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 THE SEPTEMBER MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR  from the Salesian Bulletin 

Don Ángel Fernández Artime, SDB 

the path to sanctity.  We all 

have a Salesian heart - from 

the indigenous who run 

through the Amazon jungle, 

to our Andean brothers and 

sisters who are filled with 

closeness and kindness, to 

the youth of the central 

region who joyfully build 

the civilization of love -           

the Guaros, Orientals, 

Corianos, and Zulianos - all 

of us who have the right to 

be called Venezuelans. 

Also united with us now is 

every young person who has 

had to leave our land and 

turn foreign soil into a 

home, school, parish, and 

playground. 

If there is anything that 

characterizes us as young 

people, in addition to our 

unique personalities and 

different ways of thinking, 

it is that we are united by 

one mission: the salvation of 

many souls, beginning with 

our own, as our beloved 

father Don Bosco used to 

say. 

It is no secret to anyone 

what we have to live 

through each day: a reality 

where we are inundated 

with currents from the 

world that want to sweep 

us away and prevent us 

from dreaming infinite 

dreams and resting our 

hopes on great ideals. 

Salesian youth spirituality 

has allowed us to go 

forward with hope and to 

renew our faith, even when 

everything seems uncertain 

and impossible at times. 

Without a doubt, we young 

Venezuelans are brave 

prophets who, despite the 

fear of being judged or 

attacked, do not allow 

anything to silence us. We 

are young people who get 

up every morning, skipping 

breakfast so we can go to 

school or university.  We 

are young people who go 

forward with a tenacious 

will, putting in all the 

miles and the effort we 

must to complete a 

comprehensive formation, 

committed to education: 

everyone’s best tool. 

We are young people who, 

despite being forced to find 

a job out of necessity and 

 Sept. 10 - SF Snippets Board 
Meeting online @ 7PM 

 Sept. 17 - SSCC Provincial Con-
gress Prep Meeting for all Local 
Center Councilors online @ 
7:30PM 

 FMA Aspirant Reception, MHCA 

 Sept. 20 - Interamerica Region 
Encounter online with World 
Coordinator, Antonio Boccia for 
all Cooperators and  Delegates 

 Sept. 22 - Bl. Joseph Calasanz, 
SDB, and 94 Companions, Mar-
tyrs 

 Sept. 26 SDB Jubilees 

 Oct. 5 - Bl. Albert Marvelli, EXA-
DB 

 Oct. 13 - Bl. Alexandrina da 
Costa, SC 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

“Fearless Young Prophets” 

Dear friends and 

readers of the 

Salesian Bulletin, 

the publication so 

dear to Don Bosco’s heart, I 

greet you very cordially and 

want to share with you 

today a sample of the 

wonderful witness young 

people are giving, through 

the words of a young 

Venezuelan woman. 

On February 9th of this 

year I visited Venezuela 

again and there I 

participated in a beautiful 

National Encounter with 

their young people. For that 

occasion, this young lady, 

Eusibeth, had written a 

message in her own hand 

and with her own words to 

express something that was 

very dear to her heart. In a 

public address at that 

Encounter, she delivered 

her message, speaking also 

in the name of the generous, 

hopeful, and suffering 

young people of that 

beautiful land.  

This is what she shared: 

“Dear Don Ángel, 

From the depths of our 

hearts we thank the Lord 

for your visit to our country 

and for taking time to meet 

with us, your young people, 

whom we know are very 

much beloved to you. 

With these words, I wish to 

express the feelings of each 

one of us, as we try to travel 

Without a doubt, we young 
Venezuelans are brave 

prophets who, despite the 
fear of being judged or 
attacked, do not allow 
anything to silence us.  

We are a Family      
belonging all to Mary 

continued on the following page 
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leaving aside what we really love 

and that of which we dream, dare 

to be light at this time in history 

in the midst of a people who have 

been greatly wounded and who 

thirst for Jesus. Despite the fact 

that we sometimes think of 

“throwing in the towel” due to our 

fragility when faced with a world 

that is in some way falling apart, 

still, we persevere because God’s 

loving gaze and the maternal 

protection of Mary invite us to 

continue to place our lives at the 

service of others, especially the 

poorest and most at-risk boys and 

girls. 

Being young Salesians helps us 

respond as faithful disciples to 

everything we are experiencing. 

We are ‘chamos’ (“kids”) who are 

real, authentic, bold and daring 

'saints' of today: in jeans, 

sneakers, and T-shirts, as Pope 

Francis says. 

Don Ángel and all the members of 

our Salesian Family: your presen-

ce encourages us to make a diffe-

rence, to continue fighting for a 

just and holy Venezuela, betting 

everything we have for the good 

of the young. Never  stop accom-

panying or believing in us. 

(Rector Major Letter, cont. from p. 1)  

Thank you so much for everything!" 

There ends the witness of this young 

woman.  

