona he built the
sanctuary of the Madonna della Guardia as the powerhouse for all his work. He died at San
Remo on March 12, 1940, was beatified by John Paul II on October 26, 1980 and canonized
by him in May, 2004.
The collect is an invitation to contemplate God and give him thanks for the many gifts of
his boundless mercy. Among these the Church recognizes the life and work of Blessed Luigi
Orione who served Christ in the young and the poor, spending himself tirelessly for the good
of the People of God.
The sharing in the memorial of the infinite love of the Son becomes for the
assembly a renewed commitment to the daily exercise of works of mercy, for
an ever greater dedication of themselves to God and their neighbor. This is the
condition for a living experience of the tenderness of God's love, and for
sharing after death the crown of glory promised to the good and faithful
servant.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the
poor.
Lk 4, 18

OPENING PRAYER
God of boundless mercy
you empowered your priest, Saint Luigi Orione,
to love Christ your Son
in the young and the poor.
Grant that we may practice works of mercy,
and experience the tenderness of your Fatherly love daily.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Grant us the grace, O Lord,
to unite our offering
to the sacrifice of Your Son
with those merited by St. Luigi Orione, your priest,
who offered himself with Christ
for the salvation of the human race.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Pastors p. 151 or Virgins & Religious p. 156.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May we always nourish ourselves
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation
that sustained St. Luigi Orione, your priest,
in his desire to renew all things in Christ.
He lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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May 18: St. Leonard Murialdo

May 18
St Leonard Murialdo, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

Born in Turin in 1828, he received an excellent education in his own
family and with the Scolopians at Savona. Ordained priest, and after
assiduous study of the word of God and of the disciplines of theology, he
dedicated himself to pastoral activity, teaching catechism in prisons for
young offenders, preaching to the people, and spreading the faith through
the printed word. In this way he achieved an excellent balance between the
interior and active life, the former energized by prayer and the latter
dedicated to innumerable apostolic works. He worked in close contact with
Don Cafasso and Don Bosco, who entrusted him with the direction of the
Oratory of San Luigi in Turin.
In 1873 he instituted the Pious Turin Society of Saint Joseph, later called the Congregation
of Saint Joseph (Giuseppini del Murialdo) to extend and consolidate the educational activity
he had begun for young people engaged in rural or factory work. He worked for the young
with great love and kindness, and for thirty-four years directed the Collegio Artigianelli,
overcoming enormous difficulties to provide for the Christian and technical formation of
young workers, for whom he also obtained suitable legal guardians. He took part also in the
setting up of active organizations for Catholic workers.
He was affable with everyone and went to great lengths to help them, his
motto being “Fare e tacere” (Silent action). In 1887 he was stricken by an illness that
threatened to prove fatal, and Don Bosco, whose own strength was wellnigh exhausted,
went to give him his blessing. Don Murialdo became well again and continued to work
intensely, despite trials and setbacks, until March 30, 1900.
He was beatified by Paul VI in 1963, and canonized by the same Pontiff on May 3,
1970.
Coming as it does in paschal time, the memorial of Saint Leonard provides an
eloquent sign of how God, the source of all good things (1st Opening Prayer), makes the
new life brought about by the Resurrection known and felt in the Church in all ages
and places. We pray that through the example, teaching and intercession of the saints,
mankind may turn again to the sources of true Christian living (Preface).
In the Eucharist we celebrate the memorial of Christ’s death and resurrection; we
listen to the word and share in the bread (Prayer after Communion), and thus our assembly
can invoke the. fullness of God’s mercy (Offertory antiphon) and the strength of the Spirit
(Prayer after Communion),— to obey the commandment of love (cf. Opening Prayer.), act
charitably to the poor and manifest love for truth (Prayer after Communion)

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.”
Mk 10, 14
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OPENING PRAYER
God our Father,
source of all good things,
in Saint Leonard Murialdo
you have given to orphans a father
and to young workers a guide:
through his intercession grant that
we may follow the precepts of your love
in the service we give to our neighbor.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those in the Lectionary for this day or from the
weekday lessons..
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Accept, Father,
the gifts we offer you
on this memorial of Saint Leonard.
May the sacrifice that we are sharing
obtain for us the fullness of your mercy.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Pastors, page 151.

COMMUNION RITE
This is the commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
1 Jn, 4, 21

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our Father,
you have given us to the strength of your Spirit.
Grant that we may heed your word
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and share in the bread of life,
and so be inspired to follow the example of Saint Leonard
in charity toward the poor and love for truth.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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May 24: Mary Help of Christians

May 24
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS,
principal patroness of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians and the Salesian Family
SOLEMNITY
When this solemnity coincides with a Sunday of Paschal Time or the
solemnity of Pentecost, the celebration is transferred to the first free day
following (cf Roman Missal, General norms for the liturgical year and the
Calendar, nn. 5, 60).
For the pastoral good of the faithful, when the solemnity falls on a
weekday, its celebration may be transferred to the following Sunday,
provided the latter be a Sunday in Ordinary Time. In this case the
formulary may be used at all Masses in which the people take part (cf
ibid., nn. 58, 59).
In the complicated network of human events, Christian peoples
have frequently experienced in the course of history the practical
help of the Virgin Mary, especially in moments of particular
difficulty for the life of the Church. Thus has been added a further
title to the Mother of God: “Help of Christians”. The date chosen for
the feast was May 24, the day on which Pope Pius VII returned to
Rome after his miraculous liberation from prison in 1814.
Saint John Bosco saw in the invocation “Help of Christians” a
wonderful summation of the mystery of the Blessed Virgin in the
Church's plan of salvation; indeed he was prompted to write: “The
experience of eighteen centuries demonstrates in a most vivid way
that Mary continues most effectively from heaven her maternal and
helping mission in the Church which she began on earth”
(Maraviglie della Madre di Dio, 1868, p. 45).
Faithful to the spirit and mission of Don Bosco, the Salesian Family willingly accepts
the guidance and support of the Virgin's motherly presence, and is thus helped to work more
generously for the Lord and bear witness to God's love for the young.
The Second Vatican Council recognized that Mary, by her maternal charity, cares for the
brethren of her Son who still journey on earth surrounded by dangers and difficulties, until
they are led into their heavenly home. Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church
under the titles of Advocate, Helper, Benefactress and Mediatrix (Lumen Gentium 62).
To celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ and venerate the glorious and evervirgin Mary (Eucharistic Prayer I) imply therefore: — listening as she did to the word of
God, making it bear fruit and proclaiming it with zeal; — understanding and invoking Mary
as an example of prayer and pastoral charity; — recognizing her as teacher and guide; — and
having recourse to her with childlike trust.
As the principal Patroness of the Salesian Family and Teacher of wisdom, she helps the
members to love as Don Bosco loved; as the model of pastoral charity, she shines like a star
in our work of evangelization and human advancement.
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May 24: Mary Help of Christians
The liturgical formulary is in the first place an act of thanksgiving for the work of God
the Father (cf. Responsorial psalm) who, in his wonderful plan of salvation (2nd Opening
Prayer.), sent his Son born of a woman (2nd Reading). The Virgin Mary, constituted mother
and help of Christians (1st Opening Prayer), is the great sign, and the woman clothed with the
sun (1st Reading).
In this sense the texts are also a joyful song of praise to the Virgin Mary, because: - as
the humble servant of the Lord and model of every virtue, she corresponded fully with God's
loving plan, cooperating by faith, obedience and ardent love in the work of Christ the savior
(Preface); — united now with her Son in glory, she maintains her mission to the Church
which continues in time its way to the heavenly Jerusalem amidst conflicts and perils
(Preface).
It is on the basis of these certainties that, in celebrating the memorial of the mystery of
Christ born of the Virgin Mary (Prayer after Communion) who vanquished death (solemn
blessing) and rose as the first fruit of the new creation (Prayer after Communion) the holy
assembly adopts like Mary an attitude of complete availability to God's plan (cf. Gospel and
Communion Rite). For this reason it prays, invoking the gift of the Holy Spirit who
descended on the apostles gathered around the Virgin Mary in the cenacle (solemn blessing)
so as to: — advance in faith, hope and love (Offertory antiphon); -overcome every trial with
patience and love (1st Opening Prayer); — be ever more conformed to Christ (Offertory
antiphon); — collaborate with faith and courage for the coming of the Kingdom (Prayer after
Communion) — come to the Father in newness of life (Prayer after Communion) — and
share even now in the victory of Christ (1st Opening Prayer).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
O Virgin Mary, the most high God has blessed you beyond all women on earth; he has so
exalted your name that your praises will never fade from human hearts.. (TP: Alleluia).
JDT 13, 23, 25B

OPENING PRAYER
Lord our God,
you chose the Virgin Mary
to be the mother and help of Christians.
By her prayers give to the Church
the strength of your Spirit
so that with patience and love
its members may overcome every trial
and share even now in the victory of Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Or for the religious community:
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All powerful and merciful God
in your wonderful plan of salvation
you have given us Mary
to be the mother and help of Christians;
grant that your Church
may pursue with faith and courage
its commitment throughout the centuries
for the growth of your kingdom.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
The Gloria is said.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary. In votive masses
there is only one reading before the Gospel.
The Creed is said.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father,
accept the prayers and offerings
your people make to you
on this solemnity of the Virgin Mary Help of Christians;
through her intercession grant that we may advance
in faith, hope and love
so as to be ever more conformed to Christ our Lord
who gave himself for the life of the world,
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Preface proper, page 148 or 149.
COMMUNION RITE
“From now on will all ages call me blessed. Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it
be done to me according to your word.” (TP: Alleluia)
LK, 1, 48, 38
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord Jesus,
you received a true human nature
from the Virgin Mary.
With her help and through this Sacrament,
may we strip off our old self with its deeds
and be clothed with you, the Giver of new life,
for you live and reign for ever and ever.
SOLEMN BLESSING
May God our Father, who willed
that Mary should be the help of Christian peoples,
pour out upon you the abundance of his love.
Amen.
May Christ Jesus, who vanquished death
and on the cross gave us Mary as our mother,
enable you to share the richness of his life.
Amen.
May the Holy Spirit, who descended on the apostles
gathered around the Virgin Mary in the cenacle,
make you witnesses in the world to the resurrection.
Amen.
And may almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ╬ and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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May 29
Bl Joseph Kowalski, priest and martyr SDB/FMA/VDB optional
Joseph Kowalski was born at Siedliska near Rzeszów, in Poland, on March 13, 1911, to
Wojciech and Zofia Borowiec, the seventh of nine children. His
parents, practising Catholics, were farmers and owners of a modest
farm. After his primary schooling, he entered the Salesian College at
Oswiecim (Auschwitz). Joseph immediately distinguished himself for
his commitment to study and service, and for his cheerfulness. He
joined the Immaculate Conception Sodality and the Missionary
Association, becoming its President. He literally fell in love with the
Salesian charism and its Founder, from whom he sought to take his
example in everything: involvement in happy leadership of religious
and civic feasts, an apostolic presence amongst his companions and, in
particular, the primacy of the spiritual life.
As a young student he began to keep a diary, from which we learn of his devotion to Mary
Help of Christians and the Eucharist: “Oh Mother Mary”, he wrote, “I have to become a saint
because this is what I am intended for. Oh Jesus, I offer you my poor heart …. May I never
be separated from You and may I remain faithful until death: may I die rather than offend
You, not even with the slightest sin.
“I must become a holy Salesian, like my Father Don Bosco was”. He made his first
profession in 1928 at Czerwinsk and was ordained a priest on May 29, 1938 at Krakow. He
was appointed provincial secretary. In the parish he looked after the youth choir and became
interested in young people with problems. Poland had been occupied, but the Salesians
continued on with their educational activity. This was why the dramatic arrest came about on
May 23, 1941: The Gestapo captured Fr Kowalski along with eleven other Salesians working
in Krakow.
At first they were taken to the prison in Montelupich in the same city; and from there on
June 26, they were taken to the concentration camp in Auschwitz. He was given number
17,350. in the lager and secretly took up an apostolate: he heard confessions, celebrated
Mass, said the Rosary, gave clandestine conferences, also about Don Bosco, strengthening
his prison friends with the will to struggle for survival. He underwent suffering and
humiliation.
When he was discovered with a rosary, he refused to trample on it, thus hastening his
martyrdom, which occurred at Auschwitz on July 4, 1942. His body was at first thrown into a
refuse dump, then was burned in the camp’s crematorium. His countrymen began to venerate
his memory, maintaining that his sacrifice made vocations in Poland more fruitful. Pope John
Paul II was of the same opinion, and became personally interested in the cause of various
Polish martyrs. He was beatified in Warsaw on June 13, 1999.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
There is no other joy for us except in the cross of our Lord, Jesus Christ. For us who
have been saved the wood of the cross is the power of God.
66

May 29: Bl. Joseph Kowalski, priest & martyr
(cf: Gal 6:14; 1Cor 1:1)

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God,
you gave to your blessed martyr, Blessed Joseph Kowalski,
the grace of sharing in the passion of Christ.
Help us in our weakness,
and as he did not hesitate to die for you,
grant us, too, the strength to live our lives confessing your name.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father,
gather the gifts we present as we remember the martyrdom of the
blessed Joseph Kowalski.
Grant us also the grace of an intrepid strength
and make us an acceptable offering to you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Martyrs p. 150.

COMMUNION RITE
Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
Mt 5: 10.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God,
You have nourished us with the eucharistic bread in this celebration
of the memorial of your blessed martyr,
Joseph Kowalski.
Grant us the grace to persevere with one heart in your love
so as to obtain the eternal prize reserved to those
who suffer for the faith.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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June 12
Bl. Francis Kesy and companions, martyrs

SDB/FMA/VDB optional

The five Blessed Polish Oratory youths (died 24 August
1942) Members of the Salesian Oratory in Poznan. The
youngest was 20; two were 22 and the two oldest 23 years
old. They were arrested by the Nazis in September 1940,
accused of belonging to a secret organisation. Searched by
the Gestapo, the only incriminating evidence they had on
them was their rosary, which they never gave up. Without
any sort of trial, they were condemned to death for high
treason, and beheaded at Dresda. Their letters home during
their imprisonment and just before their death are very
moving. They accepted their destiny like the Christian
martyrs of old: "Thy will be done".

INTRODUCTORY RITES
There is no other joy for us except in the cross of our Lord, Jesus Christ. For us who
have been saved the wood of the cross is the power of God.
(cf: Gal 6:14; 1Cor 1:1)

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God,
you gave to the martyrs, Blessed Francis Kesy
and his companions
the grace of sharing in the passion of Christ.
Help us in our weakness,
and as they did not hesitate to die for you,
grant us, too, the strength to live our lives confessing your name.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father,
gather the gifts we present as we remember the martyrdom of
Blessed Francis Kesy and companions, martyrs.
Grant us also the grace of an intrepid strength
and make us an acceptable offering to you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface of Martyrs p. 150.

