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1. LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

Feast of the Assumption
August, 1978
Rome

Dear Confreres,

We arestill deeplymovedby the unexpectedleath ofPope
Paul VI who has always gracedour humble familywith special
signs of affection and forthright advice. We admirén him a
bright testimony ofmagnanimity in the ministry and holines$
life.

I am writing to you during the days preceeding the feast
of Mary's Assumption. It is a bright coincidence. 'f.hgroximity
of the two eventshelps us paradoxicallyto unite joy to sadness-
the sadnesof a deceasedriend with the great reality of Mary's
Assumption. A prophetic sign of our final victory.

Assumedinto heaven,Mary is even closerand real to the
Pilgrim Church becauseshe has become Helper who dispenses
through the centuriesher blessingswit:h motherly concern.

Today we can look upon the fifteen years of Pope Paul's
pontificate as a gift of Mary for the entire world. The special
protectionof Mary has made him teacher and guide in one of
the most tryingperiods of the Churchs history.

The feast of Mary's Assumption and her motherly inter-
vention in favor of the Peopleof God help us to think of our
founderwho was born in the proximity of this solemn Marian
feast. The vocation of Don Bosco also seems to be a gift of
Mary for the whole christian world.

Recalling one of the last auggestionsof Pope Paul to our
chapteraccordingto whom "the requirementsboth in the Church
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andin civil societytoday, appearto correspondmore thanever
to the particular apostolateof the sonsof St.JohnBosco";1on
the other hand, recalling that the intervention of Mary in the

first dreamof little John Boscowas the determiningfactor which

has shapedthat "genius of an apostle” who standsout in the
Church, | invite you to reflect with me on the project which is
the hallmark of our genial pastoralapostolate the Preventive
System.

For monthswe have been busy deepeningour application
of the results of GC 21. Days of study, meetingsand days of
prayer to better understandthe capitular documents have been
held in the provinces.In many houses the local communities
have organizedin the ongoing formation themesof the chapter.
All this activity is a sign of a genuine religious attitude of the
Congregationto the docility to the Spirit of the Lord.

Also the Superior Council has collegiately realized a further
deepening of this topic to serve the confreresaccording to the
directives of the chapter.

| shall expressa sentimentwhich this solemnity of Mary
evokes: we all complain of the weight of difficulties, of some
defects and defections.Yet | am deeply aware in the recesses
of my beingof anincreaseof the goodwhich is being done.

The figure of PopePaul VI in the Churchis a strongproof.
The Congregationtoo, has enthusiasticallygrown in the aware-
nessof JesugChrist andHis mysteries,of Mary andof the Church.
A knowledgeand love for Don Boscois growing apace;religious
commitment is more deeply lived and one faces reality with
steadfastness.

It seemsto me that we seemore clearly, that we walk
more surely, that a new era of graceis dawning.

'GC 21 No. 448.
The abbreviation GC 21 indicates Chapter Documents, General Chapter of
the Salesian Society, Rome, 1978. Numbers indicate section.
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May Mary's Assumption as well as the intercessionof Pope
Paul serve as sure guidesas we energeticallywalk the long path
highlighted by the Council and our last two general chapters.

1. In Search of Appropriate Practise

A very delicateproblem for these "postcapitular years is
that of finding ways of translatinginto our lives the final results
of the documentsof the chapter.The objective of the chapteris
precisely the "conversion" of our very selves and manner of
acting.

Now the PreventiveSystemof Don Boscohasbeen,in fact,
the proper manner of living and working- "ortho-praxis" as
somewould saytoday after the mannerof the first generations
of Salesians.

The GC 21 offers us ways to the mannerof identifying our-
selvesamid changes.

We wish, thereforeto rethink our fidelity to the Preventive
System.To do this we proposea definite objectivethat of the
conversionof our daily life.

To this end, | invite you to rereadonce again the first docu-
ment of the chapter, "SalesiansEvangelizersof the Young."

This documentassuresus that the Salesianpractise has as
point of referenceand as authentic view the genuine educational
and pastoralscopeof Don Bosco. This is, indeed,a positive and
leading sign of our task of renewal. We must seriouslyconsider
it because,it representsnot only our own growth but «in a
certain sensesomethingnew, as regardsthe work of the SGC."™

The more we acquaint ourselves with the text the more
we will discover the key to its teachings and practises as found

" GC 21 No. 165.
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in Part. Ill, "The SalesianEducational andPastoralPlan."
In the introduction we read:

the idea, therefore,that links the various parts of the
document and gives them unity is our vocation as
evangelizerswhich becomesreal whenit is lived out
in our pastoral and educative projects, restudied and
put into practise®

Of prime importanceis a religiousspirit which ought to
integrate our life with lasting valuesof our consecrationand
mission; which we find in carrying out our Preventive System.
In fact, in the mind of Don Bosco and in our living tradition
this system"tends to identify itself increasingly more with the
'salesiarspirit: pedagogy apostolatespirituality."®

Our Salesianpresenceand activity amongthe young is not
only an educationalmethodbut also, fundamentally,a religious
witnessing:

We publicly confessthat the Father's love has called
and united us into a community for the evangelization
of youth, carrying on a work of education inspired by
the chat'ism of Don Bosco®

The religious commitmentof each communityto grow spi-
ritually in its vocation is measured,in fact, by the extent in
which the conversionis acceptedto live "with the soulof the
Prewentive System."

It is only with this "soul" that one can readlize "that new
Salesianpresence'which is the flight of the spirit of initiative
andmissionaryzeal of thefirst generationf our societyto which

"ibid.No.4.
"passinNo0s.577-592.
® GC 21 No. 96.
Aibid. No. 6.

" ibid. No 17.
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the SGCreferred: "With the young peopleof today, the Preven-
tive Systemmeansthat a new kind of presenceis needed.®

We are, therefore,speakingof a subjectwhich is demanding;
one which goesto the very core of our renewal; onevhich forms
a bond of unity at a time of transition in which pluralism and
cultural differencescould easily lead us astrg:

The Preventive System becomesall the more urgent
today when the membersof the Congregationscattered
throughout the world... wish to preservethrough the
community effectivenesf their vocation,the vital bond
with their Founderand unity of spirit.®

This important capitular statementreaffirms Don Albera's
statement'This magnacharta of our Congregationthe Preventive
System."° This theme reechoesFr. Rinaldi's saying to young
confreres:

The salesiaris either a salesianor is nothing; either
of Don Bosco or of no one. If we study Don Bosco,
if we follow his system,we shall be true sons; otherwise
we shall be nothing, working in a vacuumand off the
track.™

2. The Preventive System of Don Bosco

The few quotations and others taken from the GC 21%
supported by our traditon indicate that our Preventive System

'ibid. No. 155.

AGC No. 80.

2 Circular Letters of Don Pauli Albera to the Salesians Turin, 1965,p. 375.

' EUGENE VALENTINO, Don Rinaldi, Teacherof Pedagogy and Salesian Spk
rituality, Turin, Crocetta,1965,p. 32.

" GC 21 Nos. 80, 9%, 99.
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is basicto that "proper character™® which distinguishesus among
the Peopleof God assalesianof Don Bosco.

2.1 Geniality Expressiveof the Founder

The recentPopePaul in speaking of the religious in their
apostolate of evangelization states: "their apostbate is often
earmarkedby an originality, a graciousmss which call for admi-
ration." *

For salesian'originality" is linked to the carrying out of
the Preventive system.This system, in fact, constitutes the
creative originality of Don Bosco.| would like to cite several
passagefrom aconferencegiven by Fr. A. Caviglia, anoutstanding
authority of our Father's educational method. In a conference
to teachersheld in Rome,1934,the year of our Fathers canaiz-
ation, he said:

Don Bosco'sgreatnessn the life of the Churchis his
establisinga definite christianpedagogy... A christian
pedagogylived basically in the christian life for all
times has found in him its characteristicwhich is the
expressionof faith of all and of faith of all and of
his holiness™®

The underlying theme of his Preventice System can be con-
sideredas a kind of "prophetic message"{God speaking through
His saints)of our times. In this manner Don Bosco points the
way as a "doctor" of the Church, "Father and Teacher" of the
art of christianeducation. The decee of his canonization defines
him as "the prototype of the educationof modern youth. He has

3 CE. Directives of Bishopsand Religious in the Church, Vatican City, 1978,
Nos. 11‘}’ 15.

,» Evangeli Nuntiandi No. 69.
ALBERT C.wiGLIA, Pedagogyof Don Bosco,Rome, 185, p. 6.
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opened up with a method truely original, the best and most
secureroad to pedagogicalpractise."®

In the Preventive System Don Bosco manifests a strong
creative ability. His creativity,

is not a creativity of elements. Creating from nothing
is the work of God alone. Don Bosco's creativity is a
creative synthesiswhich is a sign of a genius.| call it
creative synthesisbecauseits originality, its beauty, its
greatnessdoes not reside so much in its novety of
particulars but in the discovery of that idea which
bandsthem into a new and results into a whole.”

