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THE SEPTEMBER MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR from the Salesian Bulletin
DON ANGEL FERNANDEZ ARTIME, SDB
Dear Friends,

“Jesus and the Crucified of This World”

In my office in Rome,
I have a crucifix that
speaks volumes to
me. It was given to
me by the Salesians in Peru
when I was visiting them.
It is a cross (as we well know,
the symbol of Christianity), but
it is not our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ who hangs on this
one; rather, it bears the image
#Holiness for you, too! of a poor boy. The message is
clear and very strong: our
Lord Jesus is being cruciIn this issue:
fied in those who are being
crucified in today’s world.
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IMPORTANT
DATES
 Sept. 8 - FMA Jubilees, Montreal; FMA Past Pupils’ Induction, Haledon, NJ
 Sept. 21 - SDB Jubilees, Stony
Point, NY
 Sept. 28 - SSCC Provincial
Congress, Canada
 Oct. 3 - Province SF Council
Meeting, Ramsey, NJ
 Oct. 10-15 - FMA Provincial
Chapter, Newton, NJ
 Oct. 10-13 - SSCC Delegate
Gathering & Regional Encounter, Puebla, Mexico
 Nov. 2 - SF Day, Montreal
 Nov. 7-10 - ADMA International Congress VIII, Buenos
Aires: Register here

Crucified were the teenagers
whom I came to know in Ciudad Don Bosco in Colombia,
who had been forced to become
guerrillas in FARC.
Crucified on a cross similar
to the one that I have in my
office were the teenaged and
little girls who were abused
sexually in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone. These are
now being sheltered and cared
for in the Salesian house there.
There are many others, however, still on the streets or imprisoned by Mafia-type groups.

Every day our Salesian confreres visit them, but they
have little hope. Among these
young people in the prison
some are terminally ill. Little
hope is accorded them. God
alone is their hope.

Crucified were the girls in
various countries that I visited
who were obliged to go to
work. We negotiated to get
permission for them to go to
school, but the first to resist
our proposal were their own
families because they would
lose those wages (no matter
how little they might be).

In all truth I do not wish to
make you sad, my dear
“We must be super vigilant to Crucified for many years
friends, readers of the Salecondemn what is worthy of
were the families of the
sian Bulletin. Much less,
Bororo and Xavante peocondemnation. We must be so
do I want to create in you a
active as to see what we must do ples in Brazil, who were in
“guilty conscience.” But I
danger of losing their lands
do wish to place before you and how and with whom we can to powerful land barons (os
unite forces.”
this question which I pose
facendeiros). Crucified, too,
to myself very frequently:
by being shot to death were
“Is it possible that we are incaCrucified were those boys our Salesian confrere Fr. Rupable of making this world and girls whom I encountered dolph and the Indian Simao,
more just? Will we never suc- in the Don Bosco Home in Gha- whose story I wrote on anothceed?”
na, saved from the hands of the er occasion.
I wish to believe that we can Mafia, who wanted them for
Crucified are the hundreds
succeed, that it is possible, and organ extraction to sell on the
of orphan children whom I
that we are making headway black market to those who are
met in Aleppo. Thanks to an
little by little, by baby steps. looking for organ transplants.
incomprehensible war, they
But we still have a long way to The day in which I arrived, I
have been robbed of everygo! I tell you this because in met nine little girls who had
thing.
these last six years, as I trav- been “condemned” to death by
Fortunately, Crucified for Jesus in these
eled the world to our Salesian those thugs.
places, I encountered many through Divine Providence, past months were our Salesian
crucifixions. This is a very they were saved by the police confreres Fr. Cesar Antonio
at the last moment and and Fr. Fernando Hernandez,
strong expression, is it not?
murdered in Burkina Faso.
Crucified were the street brought to the Salesian house.
But without a doubt there are Crucified in this world are
children whom I met in our
many who still lose their lives. all those who drown in Mare
Salesian presences in ColomCrucified were the many nostrum, the Mediterranean
bia, Sri Lanka, and Luanda in
Angola (and in many other teenagers who have been living Sea, on account of human trafpresences, where, lamentably, in prison for many years with- ficking. Launched onto the
children live on the world’s out having had a fair trial. Mediterranean without safeguards, they are abandoned by
streets).