COMMUNION RITE
Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
Mt 5: 10.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God,
You have nourished us with the eucharistic bread in this celebration
of the memorial of your blessed martyrs,
Blessed Francis Kesy and companions.
Grant us the grace to persevere with one heart in your love
so as to obtain the eternal prize reserved to those
who suffer for the faith.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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June 23
St Joseph Cafasso, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Memorial

Born at Castelnuovo d'Asti in 1811, he studied in the
schools and seminary of Chieri. After his priestly ordination he
went to Turin to the “Convitto Eccelesiastico” to continue his
studies in moral theology, while dedicating himself at the same
time to teaching religion to young people and prisoners. He
eventually became Rector of the “Convitto”, and devoted
himself to the formation of the young clergy, especially in the
teaching of moral theology from which he expunged the rigors
of Jansenism and introduced the reassuring teaching of Saint
Francis de Sales and Saint Alphonsus. In this way he advocated
a path to sanctity realized through daily duties, a spirit of
service, a life of prayer and abandonment to God. In visiting
prisons and assisting those condemned to death he inculcated
the strength of Christian hope, and trust in God's mercy.
To his many charitable initiatives he added his encouragement and material support for
the work of Saint John Bosco, whose confessor and spiritual director he was for many years;
he assured him that God was calling him to work for youth.
This “priest of prisoners” and “shining light of the Italian clergy” (Pius XI) died on June
23, 1860. Beatified in 1925 and canonized in 1947, he was proposed by Pius XII as the
patron of prisons.
The texts of the Mass give praise to God, the Father of infinite goodness (Opening
Prayer) for the outstanding gifts of charity and wisdom that he caused to shine so brightly in
the life of Joseph Cafasso who led many to virtue (Introductory Rite) and trained according
to Gospel principles true ministers of the word and reconciliation (Opening prayer).
His example and teaching provide for the assembly a powerful school of life (cf Preface).
It is in taking part in the sacred mysteries, where the faithful are reconciled in the sacrifice of
the Son (Offertory antiphon) that the Church finds new strength: — to walk in holiness and
justice (Opening prayer); — to bear living witness to God's love (Offertory antiphon) by
practicing mercy and pardon (Communion Rite) — to manifest always a sense of brotherly
compassion (Opening prayer); — and to spend herself tirelessly in counseling (her members)
in their doubts and trials (Prayer after Communion).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
The learned will shine like the brilliance of the firmament, and those who train many in the
ways of justice will sparkle like the stars for all eternity.
DAN 12, 3
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OPENING PRAYER
God, Father of infinite goodness,
you endowed your priest, Joseph Cafasso,
with outstanding gifts of charity and wisdom
to train ministers of the word and reconciliation
according to Gospel principles.
Through his intercession
grant us a sense of compassion for others
so that we may walk in holiness and justice
all the days of our lives.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary or from the weekday
readings.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
Accept the gifts of your people.
May we who celebrate the love of your Son
also follow the example of your saints
and grow in love for you and for each other.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday Preface I-VI, pages 140-145, (or preface of pastors, page
151).
COMMUNION RITE
“Be merciful, just as [also] your Father is merciful. Stop judging and you will not be judged.
Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given to you.”
Lk, 6, 36-37, 38.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father,
you have invited us to your table.
Grant that we may follow the example of Saint Joseph Cafasso,
who spent himself tirelessly
in counseling his brethren in their doubts and trials.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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July 4
Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati

SDB/FMA/VDB Memorial

Alberto Marvelli was born at Ferrari on 21st March 1918, the
second of seven brothers. When he moved to Rimini with the
family he began to attend the Salesian Oratory there. He was
always available and became a catechist and leader: the
Salesians’ right arm. He loved to play all kinds of sport. As
models he took St Dominic Savio and Pier Giorgio Frassati. At
17 years of age he wrote his project of life in his diary; it would
renew his life.
He joined the Oratory group for Catholic Action soon becoming
its parish president. He offered his service to the Church in
Rimini as the diocesan vice president of CA. As an engineeering
student in Bologna, he took an active part in FUCI, remaining faithful to daily Mass.
In June 1942 he gradutated and began working with Fiat in Turin. He did his military service
in Trieste, and succeeded in bringing many of his friends to Mass. During the Second World
War he became an apostle amongst displaced persons and a real source of providence for the
poor.
After the Allies arrived in Rimini he was apppointed as an alderman in the Town Council in
the department responsible for rebuilding, and the engineer in charge of Civil Engineering: “
The poor are on our doorstep” he said; “the others can wait”.
He agreed to run for the elections as a candidate for the Christian Democrats. He was
recognised as a committed Christian by everyone, but was never divisive, so much so that
one of his communist opponents said: “I don’t mind if my Party loses. So long as the
Engineer Marvelli becomes mayor”.
The Bishop appointed him president of Catholic graduates. His Marian and eucharistic
devotion really were the supporting columns in his life: “What a new world opens up to me
contemplating Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament”, he wrote in his diary. Each time I receive
Holy Communion, each time Jesus in his divinity and humanity enters into me, in contact
with my soul, it awakens holy ideas in me, a burning and consuming flame, but one that
makes me so happy!”.
He died when he was hit by an army truck on 5th october 1946. He was, as Don Bosco
wanted, a good Christian and an honest citizen, committed to the Church and society with a
Salesian heart. As a youth his motto was: Either live by moving forward or die.
He was beatified on 5 September 2004, at Loreto, Italy, by Pope John Paul II.
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All from the common of Holy Men except for the following:

OPENING PRAYER
O God, the source of life and holiness
Which you gave Blessed Alberto
For lovingly serving the poor,
And who listened to the Gospel by
administering to society,
grant us help by his intercession,
to promote the generous service to all
people,
always using wisely the means given to us.
Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit. Forever and
ever.
Amen
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Loving God,
Receive the gifts we offer and give us
a living experience of your love,
that by the example of Blessed Albert Marvelli,
we may serve at your altar with pure and generous hearts,
praising you as we receive your blessings,
through Christ our Lord.
Weekday Preface I-VI, pages 141-145 or Preface of Holy Men and Women p.
157 or 158.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God,
The sacrament we have received in memory of
Blessed Albert Marvelli,
Renews our minds and hearts
So that we may share your eternal life.
Grant this through Christ, our Lord.
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July 7, Bl. Maria Romero, virgin

JULY
July 7
Blessed Maria Romero, virgin

FMA

Memorial
One of eight children born to a wealthy, upper-class family;
her father was a government minister. Educated by her family, tutors
and at the local Salesian Sisters' school, she could play piano and
violin, studied drawing, and loved to learn. At the age of twelve she
spent a year extemely sick from rheumatic fever; she was paralyzed
for six months and her heart was permanently damaged. She was
cured by the intercession and apparition of Our Lady, Help of
Christians, during which vision she understood her vocation to be a
Salesian sister.
On 8 December 1915, Maria joined the Marian Association's
Daughters of Mary. She joined the Daughers of Mary, Help of
Christians in 1920, and on 6 January 1929 in Nicaragua, Maria made
her final profession as a Salesian. Transferred to San Jose, Costa Rica in 1931. Taught music,
drawing and typing to rich school girls, trained catechists and trades to the poor. Many of her
students were won over to her way of life, and worked with her to help the poor and
abandoned.
Maria developed a ministry of fund raising and of showing the wealthy practical ways to
bring their charity to the poor. She began to set up recreational centers in 1945, and food
distribution centers in 1953. She opened a school for poor girls in 1961, and 1966 a clinic
staffed by volunteer doctors. In 1973 she organized the construction of seven homes, which
became the foundation of the village of Centro San Jose, a community were poor families
could have decent homes. An excellent teacher, manager and fund-raiser, she was known for
her way of bringing God to people one on one, bringing love and devotion to the Eucharist to
social improvements.

SDB/VDB Optional
All from the common of virgins except the following:

OPENING PRAYER
O God, you are the Father of all consolation,
and you show your people the signs of your goodness and mercy.
Grant that through the intercession of the virgin Blessed Mary
Romero,
we may console those in any kind of trial
and on the day of judgment be numbered among the blessed.
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God,
for ever and ever.
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J July 7, Bl. Maria Romero, virgin

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
bless the gifts we offer you
in memory of Blessed Maria Romero,
and renew our spirits from within.
Freed from the stirrings of evil,
may we live a new life in the light of the gospel.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday Virgins and Religious p. 156.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
may this communion of the body and the blood of your Son,
keep us from the seduction of earthly things
and help us to grow in your love after the example of Blessed Maria
Romero,
so as to rejoice in seeing your face in heaven.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
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AUGUST
August 2
Blessed Augustus Czartoryski, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

Augustus Czartoryski was born in Paris on the 2ndAugust 1858, in
exile, to the Polish Prince Ladislaw and Princess Mary Amparo,
daughter of the Queen of Spain. Thirty years before, this noble
family, tied to Polish nobility, had emigrated to France.
From his place of exile Prince Ladislaw had sought to restore unity
to his country which had fallen apart in 1795. When he was six,
Augustus lost his mother. Margaret d’Orléans, took her place. She
was the daughter of the Count of Paris, pretender to the French
throne. From his earliest years, Augustus showed himself to be a
good, thoughtful boy. Although much attached to his beloved
Poland, he was never attracted to courtly life. The action of grace in
his soul gave him detachment from earthly goods and a serious spiritual life.
Between the age of 10 and 17 he studied in Paris and Krakow, but his health forced him to
interrupt his studies and go to the south of Europe frequently in search of a better climate. At
the time Providence placed Joseph Kalinowski in his life, who prudently guided him not only
in his studies, but especially in the spiritual life. Afterwards Kalinowski became a Carmelite.
Today he is venerated in the Church as a Saint.
The tutor described his pupil as a lad with a stable character, a good soul, perfectly
courteous, sincere, intelligent and very religious, but with a simple heart. In May 1883 Don
Bosco was in France. He was invited to Lambert Palace by Princess Margaret d’Orléans.
Augustus served his Mass, and the saint said to him: “I have wanted to meet you for quite
some time!”. The prince was struck by his encounter. Following this he went several times to
Turin to meet Don Bosco. He insisted with him that he be allowed to enter the Salesians, but
the Founder was not convinced. Augustus spoke with Pope Leo XIII, who invited Don Bosco
to accept him.
In July 1887, after having renounced his earthly goods and all possibility of the throne, he
entered the novitiate against his family’s wishes. He was 29 years of age. In his efforts to
adapt himself to the Oratory and its lifestyle, he became the humblest of novices. Don Bosco,
almost on his deathbed, blessed his religious habit. He began his philosophy studies. He soon
took ill with tuberculosis. In the house at Valsalice, Turin, he met Venerable Andrea
Beltrami. The two developed a deep spiritual friendship, while Andrea looked after Augustus
during his illness.
Meanwhile Don Rua let him study theology and admitted him to Holy Orders. When he was
ordained priest at Saint Remo, on the 2ndApril 1892, his family chose to be absent: they had
made many efforts to get him to leave the Congregation.
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Augustus fully took on Salesian spirituality, especially its element of sacrifice and offered his
life and sufferings for the good of the young and the Congregation just as Don Bosco did. Fr
Augustus died at Alassio on the 8th April 1893, on the Saturday of the Octave of Easter:
"What a wonderful Easter!", he had said. He was 35 years old. John Paul II, the Polish Pope,
had the joy of declaring him Blessed on the 25th April 2004. His body is venerated in
Przemysl (Poland).
Declared Venerable 1 December 1978; beatified 25 April 2004 by John Paul II
All from the common of pastors, teachers, except the following:

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and merciful God,
you called Blessed August to follow Jesus, your Son.
Grant that, encouraged by his example and docile to the action of the
Holy spirit, we may humbly serve you
in the young who are poor and at risk.
We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit, One God,
for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father of Mercy,
we have these gifts to offer in honor of Blessed August
who bore witness to your mighty power.
May the power of the Eucharist
bring us your salvation.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday Preface I-VI, pages 140-145 or from Virgins and Religious p. 156.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
May the mysteries we receive
prepare us for the eternal joys
Blessed August won by his faithful ministry
and his heroic denunciation of worldly honor and power.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord.

78

August 26: Blessed Ceferino Namuncurá

August 26
Bl. Ceferino Namuncurá

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

Ceferino Namuncurá was born on the August 26, 1886 at
Chimpay, on the banks of the Rio Negro. His father, Manuel, last
great leader of the Araucane Indian tribe, had surrendered three years
earlier to troops from the Argentine Republic.
Manuel Namuncurà sent Ceferino, after he had wandered free on
the pampas for eleven years, to study in Buenos Aires, so one day he
could defend his own people better. The family spirit in the Salesian
school brought him to love Don Bosco.
The spiritual dimension of life grew in him and he began to yearn
to become a Salesian priest to evangelize his people. He chose
Dominic Savio as a model, and over a period of five years, by his
efforts to adapt to a totally new culture, he himself became another Dominic Savio. He was
exemplary for his piety, charity, in his daily duty, and for his self-sacrifice.
This boy, who had found it so difficult to “get in line” or “obey the bell”, little by little
became a true model. As Don Bosco would have wished, he was exact in his fulfillment of
his duties of study and prayer. He was a referee at recreation: in any dispute his word was
accepted. The care with which he made the Sign the Cross was striking, how he thought
about each word; he encouraged his friends with this example teaching them to make it
slowly and with devotion.
In l903 (he was sixteen and a half years old, and his father was baptized when he was 80)
Bishop Cagliero accepted him as an aspirant at Viedma, the center for the Vicariate
Apostolic, to begin his Latin studies. Because of his poor health, the Salesian bishop decided
to take him to Italy so he could follow up his studies seriously and in a more appropriate
atmosphere. In Italy he met Don Rua and Pope Pius X, who warmly gave him his blessing.
He went to school in Turin and then to the Salesian College, Villa Sora, in Frascati. He
studied so hard he was second in the class. But an illness not diagnosed in time, perhaps even
because he did not complain about it, became life-threatening: tuberculosis.
On the 28th March 1905 he was taken to the Fatebenefratelli Hospital on the Tibertine
island in Rome. But it was too late. He died peacefully on the May 11. From 1924 onwards
his mortal remains were laid to rest in his own village, at Fortín Mercedes, where crowds of
pilgrims come to visit.
All from the common of holy men and women.

OPENING PRAYER
Lord God,
You kept the young Ceferino faithful to Christ
Even as he faced a new culture and faith.
He embraced your will with joy and optimism.
May his prayers help us to live faithfully
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inviting the young to be molded into
the likeness of your Son.
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Almighty God,
May the gifts we present
bring honor to your saints
and free us from sin in mind and body.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday Preface I-VI, pages 116-121 of from Holy Men and Women p. 157 or
158.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
Your sacramental gifts renew us
at this celebration of Blessed Ceferino.
May the good things you give us
lead us to the joy of your kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

80

September 22 Bl. José Calasanz-Marqués, Enrique Sáiz-Aparacio, & Companions

SEPTEMBER
September 22
Bl. José Calasanz-Marqués, Enrique Sáiz-Aparacio, priests and their 93
Companions,
SDB/FMA/VDB Optional
The group from Valencia — 32 martyrs — with Fr José Calasanz
at the head of them, the two groups from Seville and Madrid — 63
martyrs — with Fr Enrique Saiz Aparicio at the head of them. The
first group was beatified on March 11, 2001 together with the other
martyrs from the diocese of Valencia; while the second Cause has
reached the stage of the “Positio”.
Fr. José Calasanz (1872-1936) was born in Azanuy. In 1886 in
Sarrià he saw Don Bosco by this time tired and suffering. He became
a Salesian in 1890, and a priest five years later. He was secretary to
Don Rinaldi and following that superior of the Province of PerùBolivia. After returning to Spain he became Provincial of
Terraconense (Barcellona—Valencia). He was a man of great heart
and a hard worker, interested in the salvation of his confreres from the outset. He was
captured together with other Salesians while he was running a Retreat in Valencia. He was
killed while being taken away, with a single shot to the head. Fr Enrique Saiz Aparicio was
the courageous Rector of the Salesian aspirantate at Carabanchel Alto, on the outskirts of
Madrid. When soldiers broke into the institute, he immediately said to them: “If it is blood
you are after, then here I am. However, do not harm the youngsters.” The young men were
freed, while Fr Saiz and eight other Salesians were taken and then killed. Shortly before he
died, he confided to a friend: “What better thing could there be than to die for the glory of
God?” He offered his life in exchange for the young people whom Divine Providence had
entrusted to his care. He gave his last breath for them.

All from the Roman Sacramentary, Common of Several Martyrs
outside of the Easter Season except the following.