The catalystof such a creative synthesishas been called by
the chapter"pastoral charity", heartof the salesian spirit. *® Fr.
Caviglia consideredit more as a method under the aspect of
"bonta.” It was a goodnesswhich was visible and intimate. A
goodnesswhich elicits a responseof love and createsan environ-
mentof kindness.

Someof us have heard Fr. Caviglia when he preachedspi-
ritual retreats. He statedquite frankly that such kindness ought
to be the object of a fourth vow for the salesarns- a vow of
kindnessand the practiseof the Preventive System.

| believe that it is egecially urgent today in the Congre-
gationto becomeonceagainawareof this originality and creativity
of Don Bosco.

Perhapshis early disciples spoke so enthusiastically in  a
languagewhich pre-datedthe developmentof the scienceof educa-
tion and the inevitable changeshave created a certain remissness,
a certain slackeningfor serious study which could have negative

® «novae juventutis educator princeps, nova prorsus.method, quae quidem
in paedagogica disciplina vere escellentissimunmac tutissimumsignavit iter». ASS
1935, p. 285.

¥ ALBERTO CAVIGLIA, Op.cit., p. 9.

11 ConstitutionsNo. 40.
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results on our identity. Don Bosco instead incarnated in this
"system" his own sanctity. He conceived pedagogy "beyond
theay and beyondthe narrow confines of methodology"to the
realm of a wisdom which is basedon the charismand specialgift
of the Holy Spirit. In this manner "the originality" of his system
has acquired a future dimension.

F. Caviglia againsays:

It is without doubt a paradox: his title to greatness,
the invention of the Preventive System.The originality

and the end resultof the mind and heartof this true

genius of goodness isthis powerful creative synthesis.
He lived it. Thisidea, this synthesis, originated from

the heart and residedin goodness.. This system of

Don Bosco is the system of kindness or, for better
words, kindness built into a system Quite naturally
it is kindnessspringing from the heart of a saint and,
hence,a kindness which is more than human. Here
the heart of the man gives shapeand form to that
which the ideaof charity dictates,namely, the molding

and the savingof souls"®

It seemsto me thatthesecitations have hit the mark. They
clearly describewith accuracythe mostoriginal character of our
"proper character" in the Church; they show us what is the
"pastoral charity" which is the perennial sourceof our identity2°

2.2 A Date in Tradition

It is clear that when GC 21 speaksof the PreventiveSystem
it doesnot simply refer to the classicpageswritten by Don Bosco
in 1877 and up to the SGC incorporatedin the Regulations.
Ratherit is "an organic wholeof convictions, attitudes, actions,

1 ALBERT CAVIGLIA, op.ct., pp. 14-15.
" ConstitutionsNo. 40; ASGC 26, 127.

presence,means, methods and structureswhich have progressively
establisheda certain personaland communitymanner of existence
and action of Don Bosco, of eachindividual salesianand member
of the salesianfamily." #

In this respectDon Bosco's brochures, without doubt, one
of the most precious documents.Yet his apostolicand educa-
tional method cannotbe adequatelyunderstoodin the few pages
of his brochureor other of his many writings. It is enoughto
glance at the most evident and clear evidenceof his system, the
growth of Dominic Savioin holiness. During Dominic's life span
a great part of Don Bosco'swritings were not yet in existence.
The Oratory of Valdocco had not yet a full residentprogram.

We are dealing, therefore,with an apostolicand educational
practisewhich is clarified by the help of Don Bosco's treatise
and other writings, but above all by his subsegent manner of
acting.

The analysisof such a practise requires a special task of
tuning in on the spirit. In fact, since the "system"is the sum
total of convictions, attitudes and presence, and was createdand
lived in a socialenvironmentof the last century,we must earnestly
endeavorto make some subtle distinction; that is, the living and
permanentheirloom of the Preventive System. Its "lasting"
values and its messagefor the future is not to be identified with
a cultural view andwith an ecclesialmentality of the past.

But if it may have beenlamentableto have to reducethe
PreventiveSystemo legalobservanceat would bemoredisastrous

" Cf. AAVV., "The EducationalSystem of Don Bosco as Found in Old
and New Pedagogy";"Act of the SalesianEuropeanCongresson theEducational
Systemof Don Bosco", Turin, LDC, 1974, No. 301.

For Don Bosco the expressionPreventive Systemdid not refer to a written
work but to "that sum of meansand educatiorl procedure which suppose and
imply an entire organismof convictions, ideas, reasonsand faith which comprise
his way of dealing with youtH'. Peter Braido, The Preventive System of Don
Bosco, Zurich, PAS-Verlag, 1964 pp 66.
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to believe that it no longer bearsfor us that original vitality so
necessaryfor our renewal.

The GC 21 exhortsus to discover with seriousness and
love its "charismatic nucleus"so as to preserveandto carry on
our original dynamism. This ought to be done by the entire
salesiarfamily, sincewithout the practiseof the PreventiveSystem
we cannotbe faithful to Don Bosco.??

2.3. TheBasicElementof Our ((Charism"

The SGC had already inserted the subject matter of the
Preventive System in the text of the Constitutions defining the
system as "precious heritage"* linked to that "apostolate of
love" which forms "the centerof our salesianspirit." **

With goodreasontherefore,Fr. Louis Ricceriin his important
letter, "Decentralizationand Unity Today in the Congregation”
of Octobe, 1977, in presentingthe original componentsof our
charismexplicitly enumeratesthe PreventiveSystem as a special
"style of apostolicpresence.®

It is closely linked to other componentsof salesiancharism,
especiallyto the"spirit" of DonBoscoandhis "mission"to youth.

In the Preventive System,in fact, one can distinguish two

1 For a more comprehensivehistoricaldoctrinal in depth study of salesian
practise of Don Bosco, three outstandingauthors are worthy of note:
— Fr. A. Caviglia in his commentaryon the lives of Magone, Besuccoand,
above all, Dominic Savio, shows a pendrating grasp of Don Bosco's spirit.

— Fr. P. Ricaldonein his book Don Bosco, The Educator and as a major

supetior has brought out quite authoritatively the educational aspect of Don
Bosm's chaiism.
— Fr. P.Braidoin his Preventie Sysem of Don Bosco is the scholar.

He has scientifically approached the subject of the Preventive System. Part I,
"The Times, Works and Personalityof Don Boscd' merits attention.

" ConstitutionsNo. 25; Cf. Reguation Nos. 3, 4.

4 ACS 272, OctoberDecember, 1973, No. 10.

ACS indicates Actsof Superior Chapterof SalesianSociety.
Superior Chapterof SalesianSociety.

" ibid. No. 10.
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levds or aspectswhich are different yet closely linked to one
another:the inspiring principle which createsa spiritual attitude
in the individual, "the spiritual thrust", and the methodological
principle which servesas a guide in the concretesituation of his
action, "the educationalmethod."

Betweenthe "pastoralthrust” and the "pedagogical thrust"
one can notice a subtle distinction which is worthy of reflection
and deepeninginsight, but it would be an illusion and a danger
to addthat to forget the closebond which unites them so radically
as to make it impossible to separatethem. To dissociate Don
Bosco'smethodfrom his apostolicsoul would be to destroyboth.
In this manner the Preventive Systemis totaly linked to the
salesian "spirit" by meansof its "pastoralthrust” that it consti-
tutesits incarnatecharacter.For a good reasonit can be defined
as an authenticspirituality of our apostolicaction and "therefore
our practicalway of tendingfor the fulnessof charity and christian
life." In fact the educatoris completelysaturatedby sentiments,
thoudhts and activities which characterizehis existence.