Page 2

In, With, and For the Church

S. F. Snippets

Mother General Emerita, Sr. Antonia Colombo, FMA
Requiescat in pace
(Rector Major Letter, cont. from p. 1)
the traffickers after having paid
huge sums of money for each
“passage.” What an irony to call
their voyage a “passage”!
On every continent and in many nations, I met those who are crucified
in this world. So today I want to say
a few simple words to you: I refuse,
and we must refuse, to view these
realities in which the poor pay such
high costs as common, expected, and
natural. In the pharisaical and militant language of war, they use the
expression “collateral damage” –
but never, NEVER is a death, the
loss of a human life, to be regarded
as “collateral damage”!
When faced with so many crucifixions, we must see – must see only -and be aware that these things can
never be regarded as inevitable, unavoidable. We must be super vigilant
to condemn what is worthy of condemnation. We must be so active as
to see what we must do and how and
with whom we can unite forces.
The great people of history, the great
and the small saints, have done so.
They are many. The most wellknown to us is our beloved Don
Bosco. He constantly sought just
answers to unjust situations.
To end, my friends: the next time
that you contemplate a crucifix, recall some of these words since, most
probably – and I say this with pain
in my heart – there will still be others who will be crucified.
May the good Lord bless you.
Don Angel

Mother Antonia Colombo
was born at Lecco, Italy, on
April 12, 1935. She made
her first profession in the
Institute of the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians
in 1959 at Contra di Missaglia. In that year she obtained her degree in law at
the Sacred Heart Catholic
University in Milan. She
later obtained a licentiate
in applied psychology at the
Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium.
From 1966 until 1989 she was part of
the community of the Pontifical Faculty
of Educational Sciences 'Auxilium'
where she taught and held various posts
of religious and academic responsibility.
She was the President of the Faculty
from 1983 until 1989 when she was appointed provincial superior of the province of 'Sr. Teresa Valsé Pantellini' in
Taranto, Italy.

Mother Antonia believed
in a shared commitment
and in a future of hope.
The one condition was
that of building it

together.
During General Chapter XIX in 1990,
she was elected a Visiting Councilor and
six years later (GC XX in 1996), Mother
General. In the following six years, together with her Council, she sought to
fulfil the 'prophecy of togetherness' one
of the favorite focal points of her animation and government which she experienced also in meetings with the General
Council of the Salesians who were likewise convinced of the necessity of a journey of mutual collaboration.
In 2001 she took part as an observer in
the 10th Ordinary Synod of Bishops
where she was able to strengthen her
love for the Church.
On October 24, 2002, during our Gener-

al Chapter XXI, she was reconfirmed in her office for a further six years. Mother Antonia
believed in a shared commitment and in a future of hope.
The one condition was that of
building it together.
In her 12 years at the head of
the Institute she traveled
thousands of kilometers to
animate the communities and
took on the great task of fulfilling "the prophecy of the
whole."
In her magisterium she particularly emphasized the culture of life and the promotion of
the young woman in her dignity. She knew
and was able to foster the commitment to
active citizenship, encouraged the educating
communities to be laboratories of life and
educational relationships, supported the importance of educating to solidarity and of
peace rooted in the values of the Gospel. She
gave witness to the radical nature of following Jesus, the center of her life.
Her particular sensitivity to women's problems led her to promote numerous initiatives
and to establish relations of study and friendship with religious and lay people interested
in women and their education, and to welcome the exhortations of the Church and the
Pope on the issue of women.
In 2008, after her service at the central level
of the Institute was completed, despite various and recurrent health problems, she collaborated in the revision of the biographical
profiles of the deceased sisters and devoted
herself to reading and intensified prayer.
"Humanizing culture and relationships in the
light of the message of Jesus and the Salesian
charism was not a slogan for Mother Antonia,
but a precise commitment that identifies her
mission as a Mother and formative guide,"
wrote Mother Yvonne Reungoat.
She passed away on July 1, in Sant'Ambrogio
Olona. The Rector Major, Fr Ángel Fernández
Artime, with all the General Council and on
behalf of the whole Salesian Congregation,
offers their most heartfelt condolences to the
FMA Institute on the death of Mother Antonia, in union of prayer and hope in the Resurrection. The funeral was celebrated on July
3rd at 12:00 noon in Milan at the Salesian
Parish of Sant’Agostino. Her body was buried
in the cemetery of Nizza Monferrato. adapted
from ANS and cgfmanet.org
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With Mary, Preparing for the FMAs’ 150th Anniversary Museum Honoring Blessed
Sr. Maria Troncatti, FMA
2019-2020: 1st Year of Preparation
On August 5, from the rooms of Mother
Mazzarello in Mornese, Mother General
Yvonne Reungoat officially opened a
triennium of preparation for the 150th
anniversary of the foundation of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
(1872-2022). It was a day of remembrance and of the future, of gratitude
and of fidelity, projecting the FMA Institute forward with hope.
Mother Yvonne wrote in the letter opening the triennium: “‘Mary walks in this
house’ (cf. Cronistoria V, 51-52), are the
words that Don Bosco addressed to the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians at
his last meeting in Nizza Monferrato in
1885, in harmony with the theme of the
Institute’s forthcoming General Chapter
XXIV. The house is the world, where the
mission entrusted to the whole FMA
Institute is carried out, wherever Mary
is present as a guide and inspirer in
helping us to live the generative power
of the charism in the contemporary
world. ‘Mary walks with us’ is a reality
that evokes a ‘vision,’ a certainty, rooted
in faith and the Salesian charism, a
lived experience.”
The celebration of August 5, she recalled, is an opportunity to “renew the
certainty that Mary walks with us, she
supports and accompanies, protects and
embraces us” (Christus Vivit, n. 45). The
renewal of the “Yes” of each FMA that
takes place in every time and place is an
event of communion.
Therefore, the hope is to live the preparation to the sesquicentennial of the
Institute’s founding and the journey
toward General Chapter XXIV – scheduled in Rome between September and
November 2020 - “with gratitude and
awe in contemplating the richness of
sanctity, of educational passion, of missionary creativity that flourishes in the
Institute.”
“With the young we remain united in
prayer and in the joy of belonging to the
Lord and to the Salesian Family, entirely of Mary,” concludes la Madre.
(Adapted from ANS) video message (in
Italian only)