Listening to Eusibeth before 800 

young people on a warm afternoon 

in Caracas made me think about 

how and how much Don Bosco 

believed in his boys, in their 

capabilities, in their potential, in 

the goodness that is in each young 

person's heart. 

What Don Bosco knew and believed 

160 years ago continues today in all 

parts of the world. It is not true that 

today's youth do not have a 

beautiful heart. Certainly, there are 

young people who travel a path of 

confusion, slavery, and death while 

still alive... Young people who really 

need to be saved. 

But there are many others, millions 

and millions - the young people 

whom I met together with Eusibeth 

are proof of this - who believe in life, 

in the beauty of Love, in the beauty 

of sharing, and in the fullness of 

meaning which God gives them. 

 

Is it still possible for us to say such 

things today, in these times? I say an 

adamant “yes”. 

 

Keep well and may the good Lord fill you 

with His peace, dear friends. 

Don Angel 

IT IS NOT TRUE 
THAT TODAY'S 
YOUTH DO NOT 

HAVE A BEAUTIFUL 
HEART. 



We are working with producers in 

Africa, Central and South America, 

and Asia. It is a long-term and chal-

lenging process but we continue to 

find people with good intentions who 

are interested. 

So far we have some level of commu-

nication or business in countries like 

Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 

Haiti, the USA, Thailand, Philip-

pines, East Timor, Brazil, Kenya, 

Congo, Slovakia, Hungary, the Unit-

ed Kingdom, Ireland, Malta, Poland 

and Czech Republic. Slowly we are 

trying to enlarge our 

network on all sides 

– producers, custom-

ers, and partners. 

Is “Fair Trade cof-

fee” the main 

“added value” in 

this endeavor? 

There are two main 

values we add to the 

project. The first is 

Fair Trade - which 

means we know from whom we buy 

the coffee, what the conditions are 

under which it is grown and that 

there is an ethical approach in all 

facets of the process. Second, we cre-

ate a kind of new network within the 

Salesian Family (although not exclu-

sively so) and we are able to give 

more money and recognition for their 

work to the farmers and producers. 

At the same, time we are able to in-

teract with customers so they not 

only enjoy a good cup of coffee but 

also learn about its origin so they 

value all the hard work and the pro-

cess behind every cup. Thus, we con-

nect them with the farmers in an 

open and honest friendship based on 

Salesian values. 

How was the 

idea of this 

Past Pupils’ 

coffee net-

work born? 

The idea of 

creating a net-

work among 

producers and 

c u s t o m e r s 

who are Past Pupils (and eventually 

to include the wider Salesian Fami-

ly) came to my mind in 2015 when a 

friend of mine brought me a few 

samples of roasted 

coffee from Thailand, 

following a General 

Assembly of the Don 

Bosco Past Pupils 

held in Rome. I had a 

small local coffee-

roasting business at 

that time and imme-

diately got the idea 

of purchasing some 

of that coffee - that 

brought with it the values and story 

of the Past Pupils. To this end, I con-

tacted the Past Pupils involved with 

the DiBOSCo project in Chiang Mai, 

Thailand. Right then we started 

step-by-step to realize this dream. 

How was your first trip to 

DiBOSCo in Chiang Mai? 

In the autumn of 2018, I spent a 

week at an international meeting in 

Bangkok of the EXA-DB of the Asia 

and Oceania region. Following this, 

I booked a flight to Chiang Mai, un-

certain about what to expect but  

with great willingness to explore 

what Don Bosco was doing in the 

jungles of northern Thailand. I was 

not disappointed. In fact, I was 

thrilled with what has been done 

there with humility and hard work. 
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Beautiful people, beautiful coffee – 

beautiful project. I spent a week visit-

ing the DiBOSCo farms, coffee shops, 

and coffee-roasting operations of the  

team led by Mr Paisan. I was amazed 

that those tiny Thai people, who are 

always smiling and ready to talk have 

such a big heart for others. 

I originally thought that I would be 

offering them something, but it in the 

end, it was they who have shown me 

their way of work and life and offered 

me friendship and cooperation. What 

an intense time I had. 

How did the 'Coffee DB Network' 

grow? Countries, connections.... 

That is the even more adventurous 

part… Along with Mr. Paisan and the 

DiBOSCo Thailand team, we have 

met several more times… We started 

to form international and worldwide 

cooperation based on our previous ex-

perience with coffee, roasting, travel-

ling, expertise, and contact. We used 

the very rich potential of experience 

and human resources in Thailand 

combined with travel and contacts 

with the Salesian Family all around 

the world to launch the valuable inter-

national DiBOSCo Project. Basically 

we now cover two regions — Europe 

and Asia — at the franchise level of 

cooperation for whoever might be in-

terested in becoming our partner.    