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God,
you have given your blessed martyrs, José and Enrique, priests,
and their companions,
the grace to suffer in the same way as Jesus Christ.
Come to aid us in our weakness,
and as these martyrs did not hesitate to die for you,
grant us also to live strong in the confession of your name.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your son,
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who lives and reigns with you, one God
for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father of Mercy,
we have these gifts to offer in honor of
Blessed Jose, Blessed Enrique and their Companions
who bore witness to your mighty power.
May the power of the Eucharist
bring us your salvation.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Preface for Martyrs p. 150.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
May the mysteries we receive
prepare us for the eternal joys
these Blessed martyrs won by their faithful ministry
and their heroic denunciation of worldly honor, power
by freely laying down their lives.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord.
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October 5: Blessed Albert Marvelli

OCTOBER
October 5
Blessed Albert Marvelli, lay person

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

Alberto Marvelli was born at Ferrari on 21st March 1918, the second of
seven brothers. When he moved to Rimini with the family he began to
attend the Salesian Oratory there. He was always available and became a
catechist and leader: the Salesians’ right arm. He loved to play all kinds
of sport. As models he took St Dominic Savio and Pier Giorgio Frassati.
At 17 years of age he wrote his project of life in his diary; it would renew
his life.
He joined the Oratory group for Catholic Action soon becoming its
parish president. He offered his service to the Church in Rimini as the
diocesan vice president of CA. As an engineeering student in Bologna,
he took an active part in FUCI, remaining faithful to daily Mass.
In June 1942 he gradutated and began working with Fiat in Turin. He did his military service
in Trieste, and succeeded in bringing many of his friends to Mass. During the Second World
War he became an apostle amongst displaced persons and a real source of providence for the
poor.
After the Allies arrived in Rimini he was apppointed as an alderman in the Town Council in
the department responsible for rebuilding, and the engineer in charge of Civil Engineering: “
The poor are on our doorstep” he said; “the others can wait”.
He agreed to run for the elections as a candidate for the Christian Democrats. He was
recognised as a committed Christian by everyone, but was never divisive, so much so that
one of his communist opponents said: “I don’t mind if my Party loses. So long as the
Engineer Marvelli becomes mayor”.
The Bishop appointed him president of Catholic graduates. His Marian and eucharistic
devotion really were the supporting columns in his life: “What a new world opens up to me
contemplating Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament”, he wrote in his diary. Each time I receive
Holy Communion, each time Jesus in his divinity and humanity enters into me, in contact
with my soul, it awakens holy ideas in me, a burning and consuming flame, but one that
makes me so happy!”.
He died when he was hit by an army truck on 5th October 1946. He was, as Don Bosco
wanted, a good Christian and an honest citizen, committed to the Church and society with a
Salesian heart. As a youth his motto was: Either live by moving forward or die. He was
beatified on 5 September 2004, at Loreto, Italy, by Pope John Paul II.
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OPENING PRAYER
O God, Father of mercy,
in Blessed Albert Marvelli
you have given us a shining example of lay holiness.
May his intense life of prayer,
his generosity in fulfilling his social and political responsibilities,
and his ardent love for the poor
serve us as a constant invitation to follow Christ your Son
and to become witnesses of the Gospel in our daily lives.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, forever and ever. Amen.
The readings are taken from the weekday readings unless there are
pastoral reasons to choose the readings from the memorial, page

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Accept our offering, O God,
and grant us a living experience of your love.
May we follow the example of Blessed Albert Marvelli
and serve at your altar with pure and generous hearts;
may we worthily celebrate your praise
and obtain the blessings of your salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Weekday Preface I-VI, pages 140-145 or from Holy Men and Women
p. 157 or 158.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.
John 15: 9

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God,
may the sacrament which we have received in memory of Blessed
Albert Marvelli
renew us in mind and heart,
so that we may come to share in your immortal life.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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October 5: Blessed Alexandrina Maria da Costa

October 13
Blessed Alexandrina Maria da Costa, virgin

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

On October 13 we remember Blessed Alexandrina da Costa. She was
a Salesian Cooperator who suffered greatly during her life. For the
last 12 years of her life she lived solely on the Eucharist to sustain
her!
Those who visited or came into contact with Alexandrina always
found a woman who, although in apparent physical discomfort, was
always outwardly joyful and smiling, transmitting to all a profound
peace. Few understood what she was deeply suffering and how real
was her interior desolation.
Fr Pasquale, who stayed close to Alexandrina throughout these years, ordered Alexandrina's
sister to keep a diary of her words and her mystical experiences.
In 1944, Alexandrina became a member of the "Union of Salesian Cooperators" and offered
her suffering for the salvation of souls and for the sanctification of youth. She kept a lively
interest in the poor as well as in the spiritual health of those who sought out her counsel.
"Do not offend Jesus anymore!'
As a "testimony" to the mission to which God had called her, Alexandrina desired the
following words written on her tombstone: "Sinners, if the dust of my body can be of help to
save you, come close, walk over it, kick it around until it disappears. But never sin again: do
not offend Jesus anymore! Sinners, how much I want to tell you.... Do not risk losing Jesus
for all eternity, for he is so good. Enough with sin. Love Jesus, love him!"
Alexandrina died on 13 October 1955. Her last words: "I am happy, because I am going to
Heaven".
All from the common of virgins, except the following:

OPENING PRAYER
Merciful and compassionate God,
you called Blessed Alexandrina Mary
to be so intimately united to the Passion of your Son
that throughout the world adoration of the Eucharist
and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary was enkindled
in the hearts of all who met her.
Grant that through her intercession
we may become the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit
and authentic witnesses to your love.
We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
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who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever.
The readings are taken from the weekday readings unless there are
pastoral reasons to choose the readings from the memorial, page

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Accept our offering, O God,
and grant us a living experience of your love.
May we follow the example of Blessed Alexandrina Mary
and serve you with humble acceptance of our suffering;
may we worthily celebrate your praise
and obtain the blessings of your salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Weekday Preface I-VI, pages 116-121 or from Holy Men and Women
p. 157 or 158.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.
John 15: 9

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God,
may the sacrament which we have received
in memory of Blessed Alexandrina Mary
renew our love and faith,
so that we may come to share in the riches of new life.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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October 15: St. Teresa of Avila

October 15
Teresa of Jesus, virgin and doctor
secondary patroness of the Institute of
the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
The Mass is found in the Roman Sacramentary and Lectionary.
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Memorial

October 24: St. Luigi Guanella

October 24
Saint Luigi Guanella, priest

SDB/FMA/VDB Optional

Luigi Guanella was born in 1842 at Campodolcino, Italy, and
from his family upbringing learned to love work and practise charity
to the poor. As teacher and parish priest at Savogno, he built the
school and organized Catholic Action among the young. During this
time he came in contact with Don Bosco and joined him in 1875. For
three years he was a Salesian, working in the San Luigi Oratory of
Turin, and later as director of the Dupraz College at Trinitá, Cuneo.
Recalled to his diocese by his bishop, he opened a school for poor
children at Traona, Sondrio, but subsequently had to close it because
of the hostility of the civil authorities.
In 1886 he founded the House of Divine Providence at Como,
and built the sanctuary of the Sacred Heart there. He founded the
Daughters of Our Lady of Providence to educate the young and care for both juveniles and
the aged, For the same purpose he instituted the Servants of Charity, and in 1913 the Pious
Union of the Passing of Saint Joseph to comfort the dying.
He died at Como on October 24, 1915, and was beatified on October 25, 1964.
Pope Benedict XVI canonized Luigi Guanella October 23, 2011
All his activity was sustained by a deep spirit of prayer and sincere humility. He was
tender-hearted yet strong, compassionate yet tenacious, prudent yet daring. His human
commitment was constant, courageous, tirelessly active, and heroically self-sacrificing. All
these qualities were combined with a gentle mien and a trusting abandonment to God.
The texts of the Mass are a hymn of thanksgiving to God, the good and provident Father
for having made Blessed Luigi Guanella resplendent in the Church through his outstanding
love for the poor and abandoned (Opening Prayer).
The lives of the saints are always an eloquent sign of God's mercy towards his people;
but are also an invitation to walk in charity (Communion Rite) showing compassion for the
least of one's neighbors (Introductory Rite) so that the mystery of salvation may be realized
in all (Preface).
And so by taking part in the memorial of the infinite love of the Son (Offertory antiphon),
the assembly asks that we may live in intense love every day of our lives (Opening Prayer),
and go forward on the way of charity (Prayer after Communion) in imitation of the complete
dedication of Blessed Luigi Guanella in the service of his neighbor (Offertory).

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Come, you who are blessed by my Father, says the Lord. Inherit the kingdom prepared for
you. Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for
me.
MT. 25: 34, 40.
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OPENING PRAYER
God our good and provident Father,
you have made your priest, Saint Luigi Guanella,
resplendent in your Church
through his outstanding love
for the poor and abandoned;
grant that we too may live in intense love
every day of our lives.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary or from the weekday
lessons..
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father,
accept our gifts in this memorial
of the infinite love of your Son,
and through the intercession of Saint Luigi Guanella,
grant that we may imitate
his complete dedication to you
in the service of our neighbor.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday preface, pages 140-145, (or preface of Pastors, page 151).

COMMUNION RITE
Live in love, as Christ loved us and handed himself over for us as a sacrificial offering to
God for a fragrant aroma.
cf Eph. 5, 2.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
You have allowed us to taste the sweetness
of the bread of life;
grant to us your faithful children,
that following the example of Saint Luigi Guanella,
we may go forward on the way of charity
and so possess our eternal heritage.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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October 25: Anniversary of the dedication of the church or oratory

October 25
Dedication of the church or oratory where it is not celebrated on its own day.
Common of the Dedication of Churches.
The anniversary is celebrated on this day in those churches of which the
actual date of dedication is not known; in other churches it is celebrated on
the day itself.
In both cases the formulary is taken from the Common of the Dedication
of a Church, Anniversary of Dedication, in the dedicated church (Roman
Missal).
By his death and resurrection Christ became the true and perfect temple of the new
covenant, bringing together in unity the people he redeemed at the price of his blood. This
holy people is the Church, the temple of God, built of living stones: in it the Father is adored
in spirit and truth. In the course of history living stones have never been wanting for the
building of this spiritual temple, of which the Risen Christ is the cornerstone.
From ancient times the word church has been extended to the building in which the
Christian community comes together to listen to God's word, pray together and celebrate the
Eucharist and the other sacraments. Thus the temple symbolizes resumes and expresses the
various occasions and the manner of God's presence among his creatures.
As a figure of the Church, the temple is a reminder of community and communion. As a
building cannot remain standing unless all the materials which have gone into its
construction are held solidly together, in accordance with the plan drawn up by the architect
and the work of the builders, so all the members of the Church — the community of faith,
hope and charity (Lumen Gentium, n. 8) — are called to live and work in a sincere and
constant solidarity and communion.
Through its specific vocation the Salesian Family lives this moment as a reassurance of
its awareness that it is at the heart of the Church and placed entirely at the service of its
mission so as to contribute to building it as the Body of Christ, so that it may be manifested
to the world as 'the universal sacrament of salvation' (Lumen Gentium, n. 48).
The texts of the Mass express the attitude of a community of faith which recalls with joy
(Opening Prayer) the holy day in which God filled with his presence the place dedicated to
himself (Offertory antiphon). It is within the ambit of this symbol and medium that combine
the human and divine that the Father builds the faithful into a living temple, bringing the
Church to its full stature as the body of Christ throughout the world, to finally reach its
perfection in the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the vision of peace (Preface). The occasion of
the celebration of the mystery of the temple (Prayer after Communion) is therefore for the
assembly a motive for prayer and supplication: -- that the mystery may become for us spirit
and life (Prayer after communion); - to offer a worthy and blameless service to the Father
(Opening Prayer) - to present itself to the Father as an acceptable offering (Offertory
antiphon); - to be able to taste the fruits of joy and peace (Prayer after communion), the fruits
of the redemption (Coll.); - and to be united one day in the glorious communion of the saints
(solemn blessing)
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October 29: Bl. Michael Rua, First Successor of St. John Bosco

October 29
Blessed Michael Rua, priest
First successor of St. John Bosco

Memorial

Michael Rua was born in Turin in 1837 and entered the
Oratory of Valdocco in 1852. Two years later he was among
the first to whom Don Bosco suggested the formation of the
Salesian Society. After becoming a priest he was always at
Don Bosco's side and in 1865 became his Vicar. This office
he filled so effectively that in 1884, at the explicit request of
the Saint, Leo XIII decided that he should be the Founder's
successor, and confirmed him as Rector Major in 1888.
His strict fidelity earned for him the title of “The Living
Rule”; and his fatherliness was so imbued with delicacy that
he was also called a “sovereign of kindness”. By his wise
and far-seeing actions, sometimes considered even socially
daring, he enriched the Oratory with gymnasiums and group
activities; he anticipated state regulations by drawing up
appropriate curricula for the professional schools; he
instituted technical and commercial courses alongside the
classical ones, and set up hostels for boarders. As the number of confreres increased and the
work developed, he opened the whole world to the Salesians, giving particular attention to
the missionary expeditions. Through the lengthy journeys that he undertook to visit Salesian
works in Europe and the Middle East to give encouragement and support to the confreres, he
always referred back to the Founder: “Don Bosco used to say…”, “Don Bosco used to do
….” “Don Bosco would want……..”
He died on April 6, 1910, and at his beatification on October 29, 1972 Paul VI remarked:
“The Salesian Family had in Don Bosco its origin, and in Don Rua its continuation. He drew
all his teachings from the Saint; he derived an authentic ethos from his Rule; and he made the
Saint's holiness the model to be followed. Don Rua instituted a genuine tradition.”
The Mass texts are an invitation to celebrate the wonderful initiative of the love of the
Father, who in Blessed Michael Rua offers the People of God a further eloquent and
efficacious sign for bringing back mankind to the holiness of its first beginnings. The secret
is to be found in a life consecrated entirely to Christ for the sake of the kingdom (Preface)
The assembly is conscious of this, and therefore asks to grow in holiness through listening to
the word and sharing in the table of the body and blood of the Son (Offertory). Those who
are called to educate the young (Opening Prayer), find this holiness in their model Don Rua:
a specific and practical plan inviting them to be vigilant in prudence, assiduous in charity,
and readily available for the service of the poor and lowly (Prayer after Communion), in a
word to keep the commandments as a condition for remaining in God's love (Communion
Rite).
Sharing in this holy Eucharist is therefore, for every member of the faithful, a
commitment: — to make known the true countenance of Christ (Opening Prayer); — to
express in life the mystery of the love of the Father (Prayer after Communion); and to walk
before the Lord in integrity and virtue (Introductory Rites).
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
True doctrine was in his mouth, and no dishonesty was found upon his lips; He walked with
me in integrity and in uprightness.
MAL 2, 6

OPENING PRAYER
God, our Father,
you have given to your priest, Blessed Michael Rua,
the spiritual heir of Saint John Bosco,
the ability to form in the young your divine image;
grant also that we,
who are called to educate young people,
may make known the true countenance of Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are found in the Lectionary or in the weekday lessons.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
may the gifts we offer you
Be the sign
of the spiritual offering of ourselves.
Changed into the body and blood of your Son,
may they bring about our sanctification.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday preface pages 140-145, (or preface of pastors, page 151.)