On the other hand the Preventive Systemis so directly linked
to the salesianmissionwith regardto the "educational method"
that it translatesit into practice. The SGC remindedus that be-
tween salesan "mission”, one and identical for all and everywhere,
and "pasbral" in action, changeableaccordingto circumstances,
that there is an important level which one needsto harmonize 2
The Preventive Systemis to be situated between two frames,
that of educationand apostolatewhich enlighten and guide the
variousprojects to elaborateand apply in an orderly fashion of
the diverse situation of time and space.

To sumup, the "apostolic thrust" and "method of action"
of the PreventiveSystemfuse so perfectly to make of the system

,.ACGS No. 30.
ACGS refers to Acts of Special General Chapter of Salesian Society,
Rome, 1972.
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a point of referencefor the unity and identity of the salesian
family in the Church.

2.4 The Sure Wayto a True Conversion

The originality and geniality of our Fonuderare not museum
piecesbut anappealto a challange. They point out the right
pathto choosefor that concrete conversionto which the GC 21
invites us.

Apostolic charity translatedinto goodnesds at the root of
our spirit and our mission. The very name salesian originates
from goodnessin practise consideringa saint who had incarnated
the "begnignitas et humanitas" of Our Divine Savior. It s,
indeed,a namewhich qualifies our vocation and points out the
goal for which we are accountablein the Church. The entire life
of Don Boscois like a commentaryon the bearers ofthis nane.

When nine years old JohnBosco felt called by the Most
High and consideredthe Madonna as "the inspiring force" and
"teacher"of the Preventive Systen.

With good reason Fr. Rinaldi on the occasionof the centi-
nary of the first dream, 1925, "had ordered that a commemo-
ration be held in every houseand he himself held conferences
with the salesiansand sisterson the subject.Already at that time
he aimedto help themsee how it hadbeen pointedout to Don
Bosco that his educationalsystem was founded on the spirit of
goodnessand meekness' %’

For this reasonDon Bosco made the formation of his first
salesiansconsist in learningto live and practise the Preventive
System. This remained the traditional formation of the first
generationof salesians.

Among the last letters of Don Bosco there is an important

*' EuGENE CERIA, Life of the Servant of God, Philip Rinald, Turin, S.E.I.,
1948, p. 443.
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oneto Fr. JamesCostamagnan Argentina. Don Bosco writes:

| feel myself failing and| would like to havewith me

my sonsand daughtersof America... | would like to

give you a conferenceon the salesianspirit which
shauld serveas a guide to our actionsand our speech.
The PreventiveSystemshouldbe for usall ... Let words
of kindness patienceandcharity pervadeour classes..

Let every salesianbe a friend of all; neverto seek
revenge.Let him easily pardon. Never recall incidents
onceforgiven... Kindnessof speechin word, in advising
conquerseverythingandall." 28

We know that "this letter contributedto the spiritual and
temporal welfare of the province of Argentina. Not only the
provincial but otherconfrereswho madecopiesof the letter sent
thanksto the saint. Somewho felt they were at fault or found
greaterdifficulties to be charitableand patienttook a vow which
they renewedevery month on the occasion of the practiseof
'Happy Death'#

The recentPopePaul with farsightedvision and deepinterest
in our vocationon May 24, 1973in his motu proprio, "Magiste-
rium Vitee", delivered on the occasionof the elevation of our
Pontifical Atheneum to a University stated

The membersof the SalesianSociety have respectully
received from their Father and Founderthat special
charismin the art of educationentrusted to them not
only asa sacreddepositto be guardedjealously but also
as a fruitful seedto be aultivated faithfully.®®

Hencee, be it at the Pontifical SalesianUniversity or at our
centersof study we must carry on that activity according to

** EUGENE CERIA, Letters of St.John Boso, Vol. 4, Turin, 1959, p. 332.
" ibid. p. 33, footnote.
" ACS 272 OctoberDecember, 1973. Nos. 72-77.
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which the spirit of the holy Founder which is well known asthe
"preventivesystem"and which not without a specialdesign of
God has drawn its force from the gospel. We are, therefore,
dealingwith anelementwhich is "substantial.™

Let us listen to the refreshingwords of P. Duvallet, a
Frenchpriestwho for twenty years was at the side of Abbe
Pierre,the apostlefor the educationof youth of today:

You haveschoolsoratoriesandyouth centersbut only
onetreasure— the educationalmethodof Don Bosco.
In the way in which youth is abusedtakenadvantage
of, mistreatedtheLord hasentrusted/ou with amethod
of educationin which respectfor the boy, his nobility
andfrailty, his dignity asa sonof Godtriumphs
Maintain, renew, enrich this method with modern
approaches Adopt it to the youth of the twentieth
century which Don Bosco could not know. But for
God's sakepreserveit! Changeeverything. Lose, if
thecasemaybe, your houseduthold ontothistreasure
thusbuilding in thousandof heartsa way to love and
saveyouthwhich is the heredityof Don Bosco®

3. In the Footsteps of Christ Friend of the Young

The salesianfamily was born of the love of Don Bosco for
theyoung. A love of predilectionwhich developedand permeated
his natural gifts but which was radically a special gift of God
destinedfor the salvationof the youth of today. This predilection
welled up in him from his enthusiasticadherenceto JesusChrist
and under the guidance of Mary leading to make presentthe

" GC 21 No. 216.

" AA.VV. "Preventive System of Don Bosco in Old and New Pedagogy”;
"Acts of European Saksan Conferenceon Educational System of Don Bosco".
Turin, LDC 1974, p. 314.
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mystery of Christ "while blessingchildren and doesgoodto all,”
as the Council says™

The Gospel shows the love of JesusChrist for the young
in various ways: He loves them. "Jesuslooked... and loved him.
Mk, 10,21.He wishesto be surroundedby them; Mt. 19, 14-15;
Mk. 10, 13-16; Lk. 18, 1517.

"Let thelittle children”, Lk. 9. 46-48, "He who welcomes."

He invites them to follow Him. The rich young man, Mt.
19,16-26; Mk. 10, 17-22.

He healsthem."Go home your sonwill live." Jo.4, 46-54.

He resurrects."Young man, | tell you getup." Lk. 7, 11-15.
Daughterof Jairus,Lk. 8, 40-55; Mk. 5.21-43.

He freesthemfrom the devil. Mk. 17,14-18; Lk. 9, 37-43.

He casts out the devil from the daughter of Canaanite
woman. Mt. 15, 2128; Mk. 7, 24-30.

He grantspardonto the prodigal son. Lk. 15, 11-32.

He works a miracles."There is a small boy here" Jo. 6,
1-15.

We cannotexplain Don Bos®'s deep delight for the young
without his love for JesusChrist. In the following of Christ one
finds the life-giving sourceof his vilality . This is the initial gift
of the Most High; the "first charism" of Don Bosco. We are
not dealing with human inclinations or natural preferencesbut
beyond them. A moderntheologian of the religious life states:

Such a level, and no other thanwhat JacquesMaritain
hasdefined as 'the sphereof the spirit at its source'.
It is describedas the point of poeticalinspiration, the
genius of the artist, the mystical experienceand above
all the indwelling of grace..

Wefind ourselvedeyondthe beckoningfrontiers, with
a grand view The normal enclosesone'sexistenceas

3% Lumen Gentium N. 46.
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if it hadmore in store. It is almost as if beneaththe
ashes,ambershad the sourceof a fire... asif the expe-
rience in the soul of Paul on the road to Damascus®

It is the sight of Don Bosco's vocation and, therefore, of
his intuition in the art of educationand of his spiritual originality
of a saint.

3.1 "TheGift of Predilectionfor the Yaung"

Don Albera in his importantcircular letter of October, 1920,
wrote:

"Don Boscois our model in the education and sancti-
fication of youth."