DiBOSCo Fair Trade EXA-DB Coffee Project 
Adapted from an interview with the co-founder of the DIBOSCo International Coffee Project: 

 Mr. Peter Kováč, General Secretary of the Don Bosco Past Pupils’ World Confederation  

continued on the following page 
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Last but not least, DiBOSCo is a 

part of a worldwide project by Past 

Pupils – Don Bosco Market and 

Services which allows us to raise 

even more funds to help those in 

need by using the trademark and 

sticker of this project of the World 

Confederation of Past Pupils of Don 

Bosco. 

What are the first fruits of this 

DBCoffee network? 

The first feedback from the Salesi-

ans themselves and from Past Pu-

pils seems to be very promising for 

future cooperation and expansion. 

After 150 years we are witnesses to 

the fruits of [the first Past Pupils’] 

decisions and commitment and Don 

Bosco’s blessing on our worldwide 

Past Pupil organization, found in 

almost all corners of the world.  

We have created a special gift-pack 

containing a new coffee blend to 

commemorate our 150th, called the 

Gastini blend, and special cups to 

honor this special and significant 

Past Pupil. (See August “Snippets” 

for complete details). One of these 

packs will soon be given to Pope 

Francis as the head of the Church 

and Past Pupil of Don Bosco.  

For anyone interested in purchas-

ing a commemorative set, please 

contact the Past Pupils directly at 

tazzine150@exallievi.org or 

see http://www.exallievi.org/150th-

anniversary/#gift 

Your dream for the development 

of DB Coffee networking? 

Our goals and ambitions are interna-

tional and long-term. We wish to be 

able to enter new markets in America 

and Africa and to add 15 to 20 stable 

countries and coffee producers under 

our brand. Given our franchise sys-

tem, we are hoping to open 1000 cof-

fee shops in the coming 10 years in 

the countries where Past Pupils and 

the Salesian Family are active. With 

such a network we will develop the 

potential for international coopera-

tion and trade among Past Pupils 

and, at the same time, be able to 

spread the word about Don Bosco, the 

Salesians, and his Past Pupils in a 

very pleasant and “tasteful” way.  

Personally, I see this project as a 

“test case” and an example for the 

future, imagining millions of Past 

Pupils around the world and many 

more projects and cooperation like 

DiBOSCo in various fields and areas. 

We Past Pupils will be able to help 

each other as professionals in every 

field of our everyday life, just as Don 

Bosco wanted.  

If anyone is interested in becoming 

part of such a project, feel free to 

share our contacts and initiative. At 

the same time we ask for the support 

of your prayers. The whole DiBOSCo 

coffee project will work only with Don 

Bosco's blessing for he is our main 

supporter and assessor. I invite all 

who dream to dream big and to see if 

your dreams are compatible with 

God's plans. If so, don't worry and 

work hard. As his sons, Don Bosco 

has invited us to change the world. 

Related news article: AustraLasia 

4865 - Each coffee bean can tell a sto-

ry - DiBosco (Thailand) 

 

The original interview from 

BoscoLink 

In the very first in-station interview 

for EWTN’s show, The Journey Home 

- following the pandemic lockdown - 

John Lee Davidson, past pupil of the 

(one-time) Salesian Sisters’ school, 

St. Joseph, in West Tampa, shares 

about his journey back to full partici-

pation in the life of the Church. He 

shares about how God used the good 

people in his life to get him there. 

Today, thanks to his mom, the Sis-

ters, Fr. Steve Ryan, his Catholic hip 

hop friends, and a Diocesan priest… 

to name but some of the ones he men-

tioned... (though I am certain we 

could add a host of our Salesian 

Saints to that list!), John is the proud 

father of five of his own children and 

of hundreds of others as the Dean of 

Cristo Rey High School at Mary Help 

of Christians in Tampa.  Follow this 

link to watch the 8/24/2020 inter-

view. 24! How perfect! 

Click below to find out more about 

our Salesian Cristo Rey. 

FMA Past Pupil  

John Levi Davidson  

Touched by the Salesian 

Family Gives Back - 

After His “Journey Home” 

http://www.exallievi.org/150th-anniversary/#gift
http://www.exallievi.org/150th-anniversary/#gift
http://www.diboscocoffee.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj41e2Tksp0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/41476
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/41476
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/41476
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/61175
https://www.bosco.link/webzine/61175
https://cristoreytampa.org/
https://youtu.be/w1qjGnB3HHk
https://youtu.be/w1qjGnB3HHk
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WITNESSES OF THE RISEN LORD (TR) 

Private Association of the Christian Faithful 

founded by Fr. Sabino Palumbieri, SDB  

The Motivation for the Founding 

Toward the end of the 1970’s, some lay people (led by Cesira Ambrogio and 

Agostino Aversa) wished to deepen their knowledge of the Word and to re-

flect it in their life-style. These lay people came together in a meeting place 

(hosted by Blessed Luigi and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi) where friends 

could be united by a single ideal and a single desire to live more closely, in 

everyday life and in everyday reality, the beautiful news of the Resurrection, a source of joy and of 

life. They found in Fr. Sabino Palumbieri, S.D.B., a trusted guide for their project. In late 1984, after many years of 

prayer, reflection, and action, the efforts of this lay group began to come together around a common project. On No-

vember 3, 1984, they initiated a movement centered on the joy of the Resurrection and witness to the Risen One. 