COMMUNION RITE
If you keep my commandments, says the Lord, you will remain in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. JN 15, 10
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God,
you have nourished us at your table
on this memorial of Blessed Michael Rua.
Following his example, make us vigilant in prudence,
zealous in charity, and readily available
for the service of the poor and lowly,
so as to express in our lives
the mystery of your fatherly love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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November 14: Bl. Artemide Zatti

NOVEMBER
(USA) November 14
Blessed Artemide Zatti, religious

SDB/FMA/VDB

Memorial
Artemide Zatti was born in Boretto, in the province of
Reggio Emilia, on the October 12, 1880, to Louis Zatti
and Albina Vecchi, a farming family. From the time he
was a small child he was accustomed to work and
sacrifice. Already by the time he was nine, he was
earning money as a hired hand. In 1897 the Zatti family,
forced by poverty, emigrated to Argentina to establish life
anew at Bahia Blanca. Here Artemide began to attend the
parish run by the Salesians and became a helper to the
parish priest, Fr Carlo Cavalli, with whom he often
shared work and prayer. He felt a desire to become a
Salesian, and was accepted as an aspirant by Bishop
Cagliero and, by the time he was twenty, went to the
Community at Bernal.
He began studying in earnest to make up for lost time. Providence entrusted him with
assisting a young priest who was ill with tuberculosis, and who then died in 1902. The day
when Artemide was to receive his clerical habit, he too contracted the disease. When he got
back to the community, Fr Cavalli sent him to the mission hospital in Viedma. Fr Evarisio
Garrone, with wide experience in the task, was in charge of the hospital. Artemide, along
with him, asked and obtained from Mary Help of Christians the grace of recovery, promising
to dedicate his entire life to looking after the sick.
He recovered and kept his promise. At first he began to look after the pharmacy attached
to the hospital, where he learned how Fr Garrone worked: only those who could need pay.
When Fr Garrone died, he took on the entire responsibility. In 1908 he made his perpetual
profession. He was completely dedicated to the sick. People sought him out and admired
him. For the personnel at the hospital he was not only an excellent director, but an excellent
Christian above all.
This is how his day was spent: “At 4:30 he was already up. Meditation and Mass. Visit to
all the sick. Then on his bike he would head out to visit the sick around the city. After lunch
he would play an enthusiastic game of bocce with those who were recovering. From 2 pm till
6 pm he would visit those in the hospital again as well as those outside. Then until 8 pm he
would work in the pharmacy. Then back to the hospital again. Until 11 pm he would study
medicine, and finally, some spiritual reading. Then he would rest but was always available
for anyone who called for help”.
He gained his diploma as a nurse. In 1913 he led the construction of the new hospital then,
much to his displeasure, it was demolished. Without being discouraged he started out afresh.
Like Don Bosco, Providence was his first and certain entry in any of the accounting he had to
do. Mary Help of Christians never abandoned him. When Don Bosco was dreaming of his
Salesian Brothers, he certainly wanted them to be holy like Artemide. In 1950, he fell on the
stairs and was confined to bed.
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Nov. 14: Bl. Artemide Zatti
After some months signs of cancer showed up. He breathed his last on March 15, 1951.
John Paul II declared him a Blessed on the April 14, 2002. His body is laid to rest in the
Salesian chapel at Viedma.
All is taken from the common of religious, except the following.

OPENING PRAYER
O God,
in the humble and the little ones
you show in a wonderful way
the great works of your grace.
We humbly pray that through the intercession
of Blessed Artemide Zatti,
we may recognize more clearly each day
the face of Christ in our brothers and sisters
who are suffering in mind and body .
We ask this through Our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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November 15
Blessed Magdalena Morano, religious
Optional

SDB/FMA/VDB

Magdalena Catherine Morano was born in Chieri (province of
Turín) on November 15, 1847. At 14 years of age she began
teaching a small group of children in her town, a practical exercise
of the pedagogical work that would characterize her whole life,
especially after she attained the title of teacher. Having gained
much experience in teaching in general and in religious education
in particular, at the age of 30 she was able to satisfy her desire to
become a religious, a desire she had from the time of her first holy
communion. In 1879 she professed as Daughter of Mary Help of
Christians and requested the grace of living until she attained her
goal of holiness.
In 1881 she was sent to Sicily. Immediately she set about doing the fruitful work of
education among the girls and youths of the poorer areas of the city. Ever directing her mind
“to thoughts of heaven and earth,” she opened schools, oratories, residences and shops all
over the island. When named provincial superior, she also took up the task of forming the
many vocations that came by God’s gift, attracted as they were by her zeal and by the
community climate that she created around herself. Bishops praised her for her many
apostolates and relied on her wonderful gospel enthusiasm especially in her book, The Work
of the Catechism.
A malignant tumor sapped her strength, and Sister Magdalena’s life on this earth reached
its completion at Catania, on March 26, 1908, a meaningful life, always with the goal of
never impeding the action of grace with personal selfishness. It was at Catania that Pope John
Paul II declared her Blessed on November 5, 1994. The celebration of her liturgical memory
falls on the day of her birth into this world.
The liturgical formulary and the meaningful themes in the Lectionary underline the
“word of truth” (Opening Prayer), namely that, the action of the Spirit continues making
reality in all the different forms of Christian life.
The assembly, in its daily life, tries to let go of “the weaknesses of the old man”
(offertory antiphon) and to overcome “the desire for earthly values” (prayer after
communion). It tries to participate in the table of the Word and that of the Bread of life with
the longing of always pursuing the path of “spiritual progress” (offertory antiphon). The
secret of the prudent and wise virgin consists, then, in concrete life that knows how to choose
the better part to arrive at the encounter with Christ and one’s neighbor with one’s lamp lit.
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
This is the wise and prudent virgin who went out to meet Christ with her lamp lit. cf Lk 10,
42

OPENING PRAYER
Father,
you made your word of truth flourish
in the heart of the virgin Blessed Magdalena Morano,
in such a way that it impelled her to work with wisdom and
constancy
in the education of the young.
Grant that she may help us through her example
to be docile to the action of the Holy Spirit
so we can accomplish your plan of love.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those found in the Lectionary or in the weekday readings.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Lord,
grant that we make ours the fruit of this sacrifice
so that following the example of Blessed Magdalena Morano,
and free from the weakness of the old person,
we may begin a new life once again,
walking toward constant spiritual progress.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Weekday preface pages 140-145, (or preface of virgins and religious, page 156.)

COMMUNION RITE
This virgin has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her. Lk 10, 42
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
We pray that in receiving the body and blood of your Son
you keep us far from those things that weaken us
so that following the example of Blessed Magdalena Morano,
we may grow in a sincere love for you during our lives
and rejoice in heaven seeing you for all eternity.
We ask this though Christ our Lord.
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December 5: Bl. Philip Rinaldi

DECEMBER
December 5
Blessed Philip Rinaldi, priest
Founder of the Don Bosco Volunteers

SDB/FMA Memorial
VDB Feast

Born in 1856 at Lu Monferrato, Italy, Philip Rinaldi was won over by
Don Bosco at the age of 21, After priestly ordination, he was given the
task of the formation of aspirants and novices. In 1889 Don Rua sent him
as Rector to Sarriá, Spain; subsequently he became provincial and played
a decisive part in the development of Salesian Spain. Appointed Vicar
General of the Congregation, he showed still more clearly his fatherly
qualities and fertile initiative, which included the following achievements:
the care of vocations; the setting up of centers for the spiritual and social
assistance of working girls; the guidance and support of the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians at a sensitive moment in their history. His
enthusiasm proved a great incentive to the Cooperators; he set up the world federations of the
past-pupils, both men and women. Working among the Devotees of Mary Help of Christians,
he envisaged a new form of consecrated life in the world and followed up this idea,
eventually setting up the flourishing Secular Institute of the Don Bosco Volunteers.
Elected Rector Major in 1922, he made every effort to adapt Don Bosco's spirit to the
times. A keen student of everything Salesian and a master of the spiritual life, he revitalized
the interior life of the Salesians, encouraging them to develop absolute confidence in God
and limitless trust in Mary Help of Christians; he obtained from Pius XI the indulgence of
sanctified work: he gave special attention to the missions, sending out missionaries while still
very young, so that they could learn the local language and customs and thus become more
effective evangelizers. He died on December 5, 1931, and was beatified by John Paul 11 on
April 29,1990.
The texts of the Mass are an invitation to recognize the work of the Father of infinite
goodness (Opening Prayer) who has reproduced in every person the likeness of the new
creature, made in justice and holiness of life (Offertory antiphon). In Don Rinaldi this image
is particularly brilliant: he is a shining gospel example of joyful self-giving (Opening Prayer).
The assembly, in celebrating the memorial of Christ's Passover, sings an unending hymn
of praise, since in his life and work the Blessed is seen as a shepherd after the heart of God
(Introductory Rites) a shepherd who invites us to bear in ourselves the mark of the crucified
and risen Christ (Prayer after Communion).
In recognizing the apostolic zeal of Don Rinaldi, his innovative and enlightened initiative
(Opening Prayer) and fatherly kindness, the faithful, in the awareness that they receive the
strength of the Spirit of God in their reception of the sacraments (Prayer after Communion)
ask to be made worthy to offer the sacrifice of praise (Offertory antiphon)). They thus invoke
the divine help so that by daily fidelity to their work (Opening Prayer), they may be given the
strength: — to bring to its fullness the Father's project of love (Opening Prayer) — to be
renewed in spirit (Offertory antiphon); — and to seek God above all things (Prayer after
Communion.).
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
I will appoint over you shepherds after my own heart, who will shepherd you wisely and
prudently.
Jer. 3, 15
or:
Come, children, hear me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. Seek peace and follow after
it.
Ps. 34, 12, 15

OPENING PRAYER
Father,
in your infinite goodness
you have made Blessed Philip Rinaldi
a shining gospel example of joyful self-giving;
may we follow the inspiration of his apostolic initiative,
and by daily fidelity to our work,
bring to its fullness your project of love.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son
lives and reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The readings are those in the Lectionary or from the weekday lessons.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Merciful Father,
in Blessed Philip Rinaldi you reproduced
the likeness of the new creature,
make in justice and holiness of life;
grant that we too may be renewed in spirit,
and so be worthy to offer you
the sacrifice of praise.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface: Advent I, page 131, (or preface of pastors, page 151).
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COMMUNION RITE
If you keep my commandments, my joy will be in you and your joy will be complete, says
the Lord.
Jn 15, 10,11.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Almighty God,
you communicate to us in this sacrament
the strength of your Spirit;
grant that following the example of Blessed Philip Rinaldi,
we may learn to seek you above all things
so as to bear in ourselves
the mark of the crucified and risen Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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MASSES
FOR
PARTICULAR
OCCASIONS
IN
SALESIAN
MINISTRY

“For well-disposed members of the faithful” the celebration of the Eucharist “sanctifies
almost every event of their lives with the divine grace which flows from the paschal mystery
of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ” (Sacrosanctum Concilium 61).
The formularies of the Masses which follow are meant to foster this objective by helping
to locate some circumstances of the Salesian mission in the saving plan of God. Such
Masses, however, should be used in moderation: i.e. when their use is indicated on a truly
pastoral occasion.
The weekday readings can be used with their appropriate responsorial psalms, or others
may be chosen from the Proper Lectionary of the Salesian Family (cf Indexes to readings,
psalms, and canticles). In any case “special care should be taken not to omit too frequently or
without sufficient reason the readings given in the Lectionary for weekdays.” (Roman
Missal, General Instruction, n. 316).
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FOR THE CATECHETICAL YEAR
Among the principal objectives of the Salesian mission is that of educating young people to
the faith and in the faith.
Alongside other forms of prayer, the celebration of the Eucharist is a most useful factor in the
catechetical process. For these occasions a Mass formulary is provided to call attention to the
person of Christ the Lord, the Divine Teacher who invites us to follow him in a response of
faith. It can be used whenever the liturgical calendar allows, either at the beginning or during
the catechetical year.
The prayers focus on God as the Father of all (Prayer after Communion) who invites us to
heed the voice of his Son in our thoughts, words and deeds (Opening Prayer)
Only in a full acceptance of the Word and the life of the Divine Teacher is it possible to
make one's own life a hymn of praise (Offertory antiphon) to the Father of infinite goodness
(Opening Prayer) and so experience the joy of coming closer to him day by day (Prayer after
Communion) until the final meeting in his Kingdom. Participation in the sacrament of
salvation (Offertory antiphon) is a guarantee and support in our pilgrimage of faith.

OPENING PRAYER
God of infinite goodness,
you are always close to those who seek you with a sincere heart:
make us attentive to the Lord Jesus,
whom you have sent us as our Teacher;
enlighten us with your Spirit of truth,
that we may hear his voice and follow his guidance
in our thoughts, words and deeds.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Holy Father,
we offer you with joy this bread and wine,
your gifts to us:
change them for us into the sacrament of salvation,
so that we may ever live for you
and hymn your praise.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
One of the three proposed for children may be used, or Eucharistic Prayer IV of the
Roman Missal.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God, Father of all,
you have nourished us with the eucharistic food
of the body (and blood) of your Son:
may it strengthen us on our pilgrimage through life,
and give us the joy of coming closer to you day by day
until we join you in your kingdom.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
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FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
Scholastic activity constitutes one of the most characteristic areas of Salesian work in the
Church.
The following formulary may be used as an alternative to either the votive Mass of the
Holy Spirit or the Mass for the sanctification of work contained in the Roman Missal. The
prayers that follow are suggested for the beginning of the scholastic year and other occasions
according to the scholastic program, to be used when the liturgical calendar so permits. They
highlight the fact that there is only one Teacher.
In fact, it is at the school of the one and only Teacher of life and wisdom (Opening
Prayer) that one can understand both the work of creation and redemption and the
contribution all are called upon to make to such work by developing their own abilities in a
constant search for truth and wisdom.
This is why the assembly asks for an ardent love of truth (Opening Prayer) so as to
cooperate every day in the building (Offertory antiphon) of the new world that Christ has
inaugurated by his death and resurrection.
In sharing in the holy sacrifice (Prayer after Communion) the faithful, who are called to
be architects of justice and peace (Preface), receive the light of that wisdom which alone can
enable them to cooperate by their daily work in the plan of creation (Preface).

OPENING PRAYER
God our Father,
in your Son
you have given us the one and only Teacher of life and wisdom;
grant that your word may inspire in our hearts
an ardent love of truth
and lead us to recognize your Fatherly presence
in the universe you have created, and in the history of salvation.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Father,
accept the gifts by which your Church offers to you
our human endeavors
through the signs of bread and wine;
grant that all our activities
may be carried out in a Christian spirit,
so as to cooperate day by day
in the building of your kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Eucharistic Prayer IV of the Roman Missal (page 155) may be used; or another, with
the preface on page 135.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father,
true and ever living God,
through our sharing in this holy sacrifice
pour into our hearts the light of your wisdom,
that we may come to know you ever better
and fulfill with generosity
the work you have entrusted to us.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
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FOR GATHERINGS TO FOSTER VOCATIONS
A constant element in the Salesian mission is a commitment to the vocational guidance of
children and young people; for this reason numerous vocation camps take place, and there
are frequent meetings and other initiatives for the fostering of vocations.
On occasions like these, in addition to various prayer sessions, it is praiseworthy to celebrate
the Eucharist, because in it is repeated the constant calling by God and the mystery of the
response of the individual who makes covenant with him. This is especially evident in the
sign of the word and sharing at the Eucharistic table.
The prayers highlight the mystery of vocation: to heed and hear the voice of Jesus (Opening
Prayer) and the unselfish response that voice awaits
a response given with joy, courage and generosity (Prayer after Communion) which is
prompted and strengthened by participation in the death and resurrection of Christ, the
supreme response to the Father's voice.
And so the assembly asks to remain faithful to the grace of baptism so as to move forward
each day towards joyful holiness (Opening Prayer).

OPENING PRAYER
God our Father,
you alone are good and you call us to your friendship;
make our hearts always ready and generous
to hear and heed the voice of your Son Jesus,
so that we may be faithful to the grace of our baptism
and journey towards a joyful holiness
in accordance with your plan for each one of us.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Accept, O Father,
your precious gifts of bread and wine
which will become for us the greatest gift of all,
Jesus Christ, your Son;
grant that by our sharing in this Eucharist
we may offer you our own lives in him,
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who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Eucharistic Prayer II may be used with its proper preface, or Eucharistic Prayer IV; or
one of those for children, especially n. III.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father most holy,
you never fail to sustain your Church
with the Word and the Bread of life
you have given us in Christ;
enlighten our hearts
that we may be able to respond to your voice
with joy, courage and generosity.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
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FOR MEETINGS OF ANIMATORS AND CATECHISTS
The service of animation in the various sectors of youth pastoral work and the ministry of
catechesis imply, especially for those responsible for or directly involved in them, a spiritual
process in which the celebration of the Eucharist plays a decisive part. For meetings of this
kind (pastoral and catechetical. programming and revision, etc.) the celebration of the
memorial of the mystery of the new Covenant can become the source and summit of an ever
more complete service to the fulfillment of God's plan.
When the liturgical calendar permits, the following formulary may be used.
The Mass texts give prominence to the role of the educator who is called to collaborate in
God's plan. It is a role that has its source and constant point of reference in hearing the word
(Opening Prayer) and in the sacramental sharing in the death and resurrection of Christ (cf
Prayer after Communion).
From this two-fold table comes the help needed to carry out such a mission in the Church by
word and example; only great faith, hope and charity (Prayer after Communion) can give to
educators the strength necessary to be a sign of the love and presence of Christ (Offertory
antiphon), and so help the young to grow at Christ's school in freedom and joy of spirit
(Opening Prayer).