He perhapsbeg depictedwith greatestcareand psychd ogical
insight Don Bosco'slove as a type for the salesianvocation.He
defines it:

The gift of predilectionfor the young. It is not enough
to havea certain natural attraction but it is necessary
to have a liking for them. This predilection in the

initial stageis a gift of God; it is the same salesian
vocation. It is up to our intelligenceand our heartto

developand perfect it. *

This apostolicpredilectionfor young peopleappearedn Don
Bosco as a kind of "passion”. Better, it was his "supervocation”
to which he dedicated himself "avoiding every obstacle and
eventhing, eventhough good, which would hinder its realzation."
(Fr. Louis Ricceri) Fr. Peter Stella states:*

" JEAN MARIE RoGER TILLARD, Carisma e Sequela,Bologna, Dehoniane
Edition, 1978,pp. 57-58.
i, Circular Letter of Fr. Paul Albera, p. 372.
ACS 284, OctoberDecember, 978, p. 31.
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For Don Bosco to love youth did not only mean to
arouse affection, but also to feel its attradion, to be
subdued,to be aware of the indispensablerole of one's
life. Don Bosco expressesit in words which suprass
the conventionalletterwriting style as exemplified in
his letters to his boys from St. Ignatius near Lanzo,
from Rome and from Florence”

In a memorablepage of the early cited circularFr. Albera
wrote:

One must say that Don Bosco had a liking for us in
a specialway which was characteristicallyhis. Onefelt
his irresistable attraction. | felt myself captive to a
powerful force which nourihed my thoughts my words
and my activities. | felt myself loved as at no other
time, far greaterthan any other. He surroundedus all
and completely asif in an atmosphereof happiness and
joy. In him therewas a magneticattraction. He attract-
ed our youthful heartsin such a mannerthat we could
not leavehim. Evenif we could have,we would never
have left him for all the gold in the world for such
was our joy in his having such an ascendancyver us
which for him was so natural, without any effort on
his part. It could not be otherwisebecausesachspoken
word or action reflected the holiness of union with
God which is perfect charity. He drew us to himself
with the fullness of supernaturalove which burst forth
from his heart From this singular attraction there
sprangup the conquestof our hearts. In him the abun-
danceof naturalgifts wasraisedto a supernéurallevel®®

7 PETER STELLA, Don Bosco in the History of Catholic Religion, Vol. 2,
PASVerlag, Zurich, 1969, p. 473.
,. Circular Letter of Fr. Paul Albera, pp. 372-374.
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Don Bosco nourishedthis his charism,the apostolatefor the
young, with a constant meditation on salvation desired by Our
Divine Savior and calling of his priestly vocation:"the young are
the delight of the Lord." * "Mary Help of Christians blesses
those who concern themselveswith the young."*° He backed
up this specialinspiration of God with realistic reflections based
on historical happeningsin a society in transition."Youth is that
delicateand preciousportion of society on which the hopes of
the future are based"*

His predilectionfor youth becamethe driving force of his
life. "The Lord has sentme for the young, hence,| must not
becomeengrossedin other matters and preserve my health for
their good." And it is the mission of the Congregation. "We
must have as our first aim, the good of the young. Thoseprojects
which take us away from them are not good."*

At the basisof the Preventive System there is, therefore
this preferential choice which requires full commitmentto young
peopleprescindingfrom so many other possibilities: "We already
have too many things on hand without going to look for other
projects. Theseprojects only direct our attention elsewhere.*?

Today, too, our Congregatiormustgrow and live in a true
apostolic predilection towards boys and the young. This is
indispensablefor a healthy growth.

We cannot make the Preventive System live if this clear
choiceis not sealedby the charism of our Founderregardlessof
other ideological interpretations Even if we righty speakof our

% MB 16, p. 66.
“MB 16,p. 238.
“MB 2, p. 45.

MB indicatesto The Biographical Menwoirs of Saint John Bos®, a work
in 19 volumes written from 1898to 1939 by Frs. BaptistLemoyne, Angelo Amadei
and Eugene Ceria. (Extra-=commercial Edition).

“MB 14,p. 284.
©MB 14,p. 284.
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"apostolateof the young in the segmentof our society", this
segmentonly narrowsthe humansphereof action of our predi-
lection ratherthan changethe object of our priority. Without
doubt "predilection” does not mean "exclusion", but it does
demandthat the youngstersstill maintain the first and mostim-
portantplace*

The GC 21 affirms that:

We recognizein youth itself the other sourceof our
inspiration in spreadingthe gospel. We salesians are
sentto the young, and especiallyto the poorestof them
and we collaborate in the creation of a new society
grounding to the full their life in faith."*

We must not be surprisedif those communitieslose their
salesiarspirit if for one reasonor anotherthey lose their predi-
lection for youngsters.

The first and most urgent need of the Preventive System
todayis "not to desertthe difficult field of our youth commit-
ment." *°

Each community program, each individual's commitment,
each new searchof salesianpresence,it to be aimed towards
placing the Congregationat the heart of the problem of young
people.

3.2 SharedCharity

The dailypresenceof the salesiareducatorwith his youngsters
is one fundamentalaspectof the PreventiveSystem.Don Bosco
had given himself completelyto them and did all he could to
live in their midst. He could very well assurethem, without fear
of deception,that his life was for them:

“ Cf. Constitutions2, 14. ASGC 45, 53, 45, 55.
"GC No. 12.
4 jbid. No. 13.
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Be awarethat | amcompletelyat your disposalmorning
and evening,day and night — at whateverhour. |
haveno otheraim but to obtainyour spiritual, intellec-
tual and physical advantages.l did not desire that
you considerme as your superiorbut as your friend.
Havefull confidencein me; this is what | desire what
| ask as true friends"* | study for you; | work for
you; | live for and | am ready evento die for you."#

The salesiandoes not only work for the youngbut among
and with them. The Preventive Systemis for him a practise
directedby the heartrather than a scientific mannerof procedure
He has need,therefore,to learn the art and the sacrifice to be
physically present.He is completely involved as an educator,"a
sign of andbearerof the love of God for young people.™®

To makethe PreventiveSystemlive it is necessaryto review
and renew the salesianpractise of presenceand of friendliness
whether it be in genuinepredilection or in youthful develope-
ment of today.

Hereis a subjectand assignmentwe must face with courage
and with christian generosityin the gift of self.

The GC 21 has reminded us of "considerabledifficulties
experiencedby somesalesiansn acceptingand understandinghe
young, in tuning in to their wavelength when discussing their
problems."* This situation could lead to missing the mark. Some
choosethose who are more likeable rather thanthose whom the
Lord sends.

It is disturbingto notein manyof our worksa dimi-
nution in number of this preferential group, and that

4 MB 7, p. 503.

..DOMENIC RUFFINO, Chronicles of the Oratory of St. Francis of Sales,
Sdedan Archives 110, Rome, MS 5, 10.

A Korstitutions 2.
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we seemto be choosingotherswho haveless claim to
our attention."™"

For this reasonthe revitalization of the PreventiveSystem
demandsthat at the head of the list of priorities an actual
presene among young peoplethosein greater need. The peda-
gogy of Don Boscois apostolic; born, developed and lived in
this segmentwhich constitutesthe special place for a genuine
salesiarexperience.

3.3 Knowledge of Each One and of the "Youth Situation"

Predilectionof the young repuiresa continual deepening of
interest, be it for the individual youngsterwith whom one works
or in that cultural phenomenonwhich today is the "youth sit-
uation .

Friendinessand dialogue with the individual, the unsurpas-
sable examgde of Don Bosco to which we havereferred is a
tradition of dialogue and friendliness which we ought to keep
andrenew.

In our day the outlay in educatonalserviceshas becomeso
exhorbitantas to place greaterdemands on  instruction and
culture.

Now this can place a heavy burden on education. We must
not forget that our service in educationis the task of evangeli-
zation and for this reasonassurethe necessaryand even ideal
meansfor suchan objective.*

Growth in faith has need of a personal touch which can
bring to maturity the individual vocation. In "en masse"programs
we lose the beg opportunityto influence which was so characte-
ristic of Don Bosm's manner of dealing with the young.

Stibid.
sz Cf. Evangelii Nuntiandi No. 46.
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Knowledgeof the "youth situation”, a phenomenonof today,
is a matter of greaturgency for us. It is an elementconditioning
our dialogue with eachyoungster and with the entire gamut of
the apostolate.There is today this very special "world of the
young" which bodesgood and evil. The GC 21 describes it
with few gened referencessayingthat youngsters "go through
this experienceas living partsof a settingcalled 'youth situation."*
For us it is necessaryto lenda willing earto the voice of the
world of the young and to keep it in mind in the educativeand
pastoraldialog of evangelization.®

This is of the greatestimportancebecausethe educational

mission of Don Bosco considersquite positively young people as
a treasureof societyandand the Church. Young peopleconstitute
a unique dimension of human existence,a propitiousmoment,a
responsibilityfor the faith and not simply a passing phase and
an ageof preparation.