Fr. Sabino offered formation to small groups of participants drawn to this project in which he summarized the aims, 

explained the objectives, and traced the path of the movement.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Association 

On December 8, 1984, the Easter Project came to life: 

the TR 2000 (Testes Resurrectionis - Acts 1:21) with 

its identity card. The fundamental purpose of the 

movement was presented as three-fold. To:  

A. live the Easter spirituality summarized in II Timo-

thy 2:8: “Remember that Jesus Christ, of the line-

age of David, rose from the dead;”  

B. announce to everyone that everything has meaning 

only if lived in the light of Easter; and 

C. walk together like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, listening to the Word, breaking bread, welcoming 

the different and welcoming them from the heart. 

The members of the Movement commit themselves to living and witnessing the Passover of the Lord in everyday 

reality: in their family, and in their professional, social, and ecclesial lives; and to be witnesses of hope, in every 

area and despite everything. Systematic reflection and constant prayer are indispensable moments on this journey.  

Mission and Activities Today 

Fidelity to the Risen Christ is, therefore, the foundation of the spirituality of the 

Witnesses of the Risen Lord. The spirit of its members is expressed in the paschal 

joy cultivated in the heart, in the optimism and hope for history, in the service of 

Christ present in the poor. This inner attitude works deeply and supports people in 

their existential difficulties. The Movement takes particular care of formation in 

Easter spirituality for all its members, through retreats throughout the year, leader-

ship training, Ignatian spiritual exercises, summer school camp for young and very 

young people, participation in the life of the Salesian Family, active presence in local 

churches, in the missions, in dioceses and parishes, and the praying of the Via Lucis 

(the Way of Light). The members have a strong commitment to serving the poor and 

families in the same spirit of the Resurrection through a volunteer missionary ser-

vice, a volunteer Service Association, and the Anastasis (an Association for Social 

Promotion). The Witnesses of the Risen Lord Movement has approximately 900 

members gathered in 24 centers (Cenacles). They were accepted as an official Group 

of the Salesian Family on March 25, 1999.  

 

Mini-booklet version (double) of the Via Lucis and full-length version for download. 

https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Via-Lucis-Greetings-2020.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Via-Lucis-FULL-BOOKLET.pdf
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The Motivation for the Founding 

Fr. Carlo Della Torre, SDB (1900-1982), was born on July 9, 1900, into a 

peasant family of humble and very religious origins in the Lombardy 

province of Italy. At the age of 23, Carlo entered the Cardinal Cagliero 

Salesian Institute in Ivrea to be trained as a Salesian Missionary. Three 

years later, Carlo set sail from Genoa for the Salesian Mission in China 

where he began his novitiate.  Just seven months into his novitiate, he 

was transferred to the new Salesian Mission in Thailand. On December 8, 1927, Br. Carlo made his first Religious 

Profession. As a newly professed Salesian, Br. Carlo carried on his philosophical studies and was put in charge of 

the kitchen. In the latter role, he looked after the spiritual welfare of the young girls who worked in the kitchen. 

Carlo noticed that these girls, and those in the local area, were seriously neglected. There was no one to look after 

them. Carlo felt called to establish a religious order of women to care for young girls. Fr. Carlo was ordained a Sale-

sian priest on January 26, 1936.  

The Birth and a Brief History of the Institute 

Fr. Carlo called together a group of pious women and formed them to become a Secular Institute. In 1949, when his 

Salesian superiors would not give permission to continue this ministry, Fr. Carlo faced the painful dilemma of ei-

ther abandoning the direction of his newly-established Secular Institute or requesting an indult to leave the Salesi-

an Congregation. He left the Salesian Congregation to work with the members of the Secular Institute as a dioce-

san priest in the Bangkok Diocese. On December 3, 1954, His Excellency Louis Chorin, MEP, Archbishop of Bang-

kok, officially erected “The Daughters of the Queenship of Mary Immaculate” as a Diocesan Right Secular Institute 

of Women. In 1955, the first seven women made their Profession in the new Institute. Fr. Carlo animated the mem-

bers with Salesian spirit and apostolic dedication, especially among the poorest youth. On Dec. 9, 1981, Fr. Carlo 

Della Torre returned to the Salesian Congregation just a few months before his death. With the Second Vatican 

Council, the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary had to work their way through an identity crisis. While they were 

established as a Secular Institute, many aspects of their Constitutions were more proper to Consecrated Religious 

life. With prayer and reflection, they renewed the Constitutions to express their identity as Consecrated Women in 

Secular life. This change resulted in a split in congregation with some discerning a call to Secular Religious life 

(“Secular Institute of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary”) and others to Consecrated Religious life (The 

“Sisters of the Queenship of Mary”). The Daughters of the Queenship of Mary were accepted as an official member 

of the Salesian Family by Fr. Juan Vecchi, Rector Major, in 1996.  