OPENING PRAYER
O God, the source of life and grace,
you call educators to collaborate
in the fulfillment of your plan of love;
open our hearts to hear your word
so that in a life of faith and loving service
we may be able to help our younger brothers and sisters
to progress at the school of Christ, your Son,
in freedom and joy of spirit.
He is God, and lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Receive, O Father,
the offering of these gifts and our prayer;
inspire educators to dedicate their lives
to the service of the young,
so as to be in their midst as a sign
of the love and presence of Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Eucharistic Prayer IV of the Roman Missal may be used.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Almighty and eternal God,
may educators be strengthened
in faith, hope and charity,
as they share in this sacrament of salvation;
may they be helped to fulfill their mission among young people
by word and example.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
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FOR YOUTH RETREATS AND DAYS OF RECOLLECTION
In the work of education proper to our Salesian Family, we follow the example left us by our
Founder, and attach great importance to retreats and occasional days of recollection.
When the liturgical calendar allows, the following formulary may be used.
The prayer texts emphasize that life is a pilgrimage (Opening Prayer, Preface, Prayer after
Communion) to be made in the light of the Gospel (Opening Prayer), so that animated by a
sincere intention (Offertory antiphon) all may come to know God's personal plan and mission
for each individual (Preface), and respond to it in the fulfillment of daily duties (Prayer after
Communion) with generosity and docility according to the law of love (cf. Offertory
antiphon).
The awareness that their own history forms part of the history of salvation encourages the
faithful to make a personal, practical and courageous response in the service of the Church,
so as to be always and everywhere diligent workers for peace (Preface) and witnesses to the
gospel (Prayer after Communion).

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God,
you enlighten the life of everyone
by your Word of salvation;
guide us in our pilgrimage by your fatherly hand,
so that in the light of Gospel teachings
we may become faithful friends of Christ, your Son.
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Together with the gifts for this sacrifice
accept, O Father,
our sincere intention
to be docile in following your law of love,
taught us by Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Proper preface, page 160.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our Father,
you have nourished us with your Word and the Bread of life;
be with us on our pilgrimage,
so that in the fulfillment of our daily duties
we may respond to your voice,
and be in this world
witnesses to the gospel of your Son,
who lives and reigns forever and ever.
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VOTIVE MASS OF
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
On weekdays in ordinary time, when the liturgical calendar allows, this votive Mass
may be celebrated for the spiritual good of the faithful.
The readings are taken from the weekday readings in the Lectionarv or, if it be
considered more suitable from a pastoral standpoint, they may be chosen from those
indicated for May 24.
At various points in its history the Church has experienced the powerful help of the Blessed
Virgin, especially when persecutions have been unleashed by enemies of the faith; for this
reason the custom arose of invoking her under the title Help of Christians.
When Pius VII (• 1823), who had been driven out of Rome by armed forces, was being held
prisoner, all the Church prayed incessantly for him, invoking the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin. The Pope was unexpectedly set free and returned to Rome on May 24, 1814. As a
sign of thanksgiving he instituted a feast in honor of Mary under the title of Help of
Christians, and from then on this feast has been celebrated in various local Churches and
Religious Institutes. The Mass texts focus on the work of God the Father, who has given
Mary to Christian peoples as their sign of help and defense (Opening Prayer). Aware of the
need to fight bravely for the faith each day, the members of the Church have recourse to the
Immaculate Virgin Mary, and invoke her as helper and mother, so that with her they may
pass safely through this world's storms and attain the perfect joy of heaven (Preface)
Through their sacramental sharing in God's plan of salvation, Christian people seek this help.
In their request they express the intention: — to live always under the protection of Mary to
enjoy unfailing peace (Opening Prayer); — to be ever aware that she is at hand as mother and
helper in the trials of life (Offertory antiphon); — to be able to pass safely through this
world's storms (Preface); — and finally, to rid themselves of all that is corrupt and perverse
so as to put on Christ the new man (Prayer after Communion).
From the eucharistic celebration, characterized by the example Mary as mother and helper,
there arises a new commitment for the Church, which is called to carry out today and always
a mother mission: precisely that of a mother who protects and helps all her children who live
amid this world's storms, to support them and enable them to fight bravely for the faith
(Preface).
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
The trust which you have shown will not pass from human hearts, as they
commemorate the power of God for evermore.
Jdt 13,

OPENING PRAYER
O God, in Mary, the mother of your Son,
you have given us the sign of our defense and our help,
grant that Christian people
may always live under her protection
and enjoy unfailing peace.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Accept, O Father,
the offerings we present at your altar,
as we commemorate Mary Help of Christians,
and grant that amid the trials of life
we may always be aware that she is close to us
as our mother and helper.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Preface proper for the votive Mass, page 148 or 149.

COMMUNION RITE
He it is you must praise, he is your God; for you he has done great things. Deut 10,21

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God, our Father,
you have gathered us around the table
of your holy mysteries;
grant that sustained by the help of Mary our mother,
we may rid ourselves of all that is corrupt and perverse,
and put on Christ the new man,
who lives and reigns forever and ever.
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
When the people are gathered, the Priest approaches the altar with the ministers
while the Entrance Chant is sung.
When he has arrived at the altar, after making a profound bow with the ministers,
the Priest venerates the altar with a kiss and, if appropriate, incenses the cross and the
altar.
Then, with the ministers, he goes to the chair.
When the Entrance Chant is concluded, the Priest and the faithful, standing, sign
themselves with the Sign of the Cross, while the Priest, facing the people, says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
The people reply:

Amen.
Then the Priest, extending his hands, greets the people, saying:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Or:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Or:

The Lord be with you.
The people reply:

And with your spirit.
ENTRANCE SONG
After the people have assembled, the priest and the ministers go to
the altar while the entrance is being sung.
When the priest comes to the altar, he makes the customary
reverence with the ministers, kisses the altar, and (if incense is
used) incenses it. Then, with the ministers he goes to the chair.
GREETING
In this first greeting a Bishop, instead of
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The Lord be with you,
says:

Peace be with you.
Introduction to the Penitential Act

Brethren (Brothers and sisters),
let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to
celebrate the sacred mysteries.
____________________________________________________________
The Priest, or a Deacon, or another minister, may very briefly introduce the
faithful to the Mass of the day.

Penitential Act Form A
Then follows the Penitential Act, to which the Priest invites the faithful, saying:

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows. Then all recite together the formula of general
confession:

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
Then they continue:

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
The absolution by the Priest follows:
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May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
The people reply:

Amen.
____________________________________________________________
From time to time on Sundays, especially in Easter Time, instead of the
customary Penitential Act, the blessing and sprinkling of water may take place as a
reminder of Baptism.

Or Penitential Act, Form B
The Priest invites the faithful to make the Penitential Act:

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.
The Priest then says:

Have mercy on us, O Lord.
The people reply:

For we have sinned against you.
The Priest:

Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
The people:

And grant us your salvation.
The absolution by the Priest follows:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
The people reply:

Amen.
____________________________________________________________
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Or Penitential Act, Form C.
The Priest invites the faithful to make the Penitential Act:
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,

and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.
The Priest, or a Deacon or another minister, then says the following or other
invocations* with

Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy):
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.
Or: Kyrie, eleison.
The people reply:

Lord, have mercy.
Or: Kyrie, eleison.
The Priest:

You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
Or: Christe, eleison.
The people:

Christ, have mercy.
Or: Christe, eleison.
The Priest:

You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.
Or: Kyrie, eleison.
The people:

Lord, have mercy.
Or: Kyrie, eleison.
The absolution by the Priest follows:
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May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
The people reply:

Amen.
____________________________________________________________
The Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) invocations follow, unless they
have just occurred in a formula of the Penitential Act.
Or:
V. Kyrie, eleison.
R. Kyrie, eleison.
V. Christe, eleison.
R. Christe, eleison.
V. Kyrie, eleison.
R. Kyrie, eleison.

V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

Then, when it is prescribed, this hymn is either sung or said:

G

lory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
When this hymn is concluded, the Priest, with hands joined, says:

Let us pray.
And all pray in silence with the Priest for a while.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says the Collect prayer, at the end of which
the people acclaim:

Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING
The Liturgy of the Word
Then the reader goes to the ambo and reads the First Reading, while all sit and
listen.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
The psalmist or cantor sings or says the Psalm, with the people making the
response.
After this, if there is to be a Second Reading, a reader reads it from the ambo, as
above.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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There follows the Alleluia or another chant laid down by the rubrics, as the
liturgical time requires.
Meanwhile, if incense is used, the Priest puts some into the thurible. After this,
the Deacon who is to proclaim the Gospel, bowing profoundly before the Priest,
asks for the blessing, saying in a low voice:

Your blessing, Father.
The Priest says in a low voice:

May the Lord be in your heart and on your lips,
that you may proclaim his Gospel worthily and well,
in the name of the Father and of the Son
╬and of the Holy Spirit.
The Deacon signs himself with the Sign of the Cross and replies:

Amen.
If, however, a Deacon is not present, the Priest, bowing before the altar, says
quietly:

Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.
The Deacon, or the Priest, then proceeds to the ambo, accompanied, if
appropriate, by ministers with incense and candles. There he says:

The Lord be with you.
The people reply:

And with your spirit.
The Deacon, or the Priest:

A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.
and, at the same time, he makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and on his
forehead, lips, and breast.
The people acclaim:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Then the Deacon, or the Priest, incenses the book, if incense is used, and
proclaims the Gospel.
At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon, or the Priest, acclaims:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All reply:
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Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Then he kisses the book, saying quietly:

Through the words of the Gospel may our sins be wiped away.
Then follows the Homily, which is to be preached by a Priest or Deacon on all
Sundays and Holydays of Obligation; on other days, it is recommended.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
At the end of the Homily, the Symbol or Profession of Faith or Creed, when
prescribed,is either sung or said:

I

believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow up to and including

and became man,
all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
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and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Instead of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed, especially during Lent and
Easter Time, the baptismal Symbol of the Roman Church, known as the Apostles’ Creed,
may be used.

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including

the Virgin Mary,
all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
When all this has been done, the Offertory Chant begins. Meanwhile, the
ministers place the corporal, the purificator, the chalice, the pall, and the Missal on the
altar.
It is desirable that the faithful express their participation by making an offering,
bringing forward bread and wine for the celebration of the Eucharist and perhaps other
gifts to relieve the needs of the Church and of the poor.
The Priest, standing at the altar, takes the paten with the bread and holds it
slightly raised above the altar with both hands, saying in a low voice:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
Then he places the paten with the bread on the corporal.
If, however, the Offertory Chant is not sung, the Priest may speak these words
aloud; at the end, the people may acclaim:

Blessed be God for ever.
The Deacon, or the Priest, pours wine and a little water into the chalice, saying
quietly:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
The Priest then takes the chalice and holds it slightly raised above the altar with
both hands, saying in a low voice:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
Then he places the chalice on the corporal.
If, however, the Offertory Chant is not sung, the Priest may speak these words
aloud; at the end, the people may acclaim:

Blessed be God for ever.
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After this, the Priest, bowing profoundly, says quietly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart
may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.
If appropriate, he also incenses the offerings, the cross, and the altar. A Deacon or
other minister then incenses the Priest and the people.
Then the Priest, standing at the side of the altar, washes his hands, saying quietly:

Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
Standing at the middle of the altar, facing the people, extending and then joining
his hands, he says:

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
The people rise and reply:

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy Church.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says the Prayer over the Offerings, at the
end of which the people acclaim:

Amen.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Then the Priest begins the Eucharistic Prayer.
Extending his hands, he says:

The Lord be with you.
The people reply:

And with your spirit.
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The Priest, raising his hands, continues:

Lift up your hearts.
The people:

We lift them up to the Lord.
The Priest, with hands extended, adds:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
The people:

It is right and just.
The Priest, with hands extended, continues the Preface.
At the end of the Preface he joins his hands and concludes the Preface with the
people, singing or saying aloud:
Only those prefaces are given which are used for the solemnities, feasts or
memorials in our calendar.
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ADVENT I
THE TWO COMINGS OF CHRIST
This preface is said in the Masses of the season from the first Sunday of
Advent to December 16 and in other Masses celebrated during this period that
have no preface of their own.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
When he humbled himself to come among us as a man,
he fulfilled the plan you formed long ago
and opened for us the way to salvation.
Now we watch for the day,
hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours
when Christ our Lord will come again in his glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven
we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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EASTER I
This preface is said during the Easter season
In the Mass of the Easter vigil: on this Easter night; on Easter Sunday
and during the octave: on this Easter day; on other days of the Easter
season: in this Easter season.
When Eucharistic Prayer I is used, the special forms of In union with the
whole Church and Father, accept this offering are said.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We praise you with greater joy than ever
on this Easter night (day) (in this Easter season),
when Christ became our paschal sacrifice.
He is the true Lamb who took away the sins of the world.
By dying he destroyed our death;
by rising he restored our life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven
we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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EASTER II
This preface is said during the Easter season.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We praise you with greater joy than ever in this Easter
season,
when Christ became our paschal sacrifice.
He has made us children of the light,
rising to new and everlasting life.
He has opened the gates of heaven
to receive his faithful people.
His death is our ransom from death;
his resurrection is our rising to life.
The joy of the resurrection renews the whole world,
while the choirs of heaven sing for ever to your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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EASTER III
This preface is said during the Easter season.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We praise you with greater joy than ever in this Easter
season,
when Christ became our paschal sacrifice.
He is still our priest,
our advocate who always pleads our cause.
Christ is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb, once slain, who lives for ever.
The joy of the resurrection renews the whole world,
while the choirs of heaven sing for ever to your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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EASTER IV
This preface is said during the Easter season.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We praise you with greater joy than ever in this Easter
season,
when Christ became our paschal sacrifice.
In him a new age has dawned,
the long reign of sin is ended,
a broken world has been renewed,
and man is once again made whole.
The joy of the resurrection renews the whole world,
while the choirs of heaven sing for ever to your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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EASTER V
This preface is said during the Easter season.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We praise you with greater joy than ever in this Easter
season,
when Christ became our paschal sacrifice.
As he offered his body on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice fulfilled all others.
As he gave himself into your hands for our salvation,
he showed himself to be the priest, the altar, and the lamb
of sacrifice.
The joy of the resurrection renews the whole world,
while the choirs of heaven sing for ever to your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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ASCENSION I
This preface is said on the Ascension, and it may also be said (or any
Easter preface) in all Masses which have no preface of their own, from the
Ascension to the Saturday before Pentecost inclusive.
When Eucharistic Prayer I is used ,the special form of In union with the
whole church is used.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.
[Today] the Lord Jesus, the king of glory,

the conqueror of sin and death,
ascended to heaven while the angels sang his praises.
Christ the mediator between God and man,
judge of the world and Lord of all,
has passed beyond our sight,
not to abandon us but to be our hope.
Christ is the beginning, the head of the Church;
where he has gone we hope to follow.
The joy of the resurrection and the ascension renews the
whole world,
while the choirs of heaven sing for ever to your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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ASCENSION II
This preface is said on the Ascension, and it may also be said (or any
Easter preface) in all Masses which have no preface of their own, from the
Ascension to the Saturday before Pentecost inclusive.
When Eucharistic Prayer I is used ,the special form of In union with the
whole church is used.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In his risen body he plainly showed himself to his disciples
and was taken up to heaven in their sight
to claim for us a share in his divine life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven
we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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WEEKDAYS I
This preface is said in Masses which have no preface of their own, unless
they call for a seasonal preface.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In him you have renewed all things
and you have given us all a share in his riches.
Though his nature was divine,
he stripped himself of glory
and by shedding his blood on the cross
he brought his peace to the world.
Therefore he was exalted above all creation
and became the source of eternal life
to all who serve him.
And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven
we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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WEEKDAYS II
This preface is said in Masses which have no preface of their own, unless
they call for a seasonal preface.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