Even after so many years, Sr. Maria continues to be a model for the life of a Religious of these times; it is enough to note
that Pope Francis chose her as a witness
for the Pan Amazon Synod. To commemorate the greatness of this saint, the
blessing of the museum honoring her in
the city of Sucúa took place on August
24, 2019, the eve of the commemoration
of the 50th anniversary of her ascent to
heaven.
THEME: Walking with Don Bosco
Sep-Oct: Don Bosco as a Child
Nov-Dec: Don Bosco as an Adolescent
Jan-Feb: Don Bosco as a Seminarian
Mar-Apr: Don Bosco as a Young Priest
May-Jun: Don Bosco as a Founder
RESOURCES created by the FMA of
St. Joseph Province for this first
year of preparation towards 2022:
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1EY7H0b4F98jinmSRDbY7wOeV_vcukn4?usp=sharing
In the shared google drive folder, you will
have access to the following files:

Main Pastoral Theme Signs
Door Signs
Saint with suggested Virtue Signs
& matching Scripture Signs
Nota bene: All the files must be downloaded from Google Drive to your computer to print with the intended fonts.
The above resources are most apt for
deepening Strenna 2020:
“Good Christians and Upright Citizens”
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wpcontent/uploads/Strenna-2020-outline.pdf
Next year’s theme will be: "Walking with Mother Mazzarello" and the following year we'll be
"Walking with our First Sisters” as a triduum
of preparation for the 150th anniversary of the
Institute of the FMA.

Sr. Cruz Maria Piña, FMA Provincial,
said that a museum has the objective of
showing what has been done in life and
the echo that these actions have in eternity. "Everything we find in this place
speaks of her great love for God which
made her exclaim: 'Every day I am happier in my religious and missionary vocation ...'. Let us live this experience of
contemplating the life and mission of
Blessed Sr. Maria Troncatti.
Maria was born in Cortegno Golgi, Italy,
on February 16, 1883. She grew up happy and hardworking in the warm and
loving atmosphere created by her exemplary parents, dividing her time at home
between caring for her little brothers and
sisters and working on the farm. She
regularly attended catechism in her parish, where she developed a deep Christian spirit and opened her heart to a religious vocation. Understanding from a
look from her father that he would be
very pained at her leaving home to become a Sister, Maria waited four years
until she reached adulthood before asking again to be admitted to the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians. He then gave his permission
without a discouraging word but fainted
when bidding her farewell on the day of
her entrance into the Convent. She made
her first profession in 1908 at Nizza
Monferrato.
(continued on next page)
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During WWI, 1915-1918, Sr. Maria carried out her apostolate in the FMA House in Varazze,
Italy. One day, a tornado hit and flood waters engulfed the House, breaking down its walls.
Without knowing how, Sr. Maria found herself atop a table which was being swept away in the
raging current. She prayed to Mary Help of Christians, promising Our Lady that if her life
were spared, she would dedicate it in the missions among the lepers. When she survived unharmed, she wrote to Mother Catherine Daghero, FMA, to relate the incident and ask to be
sent to the lepers. Seven years later she received the response from Mother Daghero that now
the time was right since WWI was over and the seas safe. Her obedience
was to go to Ecuador - but not to the lepers! Three days before the arrival of that letter, she had asked a dying
young woman to speak to Our Lady to grant her the gift of going to the lepers. The young woman told her,
“You will become a missionary - but not among the lepers - but in Ecuador.” Sr. Maria protested but the young
woman just repeated with a smile, “Ecuador”. Indeed, this was God’s will for her!
She left for Ecuador in 1922 and was sent to work among the Shuar people. There, together
with two other Sisters, she began the difficult work of evangelization, facing dangers of every
kind, including those caused by the beasts of the forest and by fast flowing rivers that had to
be waded through or crossed on fragile "bridges" made from vines or on the shoulders of the
Indians. The missionary centers of Macas, Sevilla Don Bosco, and Sucúa are some of the miracles of Sr. Maria’s work that still flourish.
While in Varazze, she had taken a course in health care and worked as a Red Cross nurse in the military hospital (actually, the Sisters’ school, taken over by the government for this purpose). This experience was to
prove very valuable in the course of her long missionary life in the Amazon forests of Ecuador where she ministered to the people as nurse, surgeon, orthopedist, dentist, and anesthetist. But, above all, she was catechist
and evangelizer, rich in the wonderful resources of her faith, patience and fraternal love. Her work for the promotion of the Shuar women bore fruit in hundreds of new Christian families formed,
for the first time, on a free personal choice on the part of the young couple.
Sr. Maria died in a tragic plane crash at Sucúa on August 25, 1969, as she was heading to her annual
retreat. Her remains lie at Macas, in the Province of Morona (Ecuador). She was beatified on November 24, 2012, in Ecuador with Cardinal Angelo Amato presiding over the celebration on the behalf of
Pope Benedict XVI.