Mission and Activities Today 

The Institute is dedicated to youth pastoral work. The members offer evangelization in action: the witness of faith 

through words and work, the Community Life in an atmosphere of fraternal love, and the practice of the Gospel 

Counsels take place in the world, with the world, and for 

the world so that the world may change and be sanctified 

from within. As members of the Salesian Family, they live 

the Preventive System with gratitude and love for Don 

Bosco, taking him as teacher and concrete model for work 

with youth and adults, offering them effective proposals for 

human and Christian growth. The Institute has 40 mem-

bers in 5 houses. They have chosen the school apostolate as 

an important part of their mission. The Institute is struc-

tured in such a way that the members can live their witness 

of life, both in community with other members and individ-

ually in the family. Currently, most of the members live in 

communities of two or more.  

SISTERS OF THE QUEENSHIP OF MARY (SQM) 

Institute of Pontifical Right of Women Religious 

founded by Servant of God Fr. Carlo Della Torre, SDB 
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TO ACCOMPANY 

like a father, brother, friend 

With Don Bosco's Heart 

"Until 1858 - that is to say until Valdocco reached great dimensions - Don Bosco ran the Oratory as a large family; 

the boys really felt as if they had never left their homes." ( Biographical Memoirs of St. John Bosco, vol. IV, p. 474.) 

"The student will always be a friend of the educator and will remember with pleasure the direction he had had, still 

considering his teachers and other superiors as fathers and brothers" (Treatise on the Preventive System). 

"Don Bosco will never understand anyone who fails to picture him as a father among his children" (Memorie 

Biografiche di San Giovanni Bosco, vol. XIX, p. 128.) 

«The teacher seen only in the chair is a teacher and no more, but if he goes to recreation with young people he 

becomes like a brother. If someone is seen only preaching from the pulpit it will be said that he does no more and no 

less than his duty, but if he says a word in recreation it is the word of one who loves "(Letter from Rome). 

Father, brother, friend (equally true for Mother, sister, friend) 

a) The educator first of all exercises paternity. This is one of the essential roles recognized as such by psychology: 

that of being the one who represents authority and provides a role model. For the child and the pre-adolescent, the 

adult-educator remains a pole of attraction; for adolescents and young people, on the other hand, it represents the 

dialectical pole for the redefinition of their own identity, a training ground for comparing their ideas, driven to 

understand themselves better through comparison and exchange. In the Preventive System, there are no excuses 

for spontaneity, permissiveness, or alleged respect for infantile novelty; but neither does one opt for an equally 

pernicious authoritarianism. The educator does not abdicate his responsibilities, delegating his duties to others or 

remaining in a situation that fluctuates between a half-hearted invitation and one that tends toward imposition. 

An authority figure is credible to young people if he does not resign his role as a father-figure by seeking the 

affection of the young person by avoiding speaking uncomfortable truths. Education is hard work. 

b) But paternity is not enough. It is necessary to combine it with friendship and fraternity. Don Bosco asks that the 

educator be both friend and brother at the same time, since he knows that the need for communication, friendship, 

to feel important is fundamental in the young. These two friends in dialogue find themselves in a sort of friendship 

of equality and fraternity. If the father commands and dominates, the brother and, even more so the friend, does 

not. An educator meets face to face with the young as a friend so that he can come to come to a mutual understand-

ing of the young person’s problem and proceed together to the ways and means of a solution. The young person's 

conclusion will be a commitment to a new phase of life, in the company of the friend-educator. He is present in the 

midst of young people, he shares with them games, work, love for life, the correct explosion of physical, intellectual, 

emotional, moral energies, and suffering; in a word, everything. 

Prior conditions 

Setting the conditions for establishing a relationship of willingness to cooperate and "walk together" is one of the 

most delicate aspects of the problem. On the part of the father-friend-brother-educator, one is asked to "accept" and 

"be accepted"; similarly, on the part of the young person, to get involved. Therefore, there is a two-way acceptance: 

a fatherly, fraternal, and friendly "understanding" on the part of the educator who cares about the young person, 

on the one hand, and "acceptance" of the educational intervention and of the person who makes it on the other. 

On the part of the educator, the starting point is the unconditional acceptance of young people as they are and not 

as they would like them to be. This is an acceptance that is founded on the reality of being and not of having: "It is 

enough that you are young - writes Don Bosco - for I to love you very much". With this, the educator is asked to 

fortify himself with kindness, to exclude any animosity and personal touchiness, and to admit objective and 

subjective difficulties in the young person that can also coexist with genuine good will. 