A salesiandoesnot intend to help a boy "pass"or "get over"
his young years, but ratherto live his daysin the companyof
others developing, through his typical plans and his dreams, a
personality grounded on evangelical principles to make him a
candidateworthy of canonizationeven at the ageof fifteen.

Now the cultural phenomenonof "youth situation” requires
special knowledge of his condition:

The harmoniousrelationshipwhich is so necessaryto

educatethem (young people), liking what they like but

without abandoningour adult role of salesianeducators,
becomesn this way both difficult and complex®

To renew the Preventive Systemit will be necessarynot
only to penetratethe heartof eachindividual but also the actual

" GC 21 No. 1.3; Cf. ASGC No. 46.
" GC21No. 20.
® GC 21 No. 13.

life situation of each youngster:his aspirations,senseof values,
his home condition, his models, his tensions,his goals, his life
ambitions.

The chapter,therefore, asksus:

As apremiseto every educationaland pastoralprogram,
salesiansneedto be more sensitive to the 'youth con-
dition', understoodin its expectationswhich are most
in line with the gospel, through an adequate and

ﬁﬁ{ppwpgb@s and by meansalso of direct contact
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3.4 A Careful Evaluation of Human Reason

The correct understandingf the young is a basic necessity
of their educationand upbringing. Young people today live in
a societywhich touchestheir sensibilitiesby changedecausehey
easily assimilatethe values and disvaluesof a new culture and
presenta real pastoralproblem to be confronted.

To seriouslyanalyzethe conditionsof the youngit is neces-
sary to have a suitable preparationand competencein the so
called human scienceswhich today are alreadystudiedin the first
years of formation. Thesestudiesought to hold a prominent
placein the updatingof the salesianandin his continualreadings.
Thesehuman scienceswhile an enrichmentcan also be a danger.
In their respectivefield they need to integrate their findings
with global conditions and the ultimate human reality. This
resultis to be evaluatedin the light of philosophicaland theolog-
ical insightsand aboveall in the light of faith.

To renewthe PreventiveSystemthereis needof an intense
and continued collaboration between the human disciplines en-
lightenedby philosophicalpedagogicalinsights and the discipline

% jbid. No. 30.
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of faith based on a pastoraltheological vislon. Without this
indispensableinterchange of reason with human sciences and
theology we shall not have the required knowledgeof the con-
ditions of the young and sourcesof their evangelization.

Much evil can result by a onesided and conceited point
of view.

In a special mannerrealizing that today awarenessof the
conditionsof the young aboundin the psychosociologicafield, it
is necessaryto underscorethe urgency to correlate and link
knowledge of the history of salvation, a senseof sin, and the
original richesof the patrimony of faith so as not to lose sight
of the true perspective

Theword of God,in fact, is not simply a certainconvergence
of values,or aresponseof humanaspirationbut mainly a message,
a calling, an interpellation. To "believe" indicates to receive
not simply to discover.God is truthfully "other than" the tem-
poral values even though it is beautiful and indispensable to
know how to discoverthe newnessof the signsof the times.

In the act of evangelizingit is, without doubt, necessaryo
know and cultivate the new style of life, of participation but
without indentifying its values with those of the Gospelwhich
is the beareiof a special richess, superior and distinct, not to
be confusedwith the cultural level.

Theyouth of today demandthat we take interestand concern
in humanaffairs, study and promote their positive aspects, but
also to know their limitations, to critically penetratetheir ambi-
valence and to single out their negativeaspectsso as not to fall
into danger,not imaginary, of man'sself-centeredness.

"Man's bend of mind" and "man's self-centerednessare not
the same.The former is demandedby the Preventive Systen,
the latter would be a corruption. As the memorablePope Paul VI
said at the conclusionof Vatican II: The Churchhas "turned to"
but not "turned away from" man.

Our true involvement in "youth situation" ought not to
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polarize our humancompetencefo place obstacleson our other
radicalinvolvementas disciples and prophets of the Lord with
its theologicalcompetence.

4. Pastoral Charity and Pedagogical Wisdom

Don Bosco'smethod as history indicatesis clearly a "pastor-
al" activity. We give to this term a meaning which is specific,
linked to the apostolicmystery of the Church.

The type of charity which initiated it and inspiredit in the
heartof Don Boscois that which growsin the mysteryof apostolic
successionn which the presbyterate with the collaboration of
the episcopateshepherda specialportion of the flock in the light
of salvationandthe comingof the Kingdom of God. This meaning
is not forgottenin an attentiverereadingof the PreventiveSystem.
He, too, carrys out the teachingsof Don Bosco without being a
priestand these are, indeed, manymust understandthis radical
conceptwhich givesthe tone to so many aspectsand explains
the characteristicfeaturesof a style all its own.

Don Braido writes:

In my opinion this indicatesthat Don Bosco has placed
the summitof his concern, and hence of his interest
for the young, their insertioninto society, in the labor
field and professionalfied. This benefit of their edu-
cational maturity had one sole aim: their christian
redemptionin this life andtheir eternal salvation. He
did not deny the intrinsic validity of work to make of

the boy an upright manand good citizen and hence of

a work accesiblenot to priests alone.

Don Boscowishedthat the ranks of his socialand educ-
atiorel apostolates be filled with zealouslay persons
("Coadutors") in his religious society and outside his




religious society with ("Cooperators"). In a very con-

creteway he envisionedthat the combinedeffort tend
towards a supernatural christian redemptionwith an

eschatologial dimension.Theneedwasto haverecourse
to the meansof grace,the sacramentsandto the minis-

terswho could dispensghem?®’

Today, therefae, a true realizationof the Preventive System
directs us to thetheme of "Priesthood"of the New Alliance in
the light of conciliar doctrine. Vatican Il has recalled the key
meaningof the royal priesthoodof the faithful andin this manner
hasthrown a light on the functon of senice and animation of
the ministerial priesthood®® The bishop with the presbyterateare
consecratedo a priestly lif e for the whole communty. The Pre-
vertive Systemis permeatedby a priestly spirit.

A vast panoramaopenson the horizon to a diligent rereading
to which the GC 21 ontheexplicit invitation of Pope Paul VI
has invited us to consicer in particularthe priestly figure of the
Rector. The problemis indeedmore extensive and compling.
The resultsof studying it carefully will be a definite explanaton
of the true "pastoral" aspectfor all those who work in the
sdesianmisdon of the Church.

4.1 Peretration Not Dissipation

The "pastoral” thrust of the Preventive Systemservesas a
unifying link between evangelizationand education.

Don Bosco, in fad, excludes in his pastord-educational
adivity any division between educationand evangelization.

He wished to desribe his practise with a kind of cathy
dogan: "Evangdize by educating and educateby evangelizing."

n PETER BRAIDO, The Preventive Systemof Don Bosco,p. 88.
1w Cf. Lumen Gentium No. 1.

With this dogan the salesianyouth apostolateis charace-
rized by the cultural incarration in the field of education.Sak-
sian educationis to be distinguished by its constant pastoral
scope.lt is not a play on words but an avoidanceof two harmful
arrangementsyiz., that of pretending simply to reduce pastoral
pedagogyto that which extolshumanfindings, asif thesefindings
were already christian in their very sructure.

The GC 21 dates: "We are well awarethat educaton and
evanglization are spedfically distinct acivities of their class,but
neverthelessthere is a dgrict connection between them on the
practical plane of exisence"®°

Their mutual autonamy of naure and order do not indicate
difference of practise and art.

The distirctive naturewith its respedtve valuesand relative
science does not, therefore, impose a subject matter contray
to "a christian eduation." In theory it would be a kind of
nominalism which is alien to historic realism. Better, it would
not takeinto accounteither the existing practise,or the existence
of two fields of activity, or the existentialunity of the person,
or the christianmeaningof onehistary.

4.2 ToEvangelize'by educating"

Let us considr the first part of our formula: "to evangelize
by educating".

The pastoral oncern of Don Bosco is characteried by the
choice of education as the area and field of genuine pastoral
activity.