Power Point and document resources to learn more about Sr. Maria, her life, work, and the thoughts of
her heart: click here. (N.B. - some of the English translation could be improved but it is comprehensible)

Venerable Rudolf Komorek, S.D.B.
Rudolf Komorek was born on October 11, 1890, in Bielsko in Polish Silesia, at that time belonging to Austria. He was the third of seven children of John and Agnes Goch, two truly Christian parents. At 19 years
of age he entered the seminary, where he was likened to St. Louis. At 24, he was ordained a priest for the
diocese of Breslavia. During WWI he was a military chaplain at the hospital and by his own request also at
the front.
For three years, he was parish priest in Frystak, where he gave witness of his poverty, prayer, and apostolic
zeal. His confessional was always crowded. Fr. Rudolf was loved and respected by all, especially by the children. When he was 32 he asked if he could enter the Salesian Congregation and in 1922 he began his novitiate. He wanted to be a missionary.
In October of 1924 he was sent to San Feliciano in Brazil to look after Polish immigrants and those in need of religious help. He
stood out as an exceptional evangelizer and confessor. They called him “the holy father.” He was exemplary in living his vow of
poverty so much loved by Don Bosco. He lived in union with God in the Lord’s presence. They used to say of him: "Never was a
man seen to pray so much". And again: "His genuflections were worth a sermon and his way of kneeling down on the floor convinced us of his extraordinary spirit of piety and mortification".
He was in various Salesian communities and parishes. He was sent as confessor to the Salesian studentate in Lavrinhas, where
he stood out for his holiness. He taught 28 hours a week. The San José dos Campos rest home was the final stage in his 25 years
of mission. He was happy, in the final eight years of his life, to give himself completely to God, up to the last moment, when he
breathed his last with his lungs affected by tuberculosis.
He helped others who were sick with his priestly ministry each day. He used to sleep on top of several wooden tables. He spent
his last days constantly in prayer. He wanted his own medicines, useless for him by this stage, to be given to poor people who
could not get them otherwise. He would accept neither oxygen nor water.
He died at 59 years of age on the December 11, 1949. He is buried at San Josè dos Campos, where his deep piety – especially his
love for the Eucharist, his tireless service of his neighbor and his spirit of penitence – formed and continues to form generations
of believers. Rudolf Komorek was declared Venerable on April 6, 1995. LINK TO THE WEBSITE OF A MUSEUM IN HIS HONOR (Portuguese only)
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95 Salesian Family Martyrs of Spain (1936-1939)
Between 1936 and 1939 Spain erupted into a bloody and dramatic civil war. It was a
conflict which ignited ideological enmities, resulting in a battle between democracy and
fascism, between republicans and rebels led by General Franco. The Spanish Church
also paid the price, subjected as it was to anarchic militias, and violent persecution.
Thousands of priests, religious men and women, and lay people were massacred, simply
because they were Christians. Among these were many members of the Salesian Family: 39 priests, 22 clerics, 24 Brothers, 2 Salesian Sisters, 4 Salesian Cooperators, 3
Salesian Aspirants, and 1 lay Co-Worker.
Blessed Fr. José Calasanz Marqués, SDB, was born in Huesca on November 23, 1872. His pious parents educated him with austerity and firmness of character. In 1884, José entered the Salesian House of Sarriá. Two
years later (1886) he witnessed Don Bosco’s visit to Barcelona. He made
his profession of vows in the Salesian Congregation in the hands of Blessed
Philip Rinaldi (1856-1931), then Provincial in Spain, and Don Bosco’s third
successor. He was ordained in 1895 as the first Salesian priest from Spain.
During the first years of priesthood he worked as secretary to Don Rinaldi, learning to
live the Salesian spirit with kindness of heart, fulfilling his pastoral zeal, especially in
the Sacrament of Penance. In the next 25 years he was sent to establish the first college
in Mataró, started the Salesian Work in the West Indies, directed the Salesian Province
of Peru-Bolivia, and returned to Spain in 1925 as the Tarraconese Provincial.
In the midst of the civil war, Fr. José went to Valencia to make his retreat. An armed
militia invaded the Salesian House where they found the Salesians deployed along the
central staircase. A soldier shot many of those Salesians to death. Fr. Calazanz was
arrested. On July 29, 1936, he was put on a truck with three Salesian brothers for a trip
to Valencia. During that trip, a young soldier shot Fr. José in the head. He collapsed to
the ground in a lake of blood, murmuring “My God.” Fr. José Calasanz was martyred at
64 years of age on July 29.