But even the young person must accept the educator and his intervention on the basis of a certain set of reasons: 

rationality and reasonableness, authority and fear, personal influence and suggestion. To do this, the young person 

must overcome a number of psychological defense mechanisms because a future good demands the renunciation of 

immediately pleasant things. 
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Going Deeper 

Invocation 

O merciful Lord, 

in your providence you have given us St John Bosco, 

father and teacher of youth, 

who led by the Virgin Mary, 

he worked with tireless zeal for the good of the Church; 

arouses the same flame of charity in us too, 

that pushes us to save the young and serve you alone. 

Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Bibliography 

(AA.VV.), Don Bosco e la sua esperienza pedagogica. Eredità, contesti, sviluppi, risonanze, in «Orientamenti 

Pedagogici» 36 (1989). 

 What kind of society, Church, Community, and new generation of citizens and Christians do we want? 

 Young people have many keys to respond adequately: in their own way, they anticipate the "new man", the new 

way of being and living that emerges from the profound changes still underway; they are a challenge and an 

opportunity, the essential milestone for planning the future. Challenges and opportunities that leave an 

embarrassing question mark in the air are usually an indication that another project is emerging in the 

community that prevents its incarnation in our time and in the lives of young people, are they not? 

VOTING RESPONSIBLY AS CATHOLIC CITIZENS 
EWTN offers some practical guidelines for voting with a rightly formed conscience in the upcoming elections 

This duty especially obliges those in a democracy who must elect representatives to run the State on their behalf. 

The obligation to vote depends on the issue and the worthiness of the candidates. It is more seriously obliged when 

a good candidate is opposed by an unworthy one. 

The moral theology tradition teaches that one may not vote for an enemy of religion or of freedom, except to exclude 

a worse enemy of religion and of freedom. In such a case, the exclusion of the worst candidate is the object which is 

intended, not the evils the less bad candidate might do. It is that good choice (excluding a worst candidate), not “the 

lesser of two evils” which is chosen. We may never choose evil directly, only tolerate it. This is an application of the 

Principle of Double Effect mentioned above. 

In determining which candidate is a threat to religion and liberty, or, which of several candidates is the worse 

threat, there is a hierarchy of values. This hierarchy is moral common sense. For example, it is clearly more evil to 

kill a person than to slap them unjustly. In determining the hierarchy of political issues, therefore, non-

negotiables issues outweigh negotiable issues. 

Non-negotiables issues concern certain truths and are always morally applicable, such as taking the life of the 

innocent, depriving people of their liberty, especially religious liberty, and preserving the morality of society, since 

personal and social life depends on it. 

Negotiable issues concern complex circumstances, for example, how to protect, preserve and pay for health care. 

Policy issues involve differing opinions about the best means to the good end both parties desire, even if they differ 

about the possibility of achieving it by the various means proposed.  Read more...      VOTE on November 3, 2020 

This book, published by the Institute of Salesian Studies in Berkeley, is a guide for 

Salesians, educators and leaders to improve and deepen their roles through a better 

understanding of themselves and of educational processes based on insights from 

the Preventive System.  Fr. Alejandro Rodriguez SDB, unpacks what it means to be 

benevolent from a Salesian educational stand point and what it means to care in 

concrete and applicable ways.  

For more information: intouch@donboscowest.org or 

https://salesianstudies.org/contact/ 

https://www.ewtn.com/vote/
https://salesianstudies.org/contact/
https://salesianstudies.org/contact/
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In mid-August, around the anniversary of Don Bosco's birth, it is a tradition 

that the groups of the Salesian Family present in Ecuador, with their Councils, 

meet with the Provincial Council of Salesians to share their initiatives and con-

tinue to strengthen the commitment to walk together in a shared mission. This 

tradition was renewed again this year, albeit digitally, and saw the interven-

tion and accompaniment of Fr Joan Lluís Playá, SDB, Delegate of the Rector 

Major for the Salesian Family, on the theme: “The challenges for the Salesian 

Family after the 28th General Chapter.” 

Fr Playá underlined in his speech: “Pope Francis never ceases to launch and promote a Church projected towards 

the outside, outgoing. As a Salesian Family, it is a question of going to meet the charism as it was born, asking our-

selves where the Holy Spirit wants to take us today, and responding, putting heart and faith, with enthusiasm and 

passion.” 

Continuing, he also highlighted that "The Rector Major at the GC28 recalled that the Salesian Family, together 

with the work shared with the laity, constitutes the point of arrival and the guarantee of the advancement of the 

Salesian mission, for which we must continue to believe in this big family of which we are all part.” 

Then he encouraged the Salesian Family members to revive the gift received from God, as said by Pope Francis, 

remaining faithful to the young and to the Holy Spirit; to cultivate that contemplative attitude which makes it pos-

sible to discover the fundamental points and the glances of hope that young people expect from the members of the 

Salesian Family; and to revive the "Valdocco Option", that is, to recover the spirit of Don Bosco as an element capa-

ble of generating transformative experiences. 