Hence the Preventive System tends towards the exsterial,
bringing into bold relief "evangeliation" and "eduation" which
have been underscoredin the apostolic exhortation "Evangelii
Nuntiandi." ¢

% GC 21 No. 14.
% Evangelii Nuntiandi Nos. 31-36.
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Our SGC had spokenof "complete christian development"
and of "christian education leading for freedom." Don Bosco
in his days"was fond of summarizingthe programof life proposed
to boys in simple but meaningfulformulas. He speaksof 'good
christian and respectablecitizens'; he sets his sights on ‘'health,
wisdom and holiness®

His pastoralconcernis not reducedto a simple catechetical
or liturgical instruction but embracesthe concrete pedagogical-
cultural situation of the boy.

His pastoral concernis directed to the inner core of the
processof humanzation without doubt with a critical eye to its
shortcomings but also with an optimistic global view of human
maturity. He was convinced that the gospelseedmust be planted
in this field to lead the young peopleto give themselves whole-
heartedly in their own time.

In this manner his pastoral concernleanedtoward the up-
building of a new society so much so that Don Bosco could
presenthis "System"asa genuineelementof promoting a common
good to any politician who was not keen on matters of faith.

We aredealingwith thatevangelicatharitywhichisexempli-
fied in the giving of a glassof water and a piece of bread,in
visiting the sick and the imprisoned in freeing and hdping the
waywardandabandonedboy.

With good reasonDon Bosco is known in the Church and
in the world as a "Saint Educator"since he directed his holiness
in educating. On the other hand if the Gospelis a value for
salvationin the processof a boy's growth and if a boy lives in
a period of educational proaess, his evangelization has to be
assistedby an educationalprocessby which his faith is to be
integrated asa unifying elementof his own personality.

The formula "evangelizeby educating” carrieswith it some
precise options on the part of the salesian.

#GC 21 No. 81.
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One must note that the PreventiveSystemas a "praxis’
places these options on the existential plane and so we refer
them to the personwho evangelizesand educateso his convict-
ions, to his intimate motives,to his competence,to his method
and ways among the young people.l shall list the more impor-
tant options of this first formula:

AThe thrust which setsthe educational processinto action.
The reasonwhy the salesian{as an individual or asa community)
plungeshimself into the educational field has its origin outside
the realm of culture. It originatesfrom his pastoral charity, or
better, from a motive of serviceto the Gospel. The fundamental
option of his whole life is the following of Christ wholeheartedly.
This basic choice permeateshe very being of the salesianso that
all his activity, whateverit be, acquiresevangelicalintention.

"The PreventiveSystem”,Don Bosco often said, "is charity.
The holy fear of God infused into the heart."®

The interior thrust (personal or communitarian) must be
guided and directed to the point of holiness. To negled this
would reducethe formula "evangelizeby educating" to a snare
that would make of evangelizationa purely humangimmick.

\Xlith good reasorDon Boscochosethe motto: "Give me
souls" to point the way and to stimulate the salesianon his
mission.

APositive concernfor valuesand cultural institutio11s. The
intention to evanglize brings the salesian(as a personor as a
community)to appreciateand to assumethe educatona task of
human values, thus deepeningand developing thespecific nature
which is endowed withits own finality even if it knows that a
certain autonomywhich respondsin the order of analysisand of

2 MB 6, p. 38, Cf. Circular Lette's of Fr. Paul Albera, pp. 374-375.
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their study doesnot bring independenceof faith in the practical
orderin the art of education®

Thereis, in fact, a very important distinction which has
to be maintained between the natural reality to be considered
analytically in its formal autonomyand the samereality considered
globally and harmoniouslyin so far as it refersto a man living
in history and recapitulatingin Christ.

At any rate, the fact that values, cultural institutions and
human scienceshave their own specific goals, the Preventive
Systemshould be opento the initiatives and cultural institutions
with a specialview for the needsof youth thus helping to bring
about their harmoniousgrowth.

Don Boscowas most attentiveto humanvalues. We have
only to think what he did in the areaof schoos, works, leisure
time, printing, cultural updating,music, organizationsetc. Only
a personwith a free and very human spirit-without any touch
of Pelegianisracould leave to his disciples such words: "Give
youngstersplenty of time to shou, jump andrun. Gymnastics,
music,declamationsheaterandwalksarevery effectivemeans.®*

In this manner,cultural and educationalknow-how of the
salesianwill be a gaugeto measurethe sincerity and efficacy of
his intention to evangelize. On the other hand, his intention
will be the light which will illumine him on the way in the art
of education.

ATo securelybind the Gospelto culture. In the carrying
out of the PreventiveSystem,the Gospelis presentedn a manner
closelylinked to concete situations. The Gospel is not isolated
from life but harmoniosly set is the growth process of the
youngsters personalityand development.t is not to consistin
legalobservancesnd obligations,but is a gift and a power which

" Cf. Apostolicam Actuosiatem, No. 7.
*MB 13, pp. 920-921.

-3

permeatesone's whole personwhich runs over into history and
the entire creation of the Mystery of Christ.

Don Bosco was always concernedto have boys seethe inner
human developmenbf the personand of society, "the beauty of
Religion." He sought always to prevent and heal the dramatic
cleavageof the Gospel and culture. He often repeated: "Only
religion can begin and bring to completion the true task of
education."®®

A true sense of gradual growth. The Constitutions of the
SalesianCongregationstate:

We acceptyouth aswe find them andimitate the patience
of God himself whatever the state of their present
freedom or faith... We seekto enlightenand stimulate
them while recanizing the subtleprocessby which faith
grows. In educationwe should aim at involving young
people more and more in their own development®

It is an educational processthat bearsin mind all the
human dynamism andcreatesin the youngstersghe necessary
requiremens for a freeresponse

For this reasonthe first part of the formula "evangelizeby
educating" bears a special need to reactivate the Preventive
System:eachonemustbe true evangelical'animators"aspersons
and communities”; to considera specific cultural areawith its
values;itsinstitutionsandsciencessthe environmentanddestiny
of our pastoralmission

4.3 Educate "by evangelizing"

Let us briefly look into the secondpart of the formula.
If it is a fact that the evangelicalchoice of the Preventive

® MB 3, p. 605; Cf. MB 7, p. 768: MB 10, p. 204.
% Constitutions No. 25.
" ConstitutionsNo. 25.
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Systemis the cultural choice of education it is likewise true
that its educationaltask is firmly finalized by the pastoralaspect
of evangelization Our educationaloutlook is "pastoral." This
not only in the sensethat on the part of the educator itgrows
and is nourishedby the daily apostoliccharity, but also in the
sense that the whole educative process with its contents and
methodologyis directedto the christian goal of salvation and
filled with its light and its grace.

This doesnot meanthat salesianpedagogyis simply concerned
with establishinga set programto impart lessonson religion or
someform of culture; rather,it must bear a global task to impart
absolutevaluesof God and to interpret the life and history of
the richnessof the Mystery of Christ.

This pedagogyis well awareof the future resurrectionand
fully realizes the vivifying presenceof the Holy Spirit in the
Churchandthe world. It is objectively concerned and focuses
on the nervecenter of man's history. The Preventive System
intendsto proposean educationwhich is realistically aimed at
the heart and center of the man of history, as a practicalart to
learn to grow in fulness.

This mannerof "educatingby evangelizing"also carrieswith
it the concreteoptions of worth in the educative process.Such
optionsr.efer here to the reality of the "person” of the educator,
to the real goal and history of his growth, to the contents,to the
meansrequiredandto the methodologymost usefulin his growth.
The mostincisive optionsto the secondpart of the formula are:

A\ clear awarenessof the last end. Don Bosco'spedagogy
presentswith insistencethe true religious end of life; the ultimate
end is the focal point of his education It is clear, concisein its
presentation."The only aim of the Oratory is the salvation of
souls.”™® "This is not only the principal aim but the only motive

SLMB 9, p. 295.

for my coming here."*We know quite well the deep conviction
of Don Bosco that without "religion” (in its full sense of the
word) true human progresss not attained.