Blessed Fr. Enrico Saiz Aparicio, SDB, was the courageous Rector of the Salesian aspirantate at Carabanchel Alto,
on the outskirts of Madrid. When soldiers broke into the institute, he immediately said to them: “If it is blood you
are after, then here I am. However, do not harm the youngsters.” The young men were freed, while Fr Saiz and
eight other Salesians were taken and then killed. Shortly before he died, he confided to a friend: “What better thing
could there be than to die for the glory of God?” He offered his life in exchange for the young people whom Divine
Providence had entrusted to his care. He gave his last breath for them. Fr. Enrico Saiz was beatified on October 28,
2007, by Pope Benedict XVI.
Blessed Sr. Marìa del Carmen Fabiana Benìtez Bartolomé Moreno, FMA, was
born in Villamartìn (province of Cadiz) on August 24, 1885. She was baptized on September 4 with the names of Marìa del Carmen Fabiana Benìtez Bartolomé. She entered the
novitiate of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians in Seville on August 23, 1906, and made her temporary vows on November 22, 1908. For many years,
Maria served the institute as a director, distinguishing herself for piety and good governance. By all who came into contact with her, Maria was considered a very good and motherly Religious.
Blessed Sr. Marìa Amparo Carbonell Muñoz, FMA, was born in Alboraya (province
of Valencia) on October 8,1893, and was baptized on the following day. At the age of 27,
Marìa was able to leave her family and fulfill her vocation by joining the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians, whom she had known since childhood. At the end of the novitiate, on August 5, 1923, Marìa made her
temporary profession. Six years later (Aug. 5, 1929), she made her perpetual profession. Marìa devoted herself to humble work,
distinguishing herself for her hard work. She was considered a very virtuous Sister.
When the Civil War broke out and Religious houses were occupied by militiamen, the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians had
to flee in search of refuge. The Sisters gathered in the Santa Dorotea College with the intention of leaving for the safety of Italy.
However, Sister Carmen Moreno and Sister Amparo Carbonell did not want to leave. They preferred to assist a Sister in the
community who had just had an operation. On September 1, 1936, a militia patrol entered the convent where they had remained. The three were arrested. After the interrogation, the sick nun was released. At dawn on September 6, 1936, Sr. Maria and
Sr. Carmen were taken to the Barcelona Hippodrome and murdered there.
Several people saw their bodies, which were never found.

S. F. Snippets
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Venerable Joseph August Arribat, S.D.B.
Joseph Augustus Arribat was born on December 17, 1879, at Trédou in the Aveyron district of Southern France. He came from a peasant family with strong Christian values.
Poverty at home caused Augustus to begin secondary school at the Salesian Oratory in
Marseilles at age 18.
Don Bosco's charism so attracted Augustus that he asked to enter the novitiate. Religious
life in France at that time was in turbulent. Because of this radical atmosphere, the novitiate was transferred to Avigliana in Piedmont. Augustus became a Salesian at age 25,
having received the cassock from the hands of Blessed Michael Rua. Returning to radical
France, Augustus found that 30,000 Religious had been expelled.
He began his active Salesian life in a semi-clandestine manner, first at Marseilles and then at La Navarre. He was ordained
priest in 1912. During World War I, Augustus was called to arms and served as a stretcher bearer in the Medical Corps.
When the war was over, Fr. Arribat continued to work intensely at La Navarre until 1926 after which he went to Nice. In 1931,
he began his service as Rector at La Navarre and, at the same time, served as parish priest of St. Isidor in the valley of Sauvebonne. Parishioners called him the ‘Saint of the Valley.’ Young and old liked to be around him. People flocked to his confessional
because they knew they would be understood, forgiven, and encouraged. After three years, he was sent to Morges, in the Canton
of Vaud, Switzerland. He served the people in three parishes: Millau, Villemur and Thonon in the diocese of Annecy.
The most dangerous but also most grace-filled period for him was probably at Villemur during the Second World War. SS soldiers took over the school where he was hiding some Jewish youngsters. Not far from the Salesian House he often met militant
Communist Spanish workers. Once he was asked to help make peace in a political refugee camp. With an open, smiling demeanor, this son of Don Bosco managed not to alienate anybody. While his spare features and his asceticism remind one of the Curé
of Ars, his meekness and smile were truly Salesian. “He was the most spontaneous of people you could know” says one witness.
Returning to La Navarre in 1953, Fr. Arribat would remain there until his death on March 18, 1963.