I

n love you created man,
in justice you condemned him,
but in mercy your redeemed him,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him the angels and all the choirs of heaven
worship in awe before you presence.
May our voices be one with theirs
as they sing with joy
the hymn of your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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WEEKDAYS III
This preface is said in Masses which have no preface of their own, unless
they call for a seasonal preface.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

Through your beloved Son
you created our human family.
Through him your restored us to your likeness.
Therefore it is your right
to receive the obedience of all creation,
the praise of the Church on earth,
the thanksgiving of your saints in heaven.
We too rejoice with the angels
as we proclaim your glory for ever:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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WEEKDAYS IV
This preface is said in Masses which have no preface of their own, unless
they call for a seasonal preface.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

You have no need of our praise,
yet our desire to thank you is itself your gift.
Our prayer of thanksgiving adds nothing to your greatness,
but makes us grow in your grace,
through Christ our Lord.
In our joy we sing to your glory
with all the choirs of angels:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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WEEKDAYS V
This preface is said in Masses which have no preface of their own, unless
they call for a seasonal preface.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
With love we celebrate his death.
With living faith we proclaim his resurrection.
With unwavering hope we await his return in glory.
Now, with the saints and all the angels
we praise you for ever:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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WEEKDAYS VI
This preface, taken from Eucharistic Prayer II, is said in Masses which
have no preface of their own, unless they call for a seasonal preface.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, it is our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks
through your beloved son Jesus Christ.
He is the Word through whom you made the universe,
the Savior you sent to redeem us.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
he took flesh and was born of the Virgin Mary.
For our sake he opened his arms on the cross;
he put an end to death
and revealed the resurrection.
In this he fulfilled your will
and won for you a holy people.
And so we join the angels and the saints
in proclaiming your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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BLESSED VIRGIN MARY I
This preface is said in Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with the
mention of the particular celebration, as indicated in the individual
Masses.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
(as we celebrate ... of the Blessed Virgin Mary).
(as we honor the Blessed Virgin Mary).

Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
she became the virgin mother of your only Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is for ever the light of the world.
Through him the choirs of angels
and all the powers of heaven
praise and worship your glory.
May our voices blend with theirs
as we join in their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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BLESSED VIRGIN MARY II
This preface is said in Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks,
and to praise you for your gifts
as we contemplate your saints in glory.
In celebrating the memory of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
it is our special joy to echo her song of thanksgiving.
What wonders you have worked throughout the world.
All generations have shared the greatness of your love.
When you looked on Mary your lowly servant,
you raised her to be the mother of Jesus Christ, your son
Our Lord.,
the savior of all mankind.
Through him the angels of heaven
offer their prayer of adoration
as they rejoice in your presence for ever.
May our voices be one with theirs
in their triumphant hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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MARY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS I
This preface is said on the solemnity of Mary, Help of Christians.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
As your humble servant and model of every virtue,
she corresponded fully with your loving plan,
by cooperating in obedience of faith and burning love
in the work of Christ our savior.
United with him in glory,
she continues her mission to the Church:
with motherly concern she helps and assists her children
in their struggles and dangers,
as they make their way to the heavenly Jerusalem.
For this gift of your goodness
heaven and earth unite in exultation
to sing a new song:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prefaces for Mary, Help of Christians

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS II
The Virgin Mary, mother and helper of Christian people
This preface is said in votive Masses in honor of Mary Help of Christians.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
You have given the Immaculate Virgin Mary,
the mother of your Son,
to Christian peoples as their helper and mother,
so that they may fight bravely for the faith,
and being firmly rooted in the teaching of the Apostles
may weather life's storms
and attain the perfect joy of their heavenly home.
And so today and always
we join our voices with the angelic choirs
as they sing with exultation the hymn to your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prefaces for Martyrs

MARTYRS
This preface is said on solemnities and feasts of martyrs. It may also be
said on the memorials of martyrs.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

Your holy martyr(s) N. followed the example of
Christ,
and gave his (her/their) life (lives) for the glory of your
name.
His (her/their) death(s) reveal(s) your power
shining through hour human weakness.
You choose the weak and make them strong
in bearing witness to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our unending joy we echo on earth
the song of the angels in heaven
as they praise your glory for ever:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Preface of Pastors

PASTORS
This preface is said on the solemnities and feasts of pastors. It may also
be said on the memorials of pastors.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

You give the Church this feast in honor of Saint N.;
you inspire us by his holy life,
instruct us by his preaching,
and give us your protection in answer to his prayers.
We join the angels and the saints
as they sing their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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St. Francis de Sales Preface

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
This preface is said on the feast of St. Francis de Sales and in votive Masses in his
honor.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
You raised up in the Church
Saint Francis de Sales,
a pastor after your own heart,
to enlighten the devotion of Christian people
by his writings, word and example,
and make smooth for all the way of sanctification.
Filled with the Holy Spirit of gentleness and kindness,
he led sinners to do penance
and strove to restore the unity of believers
in a bond of charity and peace.
Gathered in this festive assembly
to celebrate the wonders of your love,
we join our voices with the choirs of angels and saints
to proclaim your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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St. John Bosco Preface

ST. JOHN BOSCO
This preface is said on the solemnity of St. John Bosco and in votive Masses in
his honor.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Father of eternal love
you have raised up Saint John Bosco in the Church
as the father, brother and friend of the young,
to lead them along the way of salvation.
With a prophetic vision of new times to come,
he prepared them to face up to life
with honesty, integrity and active faith.
Under the impulse of your Spirit,
he brought into being a great Family
to continue throughout the world
his mission of father and teacher.
And we, gathered together in festive assembly,
raise up to you, Father,
our hymn of adoration and praise,
as together with the angels and saints in heaven
we proclaim your glory saying (singing):
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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St. Dominic Savio Preface

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO
This preface is said on the feast of St. Dominic Savio and in votive Masses in his honor.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In the festive assembly of your saints
you make the young Dominic Savio
a shining light.
Docile to the action of your Spirit,
he was able to travel in a short space of time
a sure and simple way to holiness
in joy of heart and faithful fulfillment
of his daily duties.
In the company any of the angels and saints
we raise our humble voices in a hymn of praise
as we proclaim your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello Preface

ST. MARY DOMENICA MAZZARELLO
This preface is said on the feast of St. Mary Mazzarello and in votive Masses in her
honor.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Saint Mary Domenica Mazzarello,
the wise and vigilant virgin,
you manifested caring fidelity and patient kindness,
sincere humility and laborious poverty,
joyful obedience and trusting spiritual abandon.
Through your Spirit
you called her to join with Saint John Bosco
in founding a new religious family,
to offer to young people
a sign of the immense love
you have given us in Christ your Son.
And we, united in fraternal exultation,
praise and bless you, Father,
with all the saints of heaven
as we proclaim your glory, saying (singing):
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Virgins and Religious Preface

VIRGINS AND RELIGIOUS
This preface is said on the solemnities and feasts of virgins and religious.
It may also be said on the memorials of virgins and religious.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

Today we honor your saints
who consecrated their lives to Christ
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.
What love you show us
as you recall mankind to its innocence,
and invite us to taste on earth
the gifts of the world to come!
Now, with the saints and all the angels
we praise your for ever:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Holy Men and Women I Preface

HOLY MEN AND WOMEN I
This preface is said of all saints, patrons, and titulars of churches, and on
the solemnities and feasts of saints which have no preface of their own. It
may also be said on the memorials of saints.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

You are glorified in your saints,
for their glory is the crowning of your gifts.
In their lives on earth
you give us an example.
In our communion with them,
you give us their friendship.
In their prayer for the Church
you give us strength and protection.
This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory,
to share their prize of everlasting glory,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
With angels and archangels
and the whole company of saints
we sing our unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Holy Men and Women II Preface

HOLY MEN AND WOMEN II
This preface is said in Masses of all saints, patrons, and titulars of
churches, and on the solemnities and feasts of saints which have no
preface of their own. It may also be said on the memorials of saints.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

You renew the Church in every age
by raising up men and women outstanding in holiness,
living witnesses of your unchanging love.
They inspire us by their heroic lives,
and help us by their constant prayers
to be the living sign of your saving power.
We praise you, Lord, with all the angels and saints
in their song of joy:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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For the Beginning of the School Year Preface

FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
THE GLORY OF GOD IS HUMAN BEINGS FULLY ALIVE
This preface is said in those Masses said at the beginning of the school year.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
You are the only God, living and true:
heaven and earth are filled with your presence,
but especially have you impressed the sign of your glory
on men and women created in your image.
You have called them to cooperate by their daily work
in your plan of creation;
you give them your Spirit
so that in Christ, the new man,
they may become architects of justice and peace.
And so in the company of your angels and saints
we sing with joy the hymn of your praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Christian Death I Preface

FOR YOUTH RETREATS AND DAYS OF RECOLLECTION
CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL
This preface is said in those Masses celebrated during young peoples’ retreats and
on days of recollection.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
and praise
for all the gifts you have bestowed on us in your mercy.
In your fatherly love
you have called us individually
to a life in Christ,
and entrusted to each of us a particular mission.
You sent your only Son
to be our light and support on our pilgrimage,
so that we may be united to you
in a bond of eternal friendship.
To the story of his redemption
you have willed to associate the story of our own lives,
and have made us children of the Church
to be diligent workers for peace
and courageous in proclaiming the gospel.
In our gratitude, Father, we join the angels and saints
as they sing their hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Christian Death I Preface
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Christian Death I Preface

CHRISTIAN DEATH I
THE HOPE OF RISING IN CHRIST
This preface is said in Masses for the dead.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In him, who rose from the dead,
our hope of resurrection dawned.
The sadness of death gives way
to the bright promise of immortality.
Lord, for your faithful people life is changed, not ended.
When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death
we gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.
And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven
we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Christian Death II Preface

CHRISTIAN DEATH II
CHRIST’S DEATH, OUR LIFE
This preface is said in Masses for the dead.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
He chose to die
that he might free all men from dying.
He gave his life
that we might live to you alone for ever.
In our joy we sing to your glory
with all the choirs of angels:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Christian Death III Preface

CHRISTIAN DEATH III
CHRIST, SALVATION AND LIFE
This preface is said in Masses for the dead.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In him the world is saved,
man is reborn,
and the dead rise again to life.
Through Christ the angels of heaven
offer their prayer of adoration
as they rejoice in your presence for ever.
May our voices be one with theirs
in their triumphant hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Christian Death IV Preface

CHRISTIAN DEATH IV
FROM EARTHLY LIFE TO HEAVEN’S GLORY
This preface is said in Masses for the dead.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.
By your power you bring us to birth.
By your providence you rule our lives.
By your command you free us at last from sin
as we return to the dust from which we came.
Through the saving death of your Son
we rise at your word to the glory of the resurrection.
Now we join the angels and the saints
as they sing their unending hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Christian Death V Preface

CHRISTIAN DEATH V
OUR RESURRECTION THROUGH CHRIST’S VICTORY
This preface is said in Masses for the dead.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

F

ather, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Death is the just reward for our sins,
yet, when at last we die,
your loving kindness calls us back to life
in company with Christ,
whose victory is our redemption.
Our hearts are joyful,
for we have seen your salvation,
and now with the angels and saints
we praise you for ever:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Eucharistic Prayer I

In all Masses, the Priest celebrant is permitted to sing parts of the Eucharistic
Prayer provided with musical notation below, especially the principal parts.
In Eucharistic Prayer I, the Roman Canon, the words included in brackets may be
omitted.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I
(THE ROMAN CANON)

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
Then follows the Preface to be used in accord with the rubrics, which concludes:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

o you, therefore, most merciful Father,
we make humble prayer and petition
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord:
He joins his hands and says

that you accept
He makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and chalice together, saying:

and bless ╬ these gifts, these offerings,
these holy and unblemished sacrifices,
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With hands extended, he continues:

which we offer you firstly
for your holy catholic Church.

B

e pleased to grant her peace,
to guard, unite and govern her
throughout the whole world,
together with your servant N. our Pope
and N. our Bishop,*
and all those who, holding to the truth,
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.
*
Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops
Commemoration of the Living.

Remember, Lord, your servants N. and N.
The Priest joins his hands and prays briefly for those for whom he intends to pray.
Then, with hands extended, he continues:

and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you.

F

or them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise
or they offer it for themselves
and all who are dear to them:
for the redemption of their souls,
in hope of health and well-being,
and paying their homage to you,
the eternal God, living and true.
Within the Action.

I

n communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary,
Mother of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ,
† and blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
your blessed Apostles and Martyrs,
Peter and Paul, Andrew,
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(James, John,

Thomas, James, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew,
Simon and Jude;
Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus,
Cornelius, Cyprian,
Lawrence, Chrysogonus,
John and Paul,
Cosmas and Damian)
and all your Saints;
we ask that through their merits and prayers,
in all things we may be defended
by your protecting help.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

PROPER FORMS OF THE COMMUNICANTES
____________________
On the Nativity of the Lord and
throughout the Octave

eternal with you in your glory,
appeared in a human body, truly
sharing our flesh,
and in communion with those
whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious everVirgin Mary,
Mother of our God and
Lord, Jesus Christ, †

Celebrating the most
sacred night (day)
on which blessed Mary the
immaculate Virgin
brought forth the Savior for this
world,
and in communion with those
whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious everVirgin Mary,
Mother of our God and
Lord, Jesus Christ, †

From the Mass of the Easter
Vigil until the Second Sunday of Easter

Celebrating the most
sacred night (day)
of the Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the flesh,
and in communion with those
whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious everVirgin Mary,

On the Epiphany of the Lord

Celebrating the most sacred day
on which your Only Begotten
Son,
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Mother of our God and
Lord, Jesus Christ, †

Mother of our God and
Lord, Jesus Christ, †

On the Ascension of the Lord

On Pentecost Sunday

Celebrating the most sacred day
on which your Only Begotten
Son, our Lord,
placed at the right hand of your
glory
our weak human nature,
which he had united to himself,
and in communion with those
whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious everVirgin Mary,

Celebrating the most sacred day
of Pentecost,
on which the Holy Spirit
appeared to the Apostles in
tongues of fire,
and in communion with those
whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious everVirgin Mary,
Mother of our God and
Lord, Jesus Christ,

____________________
With hands extended, the Priest continues:

T

herefore, Lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation
and counted among the flock of those you have chosen.
He joins his hands.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
____________________
From the Mass of the Easter Vigil until the Second Sunday of Easter

Therefore, Lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of
our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for those to whom you have
been pleased to give
the new birth of water and the
Holy Spirit,

granting them forgiveness of all
their sins;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be
delivered from eternal
damnation
and counted among the flock of
those you have chosen.
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He joins his hands.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
____________________
Holding his hands extended over the offerings, he says:

B

e pleased, O God, we pray,
to bless, acknowledge,
and approve this offering in every respect;
make it spiritual and acceptable,
so that it may become for us
the Body and Blood of your most beloved Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ.
He joins his hands.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

O

n the day before he was to suffer,
He takes the bread
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread in his holy and venerable hands,
He raises his eyes.

and with eyes raised to heaven
to you, O God, his almighty Father,
giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration.
After this, the Priest continues:
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In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took this precious chalice
in his holy and venerable hands,
and once more giving you thanks, he said the blessing
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration.
Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:
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T

herefore, O Lord,
as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion,
the Resurrection from the dead,
and the glorious Ascension into heaven
of Christ, your Son, our Lord,
we, your servants and your holy people,
offer to your glorious majesty
from the gifts that you have given us,
this pure victim,
this holy victim,
this spotless victim,
the holy Bread of eternal life
and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.