Now, in the practical order of art, the PreventiveSystem
is an "art', the end entailsthe same function of principles in
the specluiative order. The forgetting of the end of education-
oneof the erroneousand incompleteviews of todayis causeof
deviation,of incompetenceandonesidedness This is oneof the
greatdangersof our time. Our societywhich, in fact, hasmade
suchtechnicalprogressis accusedby thoughtful men, evenun-
believers,as being decadentecausdt stressesnore the means
thanthe end,and so,dangerouslydeviateswith regardto human
growth of the personand society.

Don Boscowishedto formulate and have presentthe clear
objective of the supremeend of one'sexistence.He wished to
introduceits true light andits force in the educationalmethod

An educaional processdirected positively toward Christ.
If the salesianpractiseis born and is nourishedby pastoralcharity
and tends explicitly and loyally towards salvation of redemption,
it will find all its motivesand inspirationsin Christ and in His
Gospel.

At this point christian values and principles have great
importanceand effectin the SalesianSystem.

It is worthy of note that this christian objective of the educa
tional formula is a requirementof a "valid premise”or rather of
the objectivity of human history, even if such a "premise" is
not known or recognizedby all, and not simply the result of a
religious cultural structurewhich could by now be an anachronism

In the educationalprocessas conceivedso realistically in the
Preventive System the "ecclesial" dimension is approximately
considered. It does not develop only the individual religious

 MB 7, p. 504.
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experiencebut the concreteand communitarianexperienceof the
Church with all the elemeats which constitutethe community of
constitutelove, of faith and of cult for the serviceof humansal-
vation.

A prominentplaceis given to the life of the sacramentsand
liturgy with a specialstresson the pedagogyof "Penance"and
"Eucharist" in "Marian Climate." These,indeed,after Vatican I
andin view of the cultural changeseeda further deepeningand
urgentrenewal.

A demandingtaskin this field is that of "catechesis'which
explains the gospel and introduces one into the life of the
Church. In all of this it brings a strong "sense of vocational
direction" to eachconscienceandthe aim of an active andpersnal
participation in the Mystery of Chrig.

Here,too, "sanctity"is the expressiorof the "System." If
the motive of pastoral charity made Don Bosco the "Educator
Saint", by analogy the right direction to Christ of the salesian
educationalmethod made Dominic Savio the "EducatedSaint."

In the Churchandin the world the Preventive System is
the genuinepedagogyof sanctityone the part of the educator
who completelylivesit; on the part of the pupil who absorbs
the Gospel teachings.Sanctity is the true and inevitable goal of
our history.

It is worthy of note that Don Bosco and Dominic Savio
are not saintswho haveworked in the field of education but
they are saints dmply becauseahey have carried out this educa-
ional "System." Their sanctity might be considered a lesson
which has been given by the Holy Spirit. The environment of
Valdocco at the time of Domenic Savio lead us:

not only to the treshold,but to the full view of mystical
experiencelt bringsusto a pentecostaklimate,to a
collective experienceof the Holy Spirit. The family
spirit which Don Bosco generatedis that of spiritual
consanguinity. The educator transmits life filled with
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union of God throughlife of gracein the Church.”

The original andbold conceptof "youthful sanctty" is in-
trinsicin the art of educationfor Don Bosco. His greatinsight
wasnotonly notto disappointhedeepseatedagpirationsof the
youngneedof life, of expansionpf joy, of liberty, of the futu-
re-but to have brought graduallyand realistically the same
youngstergo tastethatonly the"life of grae", thatis, friendship
of Christ,whichis perenniajoy. Their authentiddealsbecame
realizedandactualized:"We makesanctityconsistin beingalways
cheerful."™

The PreventiveSysteminvites us,therefore, to rethnk and
to renewfor today the sameconceptof "sanctity’, its presence
in the history of man,its indispensabilityof the processof human-
ization. It invites us to considerDon Bosco as the "Teacherof
youthful sanctity.""

On the questionof this genuinechristian conceptit is note-
worthy to hearthe chapter:

A similar plan in its contents, inits goak, in its style,
may also be proposedand offered to those who do not
shareour vision of the world and who do not share
our faith... Applied with flexibility, gradualnessand a
sincererespectfor the human and religious values of
the culturesand religions of our charges,it can yield
abundantfruits on the eductationallevel, it can create
friendship and promote affection from pupils and past
pupils, it unleashegyreat energiesof good, andin more
than a few caseslays the foundationfor an open path
of conversion tathe christian faith. ™

% PETER STELLA, Don Bosco in History, Vol. 2., p. 472.

T MB 5, p. 356.

2 PETER STELLA, Spiritual Values of 'Companion of Youth' of St. John
Bosco, Rome, 1960, p. 128.

“GC 21No. 91.




ACritical thinking and a serse of duty in the light of the
Gospel.At a time of pluralism, asin our days, it is necessary
to teachthe youngstersto think critically soasto pick out auth-
entic valuesand alsoto unmaskcertaincultural influenceswhich
via themediaimposeandoverwhelmtheyoung.

The light of faith is, indeed,the only sure guide that can
objectively lead the mind through the snare of false ideologies

The Evangelii Nuntiandi states:

To educateby evangelizing(means)that the power of
the Gospelreachesand nearly upsets the judgments,
set values, points of interest, set ideas, inspirational
sourcesand humanmodelswhich are in control with
the Word of God and with the plan of salvation.™

The true value of education and of authentic culture is: to
free the young ones,to make them consciousof their true rights
and duties, and aware of the right eventsof their day; to make
them capableof self-determinationand cooperation

Educatingin thJs mannerresultsin a culture which is open
and enrichesitself not only by the productionof new ideas and
new life but, above all, by giving society a contributionof indi-
viduals who are courageousbearersof critical thinking and good
conduct.

"Have the courageof your faith and of your convictions.
Do not fear.God is with the Church all days even to the end
of time. It is up to the wicked to fear the good and not the
good to fear the wicked," said Don Bosca™

In the pedagogyof Don Boscoright conduct holds a pro-
minent place. He aways insistedon gentle persuasionpn "a
senseof duty”, on "discipline" in life and on the "spirit of
sacrifice "

" Evangelii Nuntiandi No. 19.
" MB 6, p. 482.
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Themeaning of liberty and one's rights can be consonant
to the Gospelonly if it is accompaniedy a clarity and insistence
in the practise eitherof the spirit of sacrifice of one's duties.
At the epicener of christianity isChrist crucified!

A greatpolitician of our day, Aldo Modo, who has given
witness with his life to the values of a democracyhas stated
that "a country will not save itself; the seasonof rights and
liberty will be passingif (in that country) a new senseof duty
is not born."

To educate'by evangelizing"implies, therefore, a concrete
option with new obligations for a revision from the very foun-
dations of our educationalwork.

— TheWordof God,by its nature, reveals andnterpellates.
In conclusion,an indispensableoption to assurethe educational
processis to regect the specific nature of the Gospeland of
faith.

TheWord of God is nat, naturally speaking,a humandevel-
opmentor an answerto a problem. It is instead an initiative
of God, a gift, aninterpellation, a calling, a request.The Gospel
before answeringguestions

The educatormust be aware and loyal to this Word of
God. H is main concernin adjusting to the conditions of the
young, is not to ignore or opposethe pastoralmission of "prophet”
of the Gospel.

Harmony and mutual understanding of the two aspects
demand reflection, renewal and loyalty.

Hence,as the pedagogyof the PreventiveSystem rests on
the fundamental option of pastoral concen, the salesian must
corstantly presentthe teachingsof the faith unblemished. With
personal gifts andabilities he must guide his chargesaccording
to the examplesand teachingsof Christ who intercedesand calls
as the Lord of history.




5. The Salesian Style

Permit me some concluding observations. The renewal of
the Preventive System according to a living tradition is linked
to some conditions of community sharing which appear quite
simple yet carry potential educationaladvantages.

In its entirety these constituté'the salesianstyle” which
gives tone and form to our work. We now choose the main
featuresto underline some concrete points which need to be
valuated and renewed.

5.1 Typical characteristics

Among the chief characteristicqualities of the Preventive
Systemare the following:

AAssiSTANCE. It needsto be interpreted in the light of
the presentconditions of the young and accordingto educational
needs.Being presentamongthe young, taking active part in
their activities and apostolic programs,counselingthem in their
problems,all this is the essenceof assistanceWe might perhaps
have to overcome the habit of consideringits disciplinaryaspect
in favor of the exampleof the "oratory."