Servant of God Fr. Charles Crespi, S.D.B.
Charles Crespi was born in Legnano, Italy, on May 29, 1891, of Daniele Crespi and Luisa Croci. Charles was
the third of thirteen children. From his earliest years, Charles was blessed with intelligence, generosity, and
good will. He met the Salesians at age 12 at St. Ambrose College in Milan. “When I was studying there," Fr.
Charles said, "the Blessed Virgin revealed something to me in a dream: …. I saw myself dressed as a priest
with a long beard in an old pulpit and I was preaching to lots of people. The pulpit looked like it was in a hut
rather than a church….”
In 1903, Charles felt called by Don Bosco when he went to study with the Salesians in Valsalice (Turin).
Charles made his novitiate in Foglizzo and his first profession on September 8, 1907. Final profession followed in 1910. Charles prepared for priesthood as a Salesian by studying philosophy and theology at
Valsalice, with Fr. Renato Ziggiotti, future successor of Don Bosco, as a companion. Charles taught natural
sciences, mathematics, and music. In 1917, Charles was ordained priest. At the University of Padua, his discovery of an up-tothen unknown micro-organism aroused the interest of scientists. In 1921, Fr. Charles was awarded a doctorate in Music.
In 1923, following what he had seen from the Blessed Virgin, Fr. Charles left for the missions in Ecuador. Fr. Crespi disembarked at Guayaquil, Ecuador, and made his way to Cuenca, where he remained for the rest of his life. There he began his tremendous work for the poor: he put electric lights into Macas, opened an agricultural school at Yanuncay, and had machines and
specialized personnel sent in from Italy. Fr. Charles opened many workshops, creating the first School of Arts and Trades, to be
known as the Salesian Polytech University (UPS).
In Yanuncay, Fr. Charles found a place for the novices, and in 1940 opened a Faculty of Educational Sciences, becoming its first
rector. He also set up a primary school, “Cornelio Merchán,” for very poor children.
He opened a College of 'Oriental Studies' to prepare Salesians going to the Western
side of Ecuador. He founded the Carlo Crespi museum, well known also outside of
South America. He was energetic in spreading devotion to Mary Help of Christians. Especially in his final years, his confessional was always crowded. People spontaneously called him “Saint Charles Crespi.” He
was always among the poor: on Sunday afternoons he taught catechism to street children
giving them their 'daily bread' as well as a
time to enjoy themselves. Fr. Charles Crespi died in Cuenca on April 30, 1982. All Ecuador wept at the death of a true and holy son of Don Bosco. http://carlocrespi.org/
Books, videos, and posters of some of our Saints: DBBooks@salesianmissions.org - 914-633-8344 - Jan 2019 Catalogue
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SEPTEMBER 12: THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE “VOLUNTEERS WITH DON BOSCO”
(adapted from an article by a Volunteer with Don Bosco)
On September 12, 1994, feast of the Holy Name of Mary, seven young men professed the evangelical counsels into
the hands of Rector Major Fr. Egidio Viganò, SDB, launching the Volunteers with Don Bosco. This phrase repeats
precisely the words of John Cagliero when he accepted Don Bosco’s invitation to start a congregation: “Friar or not
a friar, I’m staying with Don Bosco [con Don Bosco].” Years prior to September 12, 1994, a handful of young men expressed
their desire to consecrate themselves to the Lord within the Salesian Family, not as priests or Brothers but as consecrated laymen. At the time, however, no such group existed within the Salesian Family. By the start of the 1990s, four small, distinct
groups of men from four countries (Italy, Malta, Paraguay, and Venezuela) began independently to think deeply about Salesian
consecrated secularity. On May 24, 1998, at the request of Rector Major, Fr. Juan Emundo Vecchi, the archbishop of Caracas,
Cardinal Ignacio Antonio Velasco Garcia, SDB, issued the decree establishing the CDB as a Public Association of Lay Faithful
with the intent of becoming a lay secular institute. In that same decree, Archbishop Velasco approved the Constitutions. Around
the same time, the group received recognition as a member of the Salesian Family. Since its inception in 1998, the CDBs have
deepened their mission, modalities of formation, life of communion, and specific identity as portrayed by the words secularity,
consecration, and Salesianity. FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.volontaricdb.org; info@volontaricdb.org