B

e pleased to look upon these offerings
with a serene and kindly countenance,
and to accept them,
as once you were pleased to accept
the gifts of your servant Abel the just,
the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith,
and the offering of your high priest Melchizedek,
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.
Bowing, with hands joined, he continues:

I

n humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:
command that these gifts be borne
by the hands of your holy Angel
to your altar on high
in the sight of your divine majesty,
so that all of us, who through this participation at the altar
receive the most holy Body and Blood of your Son,
He stands upright again and signs himself with the Sign of the Cross, saying:

may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.
He joins his hands.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
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Commemoration of the Dead
With hands extended, the Priest says:

R

emember also, Lord, your servants N. and N.,
who have gone before us with the sign of faith
and rest in the sleep of peace.
He joins his hands and prays briefly for those who have died and for whom he
intends to pray.
Then, with hands extended, he continues:

G

rant them, O Lord, we pray,
and all who sleep in Christ,
a place of refreshment, light and peace.
He joins his hands.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
He strikes his breast with his right hand, saying:

T

o us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,
And, with hands extended, he continues:

hope in your abundant mercies,
graciously grant some share
and fellowship with your holy Apostles and Martyrs:
with John the Baptist, Stephen,
Matthias, Barnabas,
(Ignatius, Alexander,
Marcellinus, Peter,
Felicity, Perpetua,
Agatha, Lucy,
Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia)
and all your Saints;
admit us, we beseech you,
into their company,
not weighing our merits,
but granting us your pardon,
He joins his hands.
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through Christ our Lord.
And he continues:

T

hrough whom
you continue to make all these good things, O Lord;
you sanctify them, fill them with life,
bless them, and bestow them upon us.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II
Although it is provided with its own Preface, this Eucharistic Prayer may also be
used with other Prefaces, especially those that present an overall view of the mystery of
salvation, such as the Common Prefaces.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most holy,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
your Word through whom you made all things,
whom you sent as our Savior and Redeemer,
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin.
Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people,
he stretched out his hands as he endured his Passion,
so as to break the bonds of death and manifest the resurrection.
And so, with the Angels and all the Saints
we declare your glory,
as with one voice we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy, O Lord,
the fount of all holiness.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
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by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and the
chalice together, saying:

so that they may become for us
the Body and ╬ Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He joins his hands.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

At the time he was betrayed
and entered willingly into his Passion,
He takes the bread
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration.
After this, he continues:

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice
and, once more giving thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.
177

Eucharistic Prayer II

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration. Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, as we celebrate
the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, Lord,
the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
to be in your presence and minister to you.
Humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.
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R

emember, Lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop*
and all the clergy.
*
Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops.
____________________
In Masses for the Dead, the following may be added:
Remember your servant N.,
whom you have called (today)

from this world to yourself.
Grant that he (she) who was united with your Son in a death
like his,
may also be one with him in his Resurrection.
____________________

R

emember also our brothers and sisters
who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection,
and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.
Have mercy on us all, we pray,
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with the blessed Apostles,
and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout the ages,
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
and may praise and glorify you
He joins his hands.

through your Son, Jesus Christ.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
Then follows the Preface to be used in accord with the rubrics, which concludes:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and all you have created
rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

T

herefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same Spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread
and chalice together, saying:

that they may become the Body and ╬ Blood of your Son
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our Lord Jesus Christ,
He joins his hands.

at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced
clearly and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

For on the night he was betrayed
He takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he himself took bread,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten,
and genuflects in adoration.
After this, he continues:

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
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He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and
genuflects in adoration.
Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial
of the saving Passion of your Son,
his wondrous Resurrection
and Ascension into heaven,
and as we look forward to his second coming,
we offer you in thanksgiving
this holy and living sacrifice.

L

ook, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church
and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by whose death
you willed to reconcile us to yourself,
grant that we, who are nourished
by the Body and Blood of your Son
and filled with his Holy Spirit,
may become one body, one spirit in Christ.
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M

ay he make of us
an eternal offering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with your blessed Apostles and glorious Martyrs
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron Saint)
and with all the Saints,
on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.

M

ay this Sacrifice of our reconciliation,
we pray, O Lord,
advance the peace and salvation of all the world.

B

e pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant N. our Pope and N. our Bishop,*
the Order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.

L

isten graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, O merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
† To our departed brothers and sisters

and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy forever the fullness of your glory
He joins his hands.

through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good. †
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
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O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite
____________________________________________________________
When this Eucharistic Prayer is used in Masses for the Dead, the following may be said:
† Remember your servant N.
whom you have called (today)

from this world to yourself.
Grant that he (she) who was united with your Son in a death like his,
may also be one with him in his Resurrection,
when from the earth
he will raise up in the flesh those who have died,
and transform our lowly body
after the pattern of his own glorious body.
To our departed brothers and sisters, too,
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory,
when you will wipe away every tear from our eyes.
For seeing you, our God, as you are,
we shall be like you for all the ages
and praise you without end,
He joins his hands.

through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good. †
____________________________________________________________
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER IV

╬
It is not permitted to change the Preface of this Eucharistic Prayer because of the
structure of the Prayer itself, which presents a summary of the history of
salvation.
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right to give you thanks,
truly just to give you glory, Father most holy,
for you are the one God living and true,
existing before all ages and abiding for all eternity,
dwelling in unapproachable light;
yet you, who alone are good, the source of life,
have made all that is,
so that you might fill your creatures with blessings
and bring joy to many of them by the glory of your light.
And so, in your presence are countless hosts of Angels,
who serve you day and night
and, gazing upon the glory of your face,
glorify you without ceasing.
With them we, too, confess your name in exultation,
giving voice to every creature under heaven,
as we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Priest, with hands extended, says:

W

e give you praise, Father most holy,
for you are great
and you have fashioned all your works
in wisdom and in love.

Y

ou formed man in your own image
and entrusted the whole world to his care,
so that in serving you alone, the Creator,
he might have dominion over all creatures.
And when through disobedience he had lost your friendship,
you did not abandon him to the domain of death.
For you came in mercy to the aid of all,
so that those who seek might find you.

T

ime and again you offered them covenants
and through the prophets
taught them to look forward to salvation.
And you so loved the world, Father most holy,
that in the fullness of time
you sent your Only Begotten Son to be our Savior.
Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary,
he shared our human nature
in all things but sin.

T

o the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation,
to prisoners, freedom,
and to the sorrowful of heart, joy.
To accomplish your plan,
he gave himself up to death,
and, rising from the dead,
he destroyed death and restored life.
186

Eucharistic Prayer IV

A

nd that we might live no longer for ourselves
but for him who died and rose again for us,
he sent the Holy Spirit from you, Father,
as the first fruits for those who believe,
so that, bringing to perfection his work in the world,
he might sanctify creation to the full.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, O Lord, we pray:
may this same Holy Spirit
graciously sanctify these offerings,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and
chalice together, saying:

that they may become
the Body and ╬Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
He joins his hands.

for the celebration of this great mystery,
which he himself left us
as an eternal covenant.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

F

or when the hour had come
for him to be glorified by you, Father most holy,
having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end:
and while they were at supper,
He takes the bread
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
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He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration.
After this, he continues:

In a similar way,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

taking the chalice filled with the fruit of the vine,
he gave thanks,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration.
Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
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we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then, with hands extended, the Priest says:

T

herefore, O Lord,
as we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption,
we remember Christ’s Death
and his descent to the realm of the dead,
we proclaim his Resurrection
and his Ascension to your right hand,
and, as we await his coming in glory,
we offer you his Body and Blood,
the sacrifice acceptable to you
which brings salvation to the whole world.

L

ook, O Lord, upon the Sacrifice
which you yourself have provided for your Church,
and grant in your loving kindness
to all who partake of this one Bread and one Chalice
that, gathered into one body by the Holy Spirit,
they may truly become a living sacrifice in Christ
to the praise of your glory.

T

herefore, Lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant N. our Pope,
N. our Bishop,* and the whole Order of Bishops,
all the clergy,
those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.

R

emember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ
and all the dead,
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whose faith you alone have known.

T

o all of us, your children,
grant, O merciful Father,
that we may enter into a heavenly inheritance
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
and with your Apostles and Saints in your kingdom.
There, with the whole of creation,
freed from the corruption of sin and death,
may we glorify you through Christ our Lord,
He joins his hands.

through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayers for Reconciliation may be used in Masses in which
the mystery of reconciliation is conveyed to the faithful in a special way, as,
for example, in the Masses for Promoting Harmony, For Reconciliation, For
the Preservation of Peace and Justice, In Time of War or Civil Disturbance,
For the Forgiveness of Sins, For Charity, of the Mystery of the Holy Cross,
of the Most Holy Eucharist, of the Most Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ, as well as in Masses during Lent. Although these Eucharistic Prayers
have been provided with a proper Preface, they may also be used with other
Prefaces that refer to penance and conversion, as, for example, the Prefaces
of Lent.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS
FOR RECONCILIATION
I
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just
that we should always give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For you do not cease to spur us on
to possess a more abundant life
and, being rich in mercy,
you constantly offer pardon
and call on sinners
to trust in your forgiveness alone.
Never did you turn away from us,
and, though time and again we have broken your covenant,
you have bound the human family to yourself
through Jesus your Son, our Redeemer,
with a new bond of love so tight
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that it can never be undone.
Even now you set before your people
a time of grace and reconciliation,
and, as they turn back to you in spirit,
you grant them hope in Christ Jesus
and a desire to be of service to all,
while they entrust themselves
more fully to the Holy Spirit.
And so, filled with wonder,
we extol the power of your love,
and, proclaiming our joy
at the salvation that comes from you,
we join in the heavenly hymn of countless hosts,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and from the world’s beginning
are ceaselessly at work,
so that the human race may become holy,
just as you yourself are holy.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

L

ook, we pray, upon your people’s offerings
and pour out on them the power of your Spirit,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and

chalice
together, saying:

that they may become the Body and

╬ Blood
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He joins his hands.

of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
in whom we, too, are your sons and daughters.

I

ndeed, though we once were lost
and could not approach you,
you loved us with the greatest love:
for your Son, who alone is just,
handed himself over to death,
and did not disdain to be nailed for our sake
to the wood of the Cross.

B

ut before his arms were outstretched between heaven and earth,
to become the lasting sign of your covenant,
he desired to celebrate the Passover with his disciples.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and
distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

As he ate with them,
He takes the bread
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to them, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in
adoration.
After this, he continues:
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In a similar way, when supper was ended,
knowing that he was about to reconcile all things in himself
through his Blood to be shed on the Cross,
He takes the chalice
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, filled with the fruit of the vine,
and once more giving you thanks,
handed the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration.
Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
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for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, as we celebrate
the memorial of your Son Jesus Christ,
who is our Passover and our surest peace,
we celebrate his Death and Resurrection from the dead,
and looking forward to his blessed Coming,
we offer you, who are our faithful and merciful God,
this sacrificial Victim
who reconciles to you the human race.

L

ook kindly, most compassionate Father,
on those you unite to yourself
by the Sacrifice of your Son,
and grant that, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
as they partake of this one Bread and one Chalice,
they may be gathered into one Body in Christ,
who heals every division.
Be pleased to keep us always
in communion of mind and heart,
together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop.*
*Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop or of Auxiliary Bishops

H

elp us to work together
for the coming of your Kingdom,
until the hour when we stand before you,
Saints among the Saints in the halls of heaven,
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
the blessed Apostles and all the Saints,
and with our deceased brothers and sisters,
whom we humbly commend to your mercy.

T

hen, freed at last from the wound of corruption
and made fully into a new creation,
we shall sing to you with gladness
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He joins his hands.

the thanksgiving of Christ,
who lives for all eternity.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
FOR RECONCILIATION
II
(Notes for Concelebration)
The Preface and

You, therefore, almighty Father
To

handed over to death
inclusive are said by the principal celebrant alone, with hands extended.
From

And now, celebrating the reconciliation
To

when we celebrate these mysteries
inclusive is spoken together by all the concelebrants, with hands extended toward
the offerings.
From

he himself
to

the sacrifice of perfect reconciliation
inclusive, all the concelebrants together speak in this manner:
a) The part

he himself,
with hands joined’
While speaking the words of the Lord, each extends his right hand toward the
bread and
toward the chalice, if this seems appropriate; as the host and the chalice are
elevated at the
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Consecration, however, the concelebrants look toward them and then bow
profoundly.
b) The parts

Celebrating therefore the memorial,
with hands extended.
It is appropriate that the intercessions

Holy Father, we humbly beseech you
and

Just as you have gathered us now
be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces this
prayer alone, with hands extended.
The following parts especially may be sung:

And now, celebrating the reconciliation;
He himself;
In a similar way on that same evening;
Celebrating therefore the memorial,
as well as the concluding doxology.
The concluding doxology of the Eucharistic Prayer is pronounced by the principal
celebrant
alone, or by all the concelebrants together with the principal celebrant.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
FOR RECONCILIATION
II
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just
that we should give you thanks and praise,
O God, almighty Father,
for all you do in this world,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
For though the human race
is divided by dissension and discord,
yet we know that by testing us
you change our hearts
to prepare them for reconciliation.
Even more, by your Spirit you move human hearts
that enemies may speak to each other again,
adversaries may join hands,
and peoples seek to meet together.
By the working of your power
it comes about, O Lord,
that hatred is overcome by love,
revenge gives way to forgiveness,
and discord is changed to mutual respect.
Therefore, as we give you ceaseless thanks
with the choirs of heaven,
we cry out to your majesty on earth,
and without end we acclaim:
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

You, therefore, almighty Father,
we bless through Jesus Christ your Son,
who comes in your name.
He himself is the Word that brings salvation,
the hand you extend to sinners,
the way by which your peace is offered to us.
When we ourselves had turned away from you
on account of our sins,
you brought us back to be reconciled, O Lord,
so that, converted at last to you,
we might love one another
through your Son,
whom for our sake you handed over to death.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

And now, celebrating the reconciliation
Christ has brought us,
we entreat you:
sanctify these gifts by the outpouring of your Spirit,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and
chalice together, saying:

that they may become the Body and
whose command we fulfill
when we celebrate these mysteries.

╬ Blood of your Son,

He joins his hands.
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In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

For when about to give his life to set us free,
as he reclined at supper,
He takes the bread
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he himself took bread into his hands,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in
adoration.
After this, he continues:

In a similar way, on that same evening,
He takes the chalice
and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice of blessing in his hands,
confessing your mercy,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
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He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration. Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

Celebrating, therefore, the memorial
of the Death and Resurrection of your Son,
who left us this pledge of his love,
we offer you what you have bestowed on us,
the Sacrifice of perfect reconciliation.
Holy Father, we humbly beseech you
to accept us also, together with your Son,
and in this saving banquet
graciously to endow us with his very Spirit,
who takes away everything
that estranges us from one another.
May he make your Church a sign of unity
and an instrument of your peace among all people
and may he keep us in communion
with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop*
*Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop or of Auxiliary Bishops
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and all the Bishops
and your entire people.
Just as you have gathered us now at the table of your Son,
so also bring us together,
with the glorious Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with your blessed Apostles and all the Saints,
with our brothers and sisters
and those of every race and tongue
who have died in your friendship.
Bring us to share with them the unending banquet of unity
in a new heaven and a new earth,
where the fullness of your peace will shine forth
He joins his hands.