Finally, he indicated some nuclei that will guide the work in the coming years: 

- We are family: to better understand the reality of the Salesian Family, to know it, love it and commit ourselves 

within it. 

- Mission and shared formation: having common causes in favor of the recipients of the action of the Salesian 

Family. 

- Life of communion: the Church as a family of the children of God. 

Time was then left to reflect on the speech of the Rector Major's Delegate for the Salesian Family, and work was 

done in groups on the same theme. Then the XII Meeting of the Salesian Family Ecuador 2020 was officially pre-

sented, to be held from 11 to 13 September, and finally, each branch of the Salesian Family illustrated the experi-

ences lived and the activities carried out during this pandemic period. 

Fr Playá's speech (SPANISH ONLY) was broadcast live through the Salesianos Ecuador Facebook page and 

can be seen there. It begins at 17 minutes, preceded by an introduction by the Provincial and prayers by the FMA. 

CHALLENGES FOR SALESIAN FAMILY AFTER GENERAL CHAPTER XXVIII 

Greetings and Message from 

Br. Dominic Nguyen Duc Nam, 

SDB, New World Delegate to 

the EXA-DB and SSCC 

Farewell Message 

of Don Raphael 

Jayapalan, SDB, 

former World          

Delegate to the 

Past Pupils of Don 

Bosco (EXA-DB) 

Farewell Message 

of Don Giuseppe 

Casti, SDB, former 

World Delegate to 

the Salesian  

Cooperators 

(SSCC) 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=292163952078243&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaefLtTN-Lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaefLtTN-Lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaefLtTN-Lo
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Don-Jayapalan-gratitude-letter.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Don-Jayapalan-gratitude-letter.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Don-Jayapalan-gratitude-letter.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Farewell-Letter-ENGLISH-Casti.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Farewell-Letter-ENGLISH-Casti.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Farewell-Letter-ENGLISH-Casti.pdf
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STRENNA 2021 

MOVED BY HOPE:  

SEE, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW 
(REV. 21:5) 

A short, five-page message is inspired by a 

truly Salesian response and life attitude 

towards the current pandemic situation: 

"Our message emphasizes and insists that 

faced with this tough and painful reality 

with its weighty consequences, we contin-

ue to express the certainty of being moved 

by hope because God in his Spirit contin-

ues to make 'all things new'." 

Pope Francis invited the world to be inoc-

ulated with "the necessary antibodies of 

justice, charity and solidarity" for recon-

struction after the days of the pandemic. 

The outline is divided into 6 points: 

1. A world reality that questions us and 

that we can't ignore 

2. Don Bosco is not far from these situa-

tions, since he has lived them himself 

3. A movement of the Spirit that is able to 

'make all things new' (Rev 21:5) 

4. A Salesian interpretation of the present 

moment. 

5. Places where we learn and exercise 

hope 

6. Mary of Nazareth, Mother of God, Star 

of Hope 

The outline ends with a short prayer to 

our Mother: 

Holy Mary, 

Mother of God, our Mother, 

teach us to believe, 

to hope, and to love with you. 

Show us the way to the Kingdom. 

Star of the Sea, 

shine above us 

and guide us on our journey.  

AMEN. 

July 26 Encounter with Mr. 

Raul Fernandez Abad, SC, 

World Councilor for Formation: 

On the importance and the       

direction of formation in the 

Association of the Salesian   

Cooperators, based on today’s 

reality and Don Bosco’s                   

original vision 

ENCOUNTERS WITH OUR SSCC WORLD COUNCILORS 

August 16 Encounter with 

World Delegate, Sr. Carmen 

Lucrecia Uribe, FMA: 

Getting to know her and her 

hopes and dreams for the 

SSCC in the coming years 

SAVE THE DATE 

Upcoming Encounter with Mr. Antonio Boccia, 

Salesian Cooperator World Coordinator 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 - Time: TBD 

Immediate English and French Translations 

by our experts: Gabe & Pierre 

Details to follow… Look for the email from our 

Province Coordinator, Mr. Mike Hahn, SC 

https://www.facebook.com/scinteramerica/ 

Communications Office 

We welcome Julia St. Clair, the 

new Communications Coordinator 

for the Salesians of Don Bosco, 

Canada and Eastern USA! We 

look forward to receiving 

“Salesian News” again each week! 

Over 150 Salesian Cooperators and their Delegates from the Inter-

america Region took part in these meetings. To our surprise, Fr. 