NEWS OF THE SALESIAN FAMILY IN FLORIDA AND GEORGIA
These days, we join in praying for the Salesian Family in Florida and Georgia as Hurricane Dorian bears down on our Southern
shoreline. We pray that our brothers and sisters will be kept safe and the damage to homes and landscape will be lessened.
The month of August was a time of animation and formation for the Salesian Family centers in both Florida and Georgia. All
our centers gathered together at the beginning of the new academic year to rally their members and to implement the plans
made during the Forming the Formator Workshop earlier in the summer.

Hialeah, Florida
On August 11, over 70 Salesian Family members gathered at Immaculate Conception Parish in Hialeah, Florida for a day of
animation and formation. The Devotees of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA) welcomed everyone with generous hospitality under the leadership of Mari Carmen Acosta, Florangel Socarraz, Lester Romero, and Chris Crotty. The decisions of the recent
Provincial Council of the Salesian Family on organizing regional Marian Days to honor Don Bosco’s Madonna, Mary Help of
Christians, were discussed. Every Salesian Family group in South Florida contributed its spirit and charism to this special
gathering. The Association of FMA Past Pupils, both Salesian Cooperator Centers (Laura Vicuña and St. Francis De Sales), the
FMA, and Damas Salesians met for sessions of updating on programs and resources available through the Salesian Family on
the provincial, regional, and world levels. Both Salesian Cooperator centers met to review the plans made by the Provincial
Council to implement the Forming the Formator Workshop. The Eucharistic Liturgy in the parish chapel focused on living Don
Bosco’s dream of the two pillars with suitable attention being given to the important aspects of Don Bosco’s devotion to the Eucharist and Mary, Mother and Help of Christians. The day concluded with an open sharing of concerns and opportunities for
fostering the growth of Don Bosco’s charism and the Salesian Family in South Florida. (see photo on page 12)
The following weekend, on the 17th, the Past Pupils celebrated the 56th Anniversary of the establishment of their Union. Sr.
Teresa Gutierrez, FMA, their Assistant, was present to animate and encourage these FMA former students to continue to live
and share their Salesian charism and all they learned at Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello’s schools and under the banner of
Mary Help of Christians, doing good for others and supporting each other on the path of life.
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Friends in Belle Glade and Lakeland
Brief visits but ones filled with a joyful Family Spirit were made to our Confreres in Belle Glade and the family of one of our Past Pupils from St. Anthony’s, Beech Street, and Mary Help of Christians Academy while on
the way from South Florida to Inverness. May Our Lady continue to intercede for them for good health, happiness, and holiness.

Don Bosco Children’s Home, Inverness, Florida
Pat Sobel, her husband Chuck, and the six children sharing family life at Don Bosco Children’s Home in Inverness welcomed
the Salesian Cooperator aspirants and provincial delegates on the evening of August. 13. The evening began with a celebration
of the Eucharistic Liturgy with the children and aspirants taking part in ministries of Lector, Acolyte, and Music. Don Bosco
must have been very pleased to hear his young people raising their youthful voices in praise of God and in honor of Mary, our
Mother and Help. After a joyful pot-luck supper, the aspirants entered into a question/answer period on Salesian Cooperator life
and the young people went to their quarters to work on homework. It was good to see the positive way that the Salesian Cooperator aspirants interacted with the children during the meal and at Mass. They were more than “helpers” at the Don Bosco Children’s Home. They were “assistants,” friends, and mentors in the style of Don Bosco. After the meal, the Salesian Cooperator
Aspirants took part in a Q&A session which raised some very important questions for all of us in the Salesian Family to ponder
and answer for ourselves!!

1. I am already active as a parish catechist or Knight of Columbus. What more will the Salesian Cooperators offer me?
2. What ministries to young people most in need do the Salesian Cooperator Centers in this province carry on?
3. How will my life or possibilities change after I become a member of the Association of Salesian Cooperators?

Gainesville, Florida
While there is no Salesian Cooperator Center at Gainesville at the present time, there are two very active and fervent Salesian Cooperators
carrying on Don Bosco’s charism with the students at the University of
Florida through the Catholic Campus Ministry Center. Gabe Talavera
and his wife, Veronica Bueso, joined our Salesian Cooperator Province
from Honduras where they served on both the local and provincial levels of leadership. Both Veronica and Gabe offer themselves to various
ministries to and with the university students at the Catholic Center in
Gainesville. They also contribute to the province formation committee
and represent the SUE Provincial Council at the meetings of the Consulta of the Interamerica Region.