To favor sucha view we might have to analyzethe delicate
conceptof "prevention".

Don Boscohad a clearinsight into the methodsaimed to
repressand remedydamagesf a negativeexperienceand strained
himself with directed love to cultivate the seedsof the goodto
prevent the experiencef the disfigured. He chosethe second
way; namely, his "System" which he wished to be called "Pre-
ventive." It is entirely directedto the proper growth with the
graceof God, of youth'spotentials so that with humanpossibility,
they can be kept from every sin which impingeon their human
frailty.
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To attain this he lived entirely among the youngsters so
that by his presencehe could be a witnessto a life of grace and
he was concernedto createan environmentof respectfor it. Here
is a pointupon which it is necessaryfor usto meditate upon, if
we wish to relive genuinesalesianstyle.

ACreating an Educational Environment. Our manner of
dealing with the young is not basedsolely on one to one basis.
We believe that the surroundingscan be a vehicle for values.
The necessityof an environmentwas for Don Bosco one of the
first pastoral accomplishmentdt definitely becamea focal point
so that we cannot conceive salesianeducational action without
consideringthe quality of surroundings.

AFormation of the Educative Community.In educational
communitiesit is necessarto know how to involve all thoseres-
ponsible and to inspire them with the ideals of Don Bosco. The
ever increasingnumberof lay personsoffers us an opportunity
to handon the wealthwe possessAt the same time there is a
risk of losing our identity if we do not seriously handle our
assignedolesof "animators". The educative community is, in
the first place, the community of the young inspired by the edu-
cators.When speakingof a community for youngstersthis means
to have created with them and in their midst a meansof com-
munication and friendship; to have placedin their view common
objectives.It meansto have let them share and participate in
the educative processand not only be recipients of our apostolic
and professionalexpertise.

AYouth Groups and Movenents. The community experien-
ce opensup a world of possibilitie and values. We must not be
surprised that our Father with his keen intuition and wisdom
reachedsuch definite and fundamentalconclusions. The GC 21
hasdemostratedh sensibility on this point confrontedby a twofold
phenomenathe collapseof traditional groupings(associazionismo)
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and the lack of a substtute agent sufficiently forceful to asume
the characteristicsof salesianspirituality. Evidently we are not
dealing here with foundinga movement which would be a sign
of force in a particular circumstance Ratherto offer to the young
an intenseexperi@ce of the community of faith and commitment
in favor of otherswith sufficient doctrinal supportand organized
to assuregrowth continuity.

5.2 Urgency of Inventiveness

The salesan style is not once and for all; it is rather a task
of soundcreativity, above all at a time of cultural transition.

It is exactly with this in view that we have chosen this
subject matter, subtle and demanding,for this letter.

One of the aims of the GC 21, which | consider quite ur-
gent, is the following:

Every province (or group of provinces) will draw up
an educationalplan suited to loca conditionsas a bass
for programmingand evaluatingits various works in
line with the basic options made by the Congregtion:
orafries, youth centers,day and boarding schoolsresid-
encesfor studentsand artisans,parishes,missions”®

To devisea programof suchresponsibilityit is indispensable
to think "salesianly." Educational sciencesare not enough, not
faith alone,and not evenone'sexperiencewhich hasbecomemore
or less uncritical with the passingof yearsand has now been
cdled to be renewedby the Council and two General Chapters

The fact that the GC 21 speal<:sof an environemnt so diffe-
rentfrom the oratoryto schools, from parishesto the missions-
oughtto indicatethat it is a completely different criterion or a
spirit which we must know how to reactivaterather than have

$GC21No. 105.
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a body of rules for this or that structureeven if the following
of a spirit becomesncarnated in precisedirectivesand obligations.

The carrying out of the project demandsthat we face a
"united front" subjectto various applications.

To rewrite in synthesisthe ideas and practisesof the Prev-
entive Systemin such a way that none of its spirit is lost or
obscuredit ataskwhich requires timing in on the charism of
the Founderand a careful readingof the signs of the times. One
of the practical results of the sessionhas beenthat this synthesis
may involve not only somewho are competentor the qualified or
thosenaturally interested in sucha subjectbut every confrereand
community. ” We will need to refresh what we already know
andto admire whatis new. We will needto recover what we
have abandoned; discoverdimensionsemergingfrom our reflect-
ions and arrive at a deeperand richer synthesiswhich will direct
us in our comnitment of evangeleation and our searchof unity
in our life of religious apostles.

All levels of responsibility are called upon to take part m
this movement. The GC 21 states:

The provincial, the provincial conferencesand the reg-
ional Councillor, will promote meetings,study daysor

weeks,discussionsexchange®f educationalndpastoral
experiences,which will eventually be open also to

teachersand educatorswho do not belongto the sale-
sian family, for the purposeof spreadingthe knowledge
of Don Bosco'spreventive system,encouragingresearch
into it, and furthering its updated implementations,

taking carefully into accountthe conditionsof youth and
working-classpeoplein the local environment as well

as the valid contributionsof modern anthropological
andpedagogicalsciences’®

" GC 21 No. 571.
" GC21 No.105.
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To this endit will be of help to take advantageof expertise
assistancefor the Depratment of the Youth Apostolate which
during the coming yearswill direct its serviceto the educational
and pastoralphaseof the salesianapostolate.

5.3 Practical Aspectsof Commitment

Therefore,the carrying out of a project involving a commu-
nity meansto call together individuals for study and reflection,
to focus attention on the social and ecclesial phaseof our work,
to searchwith creativity ways and solutions of situations. It
meansto unite the community with a unified criterion to which
all memberscan aspire and by which each can recognize one
another.lt meansto assureintegrity andto free ourselvesfrom
sectionalismand improvisation.

The project will be the result of our study on the Preventive
Systemandof our efforts in the applicationof the actualsituation.

A similar task of rediscovering ought to reenforce the now
operativeprogramsin three areas:

e THE FORMATION OF OUR PERSONNEL.Our personnel
ought to value, assimilate and deepen the pedagogical and pastoral
aims of Don Bosco's Project. It ought to reflect on the cultural
mentality attuned to pedagogical, pastoral and spiritual  subject
matters. A genuine renewal of the Preventive System will result
if the above aims are practised in formative communities of the
young confrees, courses of ongoing formation and in the updating
of every house of the province.

e THE SALESIAN "ANIMATOR" OF LAY HELPERS. Experien-
cesof thesepastyearsshow that a clear and definite presentation
of principles guiding our salesianpedagogydoesmuch to impress
itself on the minds of our helpers, since they are well aware of
the specialrichnessof the spirit of Don Bosco. They realize that
they are closel involved in the work of educationand they have
a senseof belonging.
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ATHE STUDYING AND EXPANDING OF SALESIAN PEDAGOGY.
The study and spreadingof salesianpedagogyon the part of our
professionaleducatorsand researchersn our Centersof Study is
a must.

In his own days Don Bosco recommendedthat writings
which madeknown our spirit and which presented our unique
type of apostolicaction be made known.

Dear Confreres,we have dealt with a topic which is indeed
at the center of our salesianidentity on levels nearest to our
daily practicallife. To dedicateourselvesto its reactivationis a
questionof life. Already Don Bosco in September1884 spoke
before the Superior "Chapter": "Every effort and every plan
must be used to introduce and put into practise the preventive
systemin our houses...The advantageswhich accrue from its
practiseareincalculablefor soulsand glory of God.""®

Theseare difficult daysfor our young people. The hierarchy,
especiallyin the last synod of bishops,was well aware of the
problem. It asked that further research and greater efforts be
made in behalf of the youth of today. We have been given by
the Lord, through the initiative of Mary, a special charism to
bring to the Church in this field. The recentPope PaulV has
reminded us with insistentconcern.

Be of good heart. Let us apply ourselveswholeheartedlyto
use the gift we have received."We are not dealing witha new
pedagogicatheory, but to know and understanda model of the
of education,"Fr. B. Fasciewould say.

We must be "artists" capable of recreating the scenesof
friendshipand holinesswhich were seen at the Oratory of Val-
docco especiallyat the time of Don Bosco and Domenic Savio.

This, in essencejs the problemof salesiansanctiy. If we
do not grow in the practiseof the Preventive System,we shall
not be faithful to our vocation. Our Family is likewise involved.

"MB 17 p. 197.