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people continue:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
FOR VARIOUS NEEDS
(Notes for Concelebration)
The Preface and

You are indeed Holy
to

and breaks the bread
inclusive are said by the principal celebrant alone, with hands extended.
From

Therefore, Father most merciful
to

of our Lord Jesus Christ
inclusive is spoken together by all the concelebrants, with hands extended toward
the offerings.
From

On the day before he was to suffer
to

in whose Body and Blood we have communion
inclusive, all the concelebrants together speak in this manner:
a) The part

On the day before he was to suffer,
with hands joined.
While speaking the words of the Lord, each extends his right hand toward the
bread and toward the chalice, if this seems appropriate; as the host and the chalice
are elevated at the Consecration, however, the concelebrants look toward them
and then bow profoundly.
b) The parts

Therefore, holy Father
and

Look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
with hands extended.
It is appropriate that the intercessions

Lord, renew your Church;
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or

And so, having called us to your table;
or

By our partaking;
or

Bring your Church, O Lord;
as well as

Remember our Brothers and sisters;
be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces these
prayers alone, with hands extended.
The following parts especially may be sung:

On the day before he was to suffer; In a similar way; Therefore, holy
Father; Look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
as well as the concluding doxology.
The concluding doxology of the Eucharistic Prayer is pronounced by the principal
celebrant alone, or by all the concelebrants along with the principal celebrant.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR USE IN
MASSES FOR VARIOUS NEEDS
I
The Church on the Path of Unity
The following form of this Eucharistic Prayer is appropriately used with Mass
formularies
such as, For the Church, For the Pope, For the Bishop, For the Election of a Pope or a
Bishop, For a Council or Synod, For Priests, For the Priest Himself, For Ministers of the
Church, and For a Spiritual or Pastoral Gathering.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just to give you thanks
and raise to you a hymn of glory and praise,
O Lord, Father of infinite goodness.
For by the word of your Son’s Gospel
you have brought together one Church
from every people, tongue, and nation,
and, having filled her with life by the power of your Spirit,
you never cease through her
to gather the whole human race into one.
Manifesting the covenant of your love,
she dispenses without ceasing
the blessed hope of your Kingdom
and shines bright as the sign of your faithfulness,
which in Christ Jesus our Lord
you promised would last for eternity.
And so, with all the Powers of heaven,
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we worship you constantly on earth,
while, with all the Church,
as one voice we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy and to be glorified, O God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your Son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love,
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the Scriptures and breaks the bread.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

T

herefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and
chalice together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and ╬ Blood
He joins his hands.

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

On the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the Last Supper,
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He takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration. After this, he continues:

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration. Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:
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When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, holy Father,
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your Son, our Savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.
Look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth
the paschal Sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the Spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your Son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

L

ord, renew your Church (which is in N.)
by the light of the Gospel.
Strengthen the bond of unity
between the faithful and the pastors of your people,
together with N. our Pope, N. our Bishop,*
*Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop or of Auxiliary Bishops

and the whole Order of Bishops,
that in a world torn by strife
your people may shine forth
as a prophetic sign of unity and concord.

R

emember our brothers and sisters (N. and N.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
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and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
Admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.

G

rant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you for ever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with the Apostles and Martyrs,
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the Saints,
we shall praise and exalt you
He joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your Son.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR USE IN
MASSES FOR VARIOUS NEEDS
II

God Guides His Church along the Way of Salvation
The following form of this Eucharistic Prayer is appropriately used with Mass
formularies
such as, For the Church, For Vocations to Holy Orders, For the Laity, For the Family, For
Religious, For Vocations to Religious Life, For Charity, For Relatives and Friends, and
For Giving Thanks to God.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father,
creator of the world and source of all life.
For you never forsake the works of your wisdom,
but by your providence are even now at work in our midst.
With mighty hand and outstretched arm
you led your people Israel through the desert.
Now, as your Church makes her pilgrim journey in the world,
you always accompany her
by the power of the Holy Spirit
and lead her along the paths of time
to the eternal joy of your Kingdom,
through Christ our Lord.
And so, with the Angels and Saints,
we, too, sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

212

Eucharistic Prayer For Various Needs II

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy and to be glorified, O God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your Son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the Scriptures and breaks the bread.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

T

herefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and
chalice together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and ╬Blood
He joins his hands.

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

On the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the Last Supper,
He takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:
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he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration. After this, he continues:

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration. Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:
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Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, holy Father,
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your Son, our Savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

L

ook with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth
the paschal Sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the Spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your Son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.
And so, having called us to your table, Lord,
confirm us in unity,
so that, together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop,*
*Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop or of Auxiliary Bishops

with all Bishops, Priests and Deacons,
and your entire people,
as we walk your ways with faith and hope,
we may strive to bring joy and trust into the world.

R

emember our brothers and sisters (N. and N.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
Admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.
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G

rant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you forever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with the Apostles and Martyrs,
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the Saints,
we shall praise and exalt you
He joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your Son.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR USE IN
MASSES FOR VARIOUS NEEDS
III
Jesus, the Way to the Father
The following form of this Eucharistic Prayer is appropriately used with Mass
formularies such as, For the Evangelization of Peoples, For Persecuted Christians, For the
Nation or State, For Those in Public Office, For a Governing Assembly, At the
Beginning of the Civil Year, and For the Progress of Peoples.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
through Christ our Lord.
For by your Word you created the world
and you govern all things in harmony.
You gave us the same Word made flesh as Mediator,
and he has spoken your words to us
and called us to follow him.
He is the way that leads us to you,
the truth that sets us free,
the life that fills us with gladness.
Through your Son
you gather men and women,
whom you made for the glory of your name,
into one family,
redeemed by the Blood of his Cross
and signed with the seal of the Spirit.
Therefore now and for ages unending,
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with all the Angels,
we proclaim your glory,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy and to be glorified, O God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your Son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the Scriptures and breaks the bread.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

T

herefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and
chalice together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and ╬ Blood
He joins his hands.

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

On the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the Last Supper,
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He takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration. After this, he continues:

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration. Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:
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When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, holy Father,
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your Son, our Savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

L

ook with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth
the paschal Sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the Spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your Son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

B

y our partaking of this mystery, almighty Father,
give us life through your Spirit,
grant that we may be conformed to the image of your Son,
and confirm us in the bond of communion,
together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop,*
*Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop or of Auxiliary Bishops

with all other Bishops,
with Priests and Deacons,
and with your entire people.

G

rant that all the faithful of the Church,
looking into the signs of the times by the light of faith,
may constantly devote themselves
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to the service of the Gospel.

K

eep us attentive to the needs of all
that, sharing their grief and pain,
their joy and hope,
we may faithfully bring them the good news of salvation
and go forward with them
along the way of your Kingdom.

R

emember our brothers and sisters (N. and N.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
Admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.

G

rant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you forever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with the Apostles and Martyrs,
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the Saints,
we shall praise and exalt you,
He joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your Son.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR USE IN
MASSES FOR VARIOUS NEEDS
IV
Jesus, Who Went About Doing Good
The following form of this Eucharistic Prayer is appropriately used with Mass
formularies such as, For Refugees and Exiles, In Time of Famine or For Those Suffering
Hunger, For Our Oppressors, For Those Held in Captivity, For Those in Prison, For the
Sick, For the Dying, For the Grace of a Happy Death, and In Any Need.

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Father of mercies and faithful God.
For you have given us Jesus Christ, your Son,
as our Lord and Redeemer.
He always showed compassion
for children and for the poor,
for the sick and for sinners,
and he became a neighbor
to the oppressed and the afflicted.
By word and deed he announced to the world
that you are our Father
and that you care for all your sons and daughters.
And so, with all the Angels and Saints,
we exalt and bless your name
and sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Priest, with hands extended, says:

Y

ou are indeed Holy and to be glorified, O God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your Son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the Scriptures and breaks the bread.
He joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

T

herefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,
He joins his hands and makes the Sign of the Cross once over the bread and
chalice together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and ╬ Blood
He joins his hands.

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly
and distinctly, as the nature of these words requires.

On the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the Last Supper,
He takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
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broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
He shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and
genuflects in adoration. After this, he continues:

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
He takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
He bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
He shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in
adoration. Then he says:

The mystery of faith.
And the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
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for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says:

T

herefore, holy Father,
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your Son, our Savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

L

ook with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth
the paschal Sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the Spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your Son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.
Bring your Church, O Lord,
to perfect faith and charity,
together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop,*
*Mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop or of Auxiliary Bishops,

with all Bishops, Priests and Deacons,
and the entire people you have made your own.

O

pen our eyes
to the needs of our brothers and sisters;
inspire in us words and actions
to comfort those who labor and are burdened.
Make us serve them truly,
after the example of Christ and at his command.
And may your Church stand as a living witness
to truth and freedom,
to peace and justice,
that all people may be raised up to a new hope.
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R

emember our brothers and sisters (N. and N.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
Admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.

G

rant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you forever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with the Apostles and Martyrs,
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the Saints,
we shall praise and exalt you
He joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your Son.
He takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
forever and ever.
The people acclaim:

Amen.
Then follows the Communion Rite.
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COMMUNION RITE
The priest sets down the chalice and paten and, with hands joined, sings or
says:

(a) Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior
gave us:
(b) Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so we have the
courage to say:
(c) Let us ask our Father to forgive our sins and to bring us to
forgive those who sin against us:
(d) Let us pray for the coming of the kingdom as Jesus taught us:
THE LORD'S PRAYER
He extends his hands and continues, with the people:

Our Father, who are in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, from every evil,
and grant us peace in our day.
In your mercy keep us free from sin
and protect us from all anxiety
as we wait in joyful hope
for the coming our Savior, Jesus Christ.
The people answer:

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and for ever.
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SIGN OF PEACE
Then the priest, with hands extended, says aloud:

Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you;
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
He joins his hands.

Who live and reign forever and ever.
The people reply:

Amen.
The Priest, turned towards the people, extending and then joining his hands, adds:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
The people reply:
And with your spirit.
Then, if appropriate, the Deacon, or the Priest, adds:

Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
And all offer one another a sign, in keeping with local customs, that expresses
peace, Communion, and charity. The Priest gives the sign of peace to a Deacon or
minister.
Then he takes the host, breaks it over the paten, and places a small piece in the
chalice, saying quietly:

May this mingling of the Body and Blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ
bring eternal life to us who receive it.
Meanwhile the following is sung or said:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
Or:
The invocation may even be repeated several times if the fraction is prolonged. Only the
final time, however, is grant us peace said.
Then the Priest, with hands joined, says quietly:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
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and the work of the Holy Spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.
Or:

May the receiving of your Body and Blood,
Lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.
The Priest genuflects, takes the host and, holding it slightly raised above the paten
or
above the chalice, while facing the people, says aloud:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
And together with the people he adds once:

Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
The Priest, facing the altar, says quietly:

May the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.
And he reverently consumes the Body of Christ.
Then he takes the chalice and says quietly:

May the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.
And he reverently consumes the Blood of Christ.
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After this, he takes the paten or ciborium and approaches the communicants. The
Priest raises a host slightly and shows it to each of the communicants, saying:

The Body of Christ.
The communicant replies:

Amen.
And receives Holy Communion.
If a Deacon also distributes Holy Communion, he does so in the same manner.
If any are present who are to receive Holy Communion under both kinds, the rite
described in the proper place is to be followed.
While the Priest is receiving the Body of Christ, the Communion Chant begins.
When the distribution of Communion is over, the Priest or a Deacon or an acolyte
purifies the paten over the chalice and also the chalice itself.
While he carries out the purification, the Priest says quietly:

What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.
Then the Priest may return to the chair. If appropriate, a sacred silence may be
observed for a while, or a psalm or other canticle of praise or a hymn may be
sung.
Then, standing at the altar or at the chair and facing the people, with hands joined,
the Priest says:

Let us pray.
All pray in silence with the Priest for a while, unless silence has just been
observed.
Then the Priest, with hands extended, says the Prayer after Communion, at the
end of which the people acclaim:

Amen.
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Let us pray.
Priest and people pray in silence for a while, unless a period of silence has
already been observed. Then the priest extends his hand and sings or says
the prayer after communion, at the end of which the people respond:
Amen.

CONCLUDING RITE
If there are any brief announcements, they are made at this time..

GREETING
The rite of dismissal takes place.
Facing the people, the priest extends his hands and sings or says:

The Lord be with you.
The people answer:

And with your spirit..
____________________________________________________________
On certain days or occasions, this formula of blessing is preceded, in accordance
with
the rubrics, by another more solemn formula of blessing or by a prayer over the
people
____________________________________________________________
In a Pontifical Mass, the celebrant receives the miter and, extending his hands,
says:

The Lord be with you.
All reply:

And with your spirit.
The celebrant says:

Blessed be the name of the Lord.
All reply:

Now and for ever.
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The celebrant says:

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
All reply:

Who made heaven and earth.
Then the celebrant receives the pastoral staff, if he uses it, and says:

May almighty God bless you,
making the Sign of the Cross over the people three times, he adds:

the Father,

╬ and the Son,
╬ and the Holy
╬ Spirit.
All:

Amen.
____________________________________________________________
Then the Deacon, or the Priest himself, with hands joined and facing the people,
says:

Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Or:

Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
Or:

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
Or:

Go in peace.
The people reply:

Thanks be to God.
Then the Priest venerates the altar as usual with a kiss, as at the beginning. After
making a profound bow with the ministers, he withdraws.
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If any liturgical action follows immediately, the rites of dismissal are omitted.

BLESSING
Simple Form
The priest blesses the people with these words:

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ╬ and the Holy Spirit.
The people answer:
Amen.
On certain days or occasions another more solemn form of blessing or
prayer over the people may be used as the rubrics direct.

Solemn blessings
____________________________________________________________
First Form:

Deacon:
Bow your heads and pray for God's blessing.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
R. Amen.
May his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
R. Amen.
May he look upon you with kindness, and give you his peace.
R. Amen.
The priest always concludes the solemn blessing by adding

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ╬ and the Holy Spirit. R. Amen.
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____________________________________________________________
Second Form:

Deacon:
Bow your heads and pray for God's blessing.
May almighty God keep you from all harm and bless you with every
good gift.
R. Amen.

May he set his Word in your heart and fill you with lasting joy. R. Amen.
May you walk in his ways, always knowing what is right and good, until
you enter your heavenly inheritance. R. Amen.
The priest always concludes the solemn blessing by adding

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ╬ and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
____________________________________________________________
Third Form:

Deacon:
Bow your heads and pray for God's blessing.
God is the glory and joy of Saint(s) N., whose memory we
celebrate today. May his blessing be with you always.
R. Amen
May the prayers of Saint(s) N. deliver you from present evil. May
his (her, their) example of holy living turn your thoughts to service of
God and neighbor.
R. Amen.
God's holy Church rejoices that Saint(s) has (have) reached his (her,
their) heavenly goal, and is (are) in lasting peace. May you come to
share all the joys of our Father's house.
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R. Amen.
The priest always concludes the solemn blessing by adding

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ╬ and the Holy Spirit. R. Amen.
____________________________________________________________
Fourth Form:

Prayer over the people
Deacon:
Bow your head and pray for God's blessing.
The following prayers may be used, at the discretion of the priest at the
end of Mass.
The deacon gives the invitation, or in his absence the priest himself may
also give: Bow your heads and pray for God's blessing. Another form
of invitation may be used. Then the priest extends his hands over the
people while he says or sings the prayer. All respond: Amen.

God our Father,
may all Christian people rejoice in the glory of your saints.
Give us fellowship with them
and unending joy in your kingdom.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.
Lord,
you have given us many friends in heaven.
Through their prayers we are confident that you will watch over us
always
and fill our hearts with your love.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
After the prayer, the priest always adds:

May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son,
Spirit.
R. Amen.
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DISMISSAL
The dismissal sends each member of the congregation to do good works,
praising and blessing the Lord.
The deacon (or the priest), with hands joined, sings or says:

Go in the peace of Christ.
The Mass is ended, go in peace.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
The people answer:

Thanks be to God.
The priest kisses the altar as at the beginning.
customary reverence with the ministers and leaves.

Then he makes the

If any liturgical service follows immediately, the rite of dismissal is
omitted.
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