Atlanta Georgia
On August 15, six Salesian Cooperator aspirants and Fr. Tri John Bosco Nguyen (Salesian Cooperator and priest of the Atlanta
Archdiocese) came together with the delegates and Gabe Talavera to celebrate the Eucharist on the Solemnity of Mary’s Assumption. After the Eucharist and a shared repast, the
group shared some thoughts, questions, and aspirations
on the Salesian Cooperator vocation. The delegates offered some points on the Salesian Family world-wide and
the orientation being given by the Rector Major and the
World Council of the Salesian Cooperators. The aspirants
raised many of the same questions as the aspirants in the
Inverness center (see box above).
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Tampa, Florida
The weekend brought together the Salesian Family to kick off the new pastoral year. The Salesian Cooperators at Mary Help of
Christians Center began the weekend with a moment of sadness as they celebrated the life and death of Victor Torres, a Salesian Cooperator whose remains were found under a bridge. He had gone missing just about a year ago. The Salesian Family
joined Victor’s family, friends, and fellow parishioners in mourning his loss and praying for Victor’s eternal repose.
“Victor passed away in Tampa, Florida where he resided since 2007. He will be remembered for his generosity, joy of
life, and unfaltering faith. He is survived by his parents, two brothers & sisters-in-law, sister & brother-in-law, nieces,
nephews, ex-wife, two daughters, two sons and many dear friends. Growing up Victor lived in many countries. He
obtained his high school diploma from the American School of Madrid, BS in Chemical Engineering from Cornell
University and MBA from the Krannert School of Management at Purdue University. He married his college
sweetheart and they had four children who were his pride and joy. He worked in marketing & advertising for various
International companies as well as in the food industry. In Tampa he was a active member of St Paul Catholic Church
and Mary Help of Christians Church. He was also a 3rd Order Franciscan, 4th Order Knight of Columbus, junior
Benedictine monk at St Leo Abbey, and Salesian Cooperator.” from the website of “Brandon Funeral Homes”
On August 18, eleven pilgrims from the World Meeting
of Families came together to celebrate the one-year anniversary of their departure for that spiritual and formative
family experience with the Holy Father in Dublin, Ireland.
After sharing memories and photos, the members looked
to how this experience could have an effect on their future
lives. This group joined the rest of the Salesian Family
and parishioners at the 11:00 Mass at Mary Help of Christians Parish. In true family spirit, the entire Salesian
Family community shared lunch in the parish hall.
Later in the day, the Salesian
LoveEd: Please see Benedictine Press’ website for video previews of the program. One copy each of the English and
Spanish sets is available for purchase, at cost (plus shipping, if necessary) from Sr. Denise. Write to us by Sept. 7.
Cooperators from the Mary Help of Christians Center joined the group for an updating on the
orientation begin given to the Salesian Family by the Holy Father, the Rector Major, and the leadership
of the various Salesian Family groups. The delegates shared with the group the decisions of the Province
Salesian Family Council (especially the goal of a regional celebration of Mary Help of Christians in the
Tampa area during May 2020). Also presented here, in Hialeah,
and in Atlanta was a video describing the “LoveEd” program, very
user-friendly, created by St. Benedict Press as a way to encourage family ministry and
instruction in true Church teachings regarding love, relationships (with God, family,
friends, and between those who are maturing a vocation to marriage, while also covering
Religious and priestly vocations), and human nature.
The Salesian Cooperators of the Mary Help of Christians Center met to plan for the renewal of their Salesian Cooperator presence in Tampa. They looked to discerning new
leadership for their local council and a common mission in response to the young people
and families most in need throughout the local area. We are grateful to Fr. Franco Pinto,
S.D.B., Director, for hosting and taking an active part in this multifaceted day of formation and pastoral planning.
In the evening, the Salesian Cooperator Center at Christ the King Parish met for the first time in the
pastoral year. Nick and Courtney Tanis (local formators) led the group in community builders and then
moved on to a presentation on the Forming the Formator Workshop that they attended at the end of June.
They offered an important perspective on the history of the center, its accomplishments,
and the goals that lay ahead. The delegates offered information and animation on the
moment of the Holy Spirit in the directives of the Holy Father, the Rector Major, and the World Council of
the Salesian Cooperators. The meeting ended with most of the members celebrating the Sunday evening (Life
Teen) Mass in Christ the King Parish with the youth and families of the parish.
The Salesian Family groups in Florida and Georgia send their best regards and prayers to all of Don Bosco’s
followers in the province. They began the year in a very energetic and focused way. We would all do well to
imitate their good start in each region of the province.
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