Angel Artime, Rector Major, sent a greeting to the participants to 

welcome them and offer a few words of animation on the Birthday 

of our Father and Founder, Don Bosco. 

https://www.facebook.com/scinteramerica/videos/2792754824293566
https://www.facebook.com/scinteramerica/videos/570084603667924
https://www.facebook.com/scinteramerica/videos/2792754824293566
https://www.facebook.com/scinteramerica/videos/2792754824293566
https://www.facebook.com/scinteramerica/
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Message-from-the-Rector-Major-8-16-2020-to-the-SSCC.pdf
https://donboscosalesianportal.org/wp-content/uploads/Message-from-the-Rector-Major-8-16-2020-to-the-SSCC.pdf
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“If the will was always ready, physical strength did not correspond and Mary had to give up working in the fields 

so dear to her. She did this without sadness or complaint. If God permitted this it was clear He required something 

else from her and she must make herself available with a good will. This was her effort day by day. It was God who 

had placed in her heart the desire to work for young girls and this desire was now stronger and more insistent 

than before her illness. We have already seen that children were always her great attraction. When but a child 

herself, if she learned something new in her catechism lessons, she felt the urge to explain it to others so that they 

might learn it too. At home she would teach her little brothers and sisters all she knew and especially the things of 

God. As a Daughter of Mary Immaculate she felt Our Lady was asking her for the souls of girls and she never re-

fused apostolic work. Now this voice was continuous and the urge became a need, an overpowering need. Mary 

wondered! How could she fulfill this need?  

‘If only I were quicker with my needle and could work as a dressmaker, what a number of girls I could gather! I 

would teach the little ones to knit stockings, sew and mend, and make their own dresses. In the meantime they 

would be kept away from danger, flippant conversations and vanity. I would teach them to love God and Our Lady. 

I really must become proficient.’ 

Something singular occurred about this time which strengthened Mary's desire to work for young girls, although 

she did not speak about it until long after. 

One day Mary was walking in the hills of Borgoalto when she seemed to see a cluster of buildings before her which 

had the appearance of a girls' school. She stopped and stared in wonder saying to herself, ‘What am I looking at? 

There has never been a building like this here! What is happening?’ Then she heard what resembled a voice which 

said to her, ‘I entrust them to you.’… a little group of girls would appear before her mind's eye as if to say, ‘When 

are you going to teach us how to sew?’” 

Watch on YouTube from “Penelope Penguin”, - the official page of the Academy of Our Lady, Marrero, LA 

The Salesian Sisters in our province enter the second year of a triduum 

in preparation for the celebration of  the 150th anniversary of the 

founding of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians. The Sisters from 

a couple of our schools have put together some resources for teachers to 

help grammar-school age children get to know Mother Mazzarello and 

the virtues she exemplified. Parents will find them helpful, too!  

Feel free to use and to share! 

St Anthony School Villa Madonna School 

“I ENTRUST THEM TO YOU”: THEME FOR YEAR II IN PREPARATION 

FOR THE 150TH OF THE FOUNDING OF  

THE DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS (FMA) 

From the Cronistoria of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, Volume 1, pp. 88-89  

[Following her recovery from her near-death battle with typhoid, Mary has found that her 

strength is greatly diminished and she can no longer help her family by working in the vine-

yards so she turns all her thoughts to helping the young girls of Mornese]  

A resource for home catechesis 

that may be helpful - and that 

is on sale: The Jesse Box 

These interactive dioramas of 

stories from Sacred Scripture, 

produced by Ignatius Press, 

will help your children see 

what they read. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0nJmvDP6-A
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19sMKdEB3Hsu_I9lXZz-O3IPogqSFUdV9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1smxfmgVPRf91yrw1We_aM_pXzQa_-eX_?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1P2WIMVRuLwYZsRXrIGPcj9WFIutO0Ni9
https://www.ignatius.com/Search.aspx?k=diorama


Still to come: 

Educating Like Don 

Bosco 

SF Groups & Social 

Justice 
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The Salesian Sisters are 

happy - and grateful - to see 

the construction on their 

new chapel at MHCA in 

North Haledon, moving 

ahead and thank all who 

give in prayer, concern, and 

funds to keep those walls 

going up and all the work-

ers safe. 

Sr. Maria Becerril, FMA 
+August 9, 2020 

Sr. Ofelia Lozano, FMA 
1924-2020 

Requiescant in pace! 

In case you missed them: Masses for DB’s 205th Birthday and Religious Professions 

in Italian - begins at 1 hr. (at 31 
min., an introduction to Colle DB) 

Perpetual Profession of Sr. Elfie del Rosario, FMA First Profession of John Castonguay and Kevin White, SDB 

First Profession of Sr. Lien and Sr. Cherilly, FMA 

Perpetual Profession of Sr. Lindsay Durham, FMA 

St. Joseph Province Jubilee Celebration 

https://youtu.be/sKLhP9UXrHo
https://youtu.be/fc0iLSuxZ4Q
https://www.facebook.com/dmactministries/videos/1050224475392612
https://youtu.be/fc0iLSuxZ4Q
https://www.facebook.com/dmactministries/videos/1050224475392612
https://youtu.be/OWRFQ7TULSc
https://www.facebook.com/SalesianSistersWest/videos/607550526569059
https://www.facebook.com/SalesianSistersWest/videos/1085628218500833
https://youtu.be/OWRFQ7TULSc

